HI]W TO SPY ON THE HEAL SPIES VIA SHORT WAVE

'ELECTRONICS

ILLUSTRATED

By the Publishérs of MECHANIX ILLUSTRATED

SFE&I: L?"" ,_'_Ln
%E@“F Ej r.i!
CB's Biggest Eunnﬂnggie

Life With the New Rules

THREE 5-WATT CB
SETS FOR UNDER $60!

Sun-Power Your CB Rig .

MAY 1566 = 50«

~What's New in Equipment
Neat Walkie-Talkia Tester
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FLIGHT

A memorable El Specral Report
proving that in Washington

you always color the tape red
and the tax rmoney gone.

I ALL started im the early smmer, There was umexpecied music from
thee sky und unsccountahle voices weee heird on radeo. “This i the Voice
of the Hiue Eazle relaving the Blue Fagle Radio Network,™ saul the mvatery
statan. Then came per music it called the Blue Eagle Hlues
(he stranpe tronsmissions were interforing wilh sommercial brosdesst sta-
fhoms. scodes of peopie who heard ibe '1i!._'t.1'|‘. monidcrod shout them, 5 [ew
wete worried and wee even were alarmed, Were thaw the voiges of an unseen
cramy” UL a forergn power ploting asainst the country? OF the saucer poople
fidem ouler spacey
I |1'|1II_Fh ihe Hloe Forle®s voioes apd musie were el i meny com munitaes



they scemiad t0 center on Baltimaore, & location that would agppear grimby sutls
ble wnoe, mare than a ¢ontury before, it hud swen part of the bife and the
macabre death of maser haunter Edgar Allin Poee. And, just three dedides
back, the mRamipm invaders from Mars hed been landed not far away by Oraoen
Welli. It was spoak territery, all razhe,

What does an 2roured citizen do when he's baing baunted by a radso 1pooi
that kae mo ragoss] evplanapon? la the case of ar feast coe Balumorean, 2
voung TR radie grihesussd, yeu wmiz [s the Faderal Commemenica tiors Com-
mEson. Are thew ned the police of the arwabes, the masters of the <ther?
Whe o e Blilc l_.n:!r: thay ¢hap atked the FOC, and what's going on’

Back came the anvwer om oflicial FCC statiomery: “The statan whach you
imiercepted was unhconeed, Engincers from ficld offfces of our Ficld Engie
peering Burezu jocated the station and whale nog actually obuerving the dation
W epseralien, contacied (he suspesed operafor amd woamned Bim of ihe pas-
wble sesults and pens e of sueh unlices=ed operation.”

It was 3 straipht cnough amswer and ssemingly explained away the mystens.
An unliversed operator. Probably womebody getting hice kigks out of Lnowing
peopie wene hearing b wyodge. Certainly mot 2n unbeand-of cvent. S0 the em-
harrisaing epsade wisy buneod

Ciniy M wpuldnT s1ay Doreod, Within dawvy after the jetter armmwed 1 IRaln-
mnre the Blue Eagle was on the 0Ar again., sousding just i mysEsfious oy over
anil causing jus! as mosh interfercnee,

And, 10 vicw of later devdlopmoents, the conicnt ol ihe Iottcr wes olld, smdeesd

It was not uniil late lavi fall that anvone was able o prcce togcther cven
a major part of the Bloe Eagle vory, though the gpmwpdc had begun in Jume
e wi n,‘l]l; Hary ail] ool Eoown .1|‘|£_! por official acopunt of what realiv hap
pened ever has been eleased. The neirest thing o an ollagal tﬂrlmmmn
woa eond FOO letler, willen bno monls laler 10 fesponss Bo & query bt
the Blue Eagle from a Canadian: “Reganding "The Vouwee of the Bliuc Faghe.
whab s b b rwied |fll.'.n'lj bry \LJ" wis LY. Clovernmens |nrr'11'|:H||.nl:
testing of bropdoasting operations and related faethtios for world-wade s
Bocswse i1 B 4 Gh‘l‘ﬁ""m#'ﬂ oparata, 13 not licemsad by the Commission
amdl the ideatification The Voice of the Blue Eagle’ s utad in Ko of a ¢all
L

A companson of the twoe ketters mipght make one wonder whether the FOC
really did know what was pong oa. Especially i view of the {2ct that bath
wire sipned by the warme member of the FOO wall

To make things webly conlusing, Lhe Haltimore DNer, 2iter roceiving the
first Retler, called the FOC fickd enpncer o6 b aty and told hem what
had Bappencd. Bepadiiod bie: = “lu‘u::h I owan -{'n;qaglr_{'d e cooveretan for abhout
ten munutes | dida't find out much. He todd me that the perion who fimg woote
mie 21 the fome was pod aware that the flue Eaple was guthorired

Smce when dpe o enganesy 0 the D=l have more op-lo-lste informanon
on a policy matier than a member high on the FOC a2 (he was that) at
grawad-2oho 10 Washinglon? The answer, if appears, o when cagls: tum bluc

As with mwout mystcrees, there was & raionz] explanation of the Bloe Eagle
phenomenos

The story, 10 be sure, starte m Wshengton, where pood, dedicated publc
BEIVANLS SCEIElis appcal 10 152 ipefdigid moal al thew lume SobSIRE e fape
fed, And the cagles blue. The wles evidently eriginated i the Pentepon - the
mwhea of takang a farpe aircralt and mal:‘h;llr:f_. il wilh generators amil] broodeast,
shomewawe and televivon tranumitong equipment. ‘The reculr would ke o gl
molele radwoe- 1V station thar eauld besome am instant Badio City anvwhere
te Ehe swerld The ensct mvson wounld depend on what fisons mapht B
avarlahie, If the peed afoic o could be mcl emmedatel W. o smaew hal sermlar
plan had becn wied seécondully by ihe Yoioe of Amenza when it oquipped




a Cosst Couard cuifer, (he Courrer, with DBjoadfoad mear
afd zhebosed of on the Apsan Ses Relween Grecte and
Turkey.

Ihe schame in tme was farmed out 1o the Navy, which
moundad Up one of i available Comateilabons, o fouds
engne sermeeantxque with three tak, and set about cons
werting it into o Radio- TV Ceatral with wings, Two bipad.-
CaSt tramsmilers. two short-wave g aod a UHF tele-
sinen stnton went into the fuselags. I was quate 2 boad.
as tests proved o shert order.,

Though the Navw and the others 1 the DBefense Department and other gov-
proament Jepsstmenty (hat became invelved mn the prosect prosuimalaly ad ne
deore o bambooele the FUT, the possibihity probably didn’t cmze them to
ke any sleep. The FUOU han charge of radicy amd tolcvision frequencice and
e! hcemanp «120ons 1o pperple on them bul, i1 develpgs, the apency does not
icemse other gavernment Sepamimonts umder the theory that, o one FOC staffer
put i, “we're all working for the same Uncle, anpway.” The apency does try
1o evablish freguemsies foF olher fOvornment Gepaniments and alas trss o
Eerpy tharr stations o the slnbs they're suppoied o B in. AS & SOUMey, or
porthaps just v theory, other depantmenis ket the FOC koow about which fres
gquencies They ane L:;'irlﬁ or Intend 1o wme. Trouhls jo Bomesessnls wumetmpes
are jeaktis il othes of & feather and guard their independenss 2ealoiisly.

Once the 1"\:.1\":,.' ‘:uL {a prric proget H,'I-:.'f-:[l“:r s had 3 l'lr.,_mH,-_-“} o ;i,u;nhg 1
af Jentificatsin,. A lidefned valiog weuwld hasve a0 o3l BIETL Bul tha one
weenldn® b lconsod, It Bod e have 2 mame. o some gokoo=s ard un-
hesalded wosier came e ples al -..;_u|||!'LF i the Hlug Eagle, presumpbly bhe-
calite thede 1= a bind ol that dacnplion in the Navy®s seal. Owne could assume
it hind nothing to do with the only other famoun blue caghe, the one fown
b the National Kecovery Act of the Deprevaon

Mow the fun began. Tosting was regquured and, stnce the varous station
would be tonsmituag on the wing, that was where the (osis would have 10
P comducled. Up went the Bloe Eagle. And up and Jdown the East Coast ot
Bow, transmsfiing all the while. The programs may have been put togcther
before the rlhnl.' took off bur, from the W ||1|F|_;"1’. weme, 11 oeems Souiul—
eere B meiena] improvisesd Righ oo the oky. Crewmen evadently tonk tuirms
making like doe jockeys. There was jaze, populzs songs, countiy 2md wolormn
ditteec, even relavs of the Brtnh Hroadesuing Cos poratzon and the programs
ief D mean by commzrenal ralie satiens, WLIDH and WhNID, ia Arlanee t"il:.-_
M Signals from the later apparently were picked up off the air and smply
fet ranum led

Ihe Blue Faple Smt was beard a1 190 me, mually Bacdastation terntory.
Ihe uinaly weie of fair srength in the Washangton-Maltimore area, though
they temded 1o fade from e to time and the so-calfaid programs bad & maid-
dening way of dhisappreanng right in the suddle of a muwcal scdechon. The
|- gt '-:EI'IJ'I['- wire a pursle to ahoreadve ImBeacn but cuived no tsownhle. The
trourhle siarted when the Blue Eagle began syuswking m s new place in Lhe
specirem, Thiv seeand wgnal camie on ot $32 ke, jug 3 Re below the hattom
alge of the Prosdeast band, and of was what made the Blue Eagle intd an
et flase siairen because 1 caused A erierense wrih commoroial siatbheny, ,-r__'|||'1.|'r|.
thore tn Balumare. (The role of Balnmore i the Sights of the Bloe Fagk ap-
farert Was sl that of manocent bvsiander the Connte. hased in the Waskh
inzion arca, smphy happened o iy toward Marviand.)

it was alier these inslanges of inlesference | due o harmomscs b thet the FOC
was quenicd and. having boen told bale, could ox plain listle. The ¢xagt mgans
2g of that acoonnt wherean FCC Bkl engineers focated thie sation, contacied
ER suEpedl o OPEralor afd wained 1 ondereied o perie 117!



The Blue Eagle

Cosflsued from poge 29

him ol the povable seaiElls b feaalines
i+ known oaly ie the staffer whe wmole the
letter. 11 is casy s soe, howewer, why the cn-
oir cgrs Tailed when i0 came o “olserving the
staliza in opermibion”

Ao the sommer and the tesls wore an the
Bilue Eagle was reported newt o 9530 k¢ and
Chen DAn®DE e 1l ot dlgsgppmrarand, Letay
e fuin ap oin anlo Doromge durm,E: the
thwarded mevalubon (kere, Commomicalions
[(aly] :}'.H: ETL"".II"IL[ WLHELC EEE El "i_"d naaic nE ['L'EE
rime 2nd she arrkarme saton conid Gl many
necdc, From there the plane presumably
Ftaadid wreat Tar o sosimn Waas 806 Proked aip
by Mwers e UCalforma and  Washmgion
Sinre

lj-\._‘a-F'II.L' the msasused sucoess the Blue
Eagle had achiowed im Dante Domminge, the
preapect waae oot whally zceepied. 'The Conne,
11 tormedd ook, was badlv overlagadsd, such n
pRame acrmally has s serdice eoiling of slsmil
S AKED 1 Bsun tleatTs sweth A sodatal Bedd. All
thal rades amd Ickeviooon equpment held o
o a much lower abtitede. With a mighey
gt 1he RBiee I'.‘I;‘IE w2t able o g B K]
i, It was maf suiciont o paia a resliy com-
mamding ranee for The equipment abosnd,
partecularly for the UHEF TY treosmoitcs
The Rird azaried surning oo a1 white ele-
|—||"||L:I’ .-"L-r:.-1.'|,|i|15 O OfC PeporT, he Wogce
of Americs wns ashed whether it had & ke
fod Alee plase. [0 dolinad.

't Hioe Eagle next ormed up om 2 Pactfac
island, reponed vanosly at heing either
Wike oF ORimawa. And These of feded. One
rumar that secpod hack to ke Sdates Bad the
Blae Eaglc carryving a wmall band of numes
0 et Amen fovr oo oweek emd Whaa
siartsid o g o Iask tummed o near trapesdy
when the plame ko an engine od rake-of 11
did hmp home, however, and seitled down
for mrother anowore

AL that paint many who keew offzigllv ar
crnflizally of the Blue Eaple conudered the
praject permancndy asleep, But the big bard
-L‘L‘I'I'IE"._-_‘|} was plaving powsem

AL The T ol tha yoemr oims B 200 De-
merl eut o of ofiZial Amendan Grddes o
Saipoa That fevealond the (et an WS e
of a pline owtfmed wath, amonmt other
thinge, rww UHF 1ele veeon transmitters. The

I onrerwed on paee 120

: ~ The Blue Eagle

Ceslisuwd fras page 117

plaas, 3 MNawy Huper (amdellatenn, aooald
cirele aboveg Saigon, saud the ARROLINSSTEnT
aird woldd lramsmul prog:
in Vicinamese and tn Poglah

BTN ?l-l'l'.'_LJ“JI LI LI'I.|')-| L]

A= might be expdeted, there wax ane liphs
hitgh, Mo ane amonzst ihe Yietnamess popi-
Lo avsvdbsd o 1% &0 i1 2are i e counlry
could sefl one and the Amcricans had Fanled
o brimg et with them MNatorally, plam
were afoa] s eeeialy [hie =jieeatEnm. A Thosu-
armd TV sels, 6wt shid, had Feen Ofderncd
by the US, ard mssion for detribution 1o
proups of Yiclpameto, and the American
mifilare command plappes! B Erng i SO0
Fosd s THere wWils Ome mire ‘-Iirl'-r;H"_ ihe
che |lying TV slaton suddendy had turned
infn bwo. IWow thete was 1 Son of Alue
FEaphe

Hul thal woeuld B2 anether story =



