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MESSAGE FROM
THE PRESIDENT
As this is my last President’s
message, I wish to thank each
member of the Alabama Society
for your service and volunteerism.
Your willingness to play a role,
no matter how little, is appreciated. What more can you do to
perpetuate the memory of our
Patriot ancestors and the American Revolution? What more can
you do to assist your chapter? If
you are an At-Large member, what
meeting of the closest chapter can
you attend?
The Board of Managers (BOM)
meeting on Oct. 2 again covered
several topics and are summarized
in an accompanying article. Constitution and By-Laws changes that
were approved to go forward to
the annual meeting in February are
provided, as required to all members, via this issue of the newsletter.
For the second time this year, a
chapter charter, that of the John
Henry Lentz Chapter, was regretfully revoked.
We endorsed candidates for
National office for the 2011-2012
term and that list includes our own
Compatriot Larry Cornwell for
Genealogist General and Compatriot Mike Wells for Librarian
General. I convey my personal
wishes for their successful election.
See MESSAGE, Page 2

Inside this issue:
ALSSAR state convention
set for Montgomery

2

Montgomery duo has
117 years of service

5

Compatriots plant Liberty
Tree in Albertville

6

Chapter leads Veterans
Day celebration

7

December, 2010

Gov. Bob Riley inducted into
ALSSAR in October ceremony

—Photo by Robin Cooper

ALSSAR president Bruce Pickette, right, inducts
Gov. Bob Riley into the Gen. Richard Montgomery
chapter as chapter president Dick Erickson looks on.

Calling it one of the highlights of his life, Alabama
Gov. Bob Riley was inducted into the Alabama
Society of the Sons of the
American Revolution in a
ceremony in the historic
Old House Chamber of the
Alabama State Capitol on
Oct. 29.
“To know that I had an
ancestor, a direct ancestor,
that helped win that Revolution that not only changed
the United States forever
but changed this world forever, truly means something
that is and always will be
very special to me and I
know that it’s special to
you,” Riley said as he addressed the 34 ALSSAR
compatriots and guests that
See RILEY, Page 3

BOM proposes car tags, budget
For the second time in as many meetings, the
Board of Managers voted to rescind the charter
of one of its oldest chapters.
At the spring meeting in May, ALSSAR
president Bruce Pickette told the BOM that the
Warrior River chapter in Jasper had dwindled
to eight members and was no longer holding
regularly scheduled meetings. At that time, the
status of the John Henry Lentz chapter in Athens, which has been experiencing similar problems, was tabled.
At the fall meeting in October, Pickette raised

the issue again, recommending the revocation
of the chapter’s charter because the chapter had
stopped electing officers and meeting on a
regular basis and was in violation of ALSSAR
by-laws. The BOM approved the measure,
leaving the state with 15 chapters.
Twenty-seven compatriots attended the fall
meeting at Montgomery’s Max Credit Union
building on Oct. 2 and went over a report from
the by-laws committee, a forecast for the 2011
See BOM, Page 7
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ALSSAR convention set for Montgomery on Feb. 25-26
The annual convention of the Alabama Convention registration form ........ Page 8
Society will be held Feb. 25-26 at the Convention ad form....................... Page 9
Wynlakes Golf and Country Club in east
Montgomery.
An informal reception will be held on
The annual convention will be hosted late Friday afternoon. The following
by the Gen. Richard Montgomery chap- day features the George Washington
ter. Official lodging for the event is the Breakfast, the annual meeting, the state
Fairfield Inn and Suites on the East- oration contest, training sessions and the
Chase parkway, a distance of two miles annual banquet.
from the Wynlakes club. Transportation
The breakfast speaker, and special
assistance will be available between the guest for the convention, will be Compatwo locations.
triot Stephen Leishman, Treasurer Gen-

eral of the National Society. The afternoon training sessions include Chapter
Officer, Chapter Orientation and Registrar training.
The guest speaker for the banquet will
be Major General Robert Kane, Commander, Spaatz Center for Officer Education, and Commandant, Air War College, Maxwell Air Force Base.
The banquet will include annual
awards presented to compatriots and the
induction of the 2011 state officers.

Message
(Continued from Page 1)
Please consider attending the National Congress in Winston-Salem in July 2011. The
entire endorsed slate is listed in the newsletter.
It had been necessary to change the original
date of the BOM to accommodate the Southern District (the Societies of Alabama, Tennessee, Louisiana, and Mississippi) meeting in
Nashville on Oct. 9. Several compatriots from
the state were able to attend that meeting and
the time and effort it took for them to do so is
appreciated. The rotation of the Vice President
General of the Southern District falls to Alabama for July 2011-2012.
Registrar Bearden has begun the organizational tasks to potentially form a new chapter
in the Quad-Cities (Florence, Sheffield, Tuscumbia, and Muscle Shoals) area. That effort
is also outlined in the newsletter. Senior Vice
President Billings has visited several chapters
this year to learn of effective practices, strengths, areas for improvement and
chapter efforts at retention, reinstatement and
recruitment of members. Please continue to
give him your cooperation and support as he
follows up with your chapter.
If you have not paid your 2011 dues, it is
not too late but should be submitted as soon
as possible prior to Dec. 31. Any member for
whom dues are received after Jan. 1 would
have to be reinstated. For chapters – the National SAR Member Database or the State
Secretary can provide you a list of members
dropped in previous years. Please make all
good efforts to bring members back into the
rolls and regain their participation.
Over time, our color guardsmen seem to
have withdrawn to their own chapter’s activities and have declined participation in any
other chapter activities or even state activities,
such as BOMs. Color guard members need to
show up at color guard functions only 30

minutes ahead of the posting of the colors
because of the simplified procedures worked
out by the current color guard commander.
For my part I want to encourage SAR
members to obtain and wear Revolutionary
War uniforms at SAR events. Wearing the
uniform is often by far our best tool for recruiting and for helping to meet the SAR’s
mission of spreading the word about the
American Revolution. We all know that recruiting by word of mouth is the hardest
route to go; if we are visible in our communities, recruiting will be easier!
Ken Brown of the Cullman chapter writes:
“They say a picture is worth a thousand words
and one of us, in uniform, speaks to who we
are and what we are all about. I would encourage all of us to think of ways we can persuade
more of our members to get in uniform. We
can’t do other SAR programs if we don't have
the members to do them.” If you are interested
in obtaining a replica Revolutionary War uniform, contact any other SAR member who
owns one, or simply Google ‘Revolutionary
War uniform.’ Uniforms are available in
many styles and price ranges.
I hope to see you at the annual meeting and
convention in February in Montgomery!
Saturday afternoon will include training sessions for chapters, chapter officers and registrars. Come and exchange ideas for chapter
improvement. We are ‘missing’ several
chapter registrars; if your chapter does not
have one, now is the time to volunteer, or
find someone and ask him to attend. Prospective members need your help in completing their applications!
It has been an honor to serve as your state
president. Special thanks to the state committee chairs for their work and to the past presidents for their advice.
—C. Bruce Pickette

Modifications
for wearing of
neck ribbon
At the Fall Leadership Meeting,
the Medals and Awards Committee and the Executive Committee
approved the following minor
changes in the guidance on the
wear of the Neck Ribbon in the
NSSAR Handbook (Vol. III, page
1-2 provides complete information):
“The SAR badge suspended
from the neck ribbon is intended
for wear with a tie. It should be
worn over the tie and under the
turned over collar and drawn up to
within one inch below the bow or
four-in hand tie in business or
formal attire.
“The SAR Badge should only be
worn at functions of the National
Society, State Society or Chapter
or when representing the SAR. It
may also be worn during the funeral of an SAR member or at the
dedication of a grave marker for a
deceased SAR member.”
All three volumes of the current
NSSAR Handbook, as approved
by the Executive Committee, are
posted on the SAR Web site.
—John Wallace
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Riley

—Photos by Robin Cooper

Above, compatriots and Riley after ceremony; below,
from left: Ron Davis, Jack Caraway, Price Legg, Riley
and Pickett with Good Citizenship medal and certificate.

—Photo courtesy of Dick Erickson

—Photos courtesy of Dick Erickson

Above left, Riley addresses compatriots; top photo, right,
Riley and Pickette with membership certificate; bottom
photo, right, Riley is greeted by compatriot Benny Harris.

(Continued from Page 1)
witnessed the ceremony. “So thank you for the honor that
you bestow on me today and this is one legacy that I hope
will always continue to be cherished because we’re
Americans by birth and that means a lot.”
While Riley isn’t the first governor to join the SAR or
even the ALSSAR, it’s rare for a sitting governor to join
the organization.
“We’ve been trying for a number of months to get him
into the organization,” said Gen. John Archer Elmore
chapter compatriot Matt Clark, who spearheaded the recruiting effort. “His mother was (a member of the) DAR
through the Pace family.”
Clark worked with Caroline Nelson, a DAR member
and a cousin of Riley, and Gen. Richard Montgomery
compatriot Larry Cornwell, to prepare his application for
membership.
ALSSAR president Bruce Pickette paid tribute to the
governor's patriot ancestor, Chaplain (Captain) Drury
Pace of the South Carolina Militia, and presented the
governor with a large framed membership certificate.
“I knew I’d have to go in on my mom’s side,” Riley
joked. “My dad’s side would probably never make it.”
The 66-year-old native of Clay County reflected on the
three terms he served in the U.S. House of Representatives before defeating Don Siegelman in the governor’s
race in 2002.
“I don’t want to be overly dramatic but I want you to
know how much this means to me,” he said. “I’m not too
sure that it would have meant as much had I not served in
Washington, D.C. But if you’ve ever had the opportunity
to sit in the Capitol and understand what has gone on
there for over 200 years, then you really begin to understand how truly special our heritage really is.
“But this country has never been about geographic borders. This country is about the people and the beliefs they
had when they formed a country, when they started the
greatest experiment in democracy the world has never
known. I became quite a student of that history when I
was in D.C., and one of the things that I hope we never
lose is that spirit. If you’ve ever had the opportunity to go
into the Capitol, go into the rotunda, one of the things that
you’ll begin to notice is the principals we were founded
on have not changed. Sometimes, I think we have.
“John Trumbull has four different murals that are
painted on the walls. There are religious references in
almost every one of them. – ‘The Baptism of Pocahontas,’ De Soto carrying the cross as he comes up from the
Gulf of Mexico – these people were special. These people
and the beliefs they had -- that every one of us were given
our rights not by an emperor, not by a king, but we’re
given those rights by God -- that’s what made this country and we can’t ever forget it.”
Prior to his induction, Price Legg presented Riley with
the SAR’s Silver Good Citizenship medal and certificate
for his service to his country and state with his focus on
economic development, jobs and education reform.
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Constitution and By-Laws changes proposed
At the Oct. 2 Board of Managers meeting, the
following changes to the ALSSAR Constitution and
By-Laws were discussed and approved. Motions were
made to forward these changes to the annual meeting
for possible approval by the general membership. ByLaw Article XXII, Amendments, provides that
“proposed changes shall be sent to all members at
least 30 days in advance of the meeting at which they
are to be acted upon.” Publication in the SAR Alabama constitutes this advance notice and the following proposed changes are presented here for review
by the membership:
CONSTITUTION, Article IV, Officers:
Current Wording: Section 1. The elective officers
of the Society shall be a President, a Senior Vice
President, a Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar, Historian,
Genealogist, Chaplain, Chancellor, and a Sergeant at
Arms.
Change To: Section 1. The elective officers of the
Society shall be a President, a Senior Vice President,
a Secretary, a Recording Secretary, Treasurer, Registrar, Historian, Genealogist, Chaplain, Chancellor,
and a Sergeant at Arms.
-------------------------------------------------------CONSTITUTION, Article V, Meetings:
Current Wording: Section 1. Sentence 5: The
State Secretary shall provide written notice to board
members of the time and place of a Board of Managers meeting not less than thirty days prior to a scheduled meeting and not less than fifteen days prior to a
Special Board of Managers meeting.
Change To: Section 1. Sentence 5: The Recording
Secretary shall provide written notice to board members of the time and place of a Board of Managers
meeting not less than thirty days prior to a scheduled
meeting and not less than fifteen days prior to a Special Board of Managers meeting.
Current Wording: Section 2. Sentence 4: …….and
to report its nominations to the President and the
Secretary in sufficient time for the report……
Change To: Section 2. Sentence 4: …….and to
report its nominations to the President and the Recording Secretary in sufficient time for the report……
Current Wording: Section 4. Sentence 2: Ten (10)
members of the Society in good standing shall constitute a quorum at a Board of Managers meeting.
Change To: Section 4. Sentence 2: Ten (10) members of the Board of Managers in good standing
shall constitute a quorum at a Board of Managers
meeting.
Current Wording: Section 5. Sentence 2: The
State Secretary will forward the names of elected
delegates to the National Society so that the appropriate credentials can be provided.
Change To: Section 5. Sentence 2: The Recording
Secretary will forward the names of elected delegates
to the National Society so that the appropriate credentials can be provided.
-------------------------------------------------------BY-LAWS, Article I, Membership:
Current Wording: Section 2. Last Paragraph,
Sentences 1 & 2: The Secretary shall photocopy the
original application on acid-free paper prior to affixing his signature to the application. This photocopy
shall be retained by the Society Secretary for preser-

vation.
Change To: Section 2. Last Paragraph, Sentences 1
& 2: The Secretary shall photocopy the original
application prior to affixing his signature to the application. This photocopy shall be retained by the Society Secretary until such time as the Record Copy is
returned from the National Society.
Current Wording: Section 2. Last Paragraph,
Sentence 3: Periodically the Society copy of the
approved applications shall be bound for preservation.
Change To: Section 2. Last Paragraph, Sentence 3:
Periodically the Society’s copies of the approved
application (NSSAR Record Copy) and approved
Supplemental applications (NSSAR Record Copy)
shall be bound for preservation.
Current Wording: Section 3. Application shall be
accompanied by a check payable to the "Alabama
Society, SAR" in an amount equal to the sum of the
following: (a) the initiation fee of the National Society, and (b) the initiation fee of the State Society,
and (c) the first year dues for the National Society.
Change To: Section 3. Application shall be accompanied by a check payable to the "Alabama Society,
SAR" in an amount equal to the sum of the following:
(a) the application fee of the National Society, and
(b) the application fee of the State Society, and (c)
the first year dues for the National Society.
-------------------------------------------------------BY-LAWS, Article II, Fees and Dues:
Current Wording: Section 1. Sentence 1: …..from
time to time make changes therein, namely: (a) annual
dues for membership in the State Society; (b) initiation fee payable by applicants for initial membership
in the Society; (c) fee for…..
Change To: Section 1. Sentence 1: …..from time
to time make changes therein, namely: (a) annual
dues for membership in the State Society; (b) application fee payable by applicants for initial membership in the Society; (c) fee for…..
-------------------------------------------------------BY-LAWS, Article V, Society Endowment Fund
Committee and Responsibilities:
Current Wording: Section 4. The committee will
determine in what securities, such as corporate stocks,
bonds, government securities, etc., that monies are
invested, and the amount of investment in each security. However, no more than 25 percent of The Fund’s
total value shall be invested in any one security.
Change To: Section 4. The committee will determine in what securities, such as corporate stocks,
bonds, government securities, etc., that monies are
invested, and the amount of investment in each security. However, no more than 25 percent of The Fund’s
total value shall be invested in any one security. At
the same time, there are no percentage limitations
on investments in instruments that have a fixed
rate of return, insured, and principle is not at risk;
e.g., Certificates of Deposits and U.S. Government
Securities.
-------------------------------------------------------BY-LAWS, Article VI, Chapters:
Current Wording: Section 1. Paragraph 2: After
appropriate organizational meetings are held and the
minimum approved membership has been achieved,
the group may hold elections to select provisional
officers, a proposed Chapter name and a date/time/
location for Chapter meetings. A Chapter Charter

petition shall be prepared listing the Provisional
Chapter’s membership names and membership numbers, provisional officers and the proposed Chapter
name. The petition shall be signed by the elected
provisional officers and forwarded to the Society
Secretary for approval/disapproval action at the next
Society Board of Managers meeting or the Society
Annual Convention.
Change To: Section 1. Paragraph 2: After appropriate organizational meetings are held and the minimum approved membership has been achieved, the
group may hold elections to select provisional officers, a proposed Chapter name and a date/time/
location for Chapter meetings, and propose a Chapter Constitution and By-laws. A Chapter Charter
petition shall be prepared listing the Provisional
Chapter’s membership names and membership numbers, provisional officers and the proposed Chapter
name along with the proposed Constitution and
By-laws. The petition shall be signed by the elected
provisional officers and forwarded to the Society
Secretary for approval/disapproval action at the next
Society Board of Managers meeting or the Society
Annual Convention.
Current Wording: Section 2. Each Chapter shall
elect annually a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, a Registrar, and such other officers
as are deemed necessary, and who shall act as managers and conduct the affairs of the Chapter. In addition
each Chapter shall select a member to serve as a
Board of Manager member. Any member may hold
more than one office. In order to maintain continuity
of SAR activities each Chapter shall hold not less
than seven meetings annually.
Change To: Section 2. Each Chapter shall elect
annually a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a
Treasurer, a Registrar, and such other officers as are
deemed necessary, and who shall act as managers and
conduct the affairs of the Chapter. Each officer must
be a primary member of the chapter where he
serves as an officer. In addition each Chapter shall
select a member to serve as a Board of Manager
member. Any member may hold more than one office. In order to maintain continuity of SAR activities
each Chapter shall hold not less than seven meetings
annually and maintain a recommended minimum
membership of 15 Regular primary members.
------------------------------------------------------BY-LAWS, Article X, The Secretary:
Current wording: The Secretary shall conduct the
general correspondence of the Society and shall maintain appropriate files. He shall have charge of and
maintain all records of the Society, which are not
herein expressly placed in the charge of other officers
of the Society. On or about January 15 of each year he
shall collect from the other officers who keep records,
the retained copies of applications for membership and
the historical records of the Society and may deposit
the same in an appropriate archival institutions approved by the Board of Managers. He shall notify all
candidates of their admission to membership in the
Society and forward to them their certificates of membership. He shall maintain an accurate roll of membership of the Society and shall as of January 1 of each
year, submit the report of membership of the Society
See CHANGES, Page 5
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Montgomery chapter honors
Quad-Cities chapter being
formed in northwest Alabama duo with 117 years of service
State Registrar Ron Bearden is leading the effort to form a new
chapter in the “Quad Cities” area of northwest Alabama, primarily
in the counties of Lauderdale and Colbert. The “Quad Cities” are
considered as the towns of Florence, Sheffield, Muscle Shoals and
Tuscumbia.
Compatriot Bearden is being assisted by Senior Vice President
Billings and President Pickette. In prior years, a chapter called the
Pride Chapter existed in Florence. While former members of that
chapter may be involved, the potential new chapter will be independent of the previous effort.
Compatriot Bearden has contacted several men in the area about
the formation of the new chapter and the response has been very
positive. The first meeting is scheduled for the second Sunday
afternoon in January. Should you know of a potential member in
the northwest area of the state, please contact Compatriot Bearden
at rbearden@farmerstel.com or call him at 256-659-6479.

Changes
(Continued from Page 4)
to the Executive Director of the National Society. He shall, under direction of the
President, give due notice of the time and place of all meetings of the Society and of
the Board of Managers and shall attend same. He shall prepare minutes of all society
meetings, which will be available to members of the Board of Managers not later than
forty-five days following the adjournment of the meeting.
Change To: The Secretary shall conduct the general correspondence of the Society
dealing with all matters relating to membership and shall maintain appropriate
files. He shall have charge of and maintain all records of the Society, which are not
herein expressly placed in the charge of other officers of the Society. On or
about January 15 of each year he shall collect from the other officers who keep records, the retained copies of applications for membership and the historical records of
the Society and may deposit the same in an appropriate archival institutions approved
by the Board of Managers. He shall notify all candidates of their admission to membership in the Society and forward to them their certificates of membership. He shall
maintain an accurate roll of membership of the Society and shall as of January 1 of
each year, submit the report of membership of the Society to the Executive Director of
the National Society. He shall, under direction of the President, give due notice of the
time and place of all meetings of the Society and of the Board of Managers and shall
attend same. He shall prepare minutes of all society meetings, which will be available
to members of the Board of Managers not later than forty-five days following the
adjournment of the meeting.
-------------------------------------------------------BY-LAWS, Article XI, The Recording Secretary: (New Article)
The Recording Secretary shall organize all Board of Managers meetings and
state business meetings and collect officer, chapter, and committee reports for
such meetings. He shall give due notice of the time and place of all meetings to
the membership. He shall prepare minutes of all society meetings, which will be
available to members of the Board of Managers not later than forty-five days
following the adjournment of the meeting. He will maintain records of all activities of the Board of Managers and state business meetings. On or about January
15 of each year he shall collect from the other officers who keep records, and may
deposit the same in an appropriate archival institution approved by the Board of
Managers. He shall prepare correspondence as directed by the State President or
Board of Managers on all items not directly relating to membership matters, and
will, with the assistance of the Secretary, prepare and distribute annual dues
notices.
(Note: All subsequent existing officer position Articles will have to be renumbered.)

Gen. Richard Montgomery compatriots Dr. Josiah
Reed and Rev. Dr. Henry Lyons III were honored at the
chapter’s September luncheon for their more than 115
years in the Sons of the
American Revolution.
Reed was awarded his
65-year pin and certificate and Lyons was
awarded his 50-year pin
and certificate.
Dr. Reed joined the
SAR in 1943 (so he has
67 years total) and is
the longest serving
—Photos by Bob Glasscock
SAR member in the
Rev. Henry Lyons, above,
Alabama Society.
When he joined, he and Dr. Josiah Reed were
became a member of honored for their lengthy
Harris Ferry Chapter, service at chapter meeting.
Pennsylvania Society,
where his father was
serving as chapter
president.
Reed’s longevity certificate was signed by
both past President
General Edward Butler
and current President
General J. David Simp-

ALSSAR
ENDORSEMENTS
President General............... Larry J. Magerkurth
Secretary General.............Stephen A. Leishman
Treasurer General ................. Joseph W. Dooley
Chancellor General .......... Thomas E. Lawrence
Genealogist General.............. Larry P. Cornwell
Registrar General ................... Lindsey C. Brock
Librarian General................... Michael C. Wells
Historian General.................. Charles Lampman
Surgeon General ..............Dr. Abraham R. Byrd
Chaplain General .......Rev. Dr. James C. Taylor
SAR Foundation Board... PG J. David Sympson
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ALSSAR compatriots gather in Albertville
to plant Liberty Tree on Veterans Day
ALSSAR compatriots from throughout the state
gathered on Veterans Day to participate in the dedication of Graham Park in Albertville, recognize our
military veterans and plant a Liberty Tree.
Compatriots in attendance included William Stone
and Bruce Buehler from the Gen. John Archer Elmore chapter and Ron Bearden, Nelson Wilkes and
Jimmy Harper from the Little River chapter.
The newly formed Graham Park was once a small
neighborhood with four houses. However, the area
was devastated last year by a tornado that ripped
through the town of Albertville. Joel Graham, who
donated the land, noted “this land was my family’s
land and this is where my brother Raymond and I
were born.”
The Veterans Day event took on added significance
for the Grahams, who were honored for their service.
Joel Graham served on the U.S.S. Iowa during World
War II while Robert fought in the Vietnam War.
Mayor Lindsey Lyons, during the dedication, said
the city has a development plan to turn Graham Park
into a place the citizens of Albertville will be proud to
utilize and “this Liberty Tree will become a focal
point of the park.”
Members of the Albertville High School Junior
ROTC presented the colors and Retired Lt. Col Keith
Dodd, US Army, provided a prayer. Members of the
AHS Vocal Ease sang the National Anthem and later
sang a medley of all the military service songs. Captain Brad Priest, Alabama Army National Guard,
gave recognition to all veterans in attendance and
provided his insight about the current efforts in Iraq
and Afghanistan since recently returning from a ninemonth deployment to Iraq.
Stone, president of the Gen. Elmore chapter, gave a
brief history of the SAR and the significance of the
Liberty Tree. Buehler, chapter vice president and
ALSSAR recording secretary, read the Liberty Tree
Poem written by Thomas Paine. Buehler and
Bearden, Little River chapter secretary and ALSSAR
registrar, then presented Liberty Tree medallions to
Joel and Robert Graham, Lyons and Melody
Whitten, assistant to the mayor.
Lyons and the five SAR members gathered for the
ceremonial planting of the Liberty Tree and the
mayor concluded the event by honoring the nation’s
veterans by noting, “this is truly the home of the free
but it would not be if it was not also the home of the
brave.”
After the ceremony, Stone and Buehler presented
Bearden a Liberty Tree Medallion in recognition of
his participation.
—Bruce Buehler

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Buehler

Liberty Tree participants, from left: Jimmy Harper, Bruce
Buehler, Melody Whitten, Mayor Lindsey Lyons, Robert
Graham, Joel Graham, Ron Bearden and Bill Stone.

—Photo courtesy of Bruce Buehler

Liberty Tree planters, from left: Bill Stone, Mayor Lyons,
Nelson Wilkes (with camera), Jimmy Harper, Ron Bearden
and Bruce Buehler. Top right: Bill Stone provides history of
the SAR and Liberty Tree as Mayor Lyons and Brad Priest
listen. Bottom right, Bruce Buehler and Ron Bearden present
Liberty Tree medallions as Mayor Lyons listens.
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Montgomery holds Veterans Day celebration
Compatriots of the Gen. Richard Montgomery chapter led
Montgomery’s first annual Veterans Day parade on Nov. 11.
Representing the nation’s “first veterans,” approximately 30
members participated at the head of the parade, with other
chapter members marching among the 50 other organizations
in the celebration.
Larry and Leanne Cornwell led the parade dressed as General and Mrs. Richard Montgomery, for whom the city of
Montgomery was named. Montgomery was the first general
killed in the Revolutionary War, dying at the Battle of Quebec on Dec 31, 1775. His elevation to hero status inspired the
Continental Army to fight harder for independence.
The chapter color guard was led by Brad Sanders carrying
the American flag, Tom Smith carrying the Alabama flag
and Ron Davis carrying the SAR flag, flanked by color guard
members Jack Caraway and Dick Wells. Six-year-old William Miller, a junior member and grandson of the Cornwells,
faithfully maintained a drum beat.
Following the color guard and carrying the new chapter
banner were 10-year-old junior members Andrew and Joseph
Holifield, grandsons of vice president Walter Stevenson.
Marching as chapter members were chapter president Dick
Erickson, Stevenson, Jim Meacham, Doug Ruth, Ken
Mahan, Tom Lyles, Bob Glasscock, Justin Rojek, Wayne
Gregory, Philip Davis, Alan Davis, Rich Hobson, Sam Kennedy, Jack Hataway, Ken Hayes, David Diestelhorst and
dual member Bruce Buehler.
Gov. Bob Riley, the chapter’s newest member, acknowledged his chapter and joined the parade immediately behind
the all-services color guard following the chapter members.
Three new Revolutionary War uniforms were debuted by
chapter members. At least two other chapter members have
been inspired to purchase their own and look forward to participating as color guard members on Veterans Day 2011.
The chapter is already signed up to be the lead unit in next
year's parade and will encourage and welcome uniformed
members from other chapters to march with them.

—Photo by Patricia Cornwell Miller

Above, Andrew and Joseph Holifield carry banner
for Montgomery chapter; below, Leanne and Larry
Cornwell, color guard, prepare to lead the parade.

BOM
(Continued from Page 1)
budget and approved a group of candidates for national office that
include former ALSSAR presidents Larry Cornwell for Genealogist General and Mike Wells for Librarian General (see complete
list of endorsements on page 5).
Compatriot Lee Swart led the review from the by-laws committee, which recommended numerous changes to the ALSSAR Constitution and By-laws (see recommended changes on pages 4-5).
Most of the changes dealt with the division of duties of secretary
into two separate state offices from the spring BOM meeting.
Compatriot Rod Hildreth led the discussion regarding the 2011
budget, which was approved for the upcoming year. Pickette asked
that the state society increase its 2010 donation to the Center for
Advancing American Heritage from $300 to $1000. The increase
was approved.
Compatriot Walter Stevenson asked the BOM to look into the

possibility of using personalized SAT automobile tags as a way of
raising additional funds. If approved there would be an additional
charge of $25 for the license plate and $22 would be returned back
to the ALSSAR for its use. Stevenson pointed out that if 150 members purchased the personalized tag, the state would send the ALSSAR $3,300. The BOM recommended that Stevenson should
make contact with state legislators regarding the issue.
In other action, the BOM endorsed the unopposed candidates for
national office and held a vote to determine that endorsement for
the contested offices: Joe Dooley was selected for Treasurer General, Larry Cornwell for Genealogist General, J. David Sympson
for Foundation Board No. 1.
A trio of former state presidents -- John Killian of Birmingham,
Jim Wardlaw of Mobile and Cornwell of Montgomery – were
appointed to form a nominating committee for state officers. The
committee has requested nominations from the Society members.
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Alabama Society
Sons of the American Revolution
2011 Annual Meeting and Convention
Montgomery, Alabama, February 25 - 26, 2011

Schedule of Events
Friday, February 25, 2011
Registration 4:00 – 6:00 pm
Reception 5:30 - 7:00 pm
Wynlakes Golf & Country Club - 7900 Wynlakes Blvd - Montgomery, Alabama
Saturday, February 26, 2011
Registration 7:00 - 9:00 am
George Washington Breakfast (open to all) 7:30 – 8:45 am
ALSSAR Annual Meeting 9:00 - 11:00 am (continues after Oration Contest, if necessary)
Oration Contest 11:15 am
Annual Banquet 6:30 - 10:00 pm

(Black Tie w/decorations for head table and new Officers – others: Black Tie w/decorations; uniform; or coat and tie. Appropriate dress for Ladies.)

Wynlakes Golf & Country Club - 7900 Wynlakes Blvd - Montgomery, Alabama

Member Name: _______________________________ Email:__________________________ Phone: (____) ____________
Address: _____________________________________ City:__________________________ State:_____ Zip:___________
Chapter: _______________________________________________________ State Society: __________________________
Office (chapter, state and/or national):______________________________________________________________________
Spouse/Guest Name(s):__________________________________________________________________________________
Registration
SAR Member
After February 5th
Spouse/Guest Registration
After February 5th

(number)

____ x $35 = $______
____ x $45 = $______
____ x $15 = $______
____ x $25 = $______

George Washington Breakfast (for each Member, Spouse/Guest)

____ x $25 = $______

Annual ALSSAR Awards Banquet and Installation of Officers
- select an Entrée (for each Member, Spouse/Guest)
_____ Roasted Pork Tenderloin w/Apple Cider Jus
_____ Chicken Parmesan with Caper Cream Sauce

____ x $40 = $______

Total Fees Enclosed $______

Please indicate total number registered in party attending Friday Night Reception ____
Official Lodging - Marriott Fairfield Inn and Suites (new & non- smoking). Our block of rooms held to February 9, 2011.
Conference rate for either King or Queen Double $85.00 (plus tax). Also, a King Suite $129.00 (plus tax).
Marriott Fairfield Inn and Suites ♦ 8970 EastChase Parkway ♦ Montgomery, Alabama. Local Phone (334) 260-8650.
Located off of Interstate 85, Exit 11 (Chantilly Pky) or Exit 9 (Taylor Rd). GPS coordinates N32 21 47.2 - W86 08 23.8
Ladies Auxiliary Hospitality Room located at Fairfield Inn and Suites. Ladies Auxiliary meeting at Wynlakes after GW Breakfast.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Please mail your registration with your check payable to: SAR
Mail to: Walter Stevenson, ALSSAR 2011 Convention, 1542 Pampas Drive, Montgomery, AL 36117-2336
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In Memory of

John Stevenson

Revolutionary War Soldier, N.C.
1750-1851
4th Great Grandfather of
Walter B. Stevenson, Jr.
VP, Gen. Richard Montgomery Chapter
Genealogist, ALSSAR

To help cover a portion of the expenses we will incur in hosting the 2011 ALSSAR State Convention, the General Richard Montgomery Chapter is soliciting for advertisements, memorials and
honorariums that will be printed in the convention booklet.
The memorial above is a sample. The sizes and associated amounts are as follows:
¼ page
½ page
Full Page

$25
$50
$100

You may want to honor an ancestor or relative who served or is serving in the military. For each
advertisement, memorial or honorarium, please send camera ready copy (hard copy or MS Word
file, etc.) if possible, or include the following information:
The name of the person you are honoring
Military service
Member’s name
Member’s relationship to the person
You may include other information as space will allow
Please include a check for your total advertisement cost, depending on the amount of space you are
requesting. Deadline for submission (received by) is January 14, 2011.

Make your check payable to “SAR” and mail to: Walter Stevenson
ALSSAR 2011 Convention
1542 Pampas Drive
Montgomery, AL 36117-2336
wbsjr.sar@bellsouth.com

ALABAMA SOCIETY, SONS OF
THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
NEWSLETTER OF THE ALSSAR
3104 Cabot Street
Montgomery, AL 36110

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage
Paid
Permit No. 77
Montgomery, AL

Phone: 334-328-4580
E-mail: timgayle@gmail.com

Visit the ALSSAR Web site at www.alssar.org
Please send in your chapter’s news for next newsletter
Please submit any information about your chapter’s activities or upcoming
events concerning your chapter by March 10 to Tim Gayle at 3104 Cabot
Street, Montgomery, AL 36110, or you can send photos or stories via email to timgayle@gmail.com.

Tri-State joins 200 compatriots in grave-marking ceremony
Members of the Tri-State
chapter joined approximately 200 compatriot
brothers from three states
to celebrate the marking of
the grave of James
Wooten Alexander (17581840) in a Blakely, Ga.,
cotton field. The ceremony
was led by Georgia’s Joel
Early chapter president
Neal Spooner, who was
joined by the Georgia Society president and numerous dignitaries from some
20 other patriotic fraternal
affinity groups.
Pictured at the wreath laying ceremony is Hap
Dunaway, Fletcher Dunnaway, Kenny Dunaway
and Mark Steetle.

