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Reverend Caren Loper didn't set out to be a senior pastor. She felt called and comfortable in a role in music ministry in the United Methodist Church. However, there were those small nudges. "I received a brochure in the mail from a seminary. I didn't request that brochure. Then I received another brochure from a different seminary; again, I didn't request that information," Pastor Loper explained. "When God really wants you to do something, you might as well just do it because He will put you there anyway!" 
Reverend Loper completed her Masters of Divinity, then went on an "immersion trip" to Brazil, South America. While in that culture, Reverend Loper preached the Word of God in Rio de Janeiro, and experienced the Satere’ Tribe while learning to survive in the Amazon. "I was able to see the church at work in the world and it was very powerful! Igreja Methodista School for the Poor, partners with the church in Rio de Janeiro to feed and educate 250 children daily with hope for a brighter future out of poverty. Our group was told by the director, 'Please do not come back with mission teams, but rather, go back to the United States and minister to your own poor.' The Brazil/Amazon immersion was a turning point. I said yes to God’s call to serve in the local church as an ordained elder in the United Methodist Church."
She was ordained as an elder, a process that has very high standards, then appointed to the Horton United Methodist Church by the Bishop and Cabinet. The Horton church now includes the churches of Whiting and Netawaka after yoking in 2014.
"I wanted a church who knows who and whose they are, a prayerful people, and who don't mind working hard serving the poor. That would define where I am now, part of a greater whole, the global church, here at the Horton United Methodist Church," Reverend Loper said. "John Wesley’s theology has a central focus on 'love of God and love of neighbor.' The Wesleyan Quadrilateral is based on bible scripture, tradition, experience, and reason, which is helpful as we discern God’s call for our lives."
Horton Methodist Church was founded in 1887 and took leadership of a gym in the downstairs area, featuring a "teen town" and sock hops. During World War I, up to 150 soldiers would line up at the church to be fed daily. It became the United Methodist Church in 1968 when the Methodist Church united with the Evangelical United Brethren Church. From then to the present, members of the church have had a great outreach in the Horton community. Reverend Loper has served as president of the South Brown County Ministerial Alliance for the past 3 years. Ann Lemkuhl is the director of the Horton Latchkey program, housed within the church building. This program provides a fun and safe place for elementary school children to go after school. Jim and Barbara Kibby are very active in the food pantry and also make a trip once a month to the communities of Netawaka and Holton to distribute food from the Harvesters Truck. The church's youth group, led by Jolynn Gasper and Janelle Cowley, take a yearly mission trip to different locations, serving hands-on to help in homeless shelters, girls' homes, and sometimes raking and cleaning for those who are not able. 
The church itself offers a creative worship, including video clips and powerpoints, a community bell choir and children's choir, led by organist Shirley Meyers. There are two adult Sunday School classes as well as youth and children's Sunday School classes. Their website, hortonumc.com, has a full listing of new things going on, youth activities, service times, and upcoming topics that Pastor Loper will preach on.
Pastor Loper cites declining potential for growth as a challenge in the church. However, she relates to Marcus Lemonis in that area, looking at the mission, the purpose, and the people as the assets that can lead to a revitalization of the church the same way it can in a community. Members of seven different Topeka District United Methodist churches have come to Horton to volunteer their time in the Reinvent effort.
"In coming to North East Kansas, I feel I have learned more from the people than they have from me. They do such good, hard mission work. The Horton community is so invested in that. They have very compassionate hearts. If every community could do that, there would be no hungry people."
"If you are looking for a home church," Reverend Loper continued, "We have ‘open hearts, open minds, and open doors’ here at Horton United Methodist Church. We are inclusive of everyone."
Horton United Methodist Church is located at 130 East 10th Street. Reverend Loper can be reached at 785-486-2349.
 (Photos below of the Latchkey program with volunteers Ann Lemkuhl, Sue McAllaster, Dorothea Entrikin, and Rev. Loper)
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