The Spy Novel 

or James Bond film 


used to be the place where we would most often have to wonder, 



“Which side are they on?”  

It has been decades since people with authority and power 


could do something good 


or altruistic 



and not be questioned for their reason behind it.  


The phrase, “Follow the money” 



is becoming an increasingly more viable way to discover a person's intent.  

I bring this up, 


because in our passage today, 

in summary of all of the miracles that Jesus has performed over the last two chapters, 


and especially for these last two, 



Jesus is accused of working for Satan by half the people 



and the other half standing in wonder at what he has done.  

We are left to ponder, 


who is right?

Since the fall of man, 


our actions as humans have never been 100% pure.  


Self interest has a way of sneaking into the equation, 



even if only a sliver, 




no action goes untainted by our sin.  

This is the way it has been since the fall at the beginning of creation, 


so why would anything change?  

Suddenly, there comes this man 


who is healing like no one has healed before.  


Driving out demons one after another, 



making the blind see, 



the deaf and mute able to hear and talk.  


That is just to round out his resume, 



as lepers have also been healed, 



a paralyzed man has walked, 



a storm has been calmed, 



a woman's bleeding stopped, 



and a dead girl has been brought back to life.  

Why is he doing this?  

What is he getting out of it?  

How do we know he can be trusted?

These questions arise, 


because con-men have been around for millenia.  

Genesis is filled with them.  


Abraham passing his wife Sarah off as his sister, 


Jacob dressed in goat hair to steal his brother Esau's blessing.  

Every confidence man that takes advantage of us, 


most likely leads to us being that much less trusting in the future.  

I grew up in the 80's, 


where televangelists rose and fell on a regular basis, 



so my tolerance for television preaching is slim.  


I don't feel I can trust their word fully 



and have extra high filters on.

So as another revolutionary comes on the scene and says to the people, 


“I speak and work on behalf of God!”  



How do we respond?  

The Pharisee's, 


who were on the frontline 


checking out everyone pretending to be a spokesman for God, 



concluded that Jesus must be in league with Satan.  

Others were overwhelmed by Jesus' authority.  

Why do the Pharisee's take this approach?  


Because it was one of only two options available.  



Either Jesus is the Son of God 



or he is in league with Satan, 




putting on a good con, 



so that we all fall in line 




and then are overcome.  

In a town that has a founding story of Randolph Jefferson Smith 


selling people bars of soap 



because someone else found a $50 or $100 bill in one of theirs, 




we know the power of the con.  




We know the danger.  

So we should give the Pharisees some credit for being skeptical 


and trying to figure out what Jesus was doing.  



Why is he healing, 




does he really understand all of God's word?  



Is he really the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy, 




or are these just tales or set ups?  



What is Jesus' end game?  



What is he planning on doing 




once he has healed everyone 




and has them all convinced that he is God's Son?  



What kind of uprising will he bring?  



Will we still have any power?  



What will happen to God's plan?  




Is he really with God?

This last question is the biggest.  


Who is helping make this happen?  

There are two entities that could make sickness and illness disappear.  


The Lord Almighty 


or Satan.  

Not that they are on the same level, 


but one has control over the powers of chaos and everything else, 


one calls their minions creating chaos home for awhile.  



Just as Soapy did to the man with $100 bar of soap.

With this question in mind, 


the story of the blind men 



seems like Matthew is trying to show us which side Jesus is on, 


unless we want to continue to see him as a confidence man.  

The men cry out to be healed, 


but Jesus ignores them and goes home,



he is not in it for the public spotlight.  

So these two blind men have to come and find Jesus.   


Someone who wanted to convince everyone, 



would do such a thing in public, 




right?!  

Jesus then asks if they trust that he is able to do this 


and they respond with the 



“Yes Lord.”  

Jesus has them right where he wants them, 


assuming he has the power to actually make them able to see.  



They have made a commitment to Jesus as their Lord.  



They are now servants of his way.  

Jesus heals them, 


and then tells them, 



“See that no one else knows about this.”  

Which either shows that Jesus healed them out of grace 

or well aware of what a con man would do to get wider promotion than the crowd.  
Make them feel special 


and recipients of VIP treatment, 



so that they go and tell everyone else, 




who is supposed to keep it on the down low, 




but wants to brag of their special treatment 





and will.


If we get comped tickets while my parents visit, 



I ask my dad not to say anything on the tour,




which he has complied with so far.


But as soon as he is off that tour,


every phone call and conversation



he is telling people how he received special treatment



and often asks me how much the tour would have cost.

Now this  is if we want to hear Jesus' actions as the work of Satan.  

If we hear them as fellow followers of Jesus, 


we see the two men's reaction 



as a reality of God's grace and discipleship.  

On paper, 


we would assume that if God has shown us his grace, 


that we would respond to whatever he calls us to do,



like not tell anyone about it.  

But the reality for the majority of us, 


obedience does not readily come with God's grace.  

Our lack of obedience does not negate God's grace, 


but they are not tightly linked like we would hope or wish.  

For if these two men were ready for Jesus to be the full Lord over their life, 


they would not have told everyone how they were suddenly able to see.

So we are left to look at the last healing, 


the healing of the mute man to make a decision, 



can Jesus be trusted?  

Now, Matthew sets it up as a man who was deaf because of a demon.  


The small piece that we are supposed to hear 



that will push us past Jesus and Satan working together 


is the small line, 



“the mute man spoke!”  

If one was deaf their whole life, 


they would never have learned to speak.  

So to be suddenly able to both hear 

and instantly be able to speak 


is a full gift of God, 



not just removing the demon, 


but blessing the man with the ability speak 



is a gift of something new 



from nothing that existed before. 

It is here


 that we are reminded of the difference between the work of Satan 


and the work of God.  

Revelation demonstrates that Satan will take God's good work 


and twist it, 



but he will not make anything new.  

Satan creates a knock off version of the Trinity, 


but is not the actual trinity.  

He does things like God would do, 


but not as God does fully.  

Satan is an imitator, 


but not an instigator.  

So Matthew's little notation of 


“the mute man suddenly spoke” 



is the work of the an instigator, 



a creator, 



a perpetuator of life, 


not one who is trying to destroy life.

Matthew is trying to make clear that the Kingdom of God is here with Jesus.  


The Pharisee's have good reason for being skeptical 


and blaming Satan for Jesus' work 



if they do not believe this to be the case, 




for there would be no other explanation.  

But we know that the goal of Jesus all along was for his Father's glory, 


which is why we were put here in the first place.  

There was no secret benefit to Jesus, 


no con going on.  

Instead, 


Jesus was doing something that he not only was willing to give up his life for, 


but also willing to give up dwelling in heaven for, 



taking on an earthly body, 


and spending the rest of eternity in a resurrected body for.  

Giving his Father glory 


through the bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to Earth 



was Jesus end game, 



let it be ours as well.
