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If variety is the spice of life, then my life is chicken curry. I have
lived in the midwest, on the west coast, and now, on the east
coast, of the U.S. I lived for 12 years in Kenya, where my sons
were born. I have traveled through Alaska, Canada, and Europe.
In Kenya, I worked as an outdoor educator for the National
Outdoor Leadership School; as a botanist doing research on the
flora of an escarpment forest ecosystem in southern Kenya; as a
lecturer in forest ecology at the University of Nairobi. After
graduate school in Natural Resources at the University of
Michigan, I worked for 11 years in remote sensing, creating
vegetation maps from aerial photographs and digital images
collected by satellite-borne sensors, and introducing a new
technology to everyone in the Forest Service. Along the way, I
have been a rock climber, a mountaineer, a sailor, a golfer, a
singer, and a folk-dancer. I have been a mother for what seems
like both a long time and no time at all. I have been an amateur
hockey fan, and a surfing fan and now I live on a ranch.
In 2000, I moved into a house on Sodus Bay, which inspired me to
get more serious about painting. I have always loved watercolor
paintings, so I thought I would learn how to paint them myself. I
was fortunate to find 3 wonderful teachers. Wendy Gwirtzman
unlocked the secrets of watercolor painting in her still life and
landscape classes. Steve Carpenter has patiently imparted his
knowledge and skill in portraiture and figure drawing. Wayne
Williams has taught me about composition and dynamics within
a painting. Wayne and Marlene have also been my partners in
one of the most challenging experiences in my lifetime in
revitalizing Wayne County Arts Council. After a lifetime of
doodling in the margins of class notes and meeting agendas, it is
both challenging and extremely rewarding to draw and paint on
the whole sheet of paper.
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