A questions raised from this text is, 


“Why does the beast come out of the sea?”  

Many commentators leave it at the parallelism SLIDE

with passages from Daniel, Job, and Psalms.  



The beast in Daniel comes from the Sea.  



The Leviathan is the water bound creature 




and the Beheamoth is the earth bound creature 



both translated as Dragon in the Septuigant.  


So there is a biblical answer in this situation.  

These would pass a test, 


but leave a lot on the table.  

Why has God twice shown us, 


through Daniel 


and now John 



the beasts oppressive governments coming out of the sea?  SLIDE
I recall a discssion from my Government class in high school 


that explored why we have governments 


instead of anarchy. 

Why do we have politics, governments, and social contracts 


in order  to live together?  

Chaos ensues 


if everyone was going off of what seemed right for them in the moment.  

So to limit chaos, 


we make social contracts with one another.  



“Ma and Pa, 




you raised me from birth, 




so I will keep you alive when you are old.”  



“If I help you today, 




you will need to help me tomorrow.”  



“You use this piece of land 




and I will use this piece over here, 





and we will both be able to survive.”  

These contracts brought stability to our world 


that was otherwise rough and chaotic.  

Now from a purely pragmatic point of view, 


keeping older parents alive doesn't put more food on the table.  


Having to trade work is okay, 



but slavery gives me an advantage if I have the power.  


Land boundaries seem silly 



when the other person's land is ready to harvest.  




Why not take the fruit of their labor?  


Because we did not want to live in a purely “Might makes right” society.  

We would all acknowledge however, 


that states or nations still have their issues.  

Robert Higgs puts the issue rather bluntly.  SLIDE

“In debates between anarchists and statists, 



the burden of proof clearly should rest on those 




who place their trust in the state. 


Anarchy’s mayhem is wholly conjectural; 


the state’s mayhem is undeniably, 



factually horrendous.”  

Is Jesus telling us here


that the state is to be avoided at all cost?  

I don't hear that in this passage.  SLIDE

God created the nation state 



when he set out guidelines for Adam and Eve.  


God has desired to be our King from the beginning.  

So the question becomes, 


as it was for Israel, 



“Who are you going to serve?”  



Who has your highest allegiance?  




Yahweh, the Triune God, 





or something else.

In Revelation 4 and 5 


we were shown what God's rule looks like.  

6-11 showed us how that is playing out through history.  

Now we will see what Satan's earthly rule looks like.  


We are constantly being asked by Jesus, 



“Who will your serve?”

Jesus shows John and us, SLIDE

the beast comes out of the place of chaos, 



the sea 


and brings with him horns, heads, crowns, and blasphemous names 



with complete numbers of 10, 7, 10, and 7.  


So complete authority like the dragon, 


complete knowledge, 


complete wealth, 


and a complete set of blasphemous names



trying to be God.  SLIDE
All of this is given to the Leviathan for a period of time.  


What is given can be taken away.  

This beast is trying to be part of reproducing the Trinity.  SLIDE

But he is clearly a cheap knock off, 



but still real.  

Notice the devil is not creating anything new here, 


but merely copying God's plan as best he can.  


But it is not the real thing.  

This beast, 


like in Daniel 



is a conglomeration of the 4 beasts Daniel saw, 


each representing a different empire.  



Leopard, bear, and lion 




all combining to make one great beast.  


The beast even has a fatal wound on one of its heads.  

All of these pictures swirl around 


to tell us what we already know about politics.  

We know that Nations, corporations, SLIDE

and families rise and fall.  

They were all trying to bring order to the chaos. 

The question we need to answer 


is why do they rise and fall?  

What is keeping our country from falling, 


our family from disintegrating, 


our church from blowing away in the wind?  

We realize often, SLIDE

that it is only by grace that we live to see another day.  

But we also pretend often 


that it is because of us that the world goes round.  

Can you guess which one is the truth 


and which one the beast of the sea would have you believe.

Governments have their place, 

family structures have their place, 


but when they start operating in ways that do not glorify God, 



but rather blaspheme God, 


then they are not fully serving God 



and are not sustainable.  

When this occurs, 


we should not be surprised when God eventually brings them to a close.  
We hear God doing this with Kings reigns throughout the Old Testament.  


We have seen God do this with the Ottoman, 


British, and Roman Empires.  

Many nations started out with high ideals and good intentions, 


just like the United States did.  SLIDE
But living up to 


and into those Christian ideals 



takes more effort 


than living into the look a likes 



that the beast offers us.  

So which one do our lives show we worship the most? 


We so easily forget that God wants us to worship him with our whole lives.

The devil doesn't forget, 


nor do the beasts of water and earth.  SLIDE
The Beast has power to make war and conquer us.  

There is not a category of people 


who the beast does not have authority to wage war against.  

All inhabitants 


except one group 



will worship the beast, 


because the “might makes right” 



seems to work.  

The only people who will be able to resist, 


are those who have their name written in the book of Life 


and belong to the Lamb that was slain.  

They will be the only ones who will be able to resist, 


because they will be the only ones SLIDE


that will use politics like a Slain Lamb 



instead of a roaring lion.  


They will not be oppressing people, 



but serving people.  


Even to their own peril.

In Daniel's time, 


the list of Nations oppressing God's people was long.  



The Babylonians, Egyptians, 



Assyrians and eventually the Romans.  

The beast keeps on reimagining itself in new ways, 


under new names.  

At times, 


taking on titles that belong to God alone.  

Perhaps you are familiar with some blasphemous phrases, SLIDE

“Caesar is Lord.”  


Or, “Only I can save you.”  

In reality, 


it is “Jesus is Lord” 


and “only Jesus can save us.”  

When leaders start taking on the roll of God, 


they show their true colors.  

They are not trying to be God's servants, 


rather they are trying to be God.  

Just like we see happening in this window.  


The dragon as the father, 


the beast of sea as Jesus, 


and beast of land as the Holy Spirit.  



They are all trying but can't.

The reality we are shown 


says Darrell Johnson is, SLIDE
“governments which step out from under the rule of God 


do not become divine. 


They become demonic. 

Governments that exalt humanity as the measure of all things 


do not become more humane; 


they become more demonic.”  

We pray for our leaders to follow the rule of God almost weekly.  

At times, 


the headlines seem to point the direction we have been going for decades.  

So how should we as followers of Jesus 


interact with our Governments?

First, SLIDE

be suspicious of them.  

We need to be watching for the blasphemous things they claim, 


which is the first step to beastly governments.  

I am unaware of a government that started beastly 


and continued on that way.  

They always start with good intentions, 


but things change over time.  

So consistently asking, 


are we still holding to the ideals with which we started, 



is a healthy exercise.

Second, SLIDE

we should hold our allegiances to our country, state, city, and family 



secondary to our allegiance to God.  

Our public school has the pledge of allegiance recited every school day.  


That pledge, 



as disciples of Jesus, 


needs to always be secondary 



to the pledge that we are followers of Jesus 



and he is our Lord.  


When the two come into conflict,



Jesus should win.

Nationalism creeps in to be followed here.  


“It is our country that gives us freedoms.”  

Do you see who took God's place there?  


Our United States citizenship 



is secondary to Jesus' kingdom.  

When we realize there are brothers and sisters in Christ 


scattered throughout the world in every country, 



we should not be quick to go to war anywhere.  


Otherwise we become part of the sword that attacks Jesus' disciples.

Third, SLIDE

this also means that no beast can be killed by the sword.  

We keep thinking that we deal fatal wounds to beastly governments.  


Then they rise again in a different form.  



The Taliban in Afghanistan is a recent example.  



The German Empire was struck down twice in under 20 years.  

The sword doesn't take the beast down, 


it actually empowers the beast.  



Evil feeds off of Evil.  

It is only when we  follow the lamb, 


that the weaknesses of the lion are exposed.  

The lion does not want this known, 


so he strikes the lamb down early and often.  

Resisting is going to cost all of us something.  SLIDE

It may be captivity, 


it may be the sword.  

But in the end, 


evil is weakened 


instead of strengthened.  

Now, I like my life.  


I am not in a hurry to lose it.  

But I also know 


that it is only because of the Lamb that I am alive.  

So am I going to follow the lamb or not?  


What do I worship 



or value more?  


The United States 



or the Kingdom of God?

We are here worshipping the Lamb right now.  

The issue this text asks is, 


are we going to worship the lamb 


or something else the rest of the week?  



We are going to worship something.  

Verse 8 tells us 


most people will worship the beast, 



because it creates less conflict.  SLIDE
We are starting the downhill walk of Revelation 


from the chiastic standpoint.  

Jesus has shown us why we should worship the Lamb 


and the one who sits on the throne.  

From here on out, 


we will hear why people are tempted to worship the dragon, 


leviathan, and behemoth.  SLIDE
Jesus is clear we can't worship both.  


One will risk our lives 



the other will lose our life.  


One will lead to resistance and the narrow path, 


the other the wide path and no resistance.  

One leads to a beast, the other to a lamb.  

Which political party do we want to be a part of?  Dragon or Lamb? 
And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. 2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. 4 Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?” 
5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. 6 He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them. And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.
9 He who has an ear, let him hear. 
10
If anyone is to go into captivity, 

into captivity he will go. 

If anyone is to be killed with the sword, 

with the sword he will be killed. 

This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints. 
“Anarchists did not try to carry out genocide against the Armenians in Turkey; they did not deliberately starve millions of Ukrainians; they did not create a system of death camps to kill Jews, gypsies, and Slavs in Europe; they did not fire-bomb scores of large German and Japanese cities and drop nuclear bombs on two of them; they did not carry out a ‘Great Leap Forward’ that killed scores of millions of Chinese; they did not attempt to kill everybody with any appreciable education in Cambodia; they did not launch one aggressive war after another; they did not implement trade sanctions that killed perhaps 500,000 Iraqi children.


