Twin City
Postcard Club
www.twincitypostcardclub.com
T CPC – NOV/DEC 2016

IN THIS ISSUE

Fall TCPC
Postcard Show

1,9

Memories of
Las Vegas

2-5

TCPC Fall Postcard Show
X Our Room

Membership
Announcement

6-8

9

Date: November 12 - 13, 2016
Bloomington MN Armory
3300 W 98th St
Bloomington, Minnesota
Time:

TCPC Fall
Show
Announcement

8

Saturday: 8 AM—6 PM Admission
for paid members only
9 AM –6 PM Admission open to the public

Programs

10

New
Members

10

Upcoming
Meetings

11

Sunday: 9 AM—3 PM Admission open to the public
Current Members Admission: $3.00 at the door
Non-members Admission: $4.00 at the door

T CPC – NOV/DEC 2016

Memories of Las Vegas

by Steve & Nancy Bailey

A look at the Horseshoe Club and its origins
The Hotel Apache was built in 1932 on the Northwest corner of Second and Fremont;
this was the first building in Las Vegas to have an elevator. Its brick facade is still there
hidden behind the Binion's signage. They had stained glass windows (some of which
can still be seen) and a lavish bar on the ground floor. Downstairs in the Garden Room,
the ladies of the Mesquite Club would hold their meetings. The hotel operated above
the Apache Casino and while the owners of the downstairs would change frequently
over the years, the upstairs remained the Hotel Apache until the early 1960s.
The Apache Casino
became the Western
Casino in 1941 and this
in turn became the SS
Rex in 1946. Tony
Cornero named the
casino after one of his
gambling boats off the
coast of Southern
California. When the
authorities raided his
gambling boats,
Cornero came to Las
Vegas where gaming
was legal. The SS Rex
offered craps, faro and
other games of chance.
In addition, it had a race
wire for those who
wanted to bet on the
ponies.
Dogged by accusations
of rigged games,
Cornero sold his interest
in the Rex and returned
to Los Angeles. He
would return to Las
Vegas in the years
ahead. In the meantime,
the partners sold the SS
Rex and, in 1947, it
became the El Dorado
Club.
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In 1951, Texan, Benny
Binion bought the
Eldorado Club and
renamed it the Horseshoe
Club.
Breaking with traditional
"sawdust joint" interior,
Binion installed carpet. In
fact, when they remodeled
in 2005 they re-carpeted
with the original carpeting,
as enough was purchased
the first time to re-do the
entire casino which by
now had encompassed
the entire block in place
of the original one quarter block. The Binion family went to work to make the
Horseshoe Club the go to casino on Fremont Street. Wife Teddy Jane handled the
books while sons Jack and Ted worked the floor.
Benny had left Texas, some say, under rather hurried circumstances, and there is
ample evidence that Benny had been involved in
illegal bootlegging, gaming and the mob back in
Texas. These connections made it difficult for
Binion to get licensed but he finally pulled it off. He
offered southern hospitality and high limit gaming
and the Horseshoe was doing a land office
business when in
1953, the Feds got him
for tax problems.
Before going to prison,
in 1956, he sold the
Horseshoe to Joe W.
Brown. While Binion
was in there, Joe W
Brown had his own
name put on the
facade though
everyone knew that
when he got released
Benny would buy back
the Horseshoe.

Benny was away for four years, and when he returned he
bought back the Horseshoe. It wouldn't be until 1964,
though, that he owned 100% of it. He removed Joe W.
Brown's name from the facade and hired Yesco to design
a neon facade for the building. Because of his stint in
prison, Benny was never issued a new gaming license but he was understood to be the
man in charge of the Horseshoe
Vegas continued on page 3
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Next door was the Boulder Club, one of
the original gambling halls on Fremont
Street. In 1960, the Boulder Club caught
fire and burned. The casino never
re-opened and the Binion family bought
the building and expanded the Horseshoe
Club. In 1961 they added a blue neon
façade and in 1966 the name was
changed to Binion's Horseshoe.
Benny was widely known for accepting all
bets on anything from traditional games to
the flip of a card and for any amount of
money. He conducted business out of his
office, the booth in the Horseshoe
restaurant. His recipe for success: "If you
wanna get rich, make little people feel like
big people... good food cheap, good
whiskey cheap, and a good gamble.
That's all there is to it, son."
In 1949 Nicholas “Nick the Greek”
Dondolos had asked Benny to set up a

high stakes poker marathon between
himself and the legendary Johnny Moss.
Benny agreed to it with the stipulation that
the game be played in public view. The
game lasted for five months encompassing
every form of poker imaginable. Ultimately
Moss won the estimated $2 million game as
history was made. In 1970, Benny made
news by recreating this game and hosted
the first World Series of Poker. Unlike
today's tournament, this was a small, but
very elite group of poker players who made
their living at playing the game
professionally.

Vegas continued on page 5
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In 1988, the Binion family bought the Mint and expanded the Horseshoe so that it now
took up the entire block, plus it gave them a 24 story hotel tower. Benny passed away
on Christmas Day, 1989. Despite all the stories and whispers about him he was
honored by the city as one of the most philanthropic men of his era.
Jack Binion continued to
run the Horseshoe until
1998, when in a dispute
with his sister, Becky, he
surrendered control of the
casino. Jack went to the
South and opened
Horseshoe Clubs in
Shreveport and Tunica as
well as in Hammond,
Indiana. Becky, unlike her
brother, seemed to have
little skill at running the
Horseshoe. She sold off
the Million Dollar Display
and finally in 2004, the
Horseshoe in bankruptcy,
she sold the family
business to Harrah's
Entertainment. Harrah's had bought Jack Binion's Horseshoe Clubs as well. Harrah's
sold the Horseshoe building to MTR Gaming but kept the rights to the Horseshoe
Club name as well as
the rights to the World
Series of Poker. MTR
redesigned the neon
facade. Neon designer
Brian "Buzz" Leming
was the designer and
the Horseshoe was
rechristened
Binion's. While the bull
nose on the corner was
off, you could see the
Hotel Apache facade still
there behind it.
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By Steve and Nancy Bailey

I am sure everyone has seen, from time to time, postcards with an “x” marked on them and
sometimes a line drawn to it which says our room or something similar. This is a very small
portion of our collection.
Sometimes they are in the motels or the hotels that are
paired up with match covers or hotels that go along with
interiors. It is one of our more fun categories. Since these
always seem to have been sent, they sometimes mention
the “x”. It just kind of gives it a little homey feel of someone who is enjoying themselves wherever they may be.
Following are a few examples and the messages they have
on their backs. We find them delightful and charming and
remind us of our vacations.
Contrary to what I suppose most people would do, if we
have a choice of a fine condition card without an “x” or
one that has been marked upon the front, we will always
go for the latter, as “x” marks the spot (at least for us).
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***A Plee from Our Membership Chair
*** - If your membership dues expire in
October or November, please send them
before the show. So many mix-ups can
be avoided that way. The form can be
found on page 10.
TCPC Show Location is at 3300 West 98th Street in Bloomington, MN—
Easily found by exiting off I-35W and traveling west ono 98th Street. The
building is located on the north side of 98th street with ample parking. Feel
free to bring your lunch and stay all day both days!
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Advertising:

General advertising will appear in the newsletters.
Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter
each year. Send your ad (and payment if required) to the
newsletter editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00

Upcoming Programs
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further details
Check your label: Does it indicate your membership
renewal is due? If so, please send in your payment to
Dianne Lamb, membership chair for continued news-

Postcards Wanted
Looking to buy lower priced regular P.C.'s.
in bulk or individually. Primarily looking
for following topicals; CBD's/main streets/
storefronts; buildings like banks, P.O.'s,
RR stations, etc., 40's, 50's, 60's, nationwide,
are all o.k. Reply to: custompeturns@aol.com.

TCPC News
TCPC Election of Officers set for December—
more about this at the November business
meeting.

I have resigned as the editor of TCPC’s
newsletter. This issue marks the 66th issue
over the last 11 years and it’s time for
someone else to step up to this position. The
resignation is effective as of the next issue of
TCPC so January 2017 is the last issue
edited/published by me.
Doing this task has not always been easy as
it impacts what free time I have and has
caused me to put some other important
issues on the back burner for too long. If
you are interested but have questions about
the position and what it takes, you can
contact me about it. …….Duane

Please plan to attend the monthly
meetings where you’ll find frequent
auctions and dealers with postcards for
sale but also you’ll have opportunities to
learn more about this terrific hobby.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application

Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal________ Reinstatement______ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Upcoming Meetings and Events

All meetings to be at:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)

Programs
November 16 - Show and Tell—Bring your best find from the postcard show that will be held
on November 12th. Tell us why it’s your best find.
December 21– Christmas is days away - Bring your Christmas postcards that show Angels
and tell us of your Christmas postcard collection.
TCPC Board of Directors and Officers 2016

Mark Your Calendar with these dates
Meeting Schedule for 2016/17

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary & Asst. Editor: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor & Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Rosemary Palmer, 612-308-6474
Member-at-Large: Jane Lee, 952-567-3713
Member-at-Large: Vacant

Nov 16 | Dec 21| Jan 18
Board Meeting Schedule for 2016/17
Nov 2| Jan 4

Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long.
Programs can be about anything from your
favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.

Looking for collectables and postcards??? Don’t know
where to look?? Go to the Twin City Post Card Club
website—find a listing of known markets in the region.

Support TCPC—participate in the shows, and
monthly meetings. Consider participating on the board
and consider providing articles to the editor. Don’t
expect a handful of members do all the work. Doing so
will threaten the livelihood of the club.

Check the TCPC website for Shows that have come to
the attention of the editor. It will be updated as mor e
information becomes available. We can’t guarantee that
postcards will be at the show but that’s part of the hunt
for that special postcard.
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Twin City Postcard Club
25145 Chippendale Ave.
Farmington MN 55024

If your address label is highlighted, your
dues are due! Please return the application
in this newsletter, with any updates, and a
check for $13, plus $1 for each additional
name at the same address.
Thank You!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center,
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8: 15 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)
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Got something you want to contribute?
Contact: Editor: Duane Stabler
Email: destabler@mediacombb.net

