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Meeting and Program - 10/9 

5:30 Social, 6:30 dinner, 7:15 program 
 

 Please join us for our next People to People 

meeting and program at the Elks Club on 

October 9. 

 

 The menu for this evening will be roast turkey, 

green beans, twice baked potatoes, salad and 

rolls. The cost of the dinner is $21.00 per 
person.  
 

 Checks can be made out to People to People 

Sheboygan and mailed to Rich Miesfeld at 

2047 Marion Lane, Sheboygan, 53083. 

Additionally, for this month, either email him at 

miesfeld@att.net or text him at 920 917-8781 if 

you are attending as he is out of town on a trip 

from Oct 4-12 but will still get the reservation 

in. You may also pay using PayPal. Enter 

@PTPISheboygan and inform Rich who is 

sending the money. Please add a bit more to 

cover the 3% that PayPal charges. 

 

 

 

Future Events - Elks’ Club  

No meetings for November and January 

Dec 11, 2025 Dinner/Christmas  

Feb 12, 2026 Dinner meeting 

 

Program Speakers 
 Oct - TBD 

 Dec - Christmas program 

 Feb - TBD 

 Mar - TBD 

 Apr - TBD  

 May - TBD 

  

We could use some suggestions for speakers 

where “TBD” is listed. Please contact a board 

member if you have anybody in mind. 

Dessert  
 Oct - Thom and Stacie Nicla 

 Dec - Member contributions 

 Feb - Open 

 Mar - Open 

 Apr - Open 

 May - Open 

 

If you are willing to provide a dessert for any of 

the “Open” slots, please contact Steve Dick 

(920) 476-2152. Thank you! 
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A Blast From the Past 

At the September meeting, Dennis Leffin, a 

longtime 

member, 

shared a 

People to 

People 

International’s 

Summer 1988 

issue that he 

still cherished. 

On page 41, 

was an article 

written by our 

very own Jon Keckonen, regarding our 

Chapter’s 20 year friendship with Esslingen, 

Germany, our sister city.  

 

 Excerpt 1 taken from the article: 

During the summer of 1987, the Sheboygan 
Chapter hosted 40 members of the 
Historische Burgergarde for a two-week 
period.  The Burgergarde was established 
in1829 as a volunteer security organization 
to protect the city from hostile intruders. In 
more recent years, the organization has 
traded its weapons for musical instruments 
and performs at local festivals in and 
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around Esslingen. While in Sheboygan, the 
group marched in the Fourth of July 
parade, performed for the Sheboygan 
Kiwanis Club and entertained the residents 
at three nursing homes. 

Excerpt 2 taken from the article: 

Pauline Hejl has been the coordinator of the 
program in Esslingen for the past seven 
years.  While in Sheboygan this past 
summer, “Mom” Hejl, as she is known to 
the Sheboygan students who participated 
in the Exchange program, had an 
opportunity to see a number of her 
Sheboygan “children” during an open 
house at our home.  There were many hugs 
and a few tears as Pauline and the students 
relived some wonderful times in Esslingen. 

German Fall Traditions/Holidays 

The German Erntedankfest has existed since the 

3rd century 

when people 

started to 

thank God for 

the harvest 

that was 

brought in. It 

is usually celebrated on the first Sunday in 

October. It is somewhat similar to Thanksgiving 

festivals in other countries because it focuses on 

thanking God for the harvest gifts. 

The typical Thanksgiving celebration in 

German-speaking countries includes fairs, 

processions, parades, church services, music 

and dance. There is also a tradition of choosing 

the harvest queen and presenting her with the 

traditional harvest crown. In large cities, the 

celebrations are often sponsored by Catholic and 

Protestant churches. 

Der Tag der Deutschen Einheit or German 

Unity Day takes place on the 3rd of October 

every year. There are 

political speeches, 

concerts and 

fireworks all over the 

country  

commemorating the 

reunification of East 

and West Germany 

in 1990. Unlike some national holidays that 

feature large, widely observed traditions, German 

Unity Day is often celebrated in a more subdued 

manner by individuals and families. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_vpXOVzx4b0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E57oFlnURA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2E57oFlnURA

