Saturday, December 20, 2025
Longest Night Worship
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Christ Lutheran Church
“A Place Where You are Always Welcome”
Services: Saturday 5:30 pm and Sunday 10:00 am 
Sunday School: 9:00 am  (September- May)
600 North Main Street, Stockton, IL   61085 Office:  815-947-2033   
Email:christlutheranchurch70@gmail.com    http://www.christlutheranstockton.com
Ministers: ALL members of the congregation    
 Pastor: Rev. Chrissy Salser        chrissytherev@att.net             815-988-9450
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2017 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #40643.New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
WELCOME: Thank you for joining us for worship today. We are glad you are with us. Communion will be served in the aisle or in your pew. All are welcome to share this meal. Jesus is our host and invites everyone. Those who would like to come forward, bread and wine will also be available in the front. When directed by the usher, come forward down the center aisle, Pr Chrissy will give you bread (she will be masked and wearing cloves) and then you will take a cup of wine (grape juice) from the tray. After taking communion, you will return to your seat by the side aisle.  For those who are unable to come forward, communion elements can be found as you entered worship. At that part of the service, you are invited to take the bread and wine (or grape juice) when Pr. Chrissy leads. On Saturday’s offering is collected as you enter or leave worship. Please see QR code on back of bulletin or visit our website.
INTRODUCTION: On a long winter evening we gather to proclaim the coming of the light. Amid our broken world we proclaim that the prince of peace is born among us. God comes to us in human flesh—in Christ’s body and blood—so that we may be bearers of divine light to all the world.
GATHERING:  The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.
PRELUDE	
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
[bookmark: _heading=h.dqcvk3ens46w]As the days grow shorter and the nights longer, we gather in darkness to await the dawn of God’s mercy. Our prayer is woven of silence, scripture, and song. Tonight’s worship is intentionally long enough for you to breathe deeply, wide enough to wrap around the whole assembly, and deep enough to become our prayer.
 CALL TO WORSHIP 
P: The Lord be with you.		C: And also with you.
P: Into all darkness, doubt and despair, 
C: Come, Christ Jesus, be our light.
P: Into all sorrow, sickness, and grief,  
C: Come, Christ Jesus, be our comfort.
P: Into each conflict, division, and war, 
C: Come, Christ Jesus, be our peace.
P: To a wounded creation and among us,
C: Come, Christ Jesus, be our hope, now and always. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN:  	In the Bleak Midwinter 		ELW 294
[image: ]
GREETING:  
P.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.	 C.  And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
[bookmark: _Hlk85382814]P: Let us pray. Creator of the stars of night, bless the long hours of this night with the warmth of your presence. Come to all who suffer in any way. Grant rest to the weary, freedom to those who are burdened, and bright hope to those who despair. Strengthen us as we await your coming once again, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
ADVENT LITANY OF REMEMBERING 
P: This first candle we light to remember those whom we have loved and lost.  We pause to remember their names, their faces, their voices, the memories that bind them to us in this season. 
C: May God’s eternal love surround them. 
[bookmark: _Hlk185143448]Silence (and play one verse of ‘Christ Be Our Light”  with no singing).
P: This second candle we light to claim the pain of brokenness: the brokenness of relationships, the loss of jobs, the loss of health.  We pause to gather up the pain of the past and present and offer it to God, asking that from God’s hands we receive the gift of wholeness. 
C: Refresh, restore, renew us, O God, and lead us into your future. 
Silence (and play one verse of “Christ Be Our Light” with no singing).
P: This third candle we light to remember the groaning of creation. We pause to acknowledge that we have fallen short in our calling to care for the earth, and honor our connection with all creation.
C: May the wonders of God be known in sea, earth, and sky.
Silence (and play one verse of “Christ Be Our Light” with no singing).
P: The fourth candle we light to remember ourselves this Christmas time. We pause and remember these past weeks, months, and years: the sadness, the joys, the disbelief, the anger, the down times, the busy times. We honor our courage: courage to confront our sorrow, to comfort each other, to share our feelings honestly and openly with each other, and to dare to hope in the midst of pain. 
C: Let us remember how God’s light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 
[bookmark: _Hlk185143681]Silence (and play one verse of “Christ Be Our Light” with no singing).
P: We move the Christ Candle into the Advent Wreath to remember that Jesus was born into a world of brokenness and pain, and later was broken and in pain, but did not stay that way. 
C: Let us remember the One who shows us the way, who brings the truth, who bears the light.
P: At this time, if you would like to light a candle in prayer for yourself or someone, please come forward and do so.
Silence (and play one verse of “Christ Be Our Light” with no singing).
[bookmark: _Hlk85382181]Word: God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
[bookmark: _Hlk92553052]257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 1
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Do not fear, for I am with you, do not be afraid, for I am your God; 
I will strengthen you; I will help you, I will uphold you with my right hand.
Silence for reflection.
257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 4
4 O come, O Branch of Jesse, free your own from Satan's tyranny;
from depths of hell your people save and give them vict'ry o'er the grave.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, you are mine. When you pass through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you.
Silence for reflection.
257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 6
6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; O Sun of justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death's dark shadow put to flight.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east,
and from the west I will gather you: I will say to the north, “Give them up,” 
and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away
and my daughters from the end of the earth - everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.
Silence for reflection.
257 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel v. 8
8 O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here until the Son of God appear.
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.
You are my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off.
Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I am your God;
I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my right hand.
The word of the Lord.				Thanks be to God.
Gospel Lesson: John 1:1-5, 10-14
P: The holy gospel according to John.			C: Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.
10 He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
14 And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
P: The gospel of the Lord.		C: Praise to you, O Christ.
REFLECTION
HYMN OF THE DAY:           Borning Cry		      	ELW #732 (next page) 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: 	 
Each petition will conclude with the words, “We praise you, O God.”
Your response is “For the darkness and the light are both alike to you.”
Meal:  God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
OFFERING: Our offering is a significant act of worship; we worship God through our giving. The ministry of this congregation is completely dependent upon your partnership and generosity. Offering is collected as you enter worship on Saturday. Online giving is available.
OFFERING HYMN: 	        God, Be the Love to Search and Know Me     ACS 1084
OFFERING PRAYER:
P: Let us pray: God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and our lives to the service of all your people. Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. Amen.


[image: A sheet music with black and white text
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[bookmark: _Hlk172035563]OFFERING HYMN: 	        God, Be the Love to Search and Know Me     ACS 1084
[image: ]
COMMUNION  DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.				C:  And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts. 				C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 	
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:   
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
P: Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
Please come down the center aisle, take the bread, then receive a cup (wine is dark, juice is light, return to your seats via side aisle.) Those who prefer to take communion in your pews, we will take all together after all is served. 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
P: This is the body of Christ given for you. (All take bread).
P: This is the blood of Christ shed for you. (All take the wine).

COMMUNION HYMN                    Beautiful Savior                 	 ELW #838 

TABLE BLESSING:  
P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 		 C.  Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION: 
P: Let us pray: Most High God, you have come among us at this table. By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.

[image: A sheet music with text and notes
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SENDING:   God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
BLESSING:  
P:  May God bless you and keep you.
May God’s holy darkness enfold you and grant you rest.
May God nourish a seed of hope among us. Amen.




SENDING HYMN       Comfort, Comfort, Now My People 	   ELW #256
[image: A sheet of music with text
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Blessing for the Longest Night –
 by Jan Richardson, 

All throughout these months
as the shadows
have lengthened,
this blessing has been
gathering itself,
making ready,
preparing for
this night.

It has practiced
walking in the dark,
traveling with
its eyes closed,
feeling its way
by memory
by touch
by the pull of the moon
even as it wanes.

So believe me
when I tell you
this blessing will
reach you
even if you
have not light enough
to read it;
it will find you
even though you cannot
see it coming.

You will know
the moment of its
arriving
by your release
of the breath
you have held
so long;
a loosening
of the clenching
in your hands,
of the clutch
around your heart;
a thinning
of the darkness
that had drawn itself
around you.

This blessing
does not mean
to take the night away
but it knows
its hidden roads,
knows the resting spots
along the path,
knows what it means
to travel
in the company
of a friend.

So when
this blessing comes,
take its hand.
Get up.
Set out on the road
you cannot see.

This is the night
when you can trust
that any direction
you go,
you will be walking
toward the dawn.


PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. 	And also with you
Prayers: : Teresa Hesselbacher, Elaine Schlicting, Darlene and Walt Steffes, Bob Schreck, Delores Wampfler, Marge and Gerald Arnold, Don & Judy Brudi, June Dittmer,  Diego Gonzalez, Grayson Raab, Dan Bonnet, James Dieter, Christine Happ, Kay Hesselbacher, Mary Lou Bunker, Lillian Sefford, Jeff Encheff, Judy Wilson, Russ Synder, Don Kunz, Johnny Blair, Jim Sullivan, Sally Duran Salser, Chris Marek, Joe Karr, John Becker  To add someone to the prayer list please contact Pastor Chrissy

CELEBRATING BIRTHDAYS / ANNIVERSARIES: Bryan Broshous, Gary Mezmer, John Curtiss, Jeff Schuldt, Austin VenHuizen, Ashley Cassens, Brody Gardner, Mervin Hintz, Elijah Leverton, Teresa Wulff, Larry Randecker, Weston Hass, Tina Keech Schuster Ashley VenHuizen

	Thanks be to God for your gifts for the ministry of 
Christ Lutheran Church *these numbers do not reflect online giving- only offering in worship
	Offering/ Attendance  
Dec 13 & 14

	Current Expense 
	$2,418.00
	Building Fund
	$56.00
	Dec 13
 Advent ser
	14
13

	Benevolence

 
	$10.00


	Sunday School
	$20.00
	Dec 14
Sunday School
	59
34

	
	
	Total
		$ 2,504.00



	Community table 
	26
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	2025

	 
	November
	Year to date

	Offerings:
	$9,660
	$106,612

	Expenses:
	$9,286
	$111,730

	Overall  Gain / Loss
	$374
	($5,118)





ANNOUNCEMENTS
ONLINE GIVING: Your gift has a big impact on our ministries and those we serve. Scan this code or visit our website to give online today.
CHRISTMAS EVE CHOIR: Let us make a joyful noise to the Lord! The choir will practice on Sundays December 21st following worship, to prepare for Christmas eve service at 7 pm, Wednesday, December 24. No experience necessary. All are welcome. Questions- reach out to Peggy Harmston. 
CHILDRENS CHRISTMAS PROGRAM: The children’s Christmas program will be Sunday, December 21st at 10 am during worship. 
THANK YOU: a special thank you to everyone who made Christmas at LSSI’s Anderson house such an awesome night. We were able to get all the presents for each resident and the items needed for the house as well. Your generosity is greatly appreciated!
THE COMMUNITY TABLE: The Community Table is an opportunity for outreach to the local community.  This is a twice a month meal on the first and third Tuesday of the month at 11:30, here at Christ to gather for food, fellowship and fun, if you are interested in volunteering please talk with Janet Haas or Debbie Goebel. Join us Tuesday, December 16th.   All are welcome.
BIBLE STUDY: note that bible study will take a break for until January 7, 2026. 
[image: A qr code on a white background

AI-generated content may be incorrect.] AMAZON WISH LIST: did you know that everyday items used at the church are items you could contribute? Find our list here or on our Facebook page. 
38TH ANNUAL STOCKTON COMMUNITY CHRISTMAS DINNER- Thursday, December 25, 2025, noon at Christ Lutheran Church. Sponsored by the churches and businesses in the Stockton Community. All people are invited, especially those who will not be with family on Christmas day. Deliveries will be made to shut ins in the immediate Stockton area. Pickups will also be available. Please let your church know if you need a delivery, giving your address and phone number, or call Shirley Toepfer at 815-947-3639. 
ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS:  Please have your committee reports into the Church Secretary by Sunday, January 4th, 2026.  You may email them to christlutheranchurch70@gmail.com or put them in the Secretary door mailbox.  
	Upcoming Events
· December 20- 5:30 Blue Christmas Worship 
· December 21- 10 am Children’s Christmas Program
· December 24- 7 pm Christmas Eve Worship 
· December 25- noon- Christmas Day Dinner at Christ Lutheran 
· December 28- 9 am Sunday School 
· December 27/28- Christmas Lessons and Carols no communion 
· January 3- 9 am Sunday School 
· January 3/4- Christmas Lessons and Carols with communion 
· January 11- 8:30 am confirmation class 
· January 10/11 Christmas Lessons and Carols no communion 
· January 18- 11 am Annual Congregational Meeting 
Join us Sunday at 10 am for the Children’s Christmas Program. All our welcome to join us as the children tell us the Christmas Story and lead us in worship. A time of fellowship will follow. 
12
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In the Bleak Midwinter
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yet what I can I  give him— give my heart.

Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
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Borning Cry
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in a blaze of light you wan-dered off to find where de-mons dwell.”

I'll be there to make your vers - es thyme from dusk till ris-ing sun.
I'll be there as 1 have al- ways been, with just one more sur - prise.”
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I re-joiced the day you were bap-tized to see your life un - fold.”

Text: John C. Ylvisaker, b. 1937
Music: WATERLIFE, John C. Ylvisaker
Text and music © 1985 John Ylvisaker.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me
O Christ, Surround Me
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(0) Christ, sur - round me; (0) Christ, sur - round me.

Text: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan, b. 1967
Music: GREEN TYLER, Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
Text and music © 2004 This Here Music, admin. Augsburg Fortress

Duplication in any form prohibited without securing permission from copyright administrator or reporting usage under valid license.
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Beautiful Savior
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2 Fair are the mead - ows, fair are the wood - lands,
3 Fair is the sun shine, fair is the moon - light,
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light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
he makes our sor - rowing spir - it sing.
than all  the an - gels in the sky.
now and for - ev - er - more be thine!

Text: Gesangbuch, Miinster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Music: SCHONSTER HERR JESU, Silesian folk tune, 19th cent.
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Comfort, Comfort Now My People
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For the glo - ry of the Lord now on earth is shed a-broad,
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o - ver; God will reign in peace for-ev - er.
hills, bow down in hum-ble fa - vor.
nev - er bro - ken.

Tell them that their war is
Val - leys, rise  to greet the Sav - ior;
and all flesh shall see the to - ken that God’s word is

Text: Johann G. Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: FREU DICH SEHR, Trente quatre pseaumes de David, Geneva, 1551
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