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[bookmark: _Hlk191395563]“Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.” (2 Corinthians 1:2, NRSVUE) (2) Amen.
This reading of the Gospel Text hits something personal here today on All Saints Sunday! In my mind it actually is the perfect Scripture Text for this Service. Even though it isn’t the Gospel Text and version of the Beatitudes that we are all so familiar with. Even though it isn’t the Gospel Text in poetic fashion from Matthew. Although, it is the alternative version of the Beatitudes from the Gospel of Luke. This version of the Beatitudes does not actually afford us with the opportunity to just sit back and think that it is talking about someone else! This version is the one that puts us smack dab in the middle of the story, and the author makes sure we realize that too. Then, as if the start of it is not enough it takes a turn and starts telling us to do all sorts of things we would much not rather do. Let alone if we did do them then we would probably grumble about it more often than not. Oh yeah, and if that simply wasn’t enough, we are given one final punch, as the all too familiar Golden Rule is delivered in the very last verse. 
With all that being said I would be willing to wager that if you heard it or read it just like I did then you are probably out there feeling a certain kind of way. And, believe it or not, that is actually okay, for this is one of those days that the all too popular Pastoral mindset rings out all too true before I even start preaching. If you have not guessed it yet then let me share it with you, ‘afflict the comfortable and comfort the afflicted.’
Now, if you happen to have a really good memory then you may be sitting out there and thinking that we already heard this message this year. And… you would be correct! We were delivered a piece of it on February 16th, and an additional piece of it the following week on February 23rd. We got the front end and introduction of the Sermon on the Plain, and then we got the back end and finale. I invited you to take an alternative look at things with me the first week as we pulled together the “Blessed Ares” and the “Woe Tos.” We compared and contrast them in a slightly different way than our minds traditionally would allow us to. Then, the following week, we got the rest of the proverbial meat and potatoes. We got to hear and read the rest of the text as we explored it more in depth. I even introduced you to my days back in the Royal Rangers.
Now, I will go out on a limb and say that our focus today can pretty much be exclusively on the last verse. That does not mean we will not visit or keep the rest of the text in mind, but that simply means that last sentence, or that last verse just really does the job. It focuses on precisely all of the text in its entirety, and it sums up everything perfectly. So, let me read verse 31, that good ole famous Golden Rule, out loud one more time here. It says, “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” (2) That seems extremely simple right? In a perfect world where there are no rude people, no rough situations, no illnesses, no hardships, no wars, or no anything else that can throw us off of this goal and mindset then yes, that would be extremely simple. However, we all know that is not what we get. The perfect scenario does not often exist, but the perfect response, the Christlike response and behavior is always an option, but unfortunately, we let our feelings get the better of us at times, and we do not deliver or act the way we know we should or could.
So, let’s look at it this way… We have people on this list that we will be reading later that we are still questioning why they are not here and possibly sitting right next to us, and we really miss them. We have people on this list that we will be reading later that suffered in life, whether it be their health or in other things, or even both, and sometimes we question how that could have happened. We have people on this list that we will be reading later that are just plain and simple gone, and gone way too soon in our minds, and that is confusing and frustrating as well. We have people on this list that we will be reading later that defined what the Golden Rule truly is, and we have such fond memories of them, and that is precisely what we need to lift up in today’s context, and every single day’s context as well. What I also do not want to forget is that we also had people on the list in years past that we read and we wish or question the very same things of. However, we choose to keep them alive in our hearts and our minds, in our daily actions, and we think of those people of God as a blessing in our lives and the lives of the community that each one of them was in, and even continues to be in through us emulating things we learned from them. They are the true Saints that we honor and celebrate today. We celebrate their very existence because they were the ever so wonderful creation of the Ultimate Creator, they were treated by and cared for by the Ultimate Physician, but just like Jesus they had an expiration date set on their lives before they were born. They were here on this earth to serve the will of God, the will of all, and I sure hope they feel they did a good job doing so, or that they spoke to God before they reached that final hour. Regardless, we thank God for them time and time again. Just like we thank God for sending Jesus down to this earth to live among us, to go to the cross and the grave, and to be risen so that we can experience everlasting life in eternity, and have the hope of being reunited yet again.
Yes, today’s message can be very morbid. It can have us diving really deep. It can have us exploring many more things than we often feel comfortable with. However, that is simply what we must do. It is by no accident that we explored this Gospel Text yet again, let alone on a day like this. There clearly was a reason that we had to put an alternative eye on things. 
Now, I know many of us have a mindset at times that the people that have passed on before us are keeping an eye out for us. That they are looking down and watching over us, and proud of some of the decisions and actions that we make and take. Then again, there is the flip side of that. Sometimes we do not feel like they are still there, or even worse yet, we hope they are not watching when we mess up. I know one thing for certain; our Triune God is there with us, our Triune God is watching all the things that we do, and our Triune God knows who we are and where our heart truly is at all times. Our Triune God knows that we are filled with several of the good principles and life skills from the people that were so intricately placed in our lives. Our Triune God knows that we know how to act right and do right from those examples, and the most perfect and wonderful example of Jesus Christ as well. Let us not take it lightly that we indeed are the living Saints that have died to ourselves at our baptisms, and we are the living Saints who seek the forgiveness of sins each and every time we come to Christ’s table in Holy Communion.
So, with all that said, it is now our time to shine! It is now our time to focus on that Golden Rule and really “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” (2) We are not doing anything for brownie points, and I know for certain that our Triune God is not keeping any kind of score. Now is our time to really examine ourselves time and time again. To really look into those “Blessed Ares” and the “Woe Tos” and make some big-time changes, as well as keep on keeping on. As we are hopeful to hear the very same words that those who have passed on before us have heard as well… and those are the words from chapter 25 of Matthew, verses 21 and 23, in which I believe the New Living Translation puts it best, “‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.” (2)
Let us all hope for and be together yet again at the wonderfully amazing large banquet table in heaven. Let us all hope for and be together yet again as we reunite with those that have passed on before us in heaven. Let us not allow another All Saints Sunday pass us by where we just remember the memories of those that have passed on, but let us reflect on ourselves too. Let us not allow another All Saints Sunday pass us by where we do not fall to our knees and truly thank our Triune God for all that has been done in our lives and the lives of all the Saints that have passed on before us.
[bookmark: _Hlk199781786]Amen.












Luke 6:20-31 (NRSVUE)
In echoes of the prophet Isaiah and Mary’s song of praise, Jesus reveals surprising things about who enjoys blessing and who endures woe. He invites his disciples to shower radical love, blessing, forgiveness, generosity, and trust even on enemies and outsiders.

20 Then [Jesus] looked up at his disciples and said:
 “Blessed are you who are poor,
  for yours is the kingdom of God.
 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now,
  for you will be filled.
 “Blessed are you who weep now,
  for you will laugh.
  22 “Blessed are you when people hate you and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice on that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven, for that is how their ancestors treated the prophets.
 24 “But woe to you who are rich,
  for you have received your consolation.
 25 “Woe to you who are full now,
  for you will be hungry.
 “Woe to you who are laughing now,
  for you will mourn and weep.
  26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.

  27 “But I say to you who are listening: Love your enemies; do good to those who hate you; 28 bless those who curse you; pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If anyone strikes you on the cheek, offer the other also, and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you, and if anyone takes away what is yours, do not ask for it back again. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.”
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