March 24, 2024                  The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                 The Choir
Call to Worship                                          Deacon Jenny Williams
L: Blessed are those who delight in worship. Blessed are the ones who come in God’s name.
P: Give thanks to God, all who assemble here. God’s steadfast love endures forever.
L: Let all who follow Christ sing God’s praise. Because of God’s help, we are not disgraced.
P: Open the gates of righteousness that we might enter. The works of God are marvelous in our eyes. 

L: This is the day that our God has made; Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P: Hosanna! Let every knee bend before Jesus! Let every tongue welcome Christ’s reign! Hosanna!
* Hymn                           “Sing a New Song”                     H No. 25
Lighting the Lenten Candles

Deacon: Today is Palm Sunday, the sixth Sunday of Lent. God, help us to be integrated into your will and your way. 
Preacher: Jesus, light our minds with your love.

Deacon: Bring our lives into harmony with your way and your will.

Time of Reconciliation - Choir

Invitation                 “Create in Me a Clean Heart”             H No. 414
Scripture                            Ps 118:1–2, 24–29                     H No. 699
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: Sovereign God, we confess that we are as fickle as the crowds in Jerusalem. When everything seems to be going well, we join the hosanna chorus, but in times of weariness or rebellion, praise can turn to insult. We hide our faith when it is under attack and link ourselves with the scoffers. When there is opportunity to speak a good word for Jesus Christ, we are silent. Our church lifts an uncertain word before the world, for we, its members, have not been faithful. We need your forgiving love today, O God, more than ever. Hear our prayer! Amen. 

Assurance              “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”             H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests              “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know 
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Today’s flowers are given by Kathy Charlebois in loving memory 
of her mother, June Hoyt
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
* Hymn                   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”               H No. 178
Scripture                         Psalm 118:19–23     Deacon Jenny Williams  
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through them and give thanks to the Lord. 20 This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it. 21 I thank you that you have answered me and have become my salvation. 22 The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 23 This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.
Scripture                     Mark 11:1–10, 15–17         Pastor Steve Finlan 
1When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4They went away and found a colt tied near a door . . . 6They told them what Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who went ahead and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” . . . 
15He entered the temple and began to drive out those who were selling and those who were buying in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those who sold doves; 16and he would not allow anyone to carry anything through the temple. 17He was teaching and saying, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.”
Sermon                “The Gate of the Lord”           Pastor Steve Finlan
* Hymn                 “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”                      H No. 187
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                   Jenny Williams, Deacon
Anthem                                                                   
*Doxology    





          H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn            “Precious Lord, Take My Hand”                  H No. 434
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: God has given us light. We are sent into the world to share that light.
P: This is God’s doing; marvelous in our eyes. We will carry the light of Christ to the world.

L: God has offered us the keystone of life. We are called to build lives where God can dwell. 

P: We offer ourselves as homes for God’s spirit. We will make room for God’s rule within us.
L: Give thanks for God’s reign among us. Praise God, whose steadfast love endures forever.
P: Hosanna in the highest heaven! We trust in God and seek to serve in Christ’s name.
L: Amen.         P: Amen 

* Congr. Response      “Go Now in Peace”      Insert in Supplement
* Postlude                                            Rosemary Valentine, Organist
SPECIAL BULLETIN COVER

Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Ruth Beauchamp
	Member of First Church
	Ankle surgery recovery

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Lois Ketler
	First Church member
	At LifeCare Center

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	Elena O’Neil
	Fran Deibel’s sister
	Blood cancer

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Mike & Alice
	Buddy Pucillo’s Aunt and Uncle
	 Mike, Dementia

Alice, Hospice

	Mike & Carol Roppolo
	Beloved members
	Pain and mobility issues

	Russell and Sullivan families
	Tina & Tom Reed’s friends
	The passing of Jase

	Ryan
	A listener to our broadcasts
	Needs help being a leader at home

	Betty & Warren Turner
	Pillars of the church
	Warren in hospice care, Betty needs comfort

	Peter Turner
	First Church member
	Upcoming surgery

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety

	Joyce Vieira
	Friend of Christine Chisholm
	In hospice care


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason:__________________________________________________________________

               THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Today  

10:00 A.M.  
Service of Word – Palm Sunday
  Deacon of the Month: Jenny Williams




No Sunday School 
11:00 A.M.
Palm Sunday Potluck Brunch and Easter



  Egg Hunt 

Mon., March 25     

Office closed 
Tues., March 26 
10:00 A.M.  
Office open
Wed., March 27    

Office closed


  6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan
Thurs., March 28 


Maundy Thursday
10:00 A.M.   
Office open

10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  Reading from The Upper Room for Lent

7:00 P.M.
Maundy Thursday Service w/ Cochesett   

  United Methodist Church  (here)
Fri., March 29  


Good Friday


10:00 A.M.
Office open
12:00 P.M.
Seven Last Words w/ Cochesett United   

_____________________________  Methodist Church at Cochesett_________
                              LOOKING AHEAD__________________   

Sun., March 31  
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word – Easter Sunday
  Deacon of the Month: Jenny Williams


No Sunday School 

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 
Mon., April 1 


Office closed 

Tues., April 2
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., April 3


Office closed




 6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., April 4
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  2:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve to Bay Pointe to do Service


Fri., April 5
10:00 A.M.
Office open__________________________
The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for March are Coffee and Juices. You may bring in your donation(s) on any Sunday.
Tina has provided prices for the Easter plants. They are as follows: Lillies, $11.00

Tulips and Daffodils, $7.00 each.

Jenny reports a total of $        was made from the St. Patrick’s Day Dinner.

Thank you to all who helped in any way, and thank you to those who bought dinners.

For 2024 high school graduates who will be attending college in the fall or current college students, the Hayden MacDonald/Turner Scholarship is available to you. Guidelines and directions for applying for the scholarship are available in the church office. The deadline for submitting your application is 

April 15th. 
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