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Sunday, December 31, 2023
1 Christmas
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8:30 am and 11:00 am

Prelude - Es ist ein ros’ entsprungen (Lo, How a Rose e’re Blooming (ELW 272) by

Johannes Brahms

Hymn - Good Christian Friends, Rejoice

Good Christian Friends, Rejoice
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1 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
2 Good Chris -tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
3 Good Chris-tian friends, re - joice with heart and soul and voice;
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give ye heed to what we say: Je - sus Christ is born to-day;
now ye hear of end - less bliss: Je - sus Christ was born for this!
now ye need not fear the grave; Je - sus Christ was bormn to save!
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ox and ass be - fore him bow, and he is in the man-ger now.

He has o - pened heav-en’s door, and we are blest for - ev - er- more.
Calls you one and calls you all to gainthe ev - er - last-ing hall
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Christ is bom to - day! Christ is born to - day!
Christ was born  for  this! Christ was born  for  this!
Christ was born  to save! Christ was born  to save!

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866
Music: IN DULCI JUBILO, German carol, 14th cent.
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DIALOGUE

P Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world.
C By day and night he shines for all to see.

P Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty

C that the world may see the justice and richness of God.
P  God so loved the world that God sent Jesus,

C so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life.
P Jesus is the light of the world.

C Jesus is the light of our lives.

P Sing to God a new song!

C A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world.
PRAYER

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you.

P Let us pray.

Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to the
knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good
will and may live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

First Reading - The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour Isaiah 9:2, 6-7

2 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of
deep darkness — on them light has shined. °For a child has been born for us, a son given
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. "His authority shall grow continually, and there
shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and
uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The
zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.



First Carol - On Christmas Night

On Christmas Night
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I On  Christ-mas night all Chris-tians sing to hear the news the
2 Then why should we on earth be sad, since our re - deem - er
3 When sin de - parts be - fore his face, then life and health come
4 Al out of dark -ness we  have light, which made the an - gels
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an - gels bring. On  Christ - mas night all  Chris - tians sing to
made wus glad? Then why should we on earth be sad, since
in its place. When sin de - parts be - fore his face, then
sing this night. All  out of dark - ness we have light, which
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hear the news the an - gels bring: news of great joy, news of great
our re-deem - er made us glad, when from our sin he set us
life and health come in its place. An - gels r1e - joice with us  and
made the an - gels sing this night: “Glo - ry to God in high - est
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mirth, news of our mer - ci - ful king’s birth.
free, all for to gain our lib - er - ty?
sing, all for to see the new - born king.
heav’n; peace  on earth, and good - will. A - men”

Text: Luke Wadding, d. 1686, alt.
Music: SUSSEX CAROL, English traditional
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Second Reading - The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown Isaiah 11:1-4a, 6-9

'A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
*The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the
spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD.

3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or
decide by what his ears hear; “but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide
with equity for the meek of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. “The wolf shall live with the lamb,
the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and
a little child shall lead them. "The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down
together; and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. *The nursing child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder's den. °They will not
hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the
LORD as the waters cover the sea.



Second Carol - Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
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1 Lo, how a rose e’er bloom-ing from ten - der stem  hath
2 I - sai - ah had fore - told it,  the rose | have in

3 This flow’r, whose fra - grance ten - der with sweet-ness  fills the
4 0O Sav - ior, child of Mar -y, who felt our hu - man
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sprung! Of Jes - se’s lin - eage com - ing as
mind; with Mar - vy we be - hold it, the
air, dis - pels with glo - rious splen - dor the
wOe; 0 Sav - ior, king of glo - 1y, who
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seers of old have sung, it came, a flow’r so bright, a -
vir - gin  moth - er kind. To show God’s love a - right, she
dark - ness ev - 'ry - where. True man, yet ver - y God, from
dost our weak - ness know: bring us at length, we pray, to
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mid the cold of win - ter, when half-spent was the night.
bore to us a  Sav - ior, when half - spent  was the  night.
sin and death he saves us and light-ens - ry load.
the bright courts of heav - en and in - to end - less day.

Text: German carol, 15th cent.; tr. Theodore Baker, 1851-1934, sts. 1-2; Harriet R. Krauth, 1845-1925, st. 3; John C. Mattes, 18761948, st. 4

Music: ES IST EIN ROS, Alte catholische geistliche Kirchengesdinge, Kéln, 1599



Third Reading - The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary  Luke 1:26-35, 38

*°In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called
Nazareth, ?’to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David.
The virgin's name was Mary. **And he came to her and said, "Greetings, favored one! The
Lord is with you." *’But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of
greeting this might be. **The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. *' And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. **He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High,
and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. **He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." **Mary said to the
angel, "How can this be, since I am a virgin?" **The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the
child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. *Then Mary said, "Here am I,
the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word." Then the angel
departed from her.



Third Carol — The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came 265

The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came
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1 The an - gel Ga - bri - el from heav - en came,
2 “For know a bless - ed moth - er thou shalt be,
3 Then gen - tle Mar - y meek - ly bowed her head;
4 Of her, Em-man - u - el the Christ, was born
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with  wings as drift - ed snow, with eyes as flame:
all gen - er - a - tions laud and hon - or thee;
“To me be as it pleas - eth  God)” she said.
in Beth - le - hem all  on a Christ - mas morn,
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“All " hail to thee, O low - ly maid - en Mar - ,
thy son shall be Em - man - u - el, by seers fore - told,
“My soul shall laud and mag - ni - fy God’s ho - ly name.”
and Chris-tian folk through-out the world will ev - er say:
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most high-1ly fa-vored la - dy”
most high -ly fa-vored la - dy. Glo
Most high -1y fa- vored la - dy,
“Most high -1y fa- vored la
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Text: Basque carol; para. Sabine Baring-Gould, 1834-1924
Music: GABRIEL'S MESSAGE, Basque carol



Fourth Reading - St. Luke tells of the birth of Jesus Luke 2:1-7

'In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. “This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of
Syria. *All went to their own towns to be registered. “Joseph also went from the town of
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David. *He went to be registered with Mary, to
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. “While they were there, the time
came for her to deliver her child. "And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in
the inn.



Fourth Carol — Away in a Manger 277

Away in a Manger
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1 A - way in a man-ger, no crib for his bed, the lit - tle Lord
2 The cat - tle are low-ing;the ba-by a - wakes, but lit - tle Lord
3 Be near me,Lord Je-sus; I ask you to stay close by me for -
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Je -sus laid down his sweet head; the stars in the bright sky looked
Je - sus, no cry -ing he makes. I love you,Lord Je - sus; look
ev-er and love me, | pray. Bless all  the dear chil - dren in
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down where he lay, the it - tle Lord Je - sus a - sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my «cra-dle till morn-ing is nigh.
your ten-der «care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.
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Text: North American, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, James R. Murray, 1841-1905



Fifth Reading - The shepherds go to the manger Luke 2:8-16

*In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. *Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were terrified. '°But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for
see — I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 'to you is born this
day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. *This will be a sign for
you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." *And
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, '*"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he
favors!" "When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the
Lord has made known to us." '°So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and
the child lying in the manger.
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Fifth Carol — Angels We Have Heard on High 289

Angels We Have Heard on High
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1 An - gels we have heard on high, sweet-1ly sing-ing o’er the plains,

2 Shep-herds,why this ju - bi-lee? Why your joy - ous strains pro - long?
3 Come to Beth-le - hem and see him whose birth the an - gels sing;
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and the moun-tains in re-ply, ech - o - ing their joy - ous strains.
What the glad-some tid - ings be  which in - spire your heav’'n - ly song?
come, a-dore on bend -ed knee Christ the Lord, the new - born king.
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Text: French carol; tr. H. F. Hemy, The Crown of Jesus Music, 1864
Music: GLORIA, French carol
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Sixth Reading - The wise men are led by the star to Jesus Matthew 2:1-12

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from
the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." *When
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; *and calling
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the
Messiah was to be born. *They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been
written by the prophet: “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least
among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people
Israel."" "Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact
time when the star had appeared. *Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and
search diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I
may also go and pay him homage." "When they had heard the king, they set out; and
there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the
place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were
overwhelmed with joy. 'On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother;
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. >And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.
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Sixth Carol — In the Bleak Midwinter

In the Bleak Midwinter
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1 In the bleak mid - win - ter, frost - y wind made moan,
2 Heav-en can - not hold him, nor . .. . earth sus - tain;
3 What...can 1 give  him, poor. . . . as I am?
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earth stood hard as 1 - Ton, wa - ter like a stone;
heav’n and earth shall flee a- way when he comes to reign;
If I were a shep - herd I  would bring a lamb;
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snow had fall - en, SNOW On Snow, SNOW on SNOW,
in the bleak mid - win - ter a sta - ble place suf - ficed
if I were a wise . . . man I would do my  part;
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¢ in the bleak mid - win - fter, long a - go.
the Lord ... God al - might - Yy, Je - sus Christ.
yet what I can I give him— give my heart.
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Text: Christina Georgina Rossetti, 1830-1894
Music: CRANHAM, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
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Seventh Reading - St. John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation John 1:1-14

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. *He
was in the beginning with God. *All things came into being through him, and without him
not one thing came into being. What has come into being *in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people. “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it. “There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. "He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. *He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. *The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. '"He was in the world, and the world came into being through
him; yet the world did not know him. ''"He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. ?But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave
power to become children of God, *who were born, not of blood or of the will of the
flesh or of the will of man, but of God. '“And the Word became flesh and lived among
us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth.
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Seventh Carol — O Come, All Ye Faithful 283

O, Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, joy - ful and tri - um - phant! O
2 The high - est, most ho - ly, light of light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, sing in ex -ul - ta - ftion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this hap - py morn - ing;
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come ye, O come ye to Beth - le - hem;
born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal he comes;
sing, all  ye cit -1 - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to thee be . .. glo - ry giv'n!
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come and be - hold him, born the king of an - gels:
Son of  the Fa - ther now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
Glo - ry to God . . .. in... the... high - est:
Word of  the Fa - ther, now in flesh ap - pear - ing:
Refrain
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Ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus, ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus,
O come, let us a - dore him, O come, let us a - dore him,
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ve - ni -te a-do - re - mus Do - mi - num.
O come, let us a - dore him, Christ the Lord!

Text: attr. John Francis Wade, 1711-1786; tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802—1880, sts. 1, 3—4; tr. unknown, st. 2
Music: ADESTE FIDELES, attr. John Francis Wade
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RESPONSIVE PRAYER

L TItis you, loving God, who lights our path with truth.
C Your Word, Jesus, is truth.

L In his light, draw all to the manger

C to gather in wonder with the shepherds

L In his light, draw all to the manger

C to kneel in reverence with the wise ones.

L In his light, draw all to the manger

C to sing for joy with the angels.

L In the brightness of his life

C cast away the darkness of injustice, poverty, and hunger in the world.
L Itis you, loving God, who meets us on our way.

C In the light of Jesus, show the world the way of life.
L Amen.

PEACE

OFFERING

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Offertory - Improvisation

GREAT THANKSGIVING
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
0 &
)" A .1
4N
K;LD_,_@_,_._,_D_,_! =
\J g N e i
Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you have opened the eyes
of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, beholding the God made
visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we cannot see. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
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HoLYy, HoLy, HoLY
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pow-er and might, heav-en and earth are full of your glo-ry. Ho-
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san-na in  the high-est. Blessed is he  who comes in the
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name of the Lord. Ho - san - na in the high - est.

P Holy God, Creator of all and Source of life, at the birth of time your word brought
light into the world. In the fullness of time, you sent your Word, born of Mary, to
shine in our darkness and to make us your daughters and sons.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his birth and life among us, his death and resurrection, we
await his coming again when all things will be restored in him. By your Spirit bless
us and this bread and cup, that, held and nourished by you, we may live as your
children, shining with the light of your Son. Through him all glory and honor is
yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, both now and
forever.

C Amen
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THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

Holy Communion
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Communion Hymn - O Bread of Life from Heaven

O Bread of Life from Heaven
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1 O bread of life from heav - en, O food to pil - grims
2 O fount of grace re - deem - ing, O riv - er ev - er
3 We love you, Je - sus, ten - der, in all your hid - den
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giv - en, O man - na from a - Dbove: feed
stream - ing from Je - sus” wound - ed side: come
splen - dor with - in these means of grace. Oh,
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with the bless - ed  sweet - ness of your di - vine com -
now, your love be - stow - ing on thirst - ing  souls, and
let the veil be riv - en, and our clear eye in
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plete - ness the souls that want and need your  love.
flow - ing tll all are ful - ly sat - is - fied.
heav. - en be - hold your glo - ry face to face.

Text: Latin hymn, c. 1661; tr. Hugh T. Henry, 1862-1946, sts. 1, 3; tr. Philip Schaff, 1819-1893, st. 2
Music: O WELT, ICH MUSS DICH LASSEN, Heinrich Isaac, 1450-1517
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BLESSING

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow!

Praise God, all creatures here below!

You are the shepherds telling the story.

We tell it in the streets and across the land.

You are the wise ones worshiping with thanksgiving.

We worship with gifts of song and service, talents and treasures.
You are the angels announcing peace.

We live with joy and go now in peace.

Almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever.
Amen.

aArCraoacacaocar
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Sending Song — Hark! The Herald Angels Sing

Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
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1 Hark! The her - ald an-gels sing, “Glo-r1y to the new - born king;
2 Christ, by high - est heav’n a - dored, Christ, the ev - er-last - ing Lord,
3 Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! Hail the Sun of righ - teous - ness!
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peace on earth, and mer-cy mild, God and sin - ners rec - on - ciled.”
late in time be-hold him come, off - spring of a Vvir-gin’s womb.
Light and life to all he brings, ris'n with heal - ing in his wings.
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Joy - ful, all you na-tions, rise; join the tri-umph of the skies;
Veiled in flesh the God-head see! Hail, in- car-nate de - i - ty!
Mild he lays his glo - ry by, born that we no more may die,

J
|

\‘JV | | | | |
with  an - gel - ic hosts pro-claim, *“Christis born in Beth - le - hem!”
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Je - sus, our Em-man-u - el
born  to raise each child of earth, born to give us sec-ond birth.
Refrain
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Hark! The her-ald an-gels sing, “Glo-ry to the new-born king!”

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, alt.
Music: MENDELSSOHN, Felix Mendelssohn, 1809-1847; arr. William H. Cummings, 1831-1915
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Postlude - Praeludium in E by Dieterich Buxtehude

Worship Leadership
Pastor David Franzen
Dr. Ted Turner, Minister of Music

Sunday, January 7, 2024 - Celebrating Epiphany
8:30 and 11:00 am Worship Services
(8:30 is in person, 11:00 is in person, live streamed and recorded for Vimeo)

The Church Office will be closed January 1, 2024.
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