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- ROYAL CANA!DiA& AIR FORCE
- ’ies‘kera .&xrﬁ@mmané

__ '?ancauver, :s.c.,;,_ J‘uly 16%:}1 3-.?;&5

i}ear Hr. Hazmnond*

e : 1 know ‘i‘;hot ﬁf%‘la Md of sarmu ‘1&5 ragt eq_ hea,vilv nmn ym;. e
< :in the 1ass of your son, Sgt. James Leonard Gordon Hammond , BAE.,
. which oceurred on the lﬁ’b of J une, 33}-?5, in tﬁe maunta.lns af Eritish
unlnmbla, Cenada. - T - : - :

- - In no more zsmatmal way can 3: express m:{ s:mcere symsathy--
- %o you than b_ giving you in &e‘hm.l ’tlw fa;ﬂ‘ks of fsh:cs fa.tveful ancur—- o
_ rence. . o - Sr

- . First, with respect to ke. 5 -Qﬁars,twnal ?ram;mg ﬁmt
i m wh ch your son was teking his ’Gmmu_xg This ig a um.* divided
into two parts, located on two aerodromes at ‘the mouth of the Er&sar
River Valley, the only flat area in the vieinity of Vancouver. In
_fact, practic ally ?.e fiole m m:ae ?roviﬁea of Bri uls}:z Gelwb*ta is

~ operation of larger types of alrer : ’i’hroughout Gazxada

_ spesking, the runways on serodrome e of insuf fiicient lenauh fsr .

 Liberator a;rcrai‘t and the existing type of hangar for the Jolnt Air
Training Plan was too small to sccommodate Liberators. Also, the ¢
severe wmters nreclude& work oud g&&a, and requ_lrec. hangars c_f adequ&té_-
3136# . : - . A L :

: : _he nature of i;he mﬁs: r.af the zmz.t was suc:h as 'Eo reqp.ira S
- _relativs v long distance 't:c_lf nz fiights, which took the aireraft
~ either over the mountains or he Pacific, bub under comi&.hions
- ,.'*»"'t& #ﬁa"ﬁi" it was é.e&ma& ers&zme}. _f tl‘le*r Gmllfica wns ca&x‘i coDe.

,é:h 4.35 gs.m. 'gm liay lﬁt 19155, ywr son anii i;he halanee :

_ iha weather 'rcrec.ast in uhe a:'e‘w m , haJ.r st@ﬁmn m& :
ogn fal**ows. ' 2 - :

"ﬂezxm&wmi& }.mr s‘ﬁz‘at’" cuma.a us clamL from 7 'bo 1851%1&3




" _f:-._'é:ere m fl,;r

_“7 to l@flOﬁhs *‘h:m nass c}f 1 b e

_ . . Fron weathez: encmmtered b:r oﬁher a.imraft e:m tﬂzs exerels e,_\ =
: ‘a‘:ze ;arecas‘i: "mroved to be éﬁﬁﬂl‘acren e

e ‘f‘aey wers instmte& to set ccur&a above their aemdmsae at
. h !30& feet, as this was the estimoted Dase of the cloud. Immediztely
s thereaftar, they were to climb on track at 162 miles per hour mnica_.ted
- airspeed, with their rate of climb to he in "-cess of BOO teeh per .
 minvte. The;&;f were instructed to use t‘mm radio compass e the climb
- 'I:hus aS‘-‘-ﬁI‘lﬂg tﬂmsalves 9.& ‘being, on e.carse. - . ‘

- rﬂ.’th resjpeet %o m.éiia commma%ians., they were mstmte& 'kaa
_ keep in contect with base periodically, and if mze,ble to conbact base
= mthm 10 mimrbes, to go on %a the Loera‘ﬁw*}al aznmg T}’nlt guard fre-
guency. ng Unit gua.rd,

' ' Be‘n’*‘ma leaving, he crew were w;.rneé, to chatic uhe a:u"craf'b
i umroughlg, including load, &8 ‘s‘;h;s was their first tr:.;;; with & fﬂly
loaded Liberator. If any wireless telegra};h or electricel trouble wes
~ encountered, the ceptoln wes briefed to reburn to base. He was also
. briefed to let down by CJontact Flight Bules. If not possible fo do this,
"_ﬁk*e ‘ms to le't dmm on the raﬁz.a range.. - E e o e

: me,,r were ;.L,,mm% that t&s meuntmin ﬂezghts of i;'e:.?* éliéiﬁ' to
e 13%,{3@0 feet {their operational height} were: Mount Cheom - 6925 feet =
11 minuies on course; %3.3;?&1' ﬁip 'ﬁain - 85‘50 feei‘, - apnroxiﬁ%e}.v 14

o maﬁﬁes 931 mu.rse.

3 »Gﬁ aam. on %ﬁm ls‘h of &'uma t}m alrera,ft %amz: fo and ﬁj_im’bed, :

t clove the merodrome =t Abbotsford, snd sof conrse es directed.

ion of thlﬂe ‘the mmmﬁ; sent a messagze in code whleh, inter-
£e, u5 ’ "-fieparted lﬁﬁ& }mm's ﬁiﬂi@ ‘rom ihbuhsfard.

ey gera ig., u;dﬁt&l by Ea.se as ze;lg,ow& “i&ieas O

T received. Trensmit call sign and dashec.’ Thic Iast simal wme WOy age=
mm}.eﬂgou by tie airerafs, ond was repested to them ’b;_r another aircraft
- Tlying in the s=me e,“ev‘cis:u e tﬁe azorm are now of Lhe winisv‘- that

the aircraf -strock the mountain Detween the time the base s;gnal wess
aezz‘s a&*ﬁ nd the estim‘aeé: faw mwutes in x-xizz.eh axx ad@:newl__,_ gman‘a shan,_ﬁ
'ﬂé’\,‘?e Jée”‘ ’l&!"‘ Cs

F@eated efforis were me&iately mnde ta oon‘t‘.a,c‘b the ua.raraf"&, .
itlar:mt result ““e'ﬁﬁuj_an the Air Ses rch c}:‘g’;:mm $ion ¥r s ﬁle:‘ts& zmd. o
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- ra,&m z‘ange statmns a.né. m’:l'x_r th
-calleé tc the mircmf‘e cm swe“al £

2iei, smoish az.r, rm b
the wea:{;hez’ : e es
&lv turiilr.g-ndmi;s mare vzsa.blauf’_ -

’“:} the oda clam m}*“:». : o .
. When the a:nrsr f@iled ﬁo radio mtc ‘base at tha fzrst turnlné"' .
point of Pe;ticton, it was evident thay something serious had hapoened or

 that they were lost. Tnis s confirmed when the aireraft became Byetdue . o
end could no ionger be

o petrol.

above the ouds , ch _ ble é:rea, were mnmediateib’ﬁ .
 searched by air. fThe vellers were completely i‘llled kﬁﬁh cloud.. Weather,
. for search cen‘himxeﬁ unfave mhle for two w%eks; : e

: ﬁswrsvasr, a 131‘{;‘@ senle "rcmzm saarc:h Was ,Qrgmiizéé’. and pub into
“elfect. Z s R s e

- 333 dwwtma £rom. th@ E;l,gnal mai*ma and. the one r,i;* a&‘mpa"z}__ ged,
re af the opin 03:; ‘aha‘t thev might have s%:"u:l\. & muﬁtam sh 2

. The search cawa:.nuacl day aﬁd. nzgh'l: fram June 15‘&, 1945, -'td'_{fﬁne
kﬁ;h 1945, At night aircraft were stetioned above the aren $o keep radio

wa.tciz and wetch for visusl distress simals from the missing sireraft.

4 portsble high powered radic unit was set up on g n;amtain in the srea to
'f:ee'e a lz.stening watch on the distress frequency and to keep communications
epen o Commend Uperations. M:L.,g; the search 372 sorties were mafe and

 neerly 700,000 air miles flown over the mu.vt;:ms m_rt.;ro%n the valleys
'-wmu westher yerm:Ltﬁed‘ - S B

c:’ o;.zziu Mfzci ea:u:,:mam .r"."‘”i,ill. : o
ae&rcm parti&s Waz: 132‘5 m%o the 'maﬁnﬁaﬁz&s to investigage i

Vi 5 ﬁ&gﬂ&, a;zzd seriain
11 of whmh"am od t¢ heve no ection
nenrly 200 men were eng;agea.-iﬁ the gm 3d o
ten __ézmger %errain :mi Te tha.n 5 sero- =

R

“ae ueati}.e‘f‘ emztmued unfavaurable : ;
~uring this pericd; however, every aype’r’t m 0
emz;oz'rw ”E}“aaks in the weﬁ%“her, and fs.fty or more vallevs =n
aeroughly searched, T uyself and geversl o ther senior office af my :
state personally spent many hours threading the valleys emd searching the
: pmg, ua&er een&itmas of alaﬁé and viuibz.}.z,ty aﬁ‘i“tﬁ" al r’zoﬂt “*ec?‘uﬁeﬁ fri
’;‘nrs, bowever, wes a minor nart of the search. -

5
o
e
(i

Iwbe in i:he af‘tnmaaﬂ of Jmm 164, = ‘or 't._mn :E‘:Lrgt 1—1} m ‘m% il

louds lifted anove %ths Peazs of The Thenn

L Uy & search U_rcz’w.:.. on u.,be rogky sl{me ef %ieup‘b aej.ch ?,Gﬂﬁ’f‘

(P fk




- Rescue Officer, Squadr@n Leader Lee,
' uﬁe wrec&ag;e‘- The trip Was m.&e i
arrier ant ﬂaﬂ : '

y t‘hamm was m_a.:ie to cl.' he
ff.;g, and f&l}.ing rock made the unﬁ.ertakiﬁg er-
: 3.6 *grem“sg@ z«gﬂﬂ fmmcl’ en the smw sli&e

- faun&. Dz'z %ednes&ay Jm Bﬂ%h, ﬂqﬂa&mn Z:ea&er Lee am%. one memhez* ef =
big narty succeeded in mac}ung the wreck. ?h:amg’ranhs axd evidence of
identification were brough bt | to ‘este“z Air vom‘,bm. icaﬁrm.ru ‘s Inte
.‘ahe fsllamag mé}xt. e :

o On Monday, June ,;Rﬁ;h : wﬂ‘ethnr wit
-._umu%enanﬁ Gilbert, inglican Faﬁre, wraceeéaa to the scene of the craab,.
 The bodies were taken from the wreck and vplaced in a rock grave hmlt a'%:-
6,600 feet clevation in ths saddle between Mount Welch and Mount Still.
_ '_A simvle cross bearinz their hames was olaced at the head of the cairn.
. Flight Lientensnt Gilbert conducted = simple but impressive burisl aewme.-::
The cross was be;amifa.e& with wild mountain 'f‘lewsrs which the -par%;r ‘had
_ gothered snd made inte o wresth. A salute o fallen comredes was flrem
- “he rock grave or cairn, as you will see from the Lhﬂtogmphs enclosed
in Flizht Lieutenant f’&alber’b‘s letter, representsd & magnificent end
reverent effort on the part of ‘:‘q.}ma.mn Zea&e“?‘ Lee gnd his party, in~
bimsy e Ve :-J‘l&s— o your sen

" There is one nthe _ ,.@mau’a *»;2.,‘”1 w’;;.l o *’Ou..b& 1ice to &8_?-.1.,
tx,hmh under the sad clrczzmstance& is ;ambahly the most importent to you,
_ namely, that your son and his comrades were killed instanteneously, and
therefore did not suffer. TMere is no gquestion of dowbt whatsoever
- about this, as the impact occurred in‘kﬂ sel:.d rock atz noming less than
= Speed. over 3..60 mlles 1‘!33.? hmm:‘

I am also sure t your son end his cam:)anieﬂs J,elt no 'z;reniu" '
~ dation whatsoever, nor even any discomfort; truly (I cannot help but feel}
- ’e. grsat s{awc& of solaee ’eo ;mu am '&he o‘bher leve& sztes sanc&meé.. :

w '?eeling in ’i:he matter. w}:!;l.ch inclt:d.ss a;l.l af tha:.r f:orﬁraﬁes, :
e f e in %ha tremendous search.
2:9*" ““s s}m fz ’fla,ve: m'neﬂe& To oy ,...,*.5‘. erew

i oraimné and 'saf 7. \fﬁxy the ﬂmm c}ccurreé,

: &e&.}: .

o

5 and Mﬁwi‘“ *ﬁé"‘!béf% 43"' your fa.mlw n& tmﬂ 3 ml*ses of
_ "e&m‘barﬁ imrolvem

GRS TR

Yours most sincerely,

(F.‘é‘. Eeakes .é.:w ’fice—aﬁarshal
Air Officer Oommending

.,festem Air Comm=nd, Vencouver, 2.0.




