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1 Corinthians 2:3–10
3 And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. 4 My speech and my proclamation were made not with persuasive words of wisdom but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5 so that your faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God.
6 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are being destroyed. 7 But we speak God’s wisdom, a hidden mystery, which God decreed before the ages for our glory 8 and which none of the rulers of this age understood, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 9 But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him”—10 God has revealed to us through the Spirit, for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. 

Matthew 5:13–18
13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything but is thrown out and trampled underfoot.
14 “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15 People do not light a lamp and put it under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.
17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill. 18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished. 

Paul often writes about a great reversal. Here he writes of true wisdom that is scorned by the world, and which the rulers of this age couldn’t understand. The Spirit is now revealing what no one has ever seen or heard before. He may be speaking about miracles in people’s lives, perhaps a reconciliation between an estranged son and his father, maybe people turning their lives around, rejecting alcohol or other causes of misbehavior. Perhaps he’s talking about the little social miracles that were happening in the church, such as rich people and slaves treating each other as equals. He could also be talking about visions that some believers are having, seeing things in heaven that no one has ever seen before. When he speaks of the power of God, he is usually thinking of something miraculous or unexpected. 
Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount has many unexpected sayings in it, although we tend to become jaded and no longer surprised after hearing them so many times. I find it a little surprising when he says that not one letter of the law will pass until all is accomplished. All being “accomplished” implies that the law has a prophetic function, pointing forward to the accomplishments of the Messiah and of believers. So what he is preserving are the spirit, the hopes, and the promises of the law and prophets. He’s all about real spiritual living, not obeying every minute law and ritual practice.
But the central message of the gospel reading today is the light of the world saying. He doesn’t say he is the light of the world, but you are the light of the world. He is telling us to let our light shine. Let acts of kindness pour forth from your personality. People will see it, like they see a lamp placed on a stand. When they see your light—your good works—they will give glory to the Father (Matt 5:16). You can rejoice at this, but don’t ask for credit or fame. Trust God to know the value of each deed. God knows what to do with good deeds, how to string them together and make for a cumulative good effect. God knows how to build the city on a hill. We just have to do our part, and trust God to preserve the light. 
Sometimes a light goes out here on earth; sometimes a good community loses some of its charm and its good practices. But God loses none of the light. It is all preserved. The poet Robert Browning writes “There shall never be one lost good! What was, shall live as before” (from “Abt Vogler”). Let the poetry in your heart find expression. Let the light in your soul be seen. It is part of the forever plan.
Do we have some people in this congregation whose lights shine? We do, indeed. I think of Peter, who not only does so many things for the church, but also encourages participation in city government in West Bridgewater, keeping alive his father’s tradition in that line. We have Buddy and Lynn, who’ve helped out in many ways at the church, and who always have a smile to give, as well. I think of Jane’s carrying of much responsibility on a volunteer basis. There is Cindy with her singing and her wonderful artwork in the foyer of the church. Alta, although she has not been able to do much lately because of her health, has been a great server of others for years. Last but not least is Anna Mae who not only continues her card ministry to people recovering from operations, but calls and checks in on these people. There are many others who could be mentioned, whose attitude of giving is exemplary for the rest of us. They give light to all in the house, and lead us to give glory to the Father, who inspires all this goodness.
God loves us and lights us up inwardly. We then give this light out to others, and thereby send it back to the Father again. This is the spiritual circulation from which we all benefit, and which we all need. Imagine you are breathing in light, and breathing it out again. In this way, your whole body can be full of light (Luke 11:34). It is the endless circulating of God’s goodness. As it says in Daniel, “they that turn many to righteousness shall shine like the stars forever” (Dan 12:3).

