‘A wonderfully swift and clear biography’ ANDREW ROBINSON

— The Economist

‘Excellent: well researched and clearly presented ... T H E

compelling reading’

— The Times Literary Supplement
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the story of MICHAEL VENTRIS

‘A superb biography of Michael Ventris, combining

a warm account of his life with just enough technical
detail to satisfy those who have knowledge of linguistics
or indeed of the classics. It is a splendid read, and a fine
memorial to the split personality that enabled Ventris to
decipher Minoan Linear B so triumphantly’

— Current World Archaeology

ANDREW ROBINSON is a King’s Scholar of Eton
College, where he won the headmaster’s Greek grammar
prize, and holds a degree from Oxford University; he
was also a visiting fellow of Wolfson College, Cambridge.
His many books include 7%e Story of Writing: Alphabets,
Hieroglyphs and Pictograms and Lost Languages: The
Enigma of the World's Undeciphered Scripts, and
biographies of Thomas Young (7he Last Man Who

Knew Everything) and Jean-Frangois Champollion
(Cracking the Egyptian Code).

On the cover: front Portrait of Michael Ventris. Camera Press, photo
Tom Blau; back woodcut map of the Aegean, G.A. Vavassore, 1539.
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