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Several of our chapter’s members are veterans themselves, as am I. We all thank
you for your service. There’s one other aspect to saluting veterans that each Compatriot in our
chapter shares—we are the descendants of our nation’s very first veterans. Think about it, our
Patriot Ancestors put everything on the line during those perilous times in 1776—risking both
their livelihoods and lives. It was all to help establish a new nation. Beyond the American Revolution, many within our families continued to serve our country in The War of 1812, WWI, WWII,
Korea, Viet Nam and more. So, as we come together for our November 16th meeting, let’s
not forget what all our families have given over the generations—both in wartime and peace
time.
November is also a time when people are out there in their local communities casting ballots for
elected officials. The Ft. Vancouver Chapter is no different. During our upcoming meeting, we’ll
also be selecting officers for two-year terms.
It’s not a commitment to be taken lightly. Our chapter’s success, and future progress, depends
on all of us selecting people who will do the job faithfully and fully, and to support them by participating on one or more of our committees.
In this newsletter, there’s a short description of the duties of each chapter officer—as well as a
listing of committees on which any of us can serve. We are at a fork in the road. Our chapter can
progress even more given we now have more able members on board, and several of our fellow
Compatriots have expressed a willingness to share the load in getting things done. You can be
assured that I will be asking you to either chair or serve on a committee for the coming year.
For now, let’s enjoy the last official meeting for 2019. We have a great guest speaker who will be
joining us this month-- Cowlitz County Superior Court Judge Michael Evans. A salute goes
out to Compatriot Carl Gray who secured Judge Evans as our speaker.
I’m looking forward to seeing all of you at our November 16th meeting, 9 a.m. sharp, at the Mill
Creek Pub in Battle Ground. Of course, if you’d like to come early, say at 8:15 a.m., to help us
set up, it would be greatly appreciated (See, you just got appointed to our Meetings & Operations
Committee!).
Cheers!
Jeff
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Sons of the American Revolution
Ft. Vancouver Chapter Monthly Meeting Minutes
OCTOBER 19, 2019
Mill Creek Pub—Battle Ground, WA
Ft. Vancouver, WA Chapter website: www. fvcwasar.org
Washington State SAR website: www.washingtonsar.org
Chapter Facebook page: www.facebook.com/fvcwasar

* Meeting was called to Order at 0900
* Invocation was presented by Chaplain Paul F. Ocker
* Pledge of Allegiance was recited by all
* Song “God Bless America” was led by Compatriot Doug Barber
*American Creed was presented by all
Attendance: 14 Compatriots and 6 Guests were present: Compatriots included Paul A. Ocker, Paul F. Ocker, Jeff
Lightburn, John Russell, Carl Gray, Doug Barber, Mike Berry, Bill Gueringer, George Vernon, Andrew Brewer,
Dave Perry, Greg Henderson, Alfred Folkerts and Greg Stewart. Guests: Janet Henderson, Compatriot Doug
Nelson, Compatriot Bob O'Neal, Wally Knowles, Allen Furrow, and Corey Stemp
Member and Guest Introductions - Each Compatriot stood and identified his Patriot ancestor and himself.
Breakfast was ordered and eaten when delivered as the Meeting was in progress
* Main Presentation – “ Color Guard Units—The Face of the SAR. ” – Compatriots Bob O’Neal and Doug Nelson.
Our fellow compatriots provided an excellent slide show depicting SAR guardsmen attending various events in
Militia and Continental Army uniforms. They provided useful information on how to attract members to
participate and how to represent the SAR at various public event. The PowerPoint presentation showed the
influence of the “first follower” and how he leads to a real movement as more individuals join the leader and first

follower. We thank our fellow Compatriots O’Neal and Nelson for joining us in full uniform and presenting the
opportunity of having a color guard.
-10-minute recess while guests departed-

Business Meeting
● Secretary’s Report: Compatriot Secretary Greg Henderson
o Minutes from September 2019 meeting were presented by Henderson. Minutes approved unanimously.
o Letters to chapter from area residents were presented, and one from Castle Rock Elementary children was read.
Letters thanked the chapter for presenting U.S. Flag certificates to the individuals and organizations.
o 2020 Dues:
▪ Henderson reported that dues notices have been sent to each individual Compatriot via email.
● Dues are $65 for the year—covers national (35), state (20) and chapter (10). No increases. Dues
statement also provides opportunity for Compatriots to make an additional donation to the chapter to
help defray costs.
● We spend $1,100 a year to buy certificates and medals for The Knight Essay Awards, The History
Teacher of The Year Award, JROTC cadet recognition, Boy Scout Eagle awards, U.S. Flag Certificates, and
more.
▪ Dues payable by check, made out to Ft. Vancouver SAR.
▪ Dues need to be paid by end of November (Pay at meeting or mail check to Jeff Lightburn)

● Treasurer’s Report—Compatriot Greg Henderson presented Treasurer Vaughn Henderson’s report for both
September and October.
o Monthly report on checking and savings shows balances of $982.84 and $350.10 respectively as of our
October 19 meeting. It was noted Compatriot Vernon has not yet cashed his reimbursement check
approved last month.
● Pending Applicants Report – Compatriot Registrar George Vernon, explained he is actively working on at least 6
new membership applications: Jon Van Valen, Walter Knowles, Robert Horseley, Michael Watters, Doug Barber
Jr., and Charles Johnson (+4),-- with one more already at national for review, and one at state. Additionally there
are three supplementals being awaited by Larry Peck, William Parr, and Paul A. Ocker.
● Chaplain’s Remarks: Chaplain Paul F. Ocker reminded all that Veterans Day is approaching and that they should
take every opportunity to thank veterans for their service. The chaplain also shared a quote from Geo.
Washington of June 28 1788, where Washington commented on the role of Providence in determining the direction
of the country and his hope and trust for good sense and virtue to prevail.

● SAR Flag Certificate Update for Chapter— President Lightburn again regaled us to get out there and recognize
our neighbors for their patriotism

o He emphasized that with two months left we can easily pass 200 awarded certificates.
o It was noted that President Lightburn and others pay for the frames for presentation out of their own
pockets. Many thanks are owed these men for their generosity.
● Newsletter Editor & Webmaster’s Report— Compatriot John Russell had no report. President Lightburn
thanked him for his continuous service to the chapter in his key role.

New Business
* 2020 History Teacher of The Year—President Lightburn. Two candidates have come to our attention. One at
Tukes Valley Primary School in Battle Ground and one at iTech Preparatory Middle School in Vancouver. Both are
highly respected and have many achievements.
▪ SAR Awards History Teacher of The Year in three categories—elementary, middle school and high school.
▪ This is a wonderful opportunity to recognize excellent teachers in our community, build relationships with those
schools and to widen the net for recognition of educators from SW WA.
▪ These two teachers are in the process of preparing their applications. President Lightburn will appoint a
Committee to help review the applications along with himself.
▪ We would recognize the teachers, if selected, at our January 2020 meeting. Deadline for applications to our
Chapter is December 14th
o Knight Essay Award for 2020. President Lightburn.
▪ Goldendale High School senior Kristin Bighorn is in the process of completing her essay.
Deadline for submitting entry to our Chapter is December 31st
▪ It was noted that entry to both the teachers award and Knight essay contests is highly encouraged to be in by
the end of November.
o 2020 Officers Election: Nomination Committee Chair Paul A. Ocker presented the slate of officer candidates
for the upcoming year. The names on the ballots include the following:
▪ Candidates for President are: Jeff Lightburn
▪ VP: Dustin Berry and Larry Peck,
▪ Secretary: Mike Berry, Paul A Ocker, and George Vernon,
▪ Registrar: Paul A Ocker,
▪ Chaplain: Paul F Ocker,
▪ Treasurer: Vaughn Henderson, Harry Justice, Paul A Ocker,
▪ Election will be held at our November 16
▪ Ballots will be handed out to members at our November meeting.

▪ Ballots will be emailed to out of town members prior to November meeting—returned to the
nomination committee.
▪ Tellers Committee of Dave Perry, Mike Berry and Larry Peck will count ballots and announce the results.

o Meeting Flow: It was suggested that the meeting would be interrupted less by food servers if members wore an
ID tag or had a name tag place card in front of them, so that the food server could deliver orders without having
to announce names aloud during the meeting. George Vernon will be checking with Harry Justice to see if he can
produce name tags for members as he has done in the past.

Closing
● All presented our Pledge to the Sons of the American Revolution.
● Motion to adjourn at noon was approved
● Next Chapter meeting will be held at the Mill Creek Pub at 0900 on Saturday, November 16, 2019. Our guest
speaker will be Cowlitz County Superior Court Judge Michael Evans.

ATTENTION!
Your Elected Officers
Have Important Accountabilities
As we select Ft. Vancouver Chapter officers for the upcoming 2020-2021 two-year term,
here’s what the expectations are for these elected Compatriots. The job descriptions are
described in our Chapter’s By-Laws, Section 5.
a. The President shall:
1. Be the chief executive officer and official representative of the Chapter.
2. Preside at all meetings of the Chapter and Executive Committee; ensuring
compliance with the Constitution and Bylaws of the National Society, The
Washington State Society and the Fort Vancouver Chapter, and also
perform such other duties as custom and parliamentary usage may
require.
3. Formally advise the Chapter Executive Committee, either in person or
electronically, of any medal or award the Chapter is considering issuing.
This notice will contain the awardee(s) name, type of award/medal, brief
biography and justification for the award/medal. Any Executive
Committee member objecting to the proposed award/medal will make
that objection know to the Committee. A majority approval of the
Executive Committee will constitute formal authorization.
4. Appoint a Compatriot to assist other Elected Officials in their duties.
These Presidential appointments are not members of the Executive
Committee.

b. The Vice President shall:
1. Preside when the President is unable to be at a meeting.
2. Plan the programs for each meeting in consultation with the President.
3. Perform such other duties the Chapter may reasonably require, or as
directed by the President.
c. The Secretary shall:
1. Keep the minutes of each Chapter and Executive meeting, including time,
date, place, officers present and number of members present, decision
on old business, new business introduced, motion made and approved,
etc.
2. Be responsible for the general correspondence of the Chapter.
3. Keep a record of the election, transfer, resignation, suspension,
expulsion, and death of Chapter members.
4. Perform such other duties the Chapter may reasonably require, or as
directed by the Chapter President.
5. Maintain a list of Chapter Compatriots, their addresses, phone numbers
and their status.
d. The Treasurer shall:
1. Maintain the financial records of the Chapter.
2. Collect all funds and make disbursements in accordance with procedures
and standards set by the Executive Committee.
3. Perform such other duties the Chapter may reasonable require, or as
directed by the Chapter President.
4. Notify the President and Secretary of any change in the status of any
Compatriot.
e. The Genealogist/Registrar shall:
1. Provide prospective members with forms furnished by the National
Society for regular membership and for supplemental descent.
2. Advise prospects as to the proper completion of the approved forms and
inspect the same prior to submission to the State Registrar.
3. Perform such other duties the Chapter may reasonably require, or as
directed by the Chapter President.
f. The Historian shall:
1. Keep a record of historical and commemorative events of the Chapter.
2. Be the custodian of all Chapter records and correspondence.
3. Perform such other duties the Chapter may reasonably require, or as
directed by the Chapter President.

NOTE: Given we are a small chapter, the duties of Historian have been
integrated with those of Chapter Secretary (A separate Historian has not
been elected).
g. The Chaplain shall:
1. Be responsible for the spiritual well being of the Chapter.
2. Perform such other duties the Chapter may reasonably require, or as
directed by the Chapter President.

Committees Are The Bone & Muscle
Of Our Growing Chapter
In addition to the vital roles our elected officers play, the standing and other special
committees are integral to our Chapter’s growth and success. Here are some insights as
noted in our By-Laws.
ARTICLE VII – COMMITTEES
Section 1. Standing Committees: When there is sufficient membership to formulate
committees, there shall be the following committees composed of not less than three
(3) Compatriots: Awards, Finance, Membership and Public Relations. If there is not
sufficient membership to formulate these separate committees, the oversight and
responsibility for duties will be executed by the Executive Committee.
Section 2. Special Committees: Special Committees shall be appointed by the
President, when needed, and shall consist of not less than two Compatriots.
Section 3. Duties of Standing Committees:
a. Awards Committee. All awards initiated at the Chapter level will be
accomplished by or through this committee. This committee will ensure that
the selected individual merits the respective award. They will follow the
guidelines of the Awards as given in the National Society’s Handbook.
Arrangements will be made for proper presentation, photos thereof, and
publicity.
b. Finance Committee. Includes one non-officer Compatriot to be selected by
the President. They will exercise supervision over the finances of the
Chapter, preparing an annual budget and overseeing the financial report
presented at the annual meeting.

c. Membership Committee. Includes one non-officer Compatriot to be
selected by the President. They will direct their efforts not only in seeking
new members, but develop and provide leadership in retaining existing
Compatriots. They will conduct outreach to other hereditary societies in
seeking new applicants.
d. Public Relations/Programming. Includes two non-officer Compatriots to be
selected by the President. All news releases concerning Chapter members or
activities will be released through this committee. Outlets to be utilized are
“The Washington Trail,” the “SAR National Society Magazine,” local
newspapers, professional magazines, etc.
Section 4. Other Committees: President’s Ex-Officio Committee Membership. Such
other committees, standing or special, shall be established by the Chapter Executive
Committee, as shall from time to time as deemed necessary to carry on the work of the
Chapter. Unless the body establishing a committee appoints the members and
chairmen, the President shall make such appointments. The President shall be an exofficio member of all committees except the Nominating Committee.
###
President Lightburn and the current Executive Committee have identified the following
Special committees whose memberships are comprised by chapter members. President
Lightburn will appoint chapter members to serve on these committees, as well as a
chairman for the committees. Current chairs are noted.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Color Guard (Captain Larry Peck, Lt. Carl Gray)
Flag Recognition (Carl Gray, Chair)
Nominations (Paul A. Ocker, Chair)
Essay Review (Tom Boardman, Chair)
Teacher of the Year (Lightburn)
Eagle Scout Recognition (Carl Gray, Chair)
JROTC (Lightburn, Greg Henderson)
Newsletter (John Russell, Editor & Chair)
By-Law Review (Tom Boardman, Chair)

Fort Vancouver Chapter of the Sons of the American
Revolution
Election Ballot for Chapter Officers – 2020 to 2021

President
o Jeff Lightburn
Vice President
o Dustin Berry
Secretary
o Mike Berry
o Paul A Ocker
o George Vernon
Treasurer
o Vaughn Henderson
o Harry Justice
o Paul A Ocker
Registrar
o Paul A Ocker
Chaplain
o Paul F Ocker

(Fort Vancouver Voting Compatriot’s Name and Signature)

Presentation
Color Guard Units—The Face of the SAR
Our fellow compatriots provided an excellent slide show depicting SAR guardsmen attending various events in Militia
and Continential Army uniforms. They provided useful information on how to attract members to participate and how
to represent the SAR at various public event. The PowerPoint presentation showed the influence of the “first follower” and how he leads to a real movement as more individuals join the leader and first follower. We thank our fellow
Compatriots O’Neal and Nelson for joining us in full uniform and presenting the opportunity of having a color guard.
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Flag Certificates

Nick and Holly Davis display their certificate

Lee Kearney proudly displays his U.S.
Flag Certificate

Tom and Kathy Laird of Longview
proudly display their Flag Certificate
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Letter From The Editor
My brother and sister Veterans and
compatriots. Next week we start the
festivities of Veteran’s Day with free
meals, parades, more food, ceremonies complete with political speeches,
more food and, ”well”, like we need
the food these days?
I usually ride the motorcycle in the Veterans Day Parade, but this year I’m
just going to hang out. Seems the
Har-ley has gotten a little heavier and
the parades a little slower. Hope they
don’t miss me too much.
Sgt. John Russell USMC Danang Vietnam 1968
Veterans Day is a day set aside, from our busy schedules, to honor those men and women who have faithfully
served in the Armed Forces of the United States. We celebrate their service and their commitment in order to
keep our freedoms and our dignity alive. So, please join me in wishing all our Veterans a:
(THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE AND WELCOME HOME!! OO-rah)
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A Brief History of Veterans Day
Veterans Day, formerly known as Armistice Day, was originally set as a U.S. legal holiday to honor
the end of World War I, which officially took place on November 11, 1918. In legislation that was
passed in 1938, November 11 was "dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be hereafter
celebrated and known as 'Armistice Day.'" As such, this new legal holiday honored World War I
veterans.
In 1954, after having been through both World War II and the Korean War, the 83rd U.S.
Congress -- at the urging of the veterans service organizations -- amended the Act of 1938 by
striking out the word "Armistice" and inserting the word "Veterans." With the approval of this
legislation on June 1, 1954, Nov. 11 became a day to honor American veterans of all wars.
In 1968, the Uniforms Holiday Bill ensured three-day weekends for federal employees by
celebrating four national holidays on Mondays: Washington's Birthday, Memorial Day, Veterans
Day, and Columbus Day. Under this bill, Veterans Day was moved to the fourth Monday of
October. Many states did not agree with this decision and continued to celebrate the holiday on
its original date. The first Veterans Day under the new law was observed with much confusion
on Oct. 25, 1971.
Finally on September 20, 1975, President Gerald R. Ford signed a law which returned the annual
observance of Veterans Day to its original date of Nov. 11, beginning in 1978. Since then, the
Veterans Day holiday has been observed on Nov. 11.

Celebrating the Veterans Day Holiday
If the Nov. 11 holiday falls on a non-workday -- Saturday or Sunday -- the holiday is observed
by the federal government on Monday (if the holiday falls on Sunday) or Friday (if the holiday
falls on Saturday). Federal government closings are established by the U.S. Office of Personnel
Management. State and local government closings are determined locally, and non- government
businesses can close or remain open as they see fit, regardless of federal, state or local
government operation determinations.
United States Senate Resolution 143, which was passed on Aug. 4, 2001, designated the week of
Nov. 11 through Nov. 17, 2001, as "National Veterans Awareness Week." The resolution calls
for educational efforts directed at elementary and secondary school students concerning the
contributions and sacrifices of veterans.

The difference between Veterans Day and Memorial Day
Memorial Day honors service members who died in service to their country or as a result of
injuries incurred during battle. Deceased veterans are also remembered on Veterans Day but the
day is set aside to thank and honor living veterans who served honorably in the military - in
wartime or peacetime.
President Eisenhower's letter to Harvey V. Higley, Administrator of Veterans' Affairs,
designating him Chairman, Veterans Day National Committee
The White House Office
October 8, 1954

Dear Mr. Higley:
I have today signed a proclamation calling upon all of our citizens to observe Thursday,
November 11, 1954 as Veterans Day. It is my earnest hope that all veterans, their organizations,
and the entire citizenry will join hands to insure proper and widespread observance of this day.
With the thought that it will be most helpful to coordinate the planning, I am suggesting the
formation of a Veterans Day National Committee. In view of your great personal interest as well
as your official responsibilities, I have designated you to serve as Chairman. You may include in
the Committee membership such other persons as you desire to select and I am requesting the
heads of all departments and agencies of the Executive branch to assist the Committee in its
work in every way possible.
I have every confidence that our Nation will respond wholeheartedly in the appropriate
observance of Veterans Day, 1954.
Sincerely,
DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

