WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
August 15, 2017
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:33 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Donald Niece
Everdina O’Connor

Philip Rosenberg
Morris Scott, Jr.

Absent
Absent

Also, in attendance were:
Stephen Donati, Authority Engineer; Brian Tipton, Authority Legal Counsel; Daniel Olshefski,
Authority CFO; Kim Francisco, Authority Fiscal Officer; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority
Consultant; and Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Herbert J. Sipes, from Billy Wauhop & Associates, and Ashleigh Sipes, a summer helper, were
also present.
Chairman Chamberlain led everyone in the Pledge of Allegiance and then read the Introductory
Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Kiszonak moved and Mr. Piazza seconded to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2017
regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor
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Mr. Kiszonak moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to approve the minutes of the July 18, 2017
executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Abstain
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Absent
Absent
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence listed below:
1)

A letter dated July 18, 2017, from Joseph Mikulka, C.P.M., Senior Project Manager, CP
Engineers to Karla Martin, Municipal Finance & Construction Element, NJDEP, enclosing
Payment Requisition Package #34 (State - #33) for reimbursement from the NJEIF Program for
the Oxford WWTF Upgrade Project.

2)

A letter dated July 20, 2017, from Paul Menz, Supervising Engineer, Operations Permit Office,
Department of Transportation, State of New Jersey, to Billy Wauhop, Authority Consultant,
regarding the Becrett of White Township application.

3)

A letter dated July 25, 2017, from Patricia Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant, to Lisa Price,
Affirmative Action Specialist, Office of Equal Opportunity & Public Contract Assistance,
NJDEP, enclosing SED documents for Project No. S340454-04, Contract No. 16-01: Oxford
WWTF Upgrade Phase 2.

4)

A letter dated July 28, 2017, from Patricia Kaspereen to Palisades Safety & Insurance submitting
a claim for damage caused by an automobile accident.

5)

A letter dated July 28, 2017, from Paul Menz, NJDOT to Billy Wauhop regarding the Becrett of
White Township application.

6)

A letter dated August 7, 2017, from Plymouth Rock in response to correspondence #4.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
At approximately 7:36 p.m., Ms. Napolitani moved and Ms. O’Connor seconded to adopt
Resolution #17-36, to enter into an executive session to discuss contract and personnel matters.
All in favor, motion carried. (HJ and Ashleigh Sipes were not present during executive session.)
At 7:58 p.m., Mr. Niece moved and Mr. Piazza seconded to return to open session. All in favor,
motion carried. (HJ and Ashleigh Sipes reentered the meeting during open session.)
Mr. Piazza made a motion authorizing Mr. Tipton to send a letter to Tomar’s attorney, notifying
him that the Authority will pay Tomar the money withheld for the T&S lien in the amount of
$173,970.70, give direction on how to obtain the retainage, as well as information on negotiating
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the outstanding change orders. In addition, the Authority is withdrawing the settlement offer of
$581,000. Ms. O’Connor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
CFO’S REPORT
Mr. Olshefski summarized the monthly financial report. At the end of July, the Authority’s cash
balances were approximately $6.7 million dollars, of which $4.5 million is invested in CDs and
about $1.5 million in a Money Market account.
Regarding the FY2017 Budget, Mr. Olshefski again expressed concern with the revenue received
from our Industrial Users. Mr. Wauhop has reached out to PCFA, and he will be meeting with
Mr. Olshefski this week to discuss maintaining those revenues. Expenditures are lower than
anticipated except for Professional Service Fees, which he explained further. Overall, we are
doing well with the budget.
Within the next couple of weeks, a preliminary FY2018 Budget will be prepared and a meeting
will be held with the Finance Committee to review it. It will then be presented to the full Board
at the September meeting for discussion.
Mr. Olshefski and Mr. Francisco left the meeting.
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton’s office prepared two resolutions for the sale of the two generators left over from the
Warren Haven Pump Station project.
Mr. Kiszonak moved to adopt Resolutions #17-37 and #17-38, authorizing the sale of one
generator to the Township of Oxford for $2,500 and to sell the second generator, plus other items
listed on Schedule A, on an online auction, respectively. Ms. Napolitani seconded. The motion
passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati’s report was included in the agenda packets.
Becrett of White Twp. LLC: CP Engineers spoke with the developer’s engineer about the
Authority being the applicant on the NJDOT Road Opening Permit and their proposed
installation of a force main. Mr. Donati does not feel it is a good idea for the Authority to be the
applicant on a force main that they do not own. Nor do we want to own a force main as
currently presented by the developer. NJDOT will not allow a private entity to be the applicant.
Mr. Donati will respond back to the developer.
Oxford WWTP Upgrade – Phase 2: This project is complete. The Authority is still holding
$10,940 in retainage. The contractor needs to submit his closeout documents.
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Warren Haven Pump Stations Rehab, Contract #15-03: Warren Haven #2 is essentially complete
other than some punch list items. The contractor continues to work on #1. There will be a
change order to relocate the generator and electrical supply. There is a payment request in
tonight’s bills list from Rapid Pump for $31,754.20. The contractor should be finished in about
30 days.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
Belvidere plant: The South Water Street Pump Station was washed down and disinfected in
preparation for the work that was approved of at the June meeting. Last Thursday, the operators
were joined by Russell Reid and Pumping Services to perform the work. It was a great job
organized by Mike Codis, said Mr. Wauhop. He displayed slides showing the manpower present
to do the job.
He recapped other maintenance items performed during the month. The pressure washing of all
the Belvidere WWTP buildings is almost done.
Oxford plant: Mr. Wauhop recapped maintenance items performed during the month. They
changed the skimmer rubbers on the new #3 clarifier, and installed a new sign at the property
entrance and removed the old sign. As approved previously by the Board, Tom Bartha installed
a new 15” diameter concrete pipe under our service road. He had enough 15” concrete pipe on
site to install the two laterals, so he offered to give the Authority the 15” concrete pipes for the
same price as the 12” plastic pipe that we were going to use, if Mr. Wauhop agreed to it at that
time. The cost was less than $5,000, so Mr. Wauhop gave his approval. He displayed pictures
showing the work.
Under general business, he recommended that next month’s meeting be held at the Oxford
WWTP at an earlier time than usual. The operators will be present and the Board can tour the
upgraded facility. Pizza will be served.
An Oxford resident contacted the Authority about obtaining any unneeded topsoil from the
upgrade project. Mr. Wauhop told him that he would ask the Board and get back to him. Mr.
Tipton did not see a problem with this as long as the Authority does not need it. Mr. Wauhop
will confirm that the stockpiled soil will not be needed.
Pictures of the Warren Haven #1 project were also shown to the Board, which Mr. Wauhop
explained in more detail.
Ms. Sipes prepared and displayed charts showing the number of truckloads of sludge removed
from the Belvidere STP from 2000-2016 and from the Oxford STP from 1999-2016. We have
budgeted $195,000 for sludge removal for 2017, but that number will be coming down. Mr.
Wauhop gave the operators credit for the decrease in sludge.
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FINANCE
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #17-39 (Certificate No. 373: $50,372.80) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund, as presented. Mr. Kiszonak seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #17-40 (Certificate No. 381: $42,086.93) be approved to pay
all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund, as presented. Mr. Kiszonak seconded. The
motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Wauhop introduced Mr. Sipes to the Board, he has been working for Billy Wauhop &
Associates for the past few months. He will be attending some of our meetings.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Kaspereen asked for clarification on the change of meeting time for legal notice purposes.
Mr. Tipton advised her to advertise the regularly scheduled meeting for 6:00 pm.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Piazza moved and Ms.
Napolitani seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting
was adjourned at 8:42 p.m.

__________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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