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The New Jersey Triumph Association is a local
chapter of the Vintage Triumph Register, the Triumph Sports Owners Association and the Triumph
Register of America.
Membership dues are $25 for the first year’s registration – which includes the official NJTA Club Pin –
and then $20 annually thereafter. Dues are to be
submitted by April of each year. This entitles you to
participate in all club activities, meetings and elections. You also will receive the Club newsletter, The
Coventry Chronicle, in which you are able to post
free classified ads for a run of three months - which
can be renewed.
The Coventry Chronicle is the official publication of
the New Jersey Triumph Association and is published monthly, except for December.
NJTA has been established for the enjoyment and
preservation of the Triumph automobile. NJTA is
open to all owners of Triumph autos and to those
interested in Triumph autos.
Technical material is provided for
reference and should be utilized
advisedly.
Opinions expressed are those of the
contributors or correspondents and
are not those of the New Jersey
Triumph Association, its members or
its officers or advisors.

Visit us at our website

www.njtriumphs.org
PLEASE SUBMIT ARTICLES,
LETTERS AND INFORMATION TO:
Coventry Chronicle Editor
Joseph Ientile
P.O. Box 6
Gillette, NJ 07933
e-mail
njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com

New Jersey Triumph Association
2010 Officers
President
Jean Paul Gagnon
908-238-9753
japagon08@gmail.com
Vice President
Cliff Besett
718-442-1756
Cliffwizard@aol.com
Treasurer
Ken Blair
Secretary
Judy Kruze
908-256-5605
Judykruze@hotmail.com
Membership
Ron Weinger/Sherri Saplin
908-575-7064
sheron@worldnet.att.net

Newsletter Editor
Joe Ientile
908-418-1678
njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com
Archivist
Earle Genge
908-369-5467
Insurance Advisor
Angela Anthony 908-757-8343
angela@jciagency.com

Technical Advisors:

Events Coordinator
John Bullock
johnbullock7@embarqmail.com

Triumphs
Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642
Steve Bodenweiser 973-829-1618

Publicity
Jim Medley
jhmedley2526@verizon.net

Classic Car Insurance Advisor
Angela Anthony 908-757-8343

Regalia
Art Wildman
awildman1@verizon.net

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS!!!

From the Editor
It’s pretty amazing all the trouble that a little
tiny vacuum leak can cause!! I was driving my car
around for quite some time thinking that there was a
carburetor problem and I needed rebuild them. I
would have to resort to pulling the choke out at
lights and stops so that it would not stall. Well it
turned out that is was the carburetors...a plug had
fallen off and this caused serious performance problems.
So I plug the port and viola...the car starts
running much, much better. So then I’m thinking
how this is great and I’m out of the woods. So I take
it out for a nice long drive but first I need to get gas
for it because of course the gas gauge is unreliable.
Now I’m driving down a country road heading to the gas station and it starts to sputter and stall
and it’s not running at all well. So now my mind
starts racing with thoughts of how far to the gas station and can I get the car over the top of the hill to
get it closer to the gas station.
Anyway one final stall and now I’m walking
to get gas, luckily I had a gas can with me since I
was planning to get gas for the lawnmower. I walk

Links

the mile there and back to the gas station, put the
gas in and try to start it until the battery dies. Now I
have to get it towed home! This is turning out to be
a great ride after all!
Once I get it home I decide to see if my vacuum advance might be leaking. I put a vacuum meter on it and, of course, it doesn’t hold vacuum.
I was just writing how we are lucky to have
parts remanufactured and of course this part is hard
to get and expensive... fun fun fun.
Well it’s full summer now and there are
lot’s of Club events and just general car shows everywhere. I have been on a little bit of a hiatus lately from Club events and car stuff in general. My
wife and I are expecting any day now and there just
aren’t enough hours in the day to do it all.
Hopefully life will settle down soon and I
will have some time to enjoy my Triumphs especially since summer is short.
So get out there and enjoy your car!!
Triumphantly Yours
Joe Ientile
Njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com

This is a new section and a very quick list, please send me your suggestions and I am sure the list will
grow. Also I will start to categorize them as the list grows Please send me your suggestions at
njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com
Please Note: These links are provided for reference only
www.njtriumphs.org
www.vtr.org
www.triumphregister.com
www.britishmotorheritage.com
www.ebay.com
www.triumphreport.com
www.aaa.com
www.canleyclassics.com
www.mossmotors.com
www.the-roadster-factory.com
www.victoriabritish.com
www.hemmings.com
www.triumphreport.com
www.6-pack.org
www.triumphrescue.com
www.stevesautoservice.com

www.wtroadsters.com
www.rat-co.com
www.BritishWiring.com
www.aaca.org
Auto Screen Savers
http://www.fegovi.com/cars
Online Auto Chat
http://groups.msn.com/autorepaironline
www.britishcarforum.com
www.ClassicCarBase.com
www.delvaltrs.org
Misc
http://www.cars.miautoparte.com
http://home.att.net/~chevy57/carshow.html

Club News
Reminder: We meet the fourth TUESDAY of each month (Except December) at 7:30 at
The Chimney Rock Inn 342 Valley Road, Gillette NJ 908 580 1100
Meeting Notes from May

We discussed having members put their business card information on the website.
They would be able to put non Triumph related information on the site so member would be
able to find services from other members
We discussed the Club and other automotive schedule for the season.
We discussed setting up a Fun Rallye, possibly in August.
We need volunteers, so please contact John Bullock for details and to help out.
We are ready to order new supplies for regalia and one suggestion was to order
Custom seatbelt covers
Ray Homiski gave us a very entertaining story of how he acquired his TR3
I could really empathize with his tale of woe and Triumph (pun intended)

By the way.....
Next time you are at the Chimney Rock Inn, look up at the weathervane

Welcome New Members:
Daniel & Carol Sciscente

WE ARE LOOKING TO HAVE INTERESTING PROGRAMS, ANY SUGGESTIONS?
DO YOU KNOW ANYONE THAT THE OTHER MEMBERS WOULD LIKE TO HEAR?
IT COULD BE A MEMBER OR A NON-MEMBER

Directions to the Chimney Rock Inn in Gillette
Reminder: We meet the fourth TUESDAY of each month (Except December) at 7:30 at
The Chimney Rock Inn 342 Valley Road, Gillette NJ 908 580 1100
Directions Coming From NJ Turnpike, Route 1 & 9, Newark Airport Area:
Take Route 78 (West) to exit 40. At stop sign make a right. Proceed to a 4-way stop sign and follow sign for Gillette.
Continue about a half a mile to a traffic light. At light make a right onto Valley Road. Continue 1 mile and CRI is on your
left hand side.
Directions Traveling West on Route 22: Pass the McDonalds on the right. Take Route 78/Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Berkeley Heights, New Providence exit. At the first traffic light after the exit, make a right onto Diamond Hill Road.
Continue through three traffic lights. Diamond Hill Road turns into Union Avenue, continue to stop sign and make a left
onto Springfield Avenue. Go through two traffic lights, CRI is a ½ mile on the right.
Directions Traveling East on Route 22: Pass Sears/Terril Road on the right. Take exit for Route 78/Scotch Plains,
Fanwood, Berkeley Heights, New Providence exit. Then take immediate right for Route 78/Berkeley Heights, New
Providence. Go over overpass and continue straight through the traffic light onto Diamond Hill Road. Continue through
three traffic lights. Diamond Hill road turns into Union Avenue, continue to stop sign and make a left onto Springfield
Avenue. Go through two traffic lights, CRI is a ½ mile on the right.
Directions from Morristown, Basking Ridge & Bernardsville Area: Route 287 South to Exit 30A (North Maple Ave).
Continue 2 miles on North Maple Ave. Bear left onto South Maple Ave. Continue 2 miles to yellow blinking light (church
on right). Bear left onto Long Hill Road. Travel 2 miles to the 2nd 3 way stop. Turn right, bear left down the hill about 1
mile to the first light (American Gas Station on the right). Turn left onto Valley Rd. CRI is one mile on the left.
Directions Coming From Shore Points, Woodbridge & New Brunswick Area: Take Garden State Parkway North to Exit
127 to Route 287 North (Route 287 splits, always stay right). Continue for about 10 miles and exit right onto Route 78 East.
Take 78 until Exit 40. Turn left after exiting, go approximately 1 mile to a four way stop (blinking red light). Turn right
onto Mountain Avenue. Take first left onto Park Avenue and follow to the end, turn left onto Plainfield Avenue. At light,
turn left onto Springfield Avenue. CRI is ½ mile on the right.
Directions from Pennsylvania, Clinton & Area West (From 78 East) : Take Route 78 East to Exit 40. At stop sign make a
left. Proceed to a 4-way stop sign and follow sign for Gillette. Continue about a half a mile to a traffic light. At light make
a right onto Valley Road. Continue 1 mile and CRI is on your left hand side.

Have Ideas??

Plenty of Regalia Available
Black plastic license frame with NJ Triumph Association lettered in white
Price: $2.50 apiece or two for $4.00
Mechanic`s tool bag heavy cotton canvas
11"x7"x6" black with embroidered NJTA logo
Price: $21.00
Polo shirts with embroidered NJTA logo
Colors: hunter green(brg), royal blue, red, grey
Price: sm thru lg $31.00, xlg-xxxlg $33.00
Grill badge NJTA logo in cloisonné' hard enamel
finish with chrome or gold background
( holes to fit standard bumper badge holder)
Price: Gold $32.00,
Chrome $28.00
Triumph Owners Service log book spiral bound
black 7"x10"
Price: $12.00
Baseball style cap unstructured low profile with
embroidered NJTA logo any color or combination of two colors, khaki/dark green etc.
Price: $14.00

We need ideas for NEW
Regalia.....
What would you want to see
with the NJTA logo on it?
Umbrellas??
Cloth Folding Chairs??
Let us know
Send us your ideas!!!
Email to:

njtriumphassociation@yahoo.com

Mail to:
NJTA
PO Box 6 Gillette NJ 07933
Better yet-attend our Meeting

NJTA Wine & Cheese Tote
Price: $30.00
NJTA 6 Can Cooler
Price: $17.00
NJTA Roll-Up Blanket
Price: $17.00
Send order with check or money order
payable to the
New Jersey Triumph Association

Roll -Up Blanket

NJTA 6 Can Cooler

Grill Badge

Stylish Baseball Caps

Shipping:
$8.00 for orders to $60.00
$10.00 for orders to $125.00
Art Wildman
33 Hillcrest Rd.
Martinsville, New Jersey 08836
For inquires,
awildman1@verizon.net

Touch of England 2010

Collector Car Appreciation Day
If you're a collector-car owner, or simply one of the millions of Americans who celebrates the hobby by
attending local car shows, weekly cruise-ins, and the like, you might want to make a special point of
hitting your favorite Friday-night old-car haunt three weeks from now. That's because the United States
Senate unanimously passed Senate Resolution 513<http://thomas.loc.gov/cgibin/query/z?c111:S.+Res.+513:> last month, officially designating July 9, 2010 as Collector Car Appreciation Day.
The resolution, co-sponsored by Senators Jon Tester<http://tester.senate.gov/> (D-MT) and Richard
Burr<http://burr.senate.gov/public/> (R-NC), states "that the collection and restoration of historic and
classic cars is an important part of preserving the technological achievements and cultural heritage of
the United States." Moreover, the text of the resolution points out that the hobby and the myriad related
businesses supporting it provide jobs for people across all 50 states.
In observance of the occasion, the resolution "encourages the people of the United States to engage in
events and commemorations of `Collector Car Appreciation Day' that create opportunities for collector
car owners to educate young people on the importance of preserving the cultural heritage of the United
States, including through the collection and restoration of collector cars."
It's easy to dismiss resolutions like this as pure frivolity, especially in the face of more pressing matters
facing the nation. That said, these things get passed all the time in both houses of Congress, and Sens.
Tester and Burr have a point. Not only does the collector car hobby help preserve important bits of
Americana, those weekly cruises and shows encourage new generations to get involved and keep the
pastime going (along with the industry that exists as a direct result of it).
So, on July 9th, grab your family and friends, head to the local cruisers' gathering point, and celebrate
what those men and women are preserving. It's American history: the kind you don't generally learn in
schoolbooks.

Monthly Member Car Review
Every month a member will make a presentation on the history of his car(s) at the club meeting. This programming will start at the May 2010 meeting. The schedule of presentations for
2010 and early 2011 is presented below.
2010
Month

Member Name

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Ray Monisle
Jean Paul Gagnon
Cliff Bessett
Ken Blain
Bill Smith
Robert Rung
StevenBodenweiser

TR3A
TR3A 1961
TR6 1974
CT6 1968
TR6 and TR7
TR4 1964
GT6+ 1969

bipsycho@gmail.com
Jean.gagnon@sanofi -aventis.com
Cliff wizard@aol.com
Kenneth.blair@chemturn.com
smithw1@optiononline.net
rhrung@yahoo.com
SJBodon@aol.com

George Wildman
Owen Kanzler

TR2 1955
TR6 1969

georgewildman@comcast.net
okap@juno.com

May
June
July
August
September
October
November

Car Description

e-Mail Address

2011
8. January
9. February

Letter to the Editor...
Hi,
I'm a NJTA member.
I'm also an Assistant Scout master for Troop 200 Annandale NJ
We are having an automobile night on Monday June 7 for the troop
( about 20-30 boys)
Some of the troop members like me ( TR-6) and John Schaible ( '57
Jaguar CCed on this email) will be bringing our cars
We have a few other bringing there older cars
Just wondering 2 things
1. Do you think any NJTA members that live close to Annandale
would like to join us on Monday June 7th 6:30 -8:00 at the Immaculate Conception School Parking lot in Annandale NJ ? ( I can send
more info if we think the members would be interested, I know the
boys would love it)
2. Would you or an NJTA member like to give a short presentation
on
Car Collecting and Triumph on any Monday night in May
Please let me know what you think the possibilities are
Thanks
Jim Galagher
908-236-8717

NEW JERSEY TRIUMPH ASSOCIATION
2010 Event Schedule

July
July 27

Monthly Meeting - Chimney Rock Inn, Gillette, NJ, 7:30 PM.

August 24

August
Monthly Meeting - Chimney Rock Inn, Gillette, NJ, 7:30 PM
September

Sept 11

Sept 28

Moss Motors FallFest. Duke Island Park, Bridgewater Twp.
www.somersetcountyparks.org/activities/parks/dukeIslandPk.htm Contact
Allen Rosenberg at bigalnj@aol.com for more info.
Warren Car Show, Antique, Classic & Race Cars – 10:00 AM - 4:00PM
Warren Township Municipal Grounds, 46 Mountain Blvd., Warren, NJ.
Contact Allen Rosenberg at bigalnj@aol.com or 908 574-7511
Monthly Meeting - Chimney Rock Inn, Gillette, NJ, 7:30 PM

Oct 26

October
Monthly Meeting - Chimney Rock Inn, Gillette, NJ, 7:30 PM.

Nov 23

November
Monthly Meeting - Chimney Rock Inn, Gillette, NJ, 7:30 PM.

Sept 12

December
No Monthly Meeting
_________________________________________________________________________
Events Under Consideration
August??
August
October

Fun Rallye Ice cream Run Over night trip.-

Further details will be published as plans develop.
Further details will be published as plans develop.
Further details will be published as plans develop.

Why Swing Springs Work
Courtesy of Canely Classics – www.canleyclassics.com
The Problem
Early Spitfire, Herald, Vitesse and GT6s featured a rear suspension design known as ‘Swing Axle’
whereby the driveshaft acted as a lower link in the suspension and the transverse leaf spring
(bolted on top of the differential) doubled as the upper link.
Although this design is cheap and easy to manufacture, the handling performance is somewhat
flawed. The now infamous ‘wheel tuck’ results in a sudden (and sometimes unpredictable) loss of
rear end grip if the driver ‘lifts-off’ or if a rear wheel hits a bump mid-corner.

A particularly bad case of ‘wheel tuck’

Why Does it Happen?
The wheels on a car are located by arms that are effectively ‘pinned’ at each end, so that they
pivot about their fixing points and move in a semi-circular arc motion. This means that as the
wheel moves up and down (by hitting a bump or as the car rolls in a corner, or both) the wheel itself will also follow an arc.
The shape of this arc is therefore dictated by the length and mounting position of the locating links
– be they wishbones, driveshafts or leaf springs.

When designing suspension, one of the most important aspects to consider is how the wheel travel
‘arc’ affects the tyre/road contact patch. Ideally, the tyre should be vertical to maximise the size
of the tyre contact patch, though in practice this is pretty much impossible to achieve all of the
time.
As the car corners, the forces acting on the tyre cause it to distort and gain positive camber. It is
therefore desirable for the suspension to gain a small amount of negative camber to provide some
‘camber compensation’ and get the wheel closer the ideal vertical position.

The biggest flaw with the Swing Axle design is that the upper link of the suspension (the leaf
spring) is longer than the lower link (the driveshaft). This means that as the wheel moves up and
down, it will always have a tendency to gain large amounts of positive camber.
Coupled with the fact that cornering forces also add positive camber, as described above, it means
that the size of the tyre contact patch rapidly decrease as the wheel moves upwards.

The rear tyres are far from the 'ideal' vertical

Jacking
There is also a second (equally troublesome) problem with the swing axle design, known as
‘jacking’. A full explanation of how/why this happens is beyond the scope of this article, but a
brief and simplified description is as follows:
As a car corners, the loads exerted on the wheels/tyres must be transmitted through the suspension links and into the chassis. The way these loads are distributed has a major effect on the suspension itself, which in turn affects its performance.
The position and angle of the suspension links control the distribution of loads. These affects are
analysed by looking at a virtual ‘point’ where the centre lines of the suspension links and tyres
converge. This point is known as the ‘Roll centre’
The roll centre is the point that car pivots about as it rolls in cornering, and is highly influential in
the handling characteristics of a car. Ideally, suspensions should be designed so that they have a
low roll centre (somewhere below the centreline of the axle), so that the cornering loads help to
force the car down onto the tarmac and thus increase ‘grip’.
The flaw in the Swing Axle design is that it has an unusually high roll centre and so the cornering
forces push the car upwards – greatly and suddenly reducing grip by effectively ‘pulling’ the tyre
away from the road.
This is why in the pictures shown above, the rear of the car is ‘jacked’ up

The Solution
The solution developed by Triumph in the 1960s (though interestingly not implemented until the
70s because it was deemed ‘too expensive’ by the bean-counters!) is known as the ‘Swing Spring’.
Rather than having a rigidly-mounted transverse leaf spring, only the lower leaf of the spring is
bolted onto the differential. The remaining leaves are mounted in a box with a pivot through it so
that the upper leaves are ‘floating’.
This means that the roll centre is no longer fixed in a single position and can move slightly as the
wheel moves – projecting cornering loads closer to the ground and thus reducing the ‘jacking’
loads. The tyre is therefore less likely to gain extreme positive camber as with swing axle setup.
However, as the upper leaves of the spring are no longer clamped in place, the roll resistance is
reduced significantly (the ability of the spring to resist the car rolling). To compensate for this, a
bigger (and therefore stiffer) front anti-roll bar is fitted to reduce body roll.
The result of all of this is that the tendency for sudden oversteer is greatly reduced and the car
feels more ‘sure-footed’ when being driven quickly. The biggest improvement will be noticed when
hitting bumps midway through a fast corner – instead of a heart stopping sideways ‘hop’ the car
will instead feel more balanced.

Classifieds:
I have a 1966 TR4A IRS that I need to sell. British Racing Green with Saddle interior. Tires and
brakes have 5000 miles on them. Carbs rebuilt in Feb. 08. New stainless exhaust. Bill Dewar has
done work on it in the past. Asking $5000.00. Available to be seen at any time. Call 862-219-8848.
Neil
67 GT6 for sale. The car needs some restoration but runs OK. Call him at 973-226-4566 at home or
201-670-3477 at his office. He is looking for a reasonable offer. The car is in Essex Fells.
Storage space available for two cars in my barn. Very private and secure setting in rural Ringoes,
NJ. $30 per car per month for NJTA members, $40 for non-members. Dirt floor, no electricity, no
heat, just shelter from the weather.
Call Thom Pooley at 908-788-5197 or email thompooley@att.net
Large assortment parts from an abandoned restoration of a 1953 MGTD.
Located in Schnectady, NY. e-mail for pictures and info. Ronald Weinger sheron@att.net
Several wall mount parts storage bins. e-mail for pictures, Ronald Weinger sheron@att.net
For Sale: 16"x20" PIG mats, absorb 32oz of anything your car can dump on the floor, $7/10; 42" PIG
socks, absorb 1/2 gallon of liquid, $1.50 ea Ronald Weinger sheron@att.net
FOR SALE TR6 Hardtop, brand new I have an NOS factory TR6 steel hardtop for sale. I believe it
was sourced from the Roadster Factory several years ago when they still had them, and has NEVER
been assembled, painted or installed, I have most of the components like the rear and side glass,
seals and even the headliner kit. I need to gather everything up together to confirm, but I may be
missing one or two of the side trim pieces. It is currently in red primer, as supplied, and ready for your
TR6.$1500. FIRM
Pick-up in Maple Shade, NJ I will not ship sorry.Pete856-667-6657 weekdays
For sale: 1974 TR6. Pimento Red w/ black interior. Substantial cosmetic and mechanical freshening.
New fenders, floors, paint, interior, dash, etc. All mechanical items addressed as well (engine,
brakes, suspension, exhaust, etc.). A very sharp and complete turn-key car in need of nothing.
$17,500 obo. 908-313-4482. Bill
For sale: 1963 TR3A. Brand new Old English White paint, tan interior/carpet with new chrome and
badging throughout. Refinished wire wheels. TR4A engine and gearbox (making this car essentially a
TR3B). A very nice car overall. Needs nothing. $17,500 obo. 908-313-4482. Bill
For sale: TR7 Spider ed. [black with red trim, some TR8 features such as larger rear breaks, raised
hood etc.], 1980, made in Triumph plant,condition 3, great driver, 20 footer, 80k mi., largely original
[has Koni shocks, new rebuilt transmition, maintained by professional Triumph specialists. Beautiful
car. Best Spider around. $ 5800. Sam Mastriano, Haddonfield NJ, 856 427-0244
FOR SALE ’69 Spitfire $3,000
Yellow with tan interior. Chrome bumpers. Newer, never used black convertible top. Tan Tonneau.
Good body and good running condition. Pictures available. Located in Hackettstown, NJ.
Contact Jessi Sohl 973-906-6572 begin_of_the_skype_highlighting 973-906-6572
end_of_the_skype_highlighting or e-mail: mybluedaisies@comcast.net

