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Announcements
·

February 18 -

1:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
·
Music Circle
(noon) 12:00 p.m.1:30 p.m.
·

Music provided.

·
The club meets the
third Saturday of each
month unless noted.

Featured Guests
****** 2017 ******
Feb. 18 - Mark Greathouse
Apr. 18 - Doug Stickler

Refreshments
Talk to Wayne to signup to bring refreshments to our meetings.

Accordion Talk

Featured Guest for February
Mark Greathouse
Many of us started playing accordion early in life. Mark was no exception
when his dad gave him an accordion on his 5th birthday. Some of you probably remember those early recitals in the 1950’s! He put aside the accordion through college, marriage and work, Only after retirement in 1999 did
Mark take up piano lessons for a few years, noticing; however, that the
little kids could play circles around him. He concluded they probably always
would. That is when two new directions opened up for him: starting the
Greathouse of Music duo with his wife Helena, and moving into composition.
Since approximately 2003 Mark and Helena have performed around the
Portland area and overseas in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Brazil and Germany at various venues. (Music is, after all, international, isn’t it?) Mark has
also been a prolific writer of melodic songs, many of which have been recorded on CDs, both piano and accordion, now available through their website www.greathouseofmusic.com as well as on Amazon, iTunes and Barnes
and Noble. Several of his songs include lyrics which Helena sings as he accompanies her on the accordion.
Mark likes to play with other musical groups, but hesitates to spend lots of
time learning new melodies. He claims that it interferes with creating new
melodies. The trick is how to strike the right balance between creativity
and performance.

Mark’s composition called “Copy Cat” is included in the
newsletter.
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President’s Corner
Hello fellow members,
The club is looking for someone to become the newsletter
editor. In the interim I will be picking up the responsibility in
order to keep things moving. In order to build our newsletter
with content that would interest you, we are asking that you
submit any interesting photos, events, articles, etc. that
would be appropriate for the newsletter.
Our own Marlene Meissner will be performing at the Wurstfest event at Mt.
Angel on February 24th from 10am—
1pm. Please come and support our
members and local businesses.
Doug Stickler will also be there with his
band on Friday and Saturday during the
afternoon.

Accordion Events 2017
Mt. Angel Wurstfest—February
24—25
Vienna Akkordeon Festival February 25- March 26 Vienna, Austria

We would love to receive your donations … who wouldn’t!
Inviting more guest performers along with continuing to provide scholarships to our youth and adult scholarship programs is on our agenda.
DON’T FORGET. Club dues were due in January. Please send
them to Fran Maddox whose address is on the bottom of the
last page.
One last thing. With expenses going up constantly (the newsletter is no exception) I would like to encourage you to receive an email version if you are able. By doing so it will reduce printing costs and postage.
If you have any suggestions to promote and improve the Rose
City Accordion Club, please talk with any of our board members.

RCAC Accordion Camp June 4-9 Sublimity, OR
AAA 2017 Festival July 12-16 - Princeton, NJ
Cotati Accordion Festival
August 19-20 - Cotati, CA
Las Vegas International Accordion
Convention October 23-26 - Las Vegas, NV

Accordion Talk

I have a friend that equates
the sound made by an accordion to bagpipes.
My reply “What? You
don’t like bagpipes?
By Wayne Tiusanen
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Effective Study Techniques
By Beverley Fess
2013 Silver Falls Accordion Camp Workshop
With life as busy as it is for the majority of people, we need a system that makes the most progress with the
least amount of practice time. Errors made the first time playing through a song will stick with you.

TO LEARN A NEW PIECE OF MUSIC
1) Check the key signature (and are there any key signature changes?)
2) Check the time signature (and are there any time signature changes?)
3) Study the music — do you see any rhythm challenges? Figure out the counting, count and tap the
rhythm. This can be done before you put an instrument on
4) Do any sections repeat? Double check that they do repeat identically — fingering included
5) Study the articulation — when you start to play, if you can apply the touches required right from the start,
you will be that much further ahead
6) When you start the song — tackle it in small sections (try to work with the phrasing)
7) Start with one section — WORK SLOW
· Play treble 5 times in a row correctly
· Play bass 5 times in a row correctly
· Play hands together 5 times in a row correctly
8) You can and should incorporate correct bellowing right from the start. Unless there is a musical reason
to change bellows in the middle of the section you are working with — play all one direction for each of
the 5 times (i.e. first time all open, next time closed)
9) Observe general dynamic levels from the start. By working this system religiously when first starting the
song you will avoid the majority of problems that can arise.
This also works for memorizing.

OTHER PRACTICE SUGGESTIONS
Okay, I have used the above system to initially tackle the song, now what?
Link sections together. Of course this depends on the difficulty of the selection, you may be able to play
through several sections or you may have to take it just two sections at a time.
Isolate any sections that are difficult and continue to drill them (hands separately if necessary). Keep it
slow.
Start to build in overall expression and feeling into the sections (while playing slow)
Once you can link them (still working slowly) then the next step is to gradually increase the overall
speed
Mix the sections up — don't always play from beginning to the end
Do some technical work each day (scales, techniques studies)

REMEMBER — SLOW & STEADY WINS THE RACE
Accordion Talk
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Rose City Accordion Club
c/o Wayne Tiusanen
400 SW Pacific Crest Drive
Canby, OR 97013-9777

Current Officers
President - Wayne Tiusanen
Vice President - Bev Spurgeon
Secretary - Debbie Tiusanen
Treasurer - Fran Maddox

Board Members
Bobbie Ferrero
Leonard Kosatka
Mark Greathouse
Website - Steve Knapke

Bob Trojak
Marlene Meissner
Bob Wachter
Newsletter - Wayne Tiusanen

Camp Committee
Bobbie Ferrero (Camp Coordinator)
Fran Maddox

Bev Spurgeon

Wayne Tiusanen

Rose City Accordion Club is open to all accordion players, from beginners to professional, their friends
and families, and to anyone who enjoys music. Meetings are held monthly on the third Saturday from
1:30pm to 4:00pm at the Milwaukie Public Safety Bldg., SE 32nd and SE Harrison, Milwaukie, OR.
Ad Policy: Any current member can place a business card or four-line ad in the newsletter free of charge for
three months. After 3 months, the fee is $5 for two additional months. 2x3.5 ad $5, 1/4 page ad $10, 1/2 page
ad $20 and full page ad $35.
Annual Dues are $25 - Please send check to the RCAC Treasurer: Rose City Accordion Club, c/o Fran
Maddox, 3429 SE 162nd Ave, Portland, OR 97236-1912
Accordion Talk
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