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Nacogdoches Art Alliance
The Nacogdoches Art Alliance, also known as the Nacogdoches Film
Festival, is an IRS-approved 501(c)3 non-profit organization whose goal is to
raise scholarship money for film students attending Stephen F. Austin State
University, as well as to provide financial support for the SFA Film program’s
annual Summer Feature Film project, where SFA students experience
firsthand the making of a full-length feature film.
All members of the Nacogdoches Art Alliance and the Film Festival
are volunteers who receive no financial compensation for their efforts. All
proceeds, after festival expenses, go toward scholarships and the annual
student feature film project.

History of Nacogdoches Film Festival
The Nacogdoches Film Festival traces its origins back to 2010, when a
small group of individuals from throughout the Nacogdoches community
got together for the express purpose of celebrating films made by, or about,
Texans.
Our very first film festival was held in April 2012 at the Hotel Fredonia in
downtown Nacogdoches and has been held every year since then, shifting
to a February time slot back in 2014 in order to work around scheduling
conflicts with the Texas National art competition and exposition. The 2018
Nacogdoches Film Festival is our seventh annual event.
An important element of the Film Festival has been the Short Film
competition, in which hundreds of filmmakers have submitted entries
through our FilmFreeway portal. We now offer three separate competition
categories: one for Short Films, one for Independent Feature Films, and one
for budding High School filmmakers.

2018 Nacogdoches Film Festival

Schedule of Panels
(All panels are at the Fredonia Hotel in the Rusk Room)

Friday, February 23, 2018
2 pm “Producing and Directing”

Steve & Maggie Rush

3 pm “Contracts, Releases & Filmmaking”

Larry Waks & Dave
Brichler

4 pm “The One-Man Filmmaker”

Herb Midgley

Saturday, February 24, 2018
2 pm “Composing Music for Film”

Christopher North

3 pm “Commercials and Film School”

Payton Paulette

PANELS SPONSORED BY

Shannon L. Smith, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Diplomate, American Board of Ophthalmology, 
Fellowship Trained in Glaucoma
3302 N.E. Stallings Drive, Nacogdoches, TX 75965
936.564.3600 | 877.810.3937 | Fax 936.564.3770
EyesofTexas.us

Special Guests
RUTH BUZZI is an actress, comedian and singer
who has appeared onstage, as well as in films and
television. She is best known for her performances on
the comedy-variety show Rowan & Martin’s LaughIn from 1968–73, for which she won a Golden Globe
Award and received five Emmy nominations. Her
latest film, One Month Out, will be shown on Friday
evening.
ETHAN CARTWRIGHT is a recent SFA graduate,
receiving a BA in Fine Arts in 2015. As a graduate
student, he had the opportunity, in the summer of
2016, to write and direct that year’s annual summer
feature film, Sins of the Fathers, which will be shown
on Thursday evening.
Two-time Emmy Award-nominee BRAD MAULE
graduated from Stephen F. Austin College cum laude
with a B.F.A. in theater and English. Upon graduation,
he headed out for Los Angeles to pursue his show
business dreams. Brad got his first taste of fame
touring the country with, The Serendipity Singers.
He went on to back up such artists as Bobby Gentry,
Jim Nabors, and Don Ho. A singer/songwriter, Brad
also released three solo country albums, Living It Up, Chameleon, and Miles
and Miles of Texas. Brad is best known for his long-running role as Dr. Tony
Jones on the television series, General Hospital, a role he played from 1984
to 2006, and his three years as Ashlee Simpson’s father, George, on the WB
network’s 7th Heaven. Brad is currently a lecturer for the film program at
Stephen F. Austin State University.
CHRISTOPHER NORTH is a composer for film, TV/
original series, theater, dance and various ensembles.
He’s also a singer, songwriter and multi-instrumental
musician, having performed at Carnegie Hall and
on Grammy award-winning recordings. Hailing from
Texas, he’s thriving in Brooklyn, having released 17
albums (with five more soundtracks out in 2017) and
scored more than 40 films, screening/distributed
around the world. Many of these have won awards at film festivals, including

Slamdance (where he is two-for-two), Hamptons, Soho, Big Apple, Houston,
Newport Beach, Milan and Coney Island, as well as a special mention at
DOC NYC. Two Trains Runnin’, which was shown at last year’s Nacogdoches
Film Festival, was recently nominated for a Grammy. His most recent film
project, Cut Shoot Kill, will be shown on Friday evening.
Dallas native STEVE RASH studied Music at Texas
A&M and TV/Film at The University of Texas, before
landing his first professional job as camera operator at
WFAA. Rising through the production ranks with ABC
Sports, he shot NCAA events, NFL football and The
Olympics. His first feature film as a director was The
Buddy Holly Story, which critics labeled “the definitive
rock ‘n roll movie, was nominated for three Academy
Awards and won the Oscar for Best Music. Steve will be the guest at this year’s
Arscott Interview Series, an informal interview conducted by Brad Maule, on
Saturday afternoon and the film that launched his career, The Bubby Holly
Story, will be shown on Saturday evening.
JOHN SCHNEIDER began acting at the age of
eight and was involved in the local theater and was
in many local productions. He also had a small part in
Smokey and the Bandit (1977) starring Burt Reynolds.
His big break came when he won the role of Bo Duke
on The Dukes of Hazzard (1979) on CBS from 19791985. He auditioned for the role pretending he was
a genuine country boy. He had a week’s growth of
beard and held a beer can, claiming he was from Snellville, Ga. He later
became a very successful country singer and had several hit songs, including
“I’ve Been Around Enough to Know” and “Country Girls.” His latest movie,
One Month Out, is in post-production and stars Ruth Buzzi. A “Director’s Cut”
version of the film will be shown on Friday evening.
LARRY WAKS is an attorney who maintains a highlevel Intellectual Property practice serving a broad
range of domestic and international clients in the high
tech, media and entertainment industries, on a scale
that takes him across the country and around the world.
Larry has negotiated a variety of agreements with
record labels, film studios and production companies,
program providers, cable networks and advertisers,
among others. Additionally, he represents publishing and distribution
companies and computer game, ringtone, software and hardware companies.
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2018 Film Festival Schedule
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2018
FILM — Lore — Winner of 2018 Feature Film Competition, written and
directed by Brock Manwill and Christian Larsen — (Fredonia Hotel/Banita
Room) — 6:00 p.m.
FILM — Sins of the Fathers — the 2016 SFA summer feature film, written
and directed by Ethan Cartwright — (Fredonia Hotel/Banita Room) —
8:00 p.m.

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2018
SHORT FILMS —Short Film showings — the very best of the submissions in
the 2018 Short Film Competition (Cole Art Center) — 12:00 p.m.
PANELS — Industry Panel Sessions — (Fredonia Hotel/Rusk Room) —
2:00 p.m.
VIP RECEPTION (VIP All-Access Pass required) — (Nacogdoches
Convention & Visitor’s Bureau) — 5:00 p.m.
FILM — One Month Out, a brand new movie not yet out for distribution,
it was produced and directed by John Schneider and stars Ruth Buzzi, both
of whom will be in attendance — 7:00 p.m. (Fredonia Hotel/Banita Room)
FILM — Cut Shoot Kill, a newly released (Aug 2017) horror film directed
by Michael Walker, with music by Texas native Christopher North, who will
be in attendance — 9:00 p.m. (Fredonia Hotel/Banita Room)
INFORMAL AFTER PARTY (cash bar) — 11:00 p.m. (Fredonia Hotel/
Nine Flags Bar)
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2018 Film Festival Schedule
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2018
HIGH SCHOOL SHORTS — High School Short Film showings — the very
best of the submissions in the 2018 High School Short Film Competition —
10:15 a.m. (Cole Art Center)
TOUR OF SFA FILM PROGRAM FACILITIES — 11:30 a.m. (SFASU
Film House)
SHORT FILMS — Short Film showings — the very best of the submissions
in the 2018 Short Film Competition — 12:00 p.m. (Cole Art Center)
PANELS — Industry Panel Sessions — 2:00 p.m. (Fredonia Hotel/Rusk
Room)
ARSCOTT INTERVIEW SERIES (informal interview of award winning
director Steve Rash, in a format similar to James Lipton’s iconic “Inside the
Actor’s Studio”). Long-time Hollywood actor, SFA graduate and current
SFA faculty member Brad Maule will conduct the interview — 4:00 p.m.
(Fredonia Hotel/Banita Room)
FILM — The Buddy Holly Story, the first feature length film directed by
Dallas native Steve Rash during his long and successful Hollywood career,
which earned three Academy Award nominations — 7:00 p.m. (Fredonia
Hotel/Banita Room)
INFORMAL AFTER PARTY (cash bar) — 9:15 p.m. (Fredonia Hotel/Nine
Flags Bar)

Films Being Shown
Lore — the Nacogdoches Film Festival will kick off on Thursday evening with
Lore, the winner of 2018 Feature Film Competition. Written and directed by
Brock Manwill and Christian Larsen. SYNOPSIS: While searching for her
missing son in the remote wilderness, a woman gets help from her estranged
husband and a Native American friend. Soon, an evil creature begins to hunt
them, turning their journey into a fight for survival. This is Brock Manwill’s first
feature film and it was filmed in the mountains of Southeast Idaho, near
Paris, Idaho.
Sins of the Fathers — the second movie on Thursday evening will be Sins
of the Fathers, the 2016 SFA summer feature film. Written and directed
by Ethan Cartwright. SYNOPSIS: Ryan Kerrigan wants answers, and
he’ll do anything to get them. Sarah Andrews and Reuben Atkins, private
investigators, are the only ones who can stop him. There will be no forgiveness.
Sins of the Fathers was produced by Stephen F. Austin State University
and ImakeGood Productions and is the first feature film of writer/director
Ethan Cartwright. It stars Keenan Chiasson, Bill Wise, Jennifer Suter, Buck
Richardson and Brad Maule.
One Month Out — the Friday evening films will kick off with One Month
Out, a brand-new movie not yet out for distribution that was produced &
directed by John Schneider and stars Ruth Buzzi, both of whom will be in
attendance. We will be watching a director’s cut of the movie.
Cut Shoot Kill — the second film on Friday evening will be Cut Shoot
Kill, a newly released (Aug 2017) horror film directed by Michael Walker,
with music by Texas native Christopher North, who will be in attendance.
SYNOPSIS: Serena Brooks, an ambitious young actress, signs on as the
star of a horror film with a crew of backwoods filmmakers that have worked
together for years. When the cast starts disappearing, Serena has to become
her character if she wants to survive.
The Buddy Holly Story — the final film shown on Saturday evening will be
The Buddy Holly Story, the first feature length film directed by Dallas native
Steve Rash during his long and successful Hollywood career, which earned
three Academy Award nominations. SYNOPSIS: The Buddy Holly Story
is a 1978 biographical film which tells the life story of rock musician Buddy
Holly and features an Academy Award-winning musical score, adapted by
Joe Renzetti, and Oscar-nominated lead performance by Gary Busey.

Bill Arscott Interview Series
This is the first year of what we hope will be an annual feature of the
Nacogdoches Film Festival. The Arscott Interview Series is intended to be
an informal interview — in a format similar to James Lipton’s iconic “Inside
the Actor’s Studio” — of a successful filmmaker with Texas roots. Longtime
Hollywood actor, SFA graduate and current SFA faculty member Brad
Maule will conduct the interview
This year’s guest is award-winning director
STEVE RASH.
At the age of eight, growing up in Dallas, Steve
Rash began making movies with his father’s 8mm
Kodak. His interest in film blossomed in high
school when he worked as a press photographer.
He studied Music at Texas A&M and TV/Film at
The University of Texas, before landing his first
professional job as camera operator at WFAA.
Rising through production ranks with ABC Sports, he shot NCAA events,
NFL football and The Olympics.
In the 70’s, Steve photographed and directed seminal music videos for the
TV series, Sump’n Else. Then, through syndicated music programs like “The
Now Explosion” and “Music Connection,” he created the marathon concept
that became “MTV”. His pioneering music videos starred Billy Joel, BB King,
Jimi Hendrix, Ray Charles, Kenny Rogers, The Who, and many, many more.
Other TV credits include dozens of nationally syndicated musical variety
programs.
Drawing upon his music video experience, Steve Rash developed his first
feature film in 1978, which critics labeled “the definitive rock ‘n roll movie.”
The Buddy Holly Story was nominated for three Academy Awards, winning
the Oscar for Best Music.
His subsequent films include Under the Rainbow, Vanishing America,
Can’t Buy Me Love, Queens Logic, Son-in-Law, Eddie, Held Up, Good
Advice, and Crooked Arrows, as well as DVD sequels to Zenon, American
Pie, Bring It On, and Road Trip.

Short Films Being Shown
The following is a list (in alphabetical order) of the best of those films selected by our
judges for showing at the 2018 Nacogdoches Film Festival:
• Far From the Tree — directed by Dave Thomas — The story of a strained relationship
between a mother and her teenage son as she struggles to come to terms with a past
sexual assault and ultimately finds the courage to confront it.
• Goodnight — directed by Mark Davidson — Hal and Nan, married for what seems
like forever, say ‘goodnight’ for the very last time.
• Holt Collier — directed by Heather Mathews — Have you ever wondered how the
famous child’s toy, the teddy bear came to be? Let us take you on a 15-minute
journey of discovery and uncover the birth of the Teddy Bear and also learn about
the life of a man, Holt Collier, a Mississippian and a legend in his own right, whose
story begs to be told.
• Pickle — directed by Grant Moore — After accidentally freezing the family dog to
death, Oscar attempts to make good with his soon-to-be stepson by driving the
family pet’s ashes across the country.
• Western Jubilee — directed by Donna Guthrie — Western Jubilee is a documentary
film about a private music venue and recording studio in Colorado Springs, CO
devoted to traditional cowboy music.

High School Short Films Being Shown
The following is a list (in alphabetical order) of the best of those films that were selected
by our judges for showing at the 2018 Nacogdoches Film Festival.
• Confession — directed by Karen Morey, Walnut Hill School for the Arts, Natick, MA.
• Eternalness — directed by Karen Morey and Alyssa Lara, Walnut Hill School for the
Arts, Natick, MA.
• Fixed — directed by Kassandra Carr, Sharyland ISD, Pioneer H.S., Mission, Texas
• Nightmare — directed by Yeongji Kim, Sharyland ISD, Pioneer H.S., Mission, Texas
• Nightmare on Broadway — directed by Ariana Silva, Sharyland ISD, Pioneer H.S.,
Mission, Texas
• Our Bucket List — directed by Kassandra Carr and Dustin McKinney, Sharyland
ISD, Pioneer H.S., Mission, Texas
• Pleonexia — directed by Blane Agnew, Center H.S., Center, Texas
• Roulette — directed by Anna Batson & Chris Greening, College Station H.S., College
Station, Texas
• Schizophrenia — directed by Kassandra Carr, Sharyland ISD, Pioneer H.S., Mission,
Texas

• The Setback — directed by Chris Greening, College Station H.S., College
Station, Texas
• Split Decision — directed by Kyle Holava & Shayne Holava, Langham Creek
H.S., Cypress Fairbanks ISD, Houston, Texas
• The Still — directed by Julian Perez & Leonardo Garza, Sharyland ISD,
Pioneer H.S., Mission, Texas
ALL SHORTS WILL BE SHOWN AT THE COLE ART CENTER, DOWNTOWN

SFA Film Program
Film-making has been taught at SFA for 40 years and has graduated hundreds
of students who are working in all aspects of the professional field throughout the
country. William Arscott heads this program and has been honored by the Stephen
F. Austin Board of Regents, who named him a Regents Professor in 1984-85.
SFA’s reputation as a film/video school is outstanding and well-known within the
vocation and students who graduate from the Film Program are totally prepared to
work within this field.
The SFA School of Art graduate film-making program is inherently interdisciplinary
and is designed to provide advanced studies for film students seeking the Master of
Fine Arts degree. Its mission is to develop filmmakers who may obtain professional
status in the independent media, industrial media, entertainment industry, or
academic communities.
The program also encourages work that is aesthetically challenging and seeks to
develop filmmakers who will express a personal voice through their work. Specialized
areas of film-making such as cinematography, screen-writing, production design
and audio may be chosen in consultation with the graduate film program advisor,
who will recommend specific courses.
Film-making covers the areas of pre-production, production, and postproduction. In pre-production studies, students learn script writing, budgeting, how
to procure locations and props, and how to cast and rehearse actors. In production
studies, students learn about film and video cameras, lighting, sound and production
techniques. They also learn the different jobs of the production crews, from grip to
director. In post-production studies students learn to work with professional labs, do
digital editing, looping and audio sweating. Film-making covers all aspects of film/
video production, including feature films, documentaries, commercials, industrial
and art films.

Sponsors 2018
Presenting Sponsor
• Bill Arscott

Leading Role-level Sponsors
• Elliott Electric Supply
• Tipton Ford Lincoln

Mentor-level Sponsors
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

CAB, Inc.
Charles Pool Real Estate
Commercial Bank of Texas (CBTx)
Etech Global Services
Fredonia Hotel
Greg Patterson Studio & Gallery
JS & SK Siler Living Trust
Karczewski Bradshaw, LLP
R&K Distributors
Texas Film Commission

Sustaining Partners
• Cataract, Glaucoma & Retina Consultants		
Shannon L. Smith, M.D., F.A.C.S.
• Julia’s Salon
• Laura Culpepper, AIA, Architect
• Nacogdoches Convention & Visitors Bureau
• Party N Things
• Paula & Stan Sisco
• SFASU Alumni Association
• Twigs & Tin
• University Rental
• Viper Security & Investigations

