September 2018 Newsletter
God’s Work, Our Hands...
The biblical Greek word ‘leiturgia’ or ‘liturgy’ means “the
work of the people.” As pastors greet parishioners each
week after worship, it’s not unusual to hear comments
like, “I just didn’t get anything out of that sermon/hymn/
worship today…”
The people of God aren’t intended to ‘get something’ out of worship: the liturgy is our ‘work’ or attempt to
glorify, praise and thank our gracious and merciful Creator for our abundant gifts and blessings. We worship
on Sunday mornings full of joy and gratitude for what God has entrusted to us, and for what God has done
for us through the person of Christ Jesus, who volunteered to die for our sake so that God will forgive us,
unconditionally.
Jesus has already done the ‘heavy lifting’ for us in terms of our reconciliation with the Creator; now it’s our
privilege to give thanks by participating in worship and fellowship as members of a faith community
dedicated to sharing the love of the Father, Son & Holy Spirit, with the world.
This month I celebrate our third annual “God’s Work/Our Hands” event with the people of Epiphany
Lutheran Church. We offer our hands to do the work of God on earth, both in praise and worship through
‘leiturgia,’ and in our Community Garden, as living examples of Jesus’ love. I hope you’ll put on that ‘ugly
yellow tee shirt’ and participate in the work of God’s people on Saturday, Sept 15th, 8:30-11:30am at the
Garden. Metropolitan Interfaith Association (MIFA) director Ms. Linda Marks and her staff will be on hand to
celebrate MIFA’s 50th birthday as part of CommUnity Days (yes, there’ll be CAKE!), and so will the good
people of St Andrew’s Episcopal Church, Collierville. Working in the garden may not be your ‘thing,’ but in
gratitude to Christ’s work for your eternal life, please join us for song, prayer and fellowship as we do God’s
Work, with Our Hands? You can give a garden tour, help make Mason Bee Houses, greet visitors and make a
joyful noise.
Peace to all here. Pastor Monica

9/23 Combined Worship w/ Kingsway

On September 23rd, we will hold a combined
worship service at 10:30 am with Kingsway
Christian Church in their sanctuary. There will be
no Epiphany worship service at 10 am that day.
Please bring a small canned ham (any brand) that
day for the Collierville Food Pantry for upcoming
holiday food baskets.

From Your Council President...
The council has been pre-occupied these last months with our financial situation and
found that we were focusing on scarcity instead of appreciating the wonderful abundant
blessings that God has given Epiphany. We have faithful members who have increased
their offerings; we have faithful volunteers helping in worship, the garden, Room In The
Inn, Rise Against Hunger, and more. We are so thankful for the talents of the Lankapallis
who helped us with music before Hector (another blessing!) arrived. I could go on and
on, but you get the picture. We need to appreciate where we are and what we
are. With this focus, we begin work on our 2019 ministry plan in September and will
present it to you in December for a vote in January of next year.
Please consider serving on our Epiphany council! We have two openings coming up for council members starting in
December. The terms are for two years and we meet monthly for 90 minutes. Please contact me with questions or if
you would like more information.
As always, I thank God for our community of faith and faithful members!

T2 Transitional Ministry Team June - August 2018 Report
The T-2 team met at the Kelymans on Saturday, June 23, 2018 to share a meal and fellowship and discuss the book Real
Faith for Real Life by Michael Foss which focuses on the six marks of discipleship. This book was read by each of the
team members and was chosen from a list of activities presented at the first Cohort meeting. Team members and their
spouses participated in this activity. Pastor Monica took the comment cards from Sleuth Sunday with her to compile
the observations made by those participating in the event.
Sunday, July 22, the Vitality Surveys were passed out for Epiphany members to fill out. These surveys are part of the
transformation process, in an effort to get a clear picture of the "Vitality" and life of the congregation. 31 surveys were
filled out anonymously and sent to the Center for Community Research and Development in Waco, Texas. The surveys
were sent Friday, August 10, by Fed-Ex 2 -Day delivery. Our DEM, Wayne Fell, will share the results with Epiphany once
the data is compiled.
Saturday, August 4, the T-2 team met with the Memphis Deanery congregations and Wayne Fell for a full day (8 hours)
of instruction for the second phase of the Transformation process. The Epiphany T-2 team will meet after Labor Day
when all the team members will be back in town. At this time, activities from a prescribed list will be chosen to
implement for Epiphany's ongoing transformation process.
Monday, August 6, the transformation team oversaw Room at the
Inn at Kingsway. The purpose was to provide a meaningful
community outreach project for Epiphany members and to provide
a team building opportunity for the T-2 team and congregation at
large. Supper was served; beds were made the Friday before for 14
expected guests, bag lunches were made for the guests to take with
them Tuesday morning and personal care kits were distributed to
13 female guests. Two children under the age of three were among
the group hosted. All the linens were picked up Tuesday or later
after the guests departed and were returned freshly laundered for
the next group of guests to be hosted the first Monday in
September which is Labor Day. In total 17 volunteers participated in
the RITI with their time and or financial resources. The guests were
appreciative of the attention given to them as witnessed through a
nourishing meal, personal care kits, fresh flowers and pleasantly
appointed tables to make the guests feel extra special. Epiphany has
been invited to become part of the RITI TEAM once a month. This
will have to be determined by council and will require more
volunteers to make it a successful venture without overtaxing the same volunteers.
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But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves. ~James 1:22
Worship Servants - a variety of ways to participate in Sunday morning worship. Sign up here, add our name
to the clipboard available on Sunday mornings, or contact Carol Webster to sign up.
Epiphany Community Garden - Our Garden is GROWING & FEEDING God’s People, and YOU Are Needed!
We’ve got a bumper crop this year and our Garden Crew could really use your help! Hands are always
needed to weed/water plants and pick produce on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 8:30-11:30 am (if you
can come other days, please let Wendell know - the cucumbers are growing FAST!). Or if you’d rather hone
your driving skills, why not pick up garden produce and deliver it to the Collierville Food Pantry (CFP)? Freshpicked produce is stored in a handy container you can grab on Wednesday after 11:30 am, then deliver to
CFP the next morning at 8:45 am. Containers can be returned to the garden at your
convenience, or given to a crew member on Sunday. See our Garden Gurus Wendell Kruse or Dick Wieland
for more information. Donate here to help the garden grow!
Room In The Inn (RITI) - Your Transformation Team NEEDS YOUR HELP!
On Monday, October 1, the Epiphany T-2 Transformational Ministry Team will be preparing and serving
dinner in the Kingsway dining room for 12 women through the Room in the Inn program. The women will be
coming from the Carpenter’s House RITI to the Kingsway RITI. The team will need volunteers to make
dessert for each of the dates, help serve and cleanup, and help make the sack lunches the guests will take
with them Tuesday morning. Three people will also be needed to pick up the sheets and towels on Tuesday
to launder and return to Kingsway within the week. If you have never participated in RITI, you will find it to
be a most meaningful experience as a volunteer. Please sign up on the sign-up sheet at church or contact
Chris Kelyman for more information.
Collierville Connected Resource Center (CCRC) - Epiphany is a coalition partner church with the Collierville
Connected Resource Center which provides job skills training such as basic computer operation, resume assistance, help with job applications and interview skills, and offers job search tips for unemployed persons.
Without at least two volunteers present, the Center cannot open due to Safe Church practices. If you have
an hour to spare, CCRC could use your help. Hours are Tuesdays, 9 - 11:30 am and 4 - 7 pm; Thursdays 9 11:30am; Saturdays 9 -11:30 am. A one-hour light training session is provided. The CCRC is located in the
basement of Sanctuary on the Square, 104 N. Rowlett St., Collierville. See Pastor Monica to volunteer or for
more information.

Amazon Smile - Don’t forget! Sign up for Amazon Smile - 0.5% of the price of all your eligible Amazon purchases go directly to Epiphany!
Kroger Community Rewards - Click here to register with Kroger's Community Rewards program. We are
registered as Epiphany Lutheran Church, organization #39854.
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How Does Our Garden Grow??
The Epiphany Community Garden is thriving!! Season to date, we’ve
harvested and contributed 1,158 pounds of veggies to the Collierville
Food Pantry, Trinity Ministries, and the Page Robbins Adult Day Center.
Harvested crops include cucumbers, tomatoes, zucchini, pole beans,
squash, peppers, okra, onions, and eggplant.
Big thanks to Carol Rife, Linda Fisher, Pat Marzahl, Martha Garner, Jill
Bryson and Ed Schumacher for delivering the veggies to the various
agencies. We look forward to increasing that total as we plant fall crops,
and the garden continues to give abundantly!
With recent rains our crew has been kept busy with weekly mowing of
our grass area. Also, they’ve kept up with push mowing and
weed-whacking around (inside and outside) of the Garden area. The
Home Place and the Garden (new fence) has never looked BETTER!
A great big thanks to the Kelymans for providing and covering the costs of
repairing the leaking hydrant at the Garden. The guys disposed of a trailer
load of junk (boards, wire, concrete, etc.) from the pile located at the
back of the Garden. Thanks to Norman Brown (EPLEX), who graciously
did not charge Epiphany a dumping fee.
As summer presses on, the heat and high humidity have been a challenge for our garden team. Due to contributions of plants from Russells
and Halls, we have shifted our plantings to summer crops of cucumbers, squash, zucchini, peppers, okra and pole beans, which have been
producing nicely….so far. The tomato plants had a brief hiatus from
daytime temps exceeding 90 degrees, so they’re now flowering nicely,
which portends for a good production of fruit coming on. Also, Dick
provided twenty tomato plants, which have been planted, and which
will add to our late summer production.
In mid to late September, we’ll be planting our fall crops of turnip,
mustard, and collard greens as well as radishes. We may try some other
fall crops.
The application of grass clippings to the “in-betweens” has helped with
our weed control immensely; however, with travel schedules, etc., having
adequate help has been challenging.
On September 15th from 8:30 to 11:30 am, we’re looking forward to our
“work day” and the MIFA CommUNITY Days celebration event with the
Saint Andrews Collierville congregation (see p. 5 for more information!)

Thanks to all our volunteers!
None of this would exist ….……
without YOUR diligent efforts!!!
Your Home Place Team
Dick, Ray, Bill, Jennifer, Ed and Wendell
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MIFA CommUNITY Days Saturday September 15th
The Metropolitan Inter-Faith Association (MIFA) is
celebrating its 50th anniversary on Saturday, September
15, 2018. As part of its ongoing celebration and
partnering program with area churches to do community
service projects in September (Community Days), MIFA
members and families and youth from St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church in Collierville will be joining us on that
Saturday for a special workday in the Epiphany Community Garden! This will also serve as one of our “official” God’s
Work, Our Hands projects this year!
We will be providing bottled water, snacks and a “birthday cake” for the 50th Anniversary celebration for all volunteers
that day, and will need Epiphany congregation members to help work with an expected group of 15-20 volunteers from
St. Andrew’s. Our work day will begin at 8:30 am that Saturday as usual. We will begin the day with a prayer and
garden orientation. ALL congregation members are welcome to join us for this celebration (even if you can’t work in
the garden) - please wear your God’s Work, Our Hands T-shirts!
Pastor Monica will open with a prayer, followed by a brief tour of the garden. Volunteers will then split into teams to
work in the garden, including activities such as harvesting fresh vegetables, weeding and watering, and planting new
crops for the fall. Attendees will also have the opportunity build a mason bee house to take home, along with
instructions on where to place the bee house in their own yard or garden for best results.
Please visit the MIFA website for more information about their work and programs.

Introducing Metanoia House…
Beginning Friday, September 14, 2018, Pastor Monica will be leading a new confidential “Faith Circle,” Metanoia
House, for those who struggle to cope with addiction. Metanoia House will gather twice a month on Friday evenings
from 6:30 – 7:30 pm in Schaeffer Memorial Chapel. Metanoia House Faith Circle gatherings are “come as you are” and
all people ages 18+ are welcome, regardless of their faith tradition.
‘Metanoia' means “to turn around” in Greek; in the New Testament, ‘metanoia' describes a person’s decision to walk
away from past behaviors and mistakes, and journey toward a full and happier life through faith in God. Through our
belief in Jesus Christ, God forgives us, no matter what we do. God creates us to live joyful lives regardless of the wrong
turns we’ve made. Anyone who struggles to cope with addiction, either personally or through the addiction of a loved
one, friend or colleague, is invited to join this new faith circle and practice the intention of metanoia.
Metanoia House Gatherings will include time for prayer, Scripture, and contemplative poetry, as well as music from the
Celtic and Taizé Christian traditions. Participants may choose to share their joys and concerns in confidence, without
judgment; the circle will discuss different topics each week to discern together how to serve the world and love
neighbor within the harsh realities of addiction and its associated behaviors.
If you know of anyone who is struggling with their own addiction, or that of a loved one, please feel
free to invite them to a Metanoia House Faith Circle. More information is available by e-mailing
info@metanoiahouse.com or visiting the website or Facebook page.
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Welcome Phil & Lori Goetz!
On Sunday, September 2, 2018, we will be officially welcoming Phil & Lori
Goetz to our congregation! Please be sure to stay for Coffee Fellowship
and meet them.
Phil and Lori moved to Memphis in the early 1990s after attending
engineering school at the University of Virginia. Phil works for
International Paper, and has supported both technical and project
management roles for their Information Technology group.
Lori works for EnSafe Inc., and primarily works with soil and groundwater
remediation projects as a subject matter expert.
They would like to thank everyone for your prayers — their older daughter Margaret married Kristopher Cochran on
8/4 in Virginia. Margaret graduated from Virginia Tech this year and is now working for the County of Roanoke; Kris is
completing his degree at VT and working for Moog. Their younger daughter Elizabeth is a sophomore at Georgia Tech
and is majoring in mechanical engineering; she hopes to start
coop-ing in the spring. When they are not working or doing long-distance kid-mentoring, they usually can be found
walking their dogs, working in the yard, or cooking. They are still getting used to the empty nest thing! When they get
the chance, they enjoy traveling (particularly hiking) and reading.
Lori also is secretary of the West Tennessee Poetry Society...so if you’re a poet, or want to be one, talk with her about
their meetings!

Kingsway Christian Church Invites Epiphany Members to Sunday School!
Kingsway cordially invites all Epiphany members to join them for Sunday
School! Classes meet from 9:15 am - 10:15 am (feel free to leave early to
make the 10 am Epiphany worship service - Kingsway choir members must
also leave
early!). Classes begin with sharing time. Greeters are in the narthex to take
visitors to the classroom to introduce them to the teacher.
Odyssey Class (discussion) (Teacher - Garry Wright)
Garry, along with suggestions from the class (Epiphany members are welcome
to help select topics!), selects Bible-based topics which he researches
thoroughly and presents in a short series of lessons. Discussion may drift into
current events. Handouts for class and home study are prepared for each
series. The class meets in the Allen Garner room, first one to the right on
entering the main doors.
Discipleship Class (lecture) - Teachers: Ken Glenn primarily, Nancy Folden and Yvonne Thomas
Ken selects an outside book as the basis for a series of 8 Bible lessons. The calendar and weekly subjects are available in
advance. Class attendees are welcome to purchase the book, but usually only the teachers do. The class takes an
offering and offers coffee and sweets.
For the Fall quarter, the class will be doing a 13-week study of Genesis - “God’s World and God’s People.”
For the month of December, Ken is considering a Christmas study from Adam Hamilton - either “Not a Silent Night” or
“The Journey.”
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Upcoming Events
Prime Timers Fellowship September 21st
Arkansas Excursion

MOE Bacon
Saturday, September 8th

The Prime Timers will be taking a special road trip on
Friday, September 21st, to visit the pottery museum in
Wilson, Arkansas and the Johnny Cash home in Dysse,
Arkansas. Please meet in the Holy Apostles parking lot
between 8:30 and 9 am for departure at 9 am. If you
have any questions, contact Wendell or
Diane Kruse.

The Men of Epiphany (MOE) will meet at 8:30 am at
Perkins Family Restaurant in Collierville for breakfast,
fellowship and devotion. Please join us!
GOE (Gals of Epiphany)
Saturday, September 8th

Beginning September 8 at 9 am, we will begin a new
study of The Red Tent and the Book of Genesis
Chapters 29-35. For this study, you will need 2
books: The Red Tent (order here) and Inside the Red
Tent by Dr. Sandra Polaski (order here); books may
also be available at your local bookstore. You may
purchase the paperback or Kindle editions; the
paperback edition will be used by Pastor Monica to
lead the study. Total for both books is $31, and there
is a small scholarship fund for anyone in need of
financial aid. We hope to see you on September 8
and invite you to bring a friend! For more info,
contact Pastor Monica.

Joint Worship Service with Kingsway
September 23rd

On September 23rd, we will hold a joint worship
service together with Kingsway Christian Church in
their sanctuary. There will be no Epiphany worship
service at 10 am that day. Please bring a small
canned ham (any brand) that day for the
Collierville Food Pantry for upcoming holiday food
baskets.

Kingsway Adult Sunday School - Epiphany Invited
See p. 6 for more information!

Pastor Monica’s Schedule

Metanoia House Faith Circle
Starts September 14th
See page 5 for more information!

Please note that Pastor Monica will observe her
Sabbath on Tuesday, September 4, due to the
Labor Day Holiday on Monday, September 3.

Pastor will also be out of the office September 1213, and attending SE Synod Assembly Council from
September 20-22.

MIFA CommUNITY Days Saturday September 15th
See page 5 for more information!

Save the Date!
Mark your calendars for the following events coming up in the next few months - details to follow!
October 6 - Blessing of the Pets and Oktoberfest at Home Place
October 10 - Prime Timers Fellowship (Tour the Concourse)
November 28 - Midweek Advent Dinner & Prayer Study begins
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September 2018 Calendar of Events
(Please check our calendar online for the most up-to-date information)
Sat 9/1

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 9/2

10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

15th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Mon 9/3

Church offices closed for Labor Day

Tues 9/4

Pastor Monica’s Sabbath

Wed 9/5

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sat 9/8

8:30 am - Perkins Family Restaurant
8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place
9 am - Kingsway Library

Men of Epiphany (MOE Bacon)
Epiphany Community Garden Workday
Gals of Epiphany (GOE)

Sun 9/9

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
16th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

9/12-13

Pastor Monica out of the office

Wed 9/12

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Fri 9/14

6:30 pm Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Metanoia House Reconciliation & Recovery Worship Service

Sat 9/15

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

MIFA CommUNITY Days Celebration & Garden Workday

Sun 9/16

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
17th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 9/18

7 pm - Kingsway Boardroom

Church Council Meeting

Wed 9/19

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

9/20-22

Pastor Monica attends SE Synod Council meeting

Fri 9/21

9 am - Meet in the Church of the Holy
Apostles parking lot

Prime Timers Outing to visit pottery museum in Wilson, Arkansas
and Johnny Cash home in Dysse, Arkansas

Sat 9/22

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 9/23

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
18th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship

Tues 9/25

10 am - St. Luke Lutheran Church

West TN Deanery Meeting

Wed 9/26

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Fri 9/28

6:30 pm Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Metanoia House Reconciliation & Recovery Worship Service

Sat 9/29

8:30 - 11:30 am - Home Place

Epiphany Community Garden Workday

Sun 9/30

9:15 am - Kingsway Christian Church
10 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
11:15 am - Schaeffer Memorial Chapel

Adult Sunday School
19th Sunday after Pentecost - Worship & Holy Communion
Coffee Fellowship
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September 2018 Worship Servants
9/2

9/9

9/16

9/23

Carol Rife

John Garner

Prannoy Lankapalli

N/A

OPEN

Chris Kelyman

OPEN

N/A

Greeter/Usher

Ed & Becca Schumacher

Rick & Marjorie Barnard

OPEN

N/A

Com Assistant

OPEN

Martha Garner

OPEN

N/A

Pat Marzahl

OPEN

OPEN

N/A

Dan & Pat Marzahl

Kelymans

Lankapallis

N/A

Council Host

OPEN

OPEN

OPEN

N/A

Council Money

OPEN

Carol Rife

OPEN

N/A

Altar Setup

OPEN

Dan & Pat Marzahl

OPEN

N/A

Assisting Minister
Lector

Com Linens
Coffee

Please sign up for worship services at least four weeks in advance if possible so that we know where to fill in as
needed. If you have not yet used the system, here are complete instructions on how to use SignUp Genius and
download the mobile app to your phone. You may also sign up at church (lists will be available through the end of
2018). If you have any questions, or need help signing up, please contact Carol Webster.

Worship Servant Sign-Up

Happiest of Birthdays
and God's Blessings!
Rob Rife - September 2
John Kelyman - September 7
Linda Fisher - September 27
Have we missed your birthday? Please send the month/
day to Pastor Monica so you can be included!

Partnering with Christ to Renew Lives

Epiphany Lutheran Church
Worship Location
Schaeffer Memorial Chapel
7887 Poplar Ave.
Germantown, TN 38138
Mailing Address
PO Box 1805
Collierville, TN 38027

Rev. Monica Weber
Phone
Email
Website
Facebook
Twitter

pastormonicaepiphanylutheran@gmail.com
901-861-6227
info@epiphanylu.org
www.epiphanylu.org
www.Facebook.com/EpiphanyLutheran
www.twitter.com/epiphanycville
www.twitter.com/pastormonicaweb
https://www.instagram.com/epiphanylutherancollierville

Instagram
YouTube
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