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By Sherri Middendorf

Sixty cents for a hundred
postcards? Who could make
money as a reseller paying
that kind of wholesale price
(even if they are “EASTER
POST CARDS that are all
good sellers”)?
Nowadays, just about any of
us could. But when this
postcard was printed (around
1910), well, things were a
little different.

Item
Loaf of bread
Dozen eggs
Gallon of milk
Toilet paper (6 rolls)
Coal (1 ton)
Microwave
Shoe shine
100 postcards (wholesale)
1 postcard (retail - new)

1910 price
$0.03
$0.34
$0.33
$0.26
$5.50
Micro-what?
$0.05
$0.60
$0.02

2015 price
$1.44
$2.09
$3.50
$6.99
? (Thankfully, none of us buy coal by the ton anymore)
$100
$8.00
$30.00
$1.10

On average, these things now cost 33 times what they did roughly 100 years ago. On the
income side of the ledger, the average worker pulled down $574 a year in 1910, whereas
roughly 100 years later (2013) that figure was $28,184. That’s a 49-fold increase.
So where is today’s additional income going? Microwaves, smartphones, cable TV, and
(of course) antique postcards.
Sources (taken 7/25/2015):

11

Save the dates
November 18 TCPC
Meeting
December 16 TCPC
Meeting

https://about.usps.com/who-we-are/postal-history/stamped-cards-and-postcards.pdf
http://usa.usembassy.de/etexts/his/e_prices1.htm
http://inspiremore.com/12-crazy-facts-about-life-in-1910-america-that-will-make-you-appreciatetoday-a-lot/
http://www.deptofnumbers.com/income/us/
http://www.lowes.com/Appliances/Microwaves/_/N-1z0ynx2/pl?cm_mmc=search_google-_Small%20Appliances%20Exact-_-Microwaves%20General-_-microwave&k_clickID=1c1189f65225-70a8-5358-00006c679a4a#!&Ns=p_product_price%7C0&page=2&rpp=48

http://www.gti.net/mocolib1/prices/1910.html
http://web.bryant.edu/~ehu/h364proj/sprg_97/hurley/1910.html
http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0873707.html
http://store.legendsofamerica.com/index.php?l=page_view&p=wholesalepostcards
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TCPC Fall 2015 Show Scenes

by Duane Stabler
The TCPC show returned to a familiar location in St Paul, MN on September 12 & 13 where
the postcard show/sale took place. Your editor decided to capture the activity starting with the
opening of the doors at 9 AM on Saturday and going on until Sunday afternoon. As usual,
Saturday morning was a busy time and the early birds take advantage of fresh stock that the
dealers have acquired over the summer.
Dealers had arrived from Illinois, North Dakota and Wisconsin as well as several dealers from
around Minnesota.
Photos by Duane Stabler

TCPC continued on Page 7

Check the TCPC website for Shows
that have come to the attention of the
editor. It will be updated as more
information becomes available. We can’t
guarantee that postcards will be at the
show but that’s part of the hunt for that
special postcard.
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Pea Soup Andersen’s
by The Bailey’s

Pea Soup Andersen's in Buellton, CA was always a
happy sight to see and we made a point of stopping and
eating there whenever we would drive to Solvang, which
was quite often. It had good food, free tastings, food and
items to purchase and the usual roadside kitsch,
including great picture taking opportunities with
Hap-Pea and Pea-Wee. They had larger than life size
cutouts of them and you could get behind them and put
your face in the hole where their face would have been.
We always ordered the "Traveler's Special" which is all
the pea soup you can eat. (In fact, stats from 2012
showed that the restaurant sold 500 to 600 gallons of pea
soup in a day!) It was always fun to see the picture of
Hap-Pea & Pea-Wee at the bottom of the bowl before the
waitress would come by and refill it.
It came with a glass of wine and attached to your check was a ticket which you would take to their basement wine
cellar and turn in for a taste of one their Danish fruit wines
(which we always got) or a demi-tasse of their special
Andersen’s after dinner coffee. While waiting in line at the
dining room, they had toasted cheese bread pieces that you
could put cheese on and munch away. We would also purchase
a loaf of their special cheese bread and cans of their split pea
soup with ham to take home.
The story of why Pea Soup Andersen's is fondly remembered by millions who visit from all parts of the world
begins with the story of Anton and Juliette Andersen and their family restaurant, whose traditions have been
faithfully followed through the years. On June 13, 1924, Anton and Juliette purchased a small parcel of land and
opened a restaurant. They named it "Andersen's Electric Cafe," in honor of their prized possession, a new electric
stove (and the fact electricity had arrived in Buellton that same year).
Anton was trained in exclusive restaurants in Europe and New York and had helped open the Los Angeles Biltmore
until he tired of the rat race (as he put it) associated with city hotels. So from catering to the gourmet trade, Anton
and Juliette began their new venture by serving simple, wholesome everyday foods. At first the menu included
sandwiches and coffee, but after three months pea soup, made from a recipe handed down through Juliette’s family,
was added to the fare. Their first customers were the salesmen, tourists and truck drivers who drove the main highway between Los Angeles and San Francisco.
The cafe was on the road to the fabulous Hearst Castle at San Simeon and as this was the heyday of Hearst's newspaper empire, many of the Hearst writers and reporters developed the habit of stopping at Andersen's. Their praise
of excellent food and hospitable atmosphere was carried in their newspaper columns throughout the entire country.
In 1928, the Andersen's sank a well and built a hotel and dining room for their now quite popular cafe. They named
their new establishment the "Bueltmore," a play on words referring to Anton's days with the Biltmore.
Anderson’s continued on Page 4
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Anderson’s continued from Page 3

Juliette was from the east of France and an
expert cook, so she prepared many of the
recipes she had brought with her; the most
popular with the customers was her split pea
soup. Many special dishes now appear on the
large Andersen's menu, and still the most
popular specialty of all and the one which
finally changed the name of the restaurant is
Juliette's tasty and nourishing split pea soup.
There's no secret about Juliette's soup
recipe...quite the contrary, for Pea Soup
Andersen's even has bags of split peas with the
recipe for sale in their gift shop. But even with

the recipe many find that their soup just doesn't
taste quite the same as the restaurants. Perhaps
it's the magical touch that Juliette lent to the
cauldrons and ladles so many years ago!
Their son, Robert, returned to the family
business after graduating from Stanford in the
1930's. Robert was by all accounts a very
forward-looking man. When he returned to
Buellton, Robert established the billboards for
which the restaurant became known.

In the early thirties a cartoon appeared in the
old "Judge" magazine. It was one of a series by
the famous cartoonist Forbell, under the
heading of "Little Known Occupations." The
cartoon showed the little known occupation of
splitting peas for pea soup, with two comic chefs (Hap-Pea & Pea-Wee) standing at a chopping table, one
holding a huge chisel, splitting peas singly as they came down a chute. Andersen obtained permission to use the
idea for advertising. In 1941 Robert married Rosemary Mohan. She immediately became active in the family
business and opened a gift shop which remains today filled with wonder for children and adults alike. Their only
son, Rob, was born in 1942.
During World War II, the restaurant closed to
the public. The hotel rooms were used to
house military personnel stationed locally and
meals were served to servicemen and their
families. Robert also purchased a small
building across the street from the hotel and
converted it to a canteen. The canteen was
operated by the American Women's Voluntary
Services (A.W.V.S.), patterned after a
program begun in England. The canteen was
called "Co Na Mar Corner," representing all
the services: Coast Guard, Navy, Marines and
Army.
Anderson’s continued on page 5
PAGE 4
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Anderson’s continued from Page 4

After the war, Pea Soup Andersen's opened with a flourish. Robert commissioned Disney-trained artist
Milt Neil to redraw the two cartoon chefs to use for promotion and they became the Pea Soup Andersen's
trademark. The big fellow (Hap-Pea) is shown having all the fun and the easy side of the work, as the little
one (Pea-Wee) holds the chisel, looking sad and a bit frightened, always in danger of the big mallet. A
contest was held and from thousands of
entries the names Hap-Pea and Pea-Wee
were chosen. And adding to its legend, the
Andersen’s hired animator and future
Gumby creator Art Clokey to produce stop
motion commercials for Pea Soup
Andersen’s in the early 1950s.
In 1947, the name of the restaurant was
changed to "Pea Soup Andersen's", the
name that remains to the present. At the
same time Buellton was nicknamed "The
Home of Split Pea Soup".
Robert Andersen decided he needed a break
from the high
paced family
business and in April of 1965 sold the Buellton restaurant to Vince Evans.
The new owner of Pea Soup
Andersen's was a larger than life
personality, well known and already
an established leader in the Santa
Ynez Valley. At the end of World
War II, Vince began a career in
acting and developed a close
friendship with fellow actor Ronald
Reagan, who later purchased a ranch
in the Santa Ynez Valley. Vince and
his wife Margery moved to a 900acre ranch south of Buellton in 1959.
They raised cattle, grew alfalfa and
operated a feed store. When he
purchased Pea Soup Andersen's, he
jumped into his newest adventure
with the same high energy and
enthusiasm that he displayed for
many other ventures.

Anderson’s continued on Page 6
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Andersons continued from Page 5

The business thrived under Evans' hand. By then the restaurant was purchasing 50 tons of peas each year,
enough for three-quarters of a million bowls of soup! He built an aviary and filled it with parrots, he installed
a train for children to ride that went from the restaurant to the area where the motel now stands, and even had
a miniature wild animal park for two years. The park was discontinued in 1970 to make way for the addition
of a Danish style motel in 1970. In 1979 Vince purchased an English Pub that had stood for over 100 years at
the Liverpool railway station in London. The Pub was reconstructed in Buellton and opened as a bar and
entertainment center.
He also expanded the
Pea Soup Andersen's
empire and opened
another Pea Soup
Andersen location.
Vince had expansive
dreams and the energy
to make the dreams a
reality. Unfortunately,
neither dreams nor
energy could change
the cards fate dealt
him. On April 23,
1980, Vince, his wife Margery and their 21 year old daughter, Venetia, were tragically killed in a small plane
crash just minutes from the Santa Ynez Valley airport.
After the death of the Evan's Family, Pea Soup Andersen's went
through multiple ownership changes. Milt Guggia, a Central Coast
restaurateur, purchased Pea Soup Andersen's Buellton in 1999. He
remembered coming to Pea Soup Andersen's as a child with his
grandparents and wanted to continue the tradition for future
generations. Milt and his management team work diligently to
continue to preserve the family warmth and memories made here at
Pea Soup Andersen's.
With all its expansion, growth and
popularity, Pea Soup Andersen's still
counts among its very favorite customers
the same people who were friends of
Anton and Juliette...those loyal
friends...the highway travelers and their
families!
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TCPC continued from page 2

Do you have a program you’d like to present? If
so, contact Dave Johnson, program chairperson.

Photos by Duane Stabler

TCPC continued on page 8
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TCPC continued from page 7

Photos by Duane Stabler

Thanks to Dave Johnson and
all the volunteers who helped
make the show another
success!
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BASEBALL, HOT DOGS, APPLE PIE AND
CHEVROLET was an advertising campaign
for television in 1974. This postcard board,
created by TCPC’s own Chuck Donley won the
Sweepstakes Ribbon at the 2015 Minnesota
State Fair. In all, Chuck received three Blue
Ribbons for his three board displays. Please
join your editor in congratulating Chuck for
this wonderful
achievement.
These photos will
be on the website
in the near future
and will be enlarged so that the
detail is easier to
see.
Way to go Chuck
for a job well
done.
……….editor

Photos by Duane Stabler

Did You Know??
Sadie Hawkins Day 2015 is Overserved on November 13th!
Here is a holiday that originated from a cartoon. It all began in Al Capp's "Lil Abner Cartoon in the 1930's. In the cartoon series, the
mayor of Dogpatch was desperate to marry off his ugly daughter. So he created Sadie Hawkin's Day. On this day, a race is held and
all the single men were given a short head start. Then all the single women, including the mayor's daughter, chased the boys. If a girl
catches her man, he had to marry her.
Sadie Hawkins Day races and events grew in popularity during the course of All Capp's long running cartoon. This cartoon made
holiday largely died out after 40 years when the cartoon was discontinued. It can occasionally be seen celebrated on college
campuses
Chocoholics rejoice! December 16th is National Chocolate Covered Anything Day.
Its a great day to indulge, binge, "pig out", and otherwise consume to excess, your favorite food....chocolate. We believe the timing
of this day, during the holiday season, couldn't be better.
Today, we get to enjoy our beloved chocolate by covering something...just about anything... in a generous amount of chocolate.
Pour, spread, or drizzle chocolate over cakes, cupcakes, pies, pancakes or waffles, nuts, raisins, even ants (yes, some people actually
eat chocolate covered ants!). We will let you decide what is too extreme and how much is too much, if any.
As chocoloaholics, we shouldn't need any added incentive to enjoy our chocolate. In the giving spirit of the holiday season, make
sure to give or share some of your favorite chocolate covered treats today.
PAGE 9
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TCPC News

Advertising:

General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

The club is reducing the inventory of it’s library and is
selling (through auction) the extra books that the club
will no longer keep. Come to the club meeting to have
an opportunity to see what is available and to bid on the
items.

WELCOME NEW MEMBER(S)


Upcoming Programs

Myron Biros
St. Louis Park, MN
no collecting interests listed

It’s time to plan for 2016 and we hope to offer
programs at least once per quarter again this year. Do
you have a suggestion for something you’d like to see?
Or perhaps you’d like to offer a program yourself
(don’t be shy)? Programs should be about 15 minutes
in length and can be about anything from your favorite
card topic or a general postcard topic.

Please plan to attend the monthly meetings where you’ll find frequent auctions and dealers with postcards for sale but also you’ll
have opportunities to learn more about this terrific hobby.

Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details

The webmaster is seeking shows that should be highlighted
on the website. Please send your known show information
to Duane Stabler at
destabler@mediacombb.net

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application

Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household

PAGE 10
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Upcoming Meetings and Events

All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
November 18 2015 –Bring your favorite Cartoon Postcards which you’ve found and/or collect.
Nov. 13 is Sadie Hawkins Day. See how this observed day came into existence on page 9.
Election of officers will also be conducted for the 2016 year.

December 16, 2015 –is National Chocolate Covered Anything Day. Bring a postcard of your
favorite food especially if it includes chocolate or similar treat.

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2016

TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2015

Jan 20 | Feb 17 | Mar 16 | Apr 20 | May 18
Jun 15 | Jul 20 | Aug 17 | Sep 21 | Oct 19
Nov 16 | Dec 21
Board Meeting Schedule for 2016
Jan 6 | Mar 2 | May 4
Jul 6 | Sep 7 | Nov 2
Wanted: Upcoming Programs

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Alan Calavano, 507-282-4389
Member-at-Large: Vacant

Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long .
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.

Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the
board and consider providing articles to the editor.
Don’t expect a handful of members do all the work.
Doing so will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 30 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

