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Aaron is a pragmatic progressive democrat, HIV/
AIDS advocate, public speaker, author, and activist of many political and philanthropic causes
that surround various issues and advocation for
causes like that of animal rights and pediatric
cancer. He is currently a pre law Dean's List student at NOVA Southeastern University where he
is a member of the Honors Society and Collegiate Scholars. Aaron also received an Associates Degree in Music Performance in 2012 from
The American Musical & Dramatic Academy in
New York City.
Aaron is a former chapter President of the Democratic Women's Club of Pasco County and currently serves on The Bureau of Speakers and
The Diversity and Inclusion Committee at the
state level through The Democratic Women’s
Club of Florida. He has also served as Recording
Secretary of The Democratic Women's Club of
Upper Pinellas and serves on the Bureau of
Speakers of DWCF.

April Guest Speaker is
Aaron Darr
DWC LUNCHEON
April 9th 2018, 11:30 AM
4350 El Conquistador Pkwy

We will be presenting the
scholarship awards at our
meeting.

Bradenton, FL
Please make your reservations by

Emma Johnston from
Manatee High will be receiving a $1,000 scholarship along with Cynthia Price from Manatee our other $1,000
scholarship.

Noon April 4th, 2018
Call Sandy Gander 941.758.7187

or email

Tara Sienna Garner from Manatee will be receiving a $500 scholarship along with Diana
Maria Sanchez- Joynt a $500 scholarship
from Lakewood High.

San.gander@gmail.com
Menu: Buffet includes salad, grilled chicken,
cold cuts, cheeses, bread and cookie
Cost is $18.00
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President’s Letter for April
Success! The fashion show scholarship fundraiser was a great success. After all is said and done, the scholarship increased by almost
$2000 thanks to the generosity and hard work of the membership, and
of course, our lovely models. Our scholarship is a wonderful opportunity to help young people who want to attend college and who are
need based. I remember constantly looking for ways to pay for college and wish something was available to me like our scholarship. We
are doing a good thing, and we will continue with this scholarship well into the future. The
scholarship has become a primary focus of the Executive Board. We are working not only
to increase funding, but also to reach out to more students. Our goal for next year is to
have at least ten students apply for our scholarship. Please join us at our April meeting
where we will be awarding the new scholarship winners.
Erika Lundquist, President, DWC of Manatee County

Trump ally Franklin Graham met with sanctioned Russians to discuss 'U.S.Russia Relations'
Trump ally Franklin Graham, an evangelical preacher who shoulders
much of the blame for finally separating the American white evangelical
movement from identifiable "Christianity" once and for all, traveled to
Russia earlier this March to meet with prominent (and sanctioned) Russian officials. This raises two obvious questions. One: Why was evangelical Trump ally Franklin Graham traveling to Russia to meet with sanctioned Russian officials? And two: Why the hell was evangelical Trump
ally Franklin Graham traveling to Russia to meet with sanctioned Russian officials?

Per a captioned photo re-posted from the Duma Instagram account to Graham’s own Instagram account, the meeting with [sanctioned Russian Duma Speaker] Volodin focused “on the
current state of U.S.-Russia relations,” including “the possibility of intensifying contacts between the State Duma and the U.S. Congress.”
That's the story? That Franklin Graham trundled off to meet with U.S.-sanctioned Russian officials in an
effort to make nicey-nicey on behalf of the U.S. Congress, which Graham isn't in, has never been in, and
which has an exceedingly ample travel budget of its own for these things? Why?
In an interview with RIA Novosti, a major Russian state-run outlet, Graham said he called
Pence directly to tell him of the trip. “He was very happy to hear the news,” Graham said. “And
he admitted that he fully supported my decision.”
You know, Vice President Mike Pence has an entire government agency at his disposal to facilitate communications with Russia. It's called the State Department, and while the White House may have gutted a
good portion of it, this is still the sort of thing that is right in its wheelhouse. Instead, we're going to ignore the State Department and have Franklin Graham pop over there? Uh huh
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Due to our annual Fashion Show, Fundraiser last month, there are no
minutes to report this month.
White House rejects request for documents on Trump-Putin
meetings
By: Zachary Basu, Axios

White House counsel Pat Cipollone sent a letter to top House Democrats on
Thursday rejecting their requestfor documents related to President Trump's conversations with Russian President Vladimir Putin, Politico reports.
Details: Addressing the chairs of the House Intelligence, Oversight and Foreign Affairs committees,
Cipollone argued: “The committees’ letters cite no legal authority for the proposition that another
branch of the government can force the president to disclose diplomatic communications with foreign leaders or that supports forcing disclosure of the confidential internal deliberations of the president’s national security advisors."
"With all respect, the Constitution assigns the President the role of charting the course of U.S. foreign policy and determining which diplomatic communications advance the national interest. Policy
disagreements with the President's decisions on those matters do not create a legislative right to review the President's diplomatic communications with foreign leaders."

Why it matters: The Washington Post reported earlier this year that Trump has repeatedly sought to
concealthe details of his face-to-face conversations with Putin from senior officials in his own administration, even going as far as to confiscate notes from his own interpreter. In the context of the investigation into the Trump campaign's ties to the Russian government, Democrats have said they
find this behavior alarming.
The big picture: The White House has now rejected oversight requests from congressional Democrats at least three times. Cipollone sent a similar letter earlier this month refusing to turn over documents related to White House security clearances

Trump says he's withdrawing just-announced North Korea sanctions
President Trump raised eyebrows on Friday with a tweet declaring he would be withdrawing
"additional large scale Sanctions" on North Korea, which he said had
been announced earlier in the day by the Treasury Department.
Between the lines: It's unclear what exactly Trump is talking about,
though Treasury did announce sanctions yesterday on 2 shipping
companies it said had attempted to evade North Korea sanctions.
White House Press Secretary Sarah Sanders told reporters the decision was made because "President Trump likes Chairman Kim and he doesn’t think these sanctions
will be necessary." By: Dave Lawler, Axios
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Photos from our Fashion Show
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The Fashion Show was a huge success,
we raised just under $2,000 toward our
Scholarship Fund

Bill makes it illegal to leave dogs
restrained outside during hurricanes
Violators would face a first-degree misdemeanor charge in the bill sponsored by
Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota.
It is not uncommon for people to flee and leave their pets behind when a hurricane
is threatening Florida.
Shortly before Hurricane Irma made landfall in 2017, Palm Beach County’s Animal
Care and Control director told WPTV news in West Palm Beach that the agency
rescued 49 dogs abandoned by owners fleeing the storm.
Now, state Sen. Joe Gruters, R-Sarasota, wants to make it a first-degree misdemeanor to leave a dog restrained
and unattended outside during hurricanes and other disasters.
“We want to give these dogs a fighting chance,” Gruters said Monday during a committee hearing on his legislation.
Gruters’ bill (SB 1738) easily cleared the Senate Agriculture Committee Monday without opposition.
Many counties already “prohibit animals from being tethered in extreme weather, including but not limited to hurricanes, tropical storm, or tornadoes,” according to an analysis of Gruters’ bill by Senate staff.
The legislation would revise the statewide standards for animal cruelty to include leaving a dog “outside and unattended by use of a restraint during a manmade disaster or a natural disaster.”
A first-degree misdemeanor is punishable by up to a year in jail, and the bill also would subject someone who
violated the new law to a fine of up to $5,000.
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Trump's ties to Deutsche Bank under heavy
scrutiny, and bank fraud may be the least of
it
By: Mark Sumner, Daily Kos

After a string of bankruptcies—including a scheme where
Trump talked investors into banding together to buy out a
bankrupt casino, then purposely bankrupted the investor group—no one wanted to touch a Trump project. But while
he was radioactive elsewhere, Trump found a friend in
Deutsche Bank. During the past two decades, the bank has
channeled more than $2 billion to Trump. Just why the German bank was willing to loan Trump huge
sums when everyone else was breaking out the 20-foot poles is already the subject of twin congressional probes and another investigation by the New York attorney general. And, as the New York
Times reports, there may be plenty of fire lurking behind the smoke.
Deutsche Bank continued to lend Trump money despite a stack of potential red flags, but at least
part of their willingness came from a simple cause: Trump lied to them. He repeatedly misstated his
net worth, misrepresented his financial status, and overestimated the value of his assets. Deutsche
Bank appears to have eventually seen through many of Trump’s lies—such as his claiming to be
worth $3 billion in 2005 when he was worth something more like $780 million. But by then they had
sunk more than $1 billion into Trump-related investments.

But that’s not the biggest mystery. Two years before the bank caught Trump more than tripling his
worth in order to scam another loan, there was a much better reason for it to walk away from any further dealings. Because in 2003, shortly after it first started to get involved with Trump, Deutsche
Bank hit the same issue as previous banks: Trump reportedly defaulted on loans for hundreds of millions. But still, the bank gave him more.
That wasn’t the last time Trump walked away and left Deutsche Bank holding worthless paper.
Trump also appears to have defaulted on a loan in 2008. At the same time he was publicly talking
about what a great time it was to be an investor and how he was going to pick up lots of real estate
while it was cheap, he was telling Deutsche Bank that he couldn’t pay back his loan “because of the
financial crisis.”

Billions from military projects could fund
Trump's border wall
After weeks of delay, the Defense Department on Monday provided Congress
with a list of military construction projects that could see their funding diverted
— about $12.9 billion in total — to pay for a border wall under Trump's declared national emergency.
Why it matters: The 400 construction projects affected are spread across 40
states and nearly 30 countries with a U.S. presence around the world , and
they're often vitally important for local economies. That — along with the power of local news sources in
their communities — could force lawmakers to rethink their position on how to move forward with overriding Trump's national security veto.

6

House committee passes Amendment 4 bill along
party lines
By: Lawrence Mower, Tampa Bay Times

A Florida House committee approved a bill addressing the rollout
of Amendment 4 despite concerns that it would limit the number of
former felons who could have their voting rights restored.
Voting along party lines, Republicans advanced the measure,
which would require felons pay back all court fees and costs before
being eligible to vote, even if those costs are not handed down by
a judge as part of the person’s sentence.
That standard goes beyond the old system, which only required someone pay back restitution to a victim
before applying to have their civil rights restored. And Democratic representatives and others blasted it.
“It’s blatantly unconstitutional as a poll tax,” said Rep. Adam Hattersley, D-Riverview.
At issue was how broadly or narrowly to interpret the amendment, and whether the Legislature needs to do
anything at all.
Advocates of Amendment 4 believe no bill is needed, and that lawmakers are just meddling. Already, felons
are registering to vote — and voting — across the state.
But elections supervisors and others have said they want help interpreting the historic amendment, which
Floridians passed last year. It allowed more than 1 million ex-felons to have their voting rights restored, except for those convicted of “murder” and “sexual offenses.”
Committee chair Jamie Grant, R-Tampa, said he took the language explicitly at its word, and he pointed to
testimony Amendment 4 lawyers gave to the Supreme Court.
Nobody defined what “sexual offenses” meant, Grant said, so he included every felony sexual offense on
the books, including prostitution and placing an adult entertainment store within 2,500 feet of a school.
“There is absolutely zero significance to the term ‘felony sex,’” Grant said. "Had the language said ‘sex offender,' that would have meant something.”
And he said he cited Amendment 4′s own advocates before the Supreme Court, who said completing
someone’s sentence could include fees and court costs.
And he considered it offensive to consider the fines a poll tax.
“To suggest that this is a poll tax inherently diminishes the atrocity of what a poll tax actually was,” Grant
said. “All we’re doing is following statute. All we’re doing is following the testimony of what was presented
before the Florida Supreme Court explicitly acknowledging that fines and court costs are part of a sentence.”

Neil Volz, political director for the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition, which advocated for Amendment 4,
said after that “mistakes were made” before the Supreme Court.
He pointed to Tuesday’s party line vote as evidence that Amendment 4 had become political.
“Today, we saw the beginning of the politicization of Amendment 4,” he said. “We think we can do better
than that.”
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DID YOU KNOW….. We have a FACEBOOK PAGE for our DWC of Manatee County
and is maintained by Ricki Mazzullo. Just go onto FACEBOOK and search
DWC,Manatee. And of course don’t forget about our website maintained by Jeanne
Yeagle. The website is www.dwcmanatee.com. If you have any photos or articles
you think would be nice on our Facebook page, or website you can email them to Ricki
at ricki.mazzullo@yandex.com and to Jeanne at yeagluce@verizon.net

You simply will not believe this Scott Walker tweet
It is my honor to help lead @TheNRRT as we counter the efforts of the far Left to try
and gerrymander their way into permanent control of the Congress and state legislative bodies across the country. Republicans win if we have fair maps!
— Scott Walker (@ScottWalker) March 21, 2019

Cindy McCain Shares the Hate That Followed Trump's Criticism
Senator's widow shares private message she received from a
stranger
(NEWSER) – "I'm glad he's dead," a stranger told John McCain's widow in
a private social media message. Cindy McCain received the message after
President Trump renewed his criticism of the longtime senator and POW,
tweeting a series of attacks on McCain over the weekend, Today reports.
John McCain died last year of brain cancer; Trump was not invited to the
funeral. "Your husband was a traitorous piece of warmongering shit," the message said. "Hope your Mrs.
Piggy looking daughter chokes to death on the next burger she stuffs down her fat neck, too." The post
showed the writer's name. "I want to make sure all of you could see how kind and loving a stranger can
be," Cindy McCain wrote.
Trump's attacks focused on McCain's vote against repealing ObamaCare and other matters, and he said
McCain was "last in his class" at the Naval Academy—which Roll Call points out isn't true. On Tuesday,
Trump said at the White House, "I was never a fan of John McCain, and I never will be,” though he donated more than $30,000 to McCain's presidential campaign in 2008, per CNN. Meghan McCain,
who tweeted in response to Trump in the immediate aftermath of his tweetstorm, also fired back at the
president on The View, which she co-hosts. "He spends his weekend obsessing over great men because
he knows it and I know it and all of you know it, he will never be a great man," she said Monday on the
show. She seemed to think we haven't heard the last of it from Trump. "My father was his kryptonite in
life," she said. "He’s his kryptonite in death." (Trump's attacks on McCain baffle Mitt Romney.)

Here’s this months video for our members who receive their newsletter via computer. It’s a
short story and Music video by The Killers performing LAND OF THE FREE.
CLICK HERE TO WATCH LAND OF THE FREE

8

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President

440-384-0985

Erika Lundquist

elund66@aol.com

1st VP (Programs)

941-714-0839

Jami Heye

jheye@ix.netcom.com

2nd VP (Membership)

941-264-5355

Mary Young

marevegan@gmail.com

Recording Secretary

941-209-2096

Alysia Simms

alysia.simms@gmail.com

Treasurer

402-213- 0769

Joanie LeBaron

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

Regional Representative

941.-748-8536

Mary Bass

marygbass@gmail.com

Fund-Raising

Pat Benson 941-758-4610
pattybenson43@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Sandra Gander 941-758-7187
san.gander@gmail.com

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters 941-753-9741
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy 941-758-5140
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle 941-755-7426
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin 941-545-5788
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental and Ricki Mazzullo 941-746-3471
Legislative Liaison Ricki.Mazzullo@yandex.com
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Corresponding
Secretary

Vicki Wayman 941-567-6695
VickiWaman@tampabay.rr.com

Bylaws Chair

Mary Duda 941-708-0713
mcmduda@aol.com

Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

Persisters May 3rd –5th Deland FL
Democratic Progressive Caucus Board Meeting Mar 27th
7:00-8:30 Democratic HQ Office
Sarasota—Manatee Black Caucus March 28th
6:00—8:00 Democratic HQ Office
DWC Garage Sale March 30th
9:00—2:00 4408 Swordfish Dr, Bradenton
Longboat Key Democratic Club Presentation April 1st
Trump Russia Investigation 11:00—1:00

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Donald Trump (R)
www.whitehouse.gov

202-456-1414

Bill Galvano (R-Distr. 21)

850-487-5026

Galvano.Bill.web@flsenate.gov

941-741-3401

(switchboard) 202-456-1111
OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

Wengay Newton (D-Distr. 70)

(202) 224-5274

941.727.2042

Newt.newton@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)

202-224-3041

www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)

202-225-5015

www.Buchanan.house.gov

941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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850-717-5073

