August 2018 Newsletter
‘Tis the Season for Worship...
Summer is quickly dwindling. Soon our kiddos will return to
school. Rush-hour traffic will pick up as a result, and families
will settle into a familiar routine that’s often so jam-packed
with activities they can barely breathe. There is a rhythm to
life as the seasons march on, and it’s no different for the
seasons of the Church. We are in the Season of Pentecost;
this year, it’s a 27-week observance that carries us to the first
Sunday in Advent. The Season of Pentecost is what’s known in
church lingo as ‘ordinary time’; the Church’s other observance of ordinary time is between Epiphany and Ash
Wednesday.
The phrase ‘ordinary time’ has nothing to do with how special or exciting worship is during those seasons—in
fact, this year during ordinary time, we’ve been treated to the musical gifts of Prannoy and Praharsh
Lankapalli, who’ve made our ordinary time worship very exciting! ‘Ordinary’ simply means that the weeks
are numbered, or put in order: the 7th week after Pentecost; the 3rd week after Epiphany, etc. Whenever
we worship God in Christ, it’s always extraordinary, because God meets us where we are, just as we are,
inviting us to participate in holy mystery through the gift of holy sacraments. As you settle into your latesummer routine, make time for weekly worship and strengthen your relationship with Jesus, whose victory
over death brings us into a future with our Creator that’s anything but ordinary!
Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

Ready to Serve on Council?
Nominees are needed to fill two Epiphany Council vacancies in
December 2018. Terms are for two years, and meetings are held
once a month for approximately 90 minutes.
Please consider submitting your name
to serve Christ Jesus and your fellow
Epiphany members. If you have
questions or would like more
information, please speak to Council
President Carol Rife.

From Your Council President...Council Update
We announced it in church but want EVERYONE to know that our finances are looking
much better. Between your extra generosity in giving and our expense cuts, our deficit
for this year will be much less than expected. But don't slack off now, we need you to
keep it up!
We will be making some changes in these next months. Some of them are:
•

Going back to printing the liturgy in the bulletin so it is easier to follow

•

Asking the ushers to light the candles before the service and extinguish them after
the service. Thanks to everyone who has served as acolyte in the past - please help us with our worship service in
another way - as lector, usher, altar setup or cleanup, etc.

•

Doing altar with two people - one person will set up and one person will take down. This allows for people to do
more than one task on Sunday morning and still get coffee. This has been changed on the SignUp Genius website.

•

Reducing the number of council members from 9 to 7 which is more in line with the size of our congregation and
allowed by our bylaws. We will be losing 2 council members at the end of this year but will still need 2 more
because we never replaced Ken Ketcham and Christine Fox when they stepped off the council. Please prayerfully
consider the gifts you can bring to our leadership team. Epiphany needs you!

Thank you to our Transition team - please remember to complete the surveys and turn them in to Chris Kelyman. You
can mail them anonymously, too. I thank God for everyone serving on our council. Please share with us any
comments, suggestions or ideas.

Welcome, Hector!
Please welcome Hector De Graft Johnson, our new accompanist beginning
August 12, 2018. Hector is originally from Ghana in the West of Africa,
and has served as a choir director and organist for several churches
including Anglican, Methodist, Catholic, Evangelical, Charismatic and
Presbyterian for more than 28 years.
He holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Music Education from the University of
Education Winneba, Ghana and an MBA from the University Of Phoenix.
In the past, Hector has also served as Diocesan Music Director and
National Deputy Music Director for the Association of Anglican Church
Choirs, in Ghana and the Association of Methodist Church Choirs in North
America.
Hector’s talents are many - for more than 17 years, he has created and
recorded a variety of music including film scores, documentaries, contemporary and traditional music.
Hector loves to teach piano and music, plays soccer and enjoys playing board games like Scrabble and
Monopoly.

Please extend a warm welcome to Hector on August 12th!
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So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead. James 2:17
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here, add our name
to the clipboard available on Sunday mornings, or contact Carol Webster to sign up.
Epiphany Community Garden - Our Garden is GROWING & FEEDING God’s People, and YOU Are Needed!
We’ve got a bumper crop this year and our Garden Crew could really use your help! Hands are always
needed to weed/water plants and pick produce on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:30-11:30 am. Or if
you’d rather hone your driving skills, why not pick up garden produce and deliver it to the Collierville Food
Pantry (CFP)? Fresh-picked produce is stored in a handy container you can grab on Wednesday after 11:30
am, then deliver to CFP the next morning at 8:45 am. Containers can be returned to the garden at your
convenience, or given to a crew member on Sunday. See our Garden Gurus Wendell Kruse or Dick Wieland
for more information. Donate here to help the garden grow!
Room In The Inn (RITI) - Your Transformation Team NEEDS YOUR HELP!
On Monday, August 6 and October 1, the Epiphany T-2 Transformational Ministry Team will be preparing and
serving dinner in the Kingsway dining room for 12 women through the Room in the Inn program. The women
will be coming from the Carpenter’s House RITI to the Kingsway RITI. The team will need volunteers to make
dessert for each of the dates, help serve and cleanup, and help make the sack lunches the guests will take
with them Tuesday morning. Three people will also be needed to pick up the sheets and towels on Tuesday
to launder and return to Kingsway within the week. If you have never participated in RITI, you will find it to
be a most meaningful experience as a volunteer. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet at church or contact
Chris Kelyman for more information.
Collierville Connected Resource Center (CCRC) - Epiphany is a coalition partner church with the Collierville
Connected Resource Center which provides job skills training such as basic computer operation, resume assistance, help with job applications and interview skills, and offers job search tips for unemployed persons.
Without at least two volunteers present, the Center cannot open due to Safe Church practices. If you have
an hour to spare, CCRC could use your help. Hours are Tuesdays, 9 - 11:30 am and 4 - 7 pm; Thursdays 9 11:30am; Saturdays 9 -11:30 am. A one-hour light training session is provided. The CCRC is located in the
basement of Sanctuary on the Square, 104 N. Rowlett St., Collierville. See Pastor Monica to volunteer or for
more information.

Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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How Does Our Garden Grow??
It was a busy July in the Epiphany Community Garden!
On July 14, the day dawned hot and humid, and our
garden team was “small but mighty!” We mowed grass
and weed-whacked inside the garden area, weeded the
beds in Section B, spread out the onions in the rack to
allow better drying, harvested and placed green
tomatoes in the drying rack, spread grass clippings, and
thoroughly watered all the beds.

We also dug down to the bottom of the hydrant pipe
which is leaking and will require the help of a plumber
and dusted the eggplants.
On July 21st, we were fortunate to have 13 members of
the Collierville High School Dance team join us at the
garden. After our standard welcome, orientation and
101 course in tools and “sweet garden soil,” we broke
into teams and accomplished the following:
• Harvested over 55 lbs. of cucumbers, okra,
tomatoes and potatoes from Section D
• Fed (Fertilized) Tomato Plants
• Replaced and Planted two Tomato Plants in B-3
• Spread grass clippings on A & C in-betweens
• Set up a plastic mesh trellis on A-2 and “trained”
cucumber vines to climb (walk) rather than crawl on
both A-1 & A-2
• Planted 15 cantaloupe plants at the edge of A-3
• Weeded shrub beds outside the wooden fence
• Watered a bit, but we were fortunate to receive
over 3” of rain the prior week (Soil in great shape
plus the Home Place grass looks superb!)
• Grass weed-whacking and mowing inside the Garden, plus
located and dealt with a couple of ant hills
The young ladies worked hard and were most gracious to pitch in
to do what they could to help at the Garden. Before they left, we
made them aware of the opportunities to serve at the Garden and
asked them one final favor.... “Tell others about the Epiphany
Community Garden!” Many thanks to Jennifer, Bill and Diane for
providing water and treats.
As always, thanks to our hardy Garden and HP workers... And
thanks to Rick Barnard for his wonderful photography skills and
these pictures!
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MIFA Community Days Saturday September 15th - Mark Your Calendars!
The Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association (MIFA) is
celebrating its 50th anniversary on Saturday,
September 15, 2018. As part of its ongoing
celebration and partnering program with area
churches to do community service projects in
September (Community Days), MIFA members and
families and youth from St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Collierville will be joining us on that Saturday for a
special workday in the Epiphany Community Garden! This will also serve as one of our “official” God’s Work,
Our Hands projects this year!

We will be providing bottled water, snacks and a “birthday cake” for the 50th Anniversary celebration for all
volunteers that day, and will need Epiphany congregation members to help work with an expected group of
15-20 volunteers from St. Andrew’s. Our work day will begin at 8:30 am that Saturday as usual. We will
begin the day with a prayer and garden orientation. ALL congregation members are welcome to join us for
this celebration (even if you can’t work in the garden) - please wear your God’s Work, Our Hands T-shirts!
Please visit the MIFA website for more information about their work and programs.

Volunteer Needed for Mutual Ministry Team
Currently, Ed Schumacher and Vicki Scherf serve on the Epiphany Mutual Ministry Team. We need one more
volunteer. This team meets only to conduct annual staff performance reviews, and otherwise meets only when
necessary, to serve as an objective confidential sounding board during times of conflict between members or between
the congregation and staff persons. Please contact Pastor Monica if you wish to serve.

Thank you Prannoy & Praharsh
A HUGE thank you to Prannoy & Praharsh Lankapalli for sharing their musical gifts
with us this summer, playing preludes, offertories, hymns and operating the speaker
system while Epiphany was without an accompanist.

Happiest of Birthdays
and God's Blessings!
Rick Barnard - August 5
Ray Heilener - August 6
Chris Kelyman - August 8
Olivet Lankapalli - August 10
Jennifer Sykes - August 21
Pastor Monica - August 25
Dan Scherf - August 27
Joann Wieland - August 27
Linda Barnes - August 29
Have we missed your birthday? Please send the month/day to
Pastor Monica so you can be included!
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Upcoming Events
T2 Transformational Ministry Team Meeting
August 4th at 8 am
The Epiphany T2 Transformational Ministry Team will
meet with other deanery transformational ministry teams
on Saturday August 4, 2018 from 8 am - 4 pm at St. Luke
Lutheran Church in Cordova, TN.

God’s Work, Our Hands (GWOH) Project
Rise Against Hunger - August 25 at 9 am

MOE Bacon
Saturday, August 11th

This year for one of our God’s Work, Our Hands service
projects, Epiphany is partnering with Kingsway and
Collierville Christian Churches for their annual Rise
Against Hunger event, Saturday, August 25th from 9 am
to noon. We will assemble dry goods into meal
packages. Rise Against Hunger is an international
hunger relief organization that distributes food and lifechanging aid to the world’s most vulnerable
populations, mobilizing the necessary resources to end
hunger by 2030. Visit the website to find out more.

The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for breakfast,
fellowship and devotion. Please join us!
GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
August 18th
The Gals of Epiphany will be continuing their Bible study,
“Multiple Meanings,” on August 18th at 9 am in the
Kingsway Library. This study is an examination of Biblical
interpretation and translation. Click here to find out
more.

Wear your GWOH T-shirts for a photo! Meet at
Collierville Christian Church, 707 New Byhalia Rd,
Collierville, at 9 am.

Save the Date!

On September 8th we will start a study on The Red Tent
Stay tuned!

Mark your calendars for
the following events
coming up in the next few
months - details to follow!

Council Meeting Date Change
Council will meet in the Kingsway Boardroom this month
on Wednesday, August 22nd at 7 pm.

September 15 - MIFA Community Days (see p. 5 for
more info)

Prime Timers Fellowship August 23rd at 11:30 am

September 21 - Prime Timers Arkansas Excursion

We will meet at the Holy Apostles
Fellowship Hall - guests are invited
to bring a main dish, salad or
dessert to share. Officer Eugene
Jones of the Shelby County
Emergency Preparedness Office will
give a 30-minute presentation on
how to prepare for emergencies. RSVP to Wendell or
Diane Kruse by 8/16.

September 23 - Joint Worship Service w/ Kingsway - we
will collect canned hams for Collierville Food Pantry
Thanksgiving/Christmas food boxes.
October 6 - Blessing of the Pets and Oktoberfest at
Home Place

Join us for food and fellowship!

Ladies’
Splash
Party!

Friday, August 31, 2018 from 9:30 am - Noon
At the home of Becca Schumacher
547 Lambs Brook Lane, Collierville, TN
(Off Shea Rd. in Shepherds Creek)
Bring your bathing suit & towel!
Please RSVP to Becca at 843-422-4066 by 8/26!
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August 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Wed 8/1

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 8/4

8:00 am
8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

T2 Transformational Ministry Meeting
Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 8/5

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 8/8

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 8/11

8:30 am Perkins Family Restaurant
8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Men of Epiphany (MOE Bacon)
Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 8/12

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 8/15

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 8/18

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Library

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
GOE (Gals of Epiphany) Study and Fellowship

Sun 8/19

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 8/21

10 am - St. Luke

West TN Deanery Meeting

Wed 8/22

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
7 pm Kingsway Boardroom

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Council Meeting

Thurs 8/23

11:30 am - Church of the Holy Apostles
Fellowship Hall

Prime Timers Luncheon - Emergency Preparedness Presentation

Sat 8/25

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Collierville Christian Church

Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Rise Against Hunger (God’s Work, Our Hands Workday)

Sun 8/26

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Wed 8/29

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Fri 8/31

9:30 am - Noon - Schumacher Home

Ladies Splash Party

Please visit the Epiphany website
for up-to-date information
on all upcoming activities.
Pastor Monica will be starting a new ministry
to the community soon, for families and
friends coping with addiction.
Ask her about Metanoia House
and how you can get involved!
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August 2018 Worship Servants
8/5

8/12

8/19

8/26

Wendell Kruse

Carol Rife

John Garner

OPEN

Diane Kruse

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

Greeter/Usher

OPEN

Ed & Becca Schumacher

OPEN

OPEN

Com Assistant

Twila Hooverson

OPEN

Martha Garner

OPEN

Acolyte

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Crucifer

N/A

N/A

N/A

N/A

Jennifer Parker

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

OPEN

Vicki Scherf/OPEN

Martha Garner/Becca Schumacher

OPEN

OPEN

Council Host

Martha Garner

Lori Crossmock

Carol Rife

Chris Kelyman

Council Money

Wendell Kruse

Wendell Kruse

Wendell Kruse

Wendell Kruse

OPEN

Carol Rife

Carol Rife

OPEN

Jennifer Parker

Jennifer Parker

Jennifer Parker

OPEN

Assisting Minister
Lector

Com Linens
Coffee

Altar Setup
Altar Cleanup

Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if possible so that we know where to fill in as
needed. If you have not yet used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use SignUp Genius and
download the mobile app to your phone. You may also sign up at church (lists will be available through the end of
2018). If you have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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