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APASSION FOR DOG RESCUE
LEADS TO A GAME-CHANGING

DOG CARE CONCEPT

PASSAGE EAST KENNELS GIVES MAN'S BEST
FRIEND THE PERFECT RETREAT

ARTICLE KRISTEN PAGE EMOND
PHOTOGRAPHY JOHN VIDELER PHOTOGRAPHY

DOGS HAVE ALWAYS BEEN PART OF THE KADDIS FAMILY.
Joe Kaddis and his wife, Laura, had six rescue dogs of their own in
1998. All had been abused and slated for euthanasia, earning Joe and
Laura the nickname of "the last resort couple.”

One year later, Joe was faced with a dilemma. He went to rescue one
dog at the Bridgeport pound but learned that seven dogs were sched-
uled to be euthanized that day. Ultimately, Joe did the only thing he felt
he could do—he loaded all of them into his van and took them home.

When their vet, Dr. Chuck Noonan, serendipitously mentioned
that a kennel was for sale in Wilton, the Kaddises knew what they
had to do: build a family-oriented, true canine retreat where dogs
of all breeds and backgrounds could receive the love and care they
deserve and the opportunity to find their forever homes,

At Passage East Kennels, the main concern is the well-being

* and happiness of the dogs in their care. Dogs have the opportunity o = “&j
to participate in two outdoor playgroups a day for up to four hours o v ';
of fun, absolutely free. The Kaddises leave the day-to-day opera- - 4;""
tions to their dedicated staff in order to raise their young family and o« ” -
attend to their professional careers, By day, Laura is the principal of & ‘ 1S f_}"
Hurlbutt Elementary in Weston, and Joe is vice president of sales at r4 e | - g
Technologies. The Kaddis clan now includes two rescue dogs, August -

[ L Y

and Blue, and four young daughters, Mary, Amy, Rebecca and Anna.
Some of the staff members have been with Passage East for more
than a decade, and several reside on the property so they can manage :;
24-hour care. At the adoption wing of the property, an average of seven .4‘ _
dogs at a time live out their best lives until they find their forever homes, g
To add to the already fabulous retreat, the Kaddises recently purchased -~
the adjacent property. A separate cottage there will serve as an after-
hours drop-off and pickup point, another added convenience for busy
dog parents. Nestled on four acres, the combined property can com-
fortably accommodate up to 100 dogs at any given time and includes
two outdoor play yards and an indoor play area for inclement weather.
CONTINUED >
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e Kaddis family purchased Passage East in
2000, fueled by their passion fof rescuing dogs.
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OPEN HOUSE (CONTINUED)

Dogs of all breeds are welcome at Passage East
Kennels. Dogs are evaluated and split into playgroups
by temperament for an optimal socialization experi-
ence. Services that traditionally would be charged
as additional fees at other dog care facilities, such as
outdoor play time, are all included. Passage East also
offers full grooming services and daycare.

General Manager Fawn Holden, who has been
with Passage East since 2007, lives on the property
with her family. She is also the head of grooming.
Her attention to detail, enthusiasm and genuine care
shows through in every cut and puts even the most
nervous dogs at ease. Fawn looks for staff members
that match her own level of passion for dogs.

"We want highly trained canine professionals,
and we want people working here that like the dogs
as much as their owners do," she says. "My favorite
part of the job is working with the ‘naughty dogs'’
who during their stay start to come out of their
shells and begin to blossom.”

Kennel Manager Katrina Knebel is also passionate
about her career, living on the property with her three

rescues. Since 2013, Katrina has been leveraging her

o : : e A bird's-eye view of the Passage East
expertise in animal behavior to ensure visiting dogs compound on Danbury Road in Wilton,

are comfortable and socialized within the larger
group. Katrina specializes in working with dogs who
may have behavioral issues.

“We work together to make sure the heart of the

kenneks operations are running smoothly: schedul-
ing, coordinating, incorporating training into off-leash
and play time for more anxious or challenged dogs,"
Katrina says. "This is a second home for a lot of the
dogs, and we make sure to go the extra mile, It's not
uncommon for some dogs visiting us to leave to go
home better behaved than when they arrived.”

499 Danbury Road, Wilton,
Connecticut, 203,762.7998,
PassageEastKennels.com
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Owners Joe and Laura Kaddis and their four girls

hang out by the reception desk and retail selection,

Slate, the rescue pit bull, serves as Chief Greeter.

Head of Groc ming.
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Community, Fine Foops & Seirrts

Mogrris KercauMm JEsup

Our narnesake, born in Westport in 1830,
dedicated his life to the advancement
of scienee, education and enviornmental
canservation. Jesup understood the intrinsic
value of community in social development.

Set in the Historic Westport Town Hall,
Jesup Hall has the wholesome intention of
rekindling the sense of comeraderie and

community that Morris himself may have enjoyed.

Beautiful food, fine spirits & interesting people.
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