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The American Legion 
Auxiliary (ALA) recently 
elected Sun City resident 
Nicki Cruz as president of 
the 11th ALA District of Ar-
izona. 

The former president of 
the national award-winning 
John J. Morris American Le-
gion Post 62, at 9847 W. Des-
ert Cove Ave., Ms. Cruz will 
provide leadership to 11 units 
in Glendale, Peoria, Wick-
enburg, Buckeye, Avondale, 
Laveen, Goodyear and Phoe-
nix. 

Sun City resident Doris 
Theiss has been elected to a 
second term as president of 
Unit 62 in Peoria. Under the 
leadership of President The-
iss, the John J. Morris Amer-
ican Legion Family was the 
recipient of the highest hon-
or of the state convention, 
the Bieri Award. The Bieri 
Award is presented to the 

Arizona American Legion 
Family that demonstrates 
the highest level of cooper-
ative support of veterans, 
military, families and com-
munity. 

Founded in 1919, the Na-
tional American Legion Aux-
iliary (ALA) helps to advance 
the mission of The Ameri-
can Legion. With nearly 

three-quarters of a million 
members, it is the world’s 
largest women’s patriotic 
service organization and one 
of the nation’s most promi-
nent supporters of veterans, 
military, and their families.

The ALA also announced 
that Cindy Queen has been 
elected president for 2018-
2019, the highest offi ce in the 

Department of Arizona. 
Ms. Queen was unani-

mously elected during the 
Arizona Department Con-
vention held at Sheraton 
Wild Horse Pass Resort 
and Conference Center. 
Her membership eligibility is 
through her father, a WWII 
Army Veteran (deceased). 
She is also eligible under her 
husband of 25 years, Ken, an 
Air Force Vietnam Veteran.

Originally a member in 
Bowie, Maryland, Ms. Queen 
now resides in Mesa and is a 
member of the Apache Unit 
27 located in Apache Junc-
tion.

Queen looks forward to 
working throughout Ari-
zona with Veterans and the 
nearly 15,000 strong Amer-
ican Legion Auxiliary mem-
bers, as well as the Sons of 
the American Legion. 

“We will continue the ex-

cellent work already being 
done to support veterans, 
communities and children of 
Arizona while working hard 
to increase our membership 
– ensuring that we can sup-
port the growing needs of 
our service men and wom-
en,” Ms. Queen stated. 

As is customary, Presi-
dent Queen selected a spe-
cial project, which she will 
promote over the course of 
her year long tenure.  As 
her special focus, Queen 
will raise funds and aware-
ness to support visually im-
paired Veterans.

“I selected visually im-
paired Veterans partly be-
cause my husband and I 
have a visually impaired 
granddaughter.  Through 
her struggles, I have become 
educated about the challeng-
es the visually impaired face.  
I became aware of new tech-

nologies and therapies that
exist or are under devel-
opment, so I want to bring
these advancements to our
Veterans,” she stated. 

To learn more and get in-
volved, visit ALADeptAZ.
org .

Organization 
celebrating 
13th year

West Valley Women wel-
comed local mayors and 
their representatives to its 
recent 10th Annual Meet the 
Mayors Lunch sponsored by 
First Bank. 

Each city shared their 
accolades and success, and 
why they are a vibrant grow-
ing community.

Regionalism, working to-
gether, and what’s good for 
each city was a recurring 
theme. 

Goodyear Mayor Georgia 
Lord summed it up by say-
ing, “We are the power. We 
are the West Valley.” 

The digntaries attend-
ed the luncheon: Avondale 

Mayor Kenn Weise, Glendale 
mayor Jerry Weiers, Litch-
fi eld Park Mayor Tom Scho-
af, Tolleson Mayor Anna 
Tovar, Youngtown Mayor 
Michael LeVault, Goodyear 
Vice Mayor Wally Campbell, 
Peoria Mayor Pro Tem Vicki 
Hunt, Buckeye council mem-
ber Craig Huestis and Sur-
prise council member Todd 
Tande.

This month, West Valley 
Women will celebrate its 
13th anniversary at a lun-
cheon sponsored by Arizo-
na Broadway Theatre with 
centerpieces provided by 
Thompson’s Flower Shop. 

West Valley Women, 
where one can experience 
networking, is in its 13th year 
of fostering business connec-
tions, networking opportuni-
ties and friendships for wom-

en in the community. Women 
can join for fun networking 
at monthly luncheons and 
quarterly breakfasts.   

Women in business, wom-
en in philanthropy, women 
in education and women in 
government are all welcome 
as members.  

To RSVP or to learn more, 
visit westvalleywomen.org .
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IF YOU GO
What: General membership 
meetings
When: 5:30 p.m., First Tuesday of 
every month
Where: John J. Morris American 
Legion Post 62, at 9847 W. Desert 
Cove Ave., Peoria
More Information: Visit 
azpost62.com or call 623-972-8372

West Valley residents named to American 
Legion Auxiliary leadership posts

Doris TheissNicki Cruz

GOVERNING BOARD
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From left, Surprise council member Todd Tande, Buckeye council member Craig Huestis, Youngtown Mayor Michael 
LeVault, Peoria Mayor Pro Tem Vicki Hunt, Tolleson Mayor Anna Tovar, Avondale Mayor Kenn Weise, Goodyear Vice 
Mayor Wally Campbell, Litchfi eld Park Mayor Tom Schoaf, Glendale MayorJerry Weiers and Goodyear Mayor Georgia 
Lord. [Submitted photo]

IF YOU GO
What: West Valley Women’s 
Fabulous Footwear Contest and 
Lunch
When: 1 1:30 a.m.-1:15 p.m. Tuesday, 
Aug. 7
Where: Arizona Broadway 
Theatre, 7701 W. Paradise Lane, 
Peoria
More Information: 
westvalleywomen.org

West Valley Women celebrate community


