1st Brazeau Outlier – by Clint

The Trailhead starts at the Beaver Dam Camp Ground, about 6 kms east of Nordegg. We got started
shortly before 9 AM and returned by 3 PM. During that time we covered 13.8 kms and climbed 830
metres. Our pace was reportedly a little fast.
You start the trail by heading east along the road heading back to an area they look like they are
using to supply firewood for campsites. This initial hike on the road is about 2 kms long. The
overhead view suggests there could be a quad track through the bush that might shorten this part
of the hike and keep hikers off the road. But that would be for the more adventurous to figure
out. After another ½ km, you get to the far end of the lumberyard and start your climb. It’s a nice
treed path through the woods almost the very end. There is one section that is particularly steep,
making the trail suitable only as a medium rating.

Shortly past the steep section you come to a “Y” in the path. We don’t know where the path to the
East leads, but for us, we took the left path going north. The Trail scattered a bit past this point. On
the way up, you should keep a little left. On the way down keep a little to the right to come back to
this junction. The Scattered trail breaks out of the tree line at this point and we had a wonderful
vista to enjoy our lunch at. The hump is just a bit further north of this point with another 130 M
rise. Some of us dropped our packs here to avoid the extra weight.

From the top you get a great panoramic view of the Rockies to the West, Abraham lake area and
the foot hills to the North and East. We were lucky that the wind was fairly mild for us on this
day. We started back after enjoying the peak and returned quite quickly. That path through the
bush instead of the road would have felt much better on our feet at this point. All in all it was a
good hike, fairly short but I am still sore as I write this.

