














WORSHIP or ENTERTAINMENT?

There is no doubt that the man we knowvittier, and more uplifting. Anything in  There is nothing wrong with the wor
as Neil Postman described serious prolworship that cannot be “jazzed up” musshiper enjoying worship. God intended
lems in modern culture in his insightfulbe abandoned as boring—and there igorship to bless His children. But when
1985 book Amusing Ourselves to Deattothing worse than being bored—or sevorship is merely window dressing for
His thesis was that public discourswe are led to believe. an entertainment performance, it can
has been reshaped to such an extenfThe problem with this entertainmentnot please God. The apostle warned,
by television and entertainment thatrientation is that the very object of wor“Whoever transgresses and does not
thoughtful discourse is missing. “Showship is forgotten. God is the “audience” imbide in the doctrine of Christ does not
business” hype has affected advertisingprship. Jesus told the Samaritan woméarave God” (2 John 1:9). Paul condemned
politics, and religion. Postman’s concluthat ignorant worship is unacceptable tohings that “have indeed a show of wis
sion was that none of these changes haBed, even though it may be sincere aom in will worship” (Colossians 2:23).
made for improvement. enjoyable. “God is Spirit, and those whill worship” is that worship fashioned
In our entertainment-oriented culture, worship Him must worship in spirit and after man’s desiressob prichard
many churches find themselves trying ttruth” (John 4:24). This means that wor
“outdo” themselves with more and moreship must be from the heart, not jus
elaborate additions to worship. What-beoutward acts, and that it must be done i
gan as special music by a choir becomesact obedience to God’s commands. T
a full orchestra with professional soloworship must be directed to Him, not th
ists. A dramatic reading necessitates vehims of the worshipers.
full Broadway stage production. And as God'’s regulations for worship as set o
long as those who come to worship enjdn the New Testament are neither borin
what is offered, anything goes. The exor out of date. They are God-centere(
pectation is that sermons will be shortegntertainment is man-centered.
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The HIGH PRIEST
- as a type of CHR|S'|'

God is amazing. No one else could
put the shadow of future things
into the past. Types and antitypes
are examples of God prefiguring
the future. Types are the shadow
in the Old Testament of things
that were to come (antitypes) in
the New Testament.

Clearly, the high priest, as he is de-
scribed in the books of Exodus, Le-
viticus, Hebrews, and elsewhere, is
atype of Christ. :

THE HIGH PRIEST

TYPE

The high priest was set apart and made
holy for service to God (LEVITICUS 21:8).

The high priest represented the
people before God (EXODUS 28:29).

The high priest bore the iniquity of the
people to make atonement (NUMBERS 18:1).

g The high priest’s office was a
perpetual statute (EXODUS 29:9).

The high priest was a mediator between
' the people and God (LEVITICUS 16:17).

The high priest offered sacrifices for
the sins of the people (HEBREWS 9:7).

The high priest was chosen from among
men by God (EXODUS 28:1; HEBREWS 5:1).

The high priest’s garments were for
glory and beauty (EXxoDUsS 28:2).

The high priest was cleansed for
his office (EXODUS 29:4, 7).

JESUS THE CHRIST

ANTITYPE

Jesus is holy and set apart for
service to God (HEBREWS 7:26).

Jesus represents us before
God (HEBREWS 9:24).

Jesus bore our sins in His own body
to make atonement (1 PETER 2:24).

Jesus is a High Priest forever after the
order of Melchizedek (HEBREWS 6:20).

Jesus is our Mediator (HEBREWS
4:14-16; 1 TIMOTHY 2:5).

Jesus offered Himself as the ultimate
sacrifice for our sins (HEBREWS 9:26).

Jesus was chosen as a man to be
the High Priest (HEBREWS 5:5).

The Christ was made flesh, and we be
His glory of grace and truth (JOHN 1:14

Jesus was baptized and anointed
with the Holy Spirit (ACTS 10:38). -

Reviewing key words, verses, phrases,
and messages from the gospel ac-
counts refreshes our memory (2 Peter
1:12) and helps us to find key ideas as
we read.

Book: Matthew

Key Word: Kingdom

Key Verses: Matthew 1:21-23
Message: Jesus, the King of the Jews

Book: Mark

Key Word: Straightway

Key Verses: Mark 10:43-45
Message: Jesus, the Perfect Servant

Book: Luke

Key Phrase: Son of Man

Key Verse: Luke 19:10
Message: Jesus, the Ideal Man

Book: John

Key Word: Believe

Key Verses: John 20:30-31

Message: Jesus, the Only Begotten Son
of God

—Frank J. Dunn, Know Your Bible (Frank and

Yvonne Dunn Publications—1997), 430-648

Where to Look

Look around you and be distressed.
Look within you and be depressed.
Look to Jesus and be at rest.

“In my distress | cried to the
Lord, and He heard me.”

PSALM 120:1
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DESIGN

a DESIGNER

We are not the product of evolutionary
chance; we are the handiwork of a skillful
Weaver.

Your body is made up of microscopic
cells so small that the letter O on this page
would contain thirty to forty thousand of
them. Each cell is a world in itself, contain-
ing an estimated two hundred trillion tiny
molecules of atoms. Each cell has its own
specialized function, and each works on an
intricate timetable that tells it when to grow,
when to divide, when to make hormones,
and when to die. Every minute of every day,
some three billion cells in the body die. Ev-
ery minute of every day, the same number
are created to take their place. During any
given moment in the life of any one of these
cells, thousands of events are taking place,
each one being precisely coordinated at the
molecular level by countless triggers. The
human body has trillions of them—a mil-
lion of them in each square inch of skin,
thirty billion in the brain, billions of red
blood cells in the veins. —ohn Phillips

“Iwill praise You, for | am fearfully and
wonderfully made; marvelous are Your
works, and that my soul knows very well.”

PSALM 139:14
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