Aim: How did the U.S. expand from sea to sea?


I. Manifest Destiny
· Americans believed they were destined to spread over the North American continent
II. Texas
· Mexico invited Americans to settle in Texas

· 1830’s problems over slavery in Texas
· Texans rebelled for independence

· The Alamo: 5,000 Mexicans vs. 120 Americans

· Texans were massacred

· Texans regrouped and won 

· Texans was annexed by the U.S.

III. The Election of 1845 

· James K. Polk became the11th President of the United States

· John Tyler the 10th President added Texas to the Union in 1845 

IV. Oregon Territory
· Both the U.S. and Britain claimed the Oregon Country

· Polk used the slogan, “Fifty-four forty or fight” 
· In 1846 Polk compromised
· Oregon was divided at the 49th parallel

V. Causes of the Mexican War
a. Mexican resented:

1. the annexation of Texas

2. Expansion of the U.S 

3. Dispute over the boundary that separated Texas and Mexico

· The U.S wanted to buy New Mexico and California for $30 million 

· Mexico was outraged

· Polk demanded war in 1846

VI. The Mexican War
· American armies destroyed the Mexican army

· In 1848 they signed the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo
· Rio Grande was the southern boundary of Texas

· The Mexican Cession: Mexico gave up California and New Mexico

· U.S paid $15 million for the land and paid Mexican debt

· Gadsden Purchase: U.S paid $10 million for land in southern Arizona and New Mexico

· provided a favorable railroad route into California

