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Lucy Lapides’s first memory is being in her mother’s arms in a voting booth, pushing down the levers on election day. She was
politically aware ever since! An assistant registrar of voters in
Hamden CT for 11 years, she brought her interest and expertise
with her to Florida where she and her husband became fulltime
residents on January 1, 1999 (just in time to vote in the Hanging
Chad presidential election of 2000). Moving to Lakewood Ranch in
2001, she got involved during the 2004 presidential campaign and
never looked back. She was a founding member of the
Lakewood Ranch Democratic Club in 2008, and its president April Guest Speaker
since 2009. She has been a member of the DEC since then
Lucy Lapides
as well. She has chaired the Annual Manatee County Democratic Gala since 2013 threatening that each year was her last. She takes great
pride in having been a Hillary Clinton Delegate to the Democratic convention in
Philadelphia in 2016.

DWC Luncheon
April 14th
11:30 am

A big THANK YOU to everyone who
gave their time and money to help
make the Annual Marge Kinnan
and Shirley Snyder Scholarship
Luncheon and Silent Auction

Peridia Golf & Country Club 4950 Peridia
Blvd E, Bradenton, FL 34203
Meal Choices are on the next page
Please make your reservations and meal choice
by April 8th.
Call Joanie LeBaron at 941.243.0169

We were able to raise over $4,000
dollars which will be presented to
our Scholarship winners at our
April meeting.

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com
Cost is $20

A special thanks to Patty Benson
who coordinated this very successful fundraiser.
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April’s President’s Letter
Let’s face it. This was easily the worst Legislative Session in decades.
Thanks to Ron DeSantis and his Republican cronies, Florida has managed to
assault every community in our state. The only winner in this destructive war
is rich white men. So, what do we do? We fight back. Who are our allies?
Well…. Women who want their reproductive rights back… The LGBTQ community who demands to be treated fairly, which was lost with the Don’t say
gay bill… The poor who needed help with rental assistance and got none…
Lawful Immigrants who want to be treated with dignity and not as political pawns…People of color
who despite the census are lumped together into districts that make no sense – except to Republicans ...Teachers who are now afraid to teach history, to name a few.
When you talk to your friends and neighbors, find out what troubles them. How about gas prices?
Rather than take measures to lower them now, that will happen in October to help Republicans
get elected.
It is time for we, the people, to stand up. We may not agree on everything, but we can agree on
the fact that we are losing our rights across the board. I’m not asking you to write letters, make
phone calls or canvass neighborhoods, just to have meaningful conversations with people you
know. I almost forgot, how about Rumble…

“Florida law professors endorse Jackson for Supreme Court, urge Senate to keep politics out of it,
“Seventy-one Florida law professors and legal scholars, more than
half of them from state-run universities, have sent a letter to the
Senate Judiciary Committee in support of confirming Judge Ketanji
Brown Jackson’s historic nomination to the U.S. Supreme Court.
They touted her experience and Florida upbringing in the two-page letter, while at the same time
urging senators to not let the confirmation process “devolve into a polarized partisan affair, as it
regrettably has in the past.” BY: Jeffrey Schweers, Orlando Senti

PLEASE MAKE YOUR RESERVATION AND MEAL
CHOICE FOR THE APRIL MEETING
Deadline to register is Friday, April 8th. Call or email
Joanie LeBaron, 941-243-0169, joanielebaron0109@gmail.com,
to register.
Please select one of these meal selections
Cost is $20
#1 Champagne Salmon, with chef’s choice of vegetable and starch
#2 California Cobb Salad - Mixed greens topped with applewood smoked bacon, diced avocado,
diced tomatoes, chopped egg, diced chicken and blue cheese crumbles, served with balsamic
dressing. (Omit chicken and bacon for vegetarian)
#3 Open faced Chicken parmesan with Caesar salad
All meals come with bread and butter, nonalcoholic drink of your choice and a dessert of cheesecake with strawberry glaze, topped with whipped cream.
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Democratic Women’s Club of Manatee County
Annual Scholarship Luncheon
The winners for 2022 include:
Nicole Dianne Woods who will receive a $1500 scholarship to focus on her master’s degree in
Nursing. She is a divorced mother of two children with one child being handicapped. She is a survivor of domestic violence. She lives on one income and a heart full of resilience. Her grades in the
past have been outstanding and she was a leader in the Women’s March here in Manatee County.
Jessica Burdette will receive a $1,000 scholarship to focus on an English Literature Degree with a
minor in French. She also loves to write poetry. Her brother will be in college at the same time as
her brother. She has a 4.5 GPA and a SAT score of 1360. She has not decided as to which college
she will attend. I am amazed that she was part of the Girl Scouts from 2009-2021 and not only completed all badges but received the Bronze, Silver, and Gold Community Service Awards. She attended Manatee High School and is ranked as 6th in her class of 450. Go girl!
Anabelle Wan-Yen Lam is a student at Lakewood High School and will also receive a $1,000
scholarship. She will be attending Vanderbilt University in Nashville, TN. Hoping to study Human
and Organizational Development in the Tech area or Product Marketing. She is an AP scholar with
Distinction and National Honor Society. Her GPA is 4.4918 and is twenty out of 579 students. She
will not be able to take a car to Vanderbilt therefore causing a hard ship because she must work.
She has two other sisters in college at the University of Florida. Her mom owns a small business
and was especially hit hard during Covid. Another deserving student.
Savanah Jane Gonzales is our final $1,000 scholarship winner. Savanah attends Palmetto High
School and will be attending State College of Florida to study Forensic Psychology through law enforcement. Her grade point average is 3.5962 and is 133/454 students. She comes from a workingclass family who is unable to pay for fulltime college. She has also been in the Avid program which
allows her to take College courses. As her fellow teachers and administrators have said, “She is a
diligent worker and will succeed in what ever she hopes to do.”
Congratulations to all four of our ladies. The best of luck in your future endeavors.

WE WILL BE PRESENTING THE
SCHOLARSHIPS TO OUR WINNERS
Thursday, April 14th, 11:30 am
Peridia Golf and Country Club
4950 Peridia Blvd. East
Bradenton, FL
Please join us for a truly uplifting meeting. We are so pleased to announce we made over $4,000
on our scholarship fundraiser in March and that, combined with what we already had in the fund,
has enabled us to provide scholarships to 4 very deserving women. You’ll get a chance to meet
them in person. In addition, our guest speaker will be Lucy Lapides, president of the Lakewood
Ranch Democratic Club, who happens to be a top individual donor to the scholarship fund. Wow!!
Lucy, who is once again spearheading the Manatee County Democratic Gala, will give us an update
on Gala speakers and on how we can participate in person, or via Zoom. After such a discouraging
Legislative session, it’s wonderful that we can celebrate our successes and quite possibly meet the
people who will help turn Florida Blue.
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Scholarship
Fundraiser
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support legislation to change that. Last year,
Sen. Chris Murphy (D-Conn.) introduced legislation to impose a code of ethics onto the Supreme Court.

Rick Scott on Ginni Thomas texts:
Justice Thomas 'will always
do the right thing'

"I haven't seen the legislation, but you know - I
tell you what my experience with the Supreme
Court is they're trying their best to interpret the
laws, do the best they can. I don't agree with
everything they do. None of us would, but I think
they're trying to do the best they
can," said Scott.

Sen. Rick Scott (R-Fla.) on Sunday said
he believed Justice Clarence Thomas
would "always do the right thing" in response to
reports of text messages that Ginni Thomas,
Clarence Thomas's wife, sent to
former President Trump's chief of
staff Mark Meadows in support of
overturning the 2020 presidential
election.

Fellow Republican congressional
lawmakers have defended Clarence Thomas in the wake of the
controversy. Senate Minority
Leader Mitch McConnell (R-Ky.)
and House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy (R-Calif.) both
voiced their support for Thomas last week.

"Fox News Sunday" host John
Roberts asked Scott for his
thoughts on the controversy, noting that there have been calls for
the justice to recuse himself from future cases
involving the Jan. 6 Capitol attack.

In a statement, McConnell said, "Justice Thomas
is a great American and an outstanding Justice. I
have total confidence in his brilliance and impartiality in every aspect of the work of the Court."

"Well first off, I admire and respect Clarence
Thomas. I think he's been a great Supreme
Court justice," Scott said. "And Clarence Thomas, in my opinion, will always do the right thing.
So I've not seen ... I've watched Clarence Thomas for years that I've never- always seen him do
the right thing."

McCarthy said at a press conference that he
does not believe that Thomas should recuse
himself from cases having to do with the Jan. 6
attack.

Roberts noted that Supreme Court justices are
not bound by the same code of ethics that other
federal judges are and asked Scott if he would

BY: JOSEPH CHOI , The Hill

California teacher leads preschoolers in anti-Biden
chant
A Southern California private school apologized to parents after
a teacher shared a video last month of her leading preschool students in a chant denouncing President Joe Biden.

dent?"

The video in Norco shows the unnamed teacher at Turning Point
Christian School asking the 4- and 5-year-olds, "Who’s our presi-

When they answer in unison, "Biden," the teacher then asks, "What do we want to do with him?"
The students shout back, "We want him out!"
Parent Christina McFadden said the video from the President’s Day lesson was shared with parents through the school’s messaging app, before it was taken down.
Turning Point officials said in a statement to parents that the school was "sorry for any misunderstanding" caused by the video.
BY: Associated Press
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DEMOCRAT WOMEN ACEND ON TALLEHASSIE FOR TALLEY
DAYS! THANK YOU JOANIE LEBARON AND PATTY BENSON FOR
REPRESENTING THE DWC OF MANATEE COUNTY

Bidens welcome new family cat
to the White House
First lady Jill Biden has revealed the long-awaited Biden family cat.

She is a short-haired, two-year-old gray tabby named Willow. The
name is inspired by the first lady's hometown of Willow Grove,
Pennsylvania.
Biden first met Willow at a campaign stop in 2020, according to information provided by the first
lady's press secretary Michael LaRosa, when the cat jumped on stage and the owners of the farm
where the event was being held noticed the "immediate bond"they shared
"Willow is settling into the White House with her favorite toys, treats, and plenty of room to smell
and explore," LaRosa said in a statement. BY: Kate Bennett, CNN
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Oscars broadcast mocks FL’s
‘Don’t Say Gay’ legislation;
DeSantis aide lashes back
Florida’s so-called “Don’t Say Gay” bill gained
national attention again when three actresses
during the Oscars Sunday chanted “gay” on
stage in opposition to the measure, which
awaits approval by Gov. Ron DeSantis.
That sparked a reaction Monday from a spokeswoman for DeSantis, who blasted the actresses
for referencing the legislation that critics say
would harm the LGBTQ community by prohibiting classroom discussions about gender identity
and sexual orientation.

and has announced a news conference at the
Classical Preparatory School in Spring Hill later
Monday. The announcement didn’t disclose the
topic, but news reports indicate he might sign
the legislation.

The LGBTQ community and allies fear a chilling
effect on discussions in public classrooms about
that group for kindergarten through third grade
and even in higher grades if deemed ageinappropriate to any parent, who would be alSykes, Amy Schumer, and Regina Hall all began lowed to sue school districts if they feel teachers
have stepped over the line.
chanting “gay” as the crowd applauded.
A video was posted on Twitter of the mockery.
U.S. Rep. Charlie Crist, a former Republican
Wanda Sykes, who is openly gay and married to
another woman, said: “We’re gonna have a
great night tonight, and for you people in Florida,
we’re gonna have a gay night.”

Christina Pushaw said in an email Monday to the governor, issued a written statement denouncing
the governor’s support of the legislation.
Florida Phoenix:
“As you know, there is no such bill called ‘Don’t
Say Gay’ in Florida. The Parental Rights in Education bill does not ban the word ‘gay’ or mention LGBT issues at all. It’s about ageappropriate education for young children in public schools. I would suggest these actresses
read the bill before commenting on it.”

“Gov. DeSantis loves to boast that he’s made
Florida the ‘freest state in America,’ yet today he
will sign a heinous, hateful piece of legislation
that silences teachers in their own classrooms
and effectively harms millions of LGBTQ+ students, with nowhere else to turn for help,” said
Crist, a Democratic gubernatorial candidate.

DeSantis has signaled his support for the bill

BY: ISSAC MORGAN, FLORIDA PHOENIX

Recent Interesting Quotes
“Some of y’all still want to try and find political compromise with those that want to groom our school aged
children and pretend men are women, etc,, “I think they need to be lined up against [a] wall before a firing
squad to be sent to an early judgment.” — Robert Foster, former GOP State Rep

“In a second Trump term, I think he may well have withdrawn from NATO,” Bolton said.
“And I think [Russian President Vladimir] Putin was waiting for that.” — Former National
Security Advisor John bolton
"The president has asked me to rescind the election of 2020,
‘You can't do that."
"I read the law. I know the Constitution. Mr. President, you can't do that. It's unconstitutional," — GOP Rep Mo Brooks
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Now that we are meeting in person again, please remember our
charities, The Daily Bread, Healthy Start, and The Bethesda
House. The Daily Bread needs our food contributions, such
as dried beans, oatmeal, canned meats and vegetables, cereal
and more. Healthy Start needs baby supplies for struggling
Mothers such as diapers, formula, powder, and clothing to name
just a few. The Bethesda House is in need of toiletries for both
men and women. Please be generous to these wonderful organizations by bringing your donations to our luncheon. Together we can make a difference.

Madeleine Albright, 1st female
US secretary of state, dies
Madeleine Albright, a child refugee from Nazi- and then Soviet-dominated
Eastern Europe who rose to become the first female secretary of state and
a mentor to many current and former American statesmen and women,
died Wednesday of cancer, her family said. She was 84.
A lifelong Democrat who nonetheless worked to bring Republicans into her
orbit, Albright was chosen in 1996 by President Bill Clinton to be America's
top diplomat, elevating her from U.S. ambassador to the United Nations,
where she had been only the second woman to hold that job.
As secretary of state, Albright was the highest-ranking woman in the history of the U.S. government. She was not in the line of succession to the presidency, however, because she was born in
what was then Czechoslovakia. Still, she was universally admired for breaking a glass ceiling,
even by her political detractors.
BY: Matthew Lee, Yahoo News
Millions of Ukrainian refugees have fled their homes due to Russia's war in Ukraine. As of Thursday, more than 3.7 million Ukrainians have left the country in search of safety in neighboring
countries, the United Nations refugee agency UNHCR reports.
More than 2 million Ukrainian refugees have entered Poland, while the rest have mostly gone to
Romania, Moldova, Hungary and Slova
Katie Teague kia. Linda Thomas-Greenfield, the US ambassador to the UN, has warned that the
war could create as many as 5 million refugees. —
Katie Teague, Cnet
The two videos below is how Ukrainian’s lives were a few years ago as opposed to today. The
first video is “Ukrainian People Tribute” by Tsachi E. Second is “Tribute The Sound Of Silence Ukraine Tribute” created by Disturbed.

Tribute The Sound of Silence
Ukraine tribute

Ukrainian People Tribute
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DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF MANATEE COUNTY OFFICERS/LEADERS 2018-2019

OTHER OFFICERS

ELECTED OFFICERS
President
Joanie LeBaron

Pat Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

Hospitality/
Calling

Open

Candidate
Search

Vicki Waters
vwaters@earthlink.net

Parliamentarian

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

Web Master

Jeanne Yeagle
yeagluce@verizon.net

Newsletter and
Directory

Brian Heavrin
blh3011@gmail.com

Environmental

Mary Bass
marygbass@gmail.com

joanielebaron0108@gmail.com

1st VP (Programs)
Ellie Billops

elbill2000@gmail.com

2nd VP (Membership)
Christine Fletcher

cfletcher19521952@gmail.com

Recording Secretary
Patti Boynton

pboynton5@gmail.com

Treasurer
Nancy Hadley

hadleyn1@iclloud.com

Regional Representative

Mary Duda

Fund-Raising

Legislative Liaison Patty Benson
pattybeenutty@gmail.com

mcmduda@aol.com

Website Links

Corresponding
Secretary

Mary Duda
mcmduda@aol.com

Bylaws Chair

Fay Murphy
faymurph@aol.com

DWC of Manatee County Website
Manatee County Democratic Website
Democratic Women’s Club of Florida
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Manatee County Democratic Women’s Club
6403 Heritage Lane
Bradenton, FL 34209

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

FOR IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER
Most Democrat Clubs and Caucuses have canceled their
meetings or are having zoom meetings. To check status,
times, and dates of events and club meetings, please visit our
Manatee County Democratic website at
www.ManateeDemocrats.com.

Elected Officials
CONTACT OUR ELECTED OFFICIALS

OUR FLORIDA SENATORS

PRESIDENT
Joseph Biden
www.whitehouse.gov

Jim Boyd (R-Distr. 21)
switchboard) 202-456-1111

Boyd.Jim.web@flsenate.gov

U.S. SENATORS
Rick Scott (R)
help@rickscott.senate.gov

850.487.5026

OUR FLORIDA REPRESENTATIVES
Michele Rayner (D-Distr.70)

(202) 224-5274

727.892.2468

Rayner.Michele@myfloridahouse.gov
Marco Rubio (R)
www.MarcoRubio.senate.gov

202-224-3041
813-287-5035

Will Robinson (R-Distr. 71)
Will.robinson@myfloridahouse.gov

U.S. REPRESENTATIVES
Vern Buchanan (R-Distr. 16)
www.Buchanan.house.gov

202-225-5015
941-747-9081

Tommy Gregory (R-Distr. 73)
Tommy.gregory@myfloridahouse.gov

GOVERNOR
Ron DeSantis (R)

941.708.4968

850-717-9337

www.flgov.com/email-the-governor/
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941.708.5660

