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Marin’s ‘greenest’ mansion
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GREEN ABODE: Michael Klein's 15,000-square-foot home in Corte Madera, designed by environmental architect Sim Van der Ryn, sits on a 16-acre estate once owned by
rock oromoter Bill Graham. It was desianed with the environment in mind.

Estate touted as zenith of
ecologically correct homes

once home to the late rock impre-
sario Bill Graham.

Today it holds what its designer says is
probably the largest “green” — ecologi-
cally correct — house in America.

Designed by Inverness architect Sim
Van der Ryn and under construction for
more than five years, the 15,000-square-
foot house was built for owner Michael
Klein, a passionate environmentalist and
board member of the Rain Forest Action
Network. It replaces the Graham house,
which has been razed.

Hidden behind wrought-iron gates at
800 Corte Madera Ave., invisible from the
road, Guitar House, as it’s called, is stun-
ningly graceful, with 40 columns embrac-
ing an indoor-outdoor arcade/gallery and

This hilltop site in Corte Madera was

two curving entry
staircases made of
recycled stone from
villages in central
China.

Most of the
building material is
recycled or uniquely
created; columns
and other structural
elements are made
from rammed earth
(strengthened by fly ash coal residues)
whose strengths were lab-tested just for
the Klein house.

Van der Ryn says lab research is part
of the reason the house took so long to
create — “longer than the Hoover Dam,”
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OLD MATERIALS: The entry staircase at Michael Klein’s home in
Corte Madera is made of stone recycled from China.

“Buildings use about half of
our natural resources. People
should understand that.”

— Architect Sim Van der Ryn



