Aim: How were Native Americans affected by Westward expansion?


I. Native Americans and Westward Expansion
· westward expansion created problems for Native Americans 

· Three things moved the whites West:

1. California gold rush

2. the transcontinental railroad

3. farmland on the Great Plains 

II. Indian Wars
· 1850s to 1890 Indians fought Whites
· Superior technology and divisions among Native Americans allowed the whites to win

· The defeat of the Sioux at Wounded Knee was the end of the Indian Wars

III. Changing Government Policies
· The Native Americans were put on reservations  
· In 1887 Congress passed the Dawes Act
· Wanted to Americanize the Native Americans

· Wanted to break up tribes and reservations 
· Granted land directly to Indians 

· Natives who gave up their ways would be granted deeds to their land and citizenship

· Few Native Americans accepted the terms of the Dawes Act

· The Native American population was greatly reduced in size 
