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Executive Summary
Background

In March 2011, a group of schoolboys in Daraa, Syria scrawled the words “freedom” and “the people
want to topple the regime” on the walls of their school. The Assad regime responded immediately:
the schoolboys were rounded up, imprisoned, and tortured. Their hands were smashed and their
fingernails were pulled. When the schoolboys’ mothers staged a sit-in outside the detention facility,
demanding the release of their boys, they were told by the Assad regime’s moukhabarat, “Don’t
worry. If your sons don’t come back alive, we’ll make new ones with you.” And thus, the Syrian
Revolution for freedom, dignity, and democracy was ignited. The entire country, encouraged by the
prospects of change in Tunisia, Yemen, Egypt, and Libya, rose in defiance of the Assad regime and
engaged in nonviolent acts of civil disobedience.

Nonviolence to Violence
Just as peaceful demonstrations continued to swell across Syria, the Assad regime’s response grew
increasingly violent. Within several months, military defectors and civilians began to turn to selfdefense and the once-peaceful revolution grew increasingly militarized. Since November/December
2011, Syrian citizens have been caught in the crossfire of the Assad regime and Islamist and other
militant forces. As the violence has escalated, so too has the gravity of the humanitarian and human
rights situation.

What the People Want
The Syrian Freedom Charter project is based loosely on the South African Freedom Charter of 1955.
Originally envisioned as a national unity document based on the input of Syrians inside Syria, the
project evolved over the course of a year to include the voices of Syrian refugees and expatriates. To
develop the Freedom Charter, more than 100 Syrian activists from the Local Coordination
Committees in Syria (LCC) and other grassroots organizations planned and implemented a survey
to answer the fundamental question, “What do Syrians want?” The vision of this project was to
collect responses around the country to help determine what the Syrian people aspire to in the
coming years. The Foundation to Restore Equality and Education in Syria (FREE-Syria), working
with the LCC and independent activists, developed 18 survey questions for dissemination
throughout Syria. Pilot surveys were conducted among the Syrian population in Gaziantep, Turkey.
After the pilot surveys, the questions were finalized and distributed inside Syria. Over a 4-month
period, activists inside Syria conducted more than 50,000 surveys of average Syrians across the
country. The number of respondents was proportional based on each "mouhafaza" or governorate.
The survey teams also contacted refugees and expatriates in Lebanon, Jordan, Turkey, Kuwait, UAE,
Germany, and the United States.
At the end of the project, FREE-Syria, the LCC, and independent activists compiled the survey
results into the Freedom Charter document. The overarching results of this initiative indicate that
the Syrian people want to live in freedom – and their voices are reflected in the attached Freedom
Charter. In addition, the attached draft document includes an analysis of the complete survey.
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Freedom Charter
We, the people of Syria, from all our cities, towns, and villages;
from our diaspora; from our diverse backgrounds, ethnicities, and religious sects; women and
men of Syria – affirm to ourselves
and announce to the world our vision and dreams of a free nation –
one that is devoid of oppression, ignorance, and discrimination.
We want:




An inclusive state based on equality and justice for all, in which individual rights and freedoms
are protected against discrimination.
A state based on the rule of law, and in which the people choose their political leaders.
An independent and sovereign state within United Nations-recognized borders, which abides by
international conventions and treaties.

Syria’s future will be determined by the will of the Syrian people, and the following principles
represent our resolve:





The nation’s wealth and resources belong to all Syrians.
The army’s duty is to protect Syria’s borders and defend her sovereignty, with no interference in
political, economic, or social life.
The judicial system must be independent, and not subject to the authority of other governmental
bodies, nor subject to pressure of special interest groups.
Basic education must be free, mandatory, and available for everyone.

All Syrians are born free and have the right to:





Freedom of opinion and expression.
Freedom of assembly and organization.
Freedom of religion and religious practice.
Freedom to form political parties, professional and trade unions, and civil society organizations.

All Syrians are equal:





All Syrians are equal in their rights and duties, regardless of their gender, religion, or ethnic
background.
All Syrians are equal before the law.
All Syrians have equal employment opportunities, based on skills and qualifications, within all
public institutions.
All Syrians – men and women – are entitled to equal pay for equal work.
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The rights of all Syrians are guaranteed:









Every Syrian has the right to access information and knowledge, and to communicate with other
cultures.
Every Syrian has the right to learn, acquire new skills, and develop new capabilities.
Every Syrian has the right to own property anywhere in Syria.
Every Syrian has the right to work.
Every Syrian has the right to a fair trial in a court of law, without exception.
Every Syrian has the right to vote and run for political office.
The diverse people of Syria have the right to communicate in their own languages and promote
their ethnic cultures.
Every Syrian has the right to publicly funded health insurance and unemployment compensation.

Syrian women’s rights include:




The right to an education and the right to work.
The right to vote and the right to run for political office.
The right to grant citizenship to their children.

We are resolute in our determination to achieve this vision for ourselves and for the future generations
of Syrians.
Damascus
October 13, 2014
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Survey Questionnaire
* A number of responses were recorded, but they were fewer than 1% of the total.
Are you a Syrian citizen? If so, your voice is one of the many voices that will determine what the Syrian people
want.
Age:

Gender:

Current Place of
Residence:

□Male □Female
Occupation:

Religion or Belief:

Nationality:

Place of Birth:

Residence:

Code:
Date:

/ / 2014

Freedom Charter: This is a project to draft a document that outlines what the Syrian people want by providing the
following survey to a large number of Syrian citizens inside and outside Syria. The survey will convey Syrian voices
in an honest, objective, and professional manner to the entire world. This survey strives to answer the most
important question: What do Syrians want?
1. The nation’s treasures belong to all Syrians.
□Agree
□Disagree
2. All Syrians are equal in rights and duties regardless of their religion, nationality, or gender
□Agree
□Disagree
3. The law guarantees the rights of all Syrians in:
□Knowledge □Education
□Ownership

□Work

□Unemployment compensation

4. Do you agree that the law guarantees freedoms for all Syrians in:
□ Opinion and expression
□ assembly and membership

□ Worship

5. Do you agree that the judiciary must be independent and not subject to any other authority or special interest
group?
□Agree
□Disagree
6. All Syrians are equal before the law
□Agree
□Disagree
7. Every individual accused of a crime is entitled to a fair trial, with no exceptions
□Agree
□Disagree
8. Employment opportunities, based on skills and qualifications, are available to all Syrians in all the country’s
institutions
□Agree
□Disagree
9. Every Syrian has the right to vote and run for political office
□Agree
□Disagree
If you disagree, why? ...............................................................................................
10. Publicly funded health insurance is available for all Syrians and an obligation of the government
□Agree
□Disagree
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11. Do you agree that basic education is:
□ compulsory
□ free □ available to everyone
12. Do you agree that the law guarantees the rights of Syrian women to:
□ work
□ vote and run for political office
□ education □ grant citizenship to her children
13. Equal pay for equal work for men and women
□ Agree
□ Disagree
14. Do you agree that Syria as a country should:
□ be independent
□ respect international conventions and treaties □ sovereign on the entire Syrian territory
15. Do you agree that individuals and groups are free to establish:
□ political parties
□ civil society organizations □ professional associations
16. The diverse population constituting the Syrian people has the right to use their own languages
□ Agree
□ Disagree
17. The armed forces are empowered only to protect Syria’s borders and defend her sovereignty, with no
interference in political, economic, or social life
□Agree
□Disagree
18. How do you define the geographical map of the Syrian state?

The Freedom Charter team thanks you for providing your opinion.
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Method
Our work was modeled on South Africa’s Freedom
Charter of 1955. We launched the effort by seeking
the advice of international experts, and developed a
survey of more than 30 questions related to the form
of government the Syrian people are seeking.
Between September 1, 2013 to August 31, 2014,
more than 100 Syrian activists worked in
cooperation with the Local Coordination
Committees in Syria (LCC), under the direction of
the Foundation to Restore Equality and Education
in Syria (FREE-Syria).We conducted multiple faceto-face interviews with Syrian nationals inside
Syria, in the neighboring countries, and in
expatriate communities. We then engaged an
independent international organization (with
specific expertise in survey analysis) to analyze the
results of our work. The summary of our extensive
survey is contained in the form of a document – the
Freedom Charter.
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Demographics:
Our goal was to complete 60,000 surveys, split proportionally among Syria’s fifteen districts and
Syrian expatriate communities in Turkey, Jordan, Lebanon, and various other countries. At
project’s completion, we had collected 50,333 surveys; 30,345 surveys from inside Syria, and
19,988 surveys in expatriate communities. Survey participants came from various religions,
ethnicities, and age groups:

Gender

Age Group
3% 2% 1%
9%

27%

<18

27%
Male
Female

18-24
25-34

20%

35-44
45-54
55-64

73%

>65

38%

Religion
1%

Ethnicity

1%

1%
6%

Islam

36%

No Response

No Response

50%

Christian

62%

43%
Other

Arab
Kurdish
Other
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1. The Nation’s Treasures Belong to All Syrians.





98% Agree
2% Disagree
In Damascus Suburbs
Disagreement was over
9%
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2. All Syrians are equal in rights and duties regardless of their religion, nationality,
or gender.











94% Agree
6% Disagree
Higher Disagreement in:
Damascus, (16%)
Damascus Suburbs, (14%)
Hama, (11%)
Homs, (11%)
Deir ez-Zor, (10%)
Quneitra, (15%)
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3. The law guarantees the rights of all Syrians in: Knowledge, Education, Ownership,
Work, and/ or Unemployment Compensation.




National Agreement of: Knowledge, 83%; Education, 81%; Ownership, 85%; Work, 87%; Unemployment
Compensation, 74%
In Daraa Agreement for Knowledge was only 40% and Unemployment Compensation was 34%
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4. Do you agree that the law guarantees freedoms for all Syrians in: Opinion and
Expression, Assembly and Organization, and/ or Worship?



National Agreement of: Opinion and Expression was 90%; Assembly and Organization was 66%;
Worship was 78%
There was a wider range of agreement for this question but especially on Assembly and Organization
the range was from 20% (in Daraa) to 97% (in Turkey)
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5. Do you agree that the judiciary must be independent and not subject to any other
authority or special interest group?







96% Agree
4% Disagree
Disagreement larger in:
Hama, (14%)
Der ez-Zor, (11%)
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6. All Syrians are equal before the law.




97% Agree
3% Disagree
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7. Every individual accused of a crime in entitled to a fair trial, with no exceptions.





98% Agree
2% Disagree
8% Disagree in Der ez-Zor
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8. Employment opportunities, based on skills and qualifications, are available to all
Syrians in all the country’s institutions.





96% Agree
4% Disagree
21% Disagree in
Damascus
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9. Every Syrian has the right to vote and run for political office.








86% Agree
14% Disagree
Higher Disagreement in:
26% in Homs
49% in Damascus
27% in Deir ez-Zor
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10. Publicly funded health insurance is available for all Syrians and is an obligation
of the government.

3%

.10%





97%

97% Agree
3% Disagree
8% Disagree in Deir ezZor

Agree
Disagree
No Response

Percent in Agreement by Age
Percent in Agreement by Gender

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0

100
90
80
70
60
50
40
30
20
10
0
≤ 18

18-24 25-34 35-44 45-54 55-64

≥ 65

Male

Female

100%
80%
60%
40%
20%
0%

Agree
Disagree
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11. Do you agree that basic education is: Compulsory, Free, and/ or Available to
Everyone?





National Agreement of: Compulsory was 84%; Free was 87%; Available to Everyone was 63%
In Aleppo only 45% Agreed that basic education is Available to Everyone
In Daraa only 48% Agreed that basic education is compulsory
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12. Do you agree that the law guarantees the rights of Syrian women to: Work, Vote
and run for political office, Education, and/ or Grant citizenship to her children?




National Agreement of: Work was 84%; Vote and Run for Political Office was 60%; Education was 90%;
Grant Citizenship to her Children 67%
The range for Vote and Run for Political Office agreement was from 32% (Aleppo) to 92% (Turkey)
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13. Equal pay for equal work for men and women.







92% Agree
8% Disagree
13% Disagree in Idlib and
Quneitra
24% Disagree in Homs
90% of Males and 96% of
Females Agree
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14. Do you agree that Syria as a country should: Be independent, Respect
international conventions and treaties, and/ or Be sovereign over the entire Syrian
territory?



National Agreement of: Independent was 86%; Respects International Conventions and Treaties
was 63%; Sovereign on the Whole Syrian Lands was 84%
Districts with 50% or less Agreement on Respects International Conventions and Treaties include:
Idlib (50% Agree), Quneitra (47%), Aleppo (41%), Hama (46%),
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15. Do you agree that individuals and groups are free to establish: Political Parties,
Civil Society Organizations, and/or Professional Associations?




National Agreement of: Political Parties was 73%; Civil Society Organization was 75%; Professional
Associations was 75%
Agreement of Political Parties in Latakia and Quneitra were 43% and 44% respectively
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16. The diverse constituent of the Syrian people has the right to use their own
languages.





92% Agree
8% Disagree
Only 54% Agreed in
Quneitra and 66% in
Homs

FREEDOM CHARTER
Page 23
No part of this document may be reproduced without the express written permission of FREE-Syria.

17. The armed forces are empowered only to protect Syria’s borders and defend her
sovereignty, with no interference in political, economic, or social life.





97% Agree
3% Disagree
13% Disagree in Deir ezZor
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18. How do you define the geographical map of Syrian state?




54% said they would like to keep the Current Borders
37% said they would like the Current Borders with the Occupied Territories

FREEDOM CHARTER
Page 25
No part of this document may be reproduced without the express written permission of FREE-Syria.

