Chapter 1 — The Earliest Settlers Appear

From the mountains, to the prairies, to the oceans white with foam...the land awaited its first
settlers

The North American Continent
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Time: 16,000BC to 1500AD
Native American Tribes Arrive

A Starting around 16,000 BC, or earlier, America’s first settlers wend their
way across a 1000 mile “land bridge,” formed by a sea level drop in the
Bering Straits, which once linked the eastern edges of Siberia to western-
most Alaska.

Their facial features signal an Asian heritage, and they are typically dark
complexioned. They operate in tribes and become adept at both hunting
and gathering. They are the first farmers of the land, sustained by a wide
range of indigenous crops, including corn, potatoes, peanuts, chocolate,
cotton and tobacco.
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Thus the New World is born.

Over time the settlers fan out across the northern continent, east to the Atlantic coast and south
through Mexico to the southern hemisphere. Along the way they build enduring civilizations.

The Tlingit people of the Pacific Northwest master the arts of fishing and record their history on

totem poles. The Hohokam tribes of Arizona introduce irrigation systems to facilitate desert
farming. The Puebloans build roads connecting some 2500 communities from New Mexico to

CH1-1



Utah. The Siouans roam the Great Plains over to the upper Mississippi, while the Natchez
people, living in adobe huts with thatched roofs and led by their Sun King, dominate the lower
valley.

The Hopewell nation flourishes in the Midwest from Missouri to Wisconsin and east through
Illinois and Indiana, their past evident in huge burial mounds throughout the region.

The Algonquians extend across Canada from the Rockies to New England, chasing seasonal food
supplies with their portable wigwams. They eventually collide with the Iroquoians, who flourish
in New York and the upper Atlantic states. Meanwhile the Southeast is home to what will later
become known as the “five civilized tribes” — the Cherokee, Choctaws, Creeks, Chickasaw and
Seminoles.

By 1500 AD Native American civilizations, speaking upwards of 250 unique languages, dot the
landscape from coast to coast.

Approximate tribal locations prior to European contact.
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Time: 1492
Columbus Reaches The New World
The European intrusion into the New World begins by accident.

Since Roman times, Europe is attracted to the spices of Asia —
cinnamon, cardamom, ginger, pepper, turmeric, not to mention
opium. But the overland trade routes to the East are precarious.
Instead, perhaps by sailing west, a shorter and more
commercially favorable route could be found.

This is what Christopher Columbus has in mind on October 12,
1492, when he begins his voyage with three ships, in service to
the Spanish crown. After 70 days at sea, he encounters land, most
likely the tiny island of San Salvador. From there he spends the
next three months navigating his way south to Cuba, then east to

Christopher Columbus (1451-1506)  Hispaniola (later Haiti and the Dominican Republic). Along the

way, he encounters natives with gold earrings, whom he

describes as docile in nature, lacking in weaponry, and easily capable of being conquered,
converted to Christianity and placed into servitude.

Still believing he has found his way to India, Columbus refers to the islands as the East Indies,
and the natives as “Indios” or Indians. He kidnaps many along the way, and some 7-8 who
survive the journey home are put on display as proof of his success.

On March 4, 1493 Columbus is back in Portugal. Despite losing his lead ship, Santa Maria, and

failing to locate any spice treasures, his encounter with the Caribbean islands sets off an
exploration frenzy that lasts over the next two centuries.
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First Voyage by Columbus to the New World

Within a decade of the 1492 voyage, Europe recognizes that Columbus has reached a whole New
World, rather than Asia. The Italian explorer, Amerigo Vespucci, argues this fact after his 1502
voyage, and in 1507 a German mapmaker, Martin Waldseemueller, officially christens the
continent “America” in his honor.
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Time: 1492-1602

Spain Leads The European Invasion Of The Americas
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Spanish Exploration of North America

In turn America becomes a sought-after chip in the game played by the monarchs of Spain,
France and England for control over Europe and for global hegemony.
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Spain takes the lead as the dominant power in Europe after the 1469 marriage of two Catholic
monarchs, Isabelle of Castille and Ferdinand of Aragon, unify the nation, and dynastic matches
of their children extend their power into Portugal and the Hapsburg dynasty.

From 1516 to 1558, their grandson, Charles I, reigns supreme over much of Europe, including
Spain, Italy and the sprawling remnants of the Holy Roman Empire, from the Netherlands in the
north to Austria-Hungary in the south.

Catholic Monarch, Charles battles against the Protestant Reformation, sparked by Martin Luther
in 1517, and against France in various European wars. He also sent his conquistadors, Hernan
Cortez and Francisco Pizzaro, across the Atlantic after gold and territory in the Americas.

Two remarkable civilizations fall to his swords and cannon in short order, as Hernan Cortez
conquers Montezuma and the Aztec empire by 1521 and Francisco Pizarro ends the Incas rule
over Peru in 1541.

Hernando De Soto rampages through Central America and the Caribbean, then north to Florida
and west to Louisiana. Alvar Cabeza and Francisco Coronado extend De Soto’s tracks in
America, driving through Texas to Arizona and up through Oklahoma to Kansas. Some fifty
years later, in 1596, Sebastien Vizcaino explores the west coast, from San Diego to Oregon.

Spain becines first to assert its “rights” throughout the New World.
By 1600, it controls much of the Caribbean Islands, Peru, Central America, Mexico, and over
half of the North American continent from Florida across the deep South to San Diego, then

north to Oregon.

The European Exploration Of America: Early Spanish Expeditions

Years Explorer From Land Covered

1492- Columbus, Spain San Salvador, Cuba, Haiti, Trinidad, Jamaica,

1504 Christopher Venezuela, Mexico, Honduras, Panama

1493- De Leon, Ponce Spain Santo Domingo (DR), Puerto Rico, Florida

1521

1497-98 Cabot, John England | Newfoundland

1497- Da Gama, Vasco Portugal | Opens trade route with India (“the Indies”)

1538

1499- Vespucci, Amerigo Italy S. America, recognizes that new world is not

1502 Asia

1519-21 Cortez, Hernan Spain Mexico, conquers Montezuma and Aztecs

1524-42 De Soto, Hernando Spain Nicaragua, Peru, Cuba, Florida, Louisiana

1524-28 Verrazzano, Giovani | Italy Cape Fear, NC, New York, Maine,
Newfoundland

1528-37 Cabeza, Alvar Spain Cuba, Florida, Louisiana, Texas, Mexico City

1532-41 Pizarro, Francisco Spain Conquers Incas in Peru, into Panama

1534-41 Cartier, Jacques France 1000 miles up St Lawrence seaway
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1540-42 Coronado, Francisco | Spain Arizona, NM, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas

1577-80 Drake, Sir Francis England | 2" after Magellan around the world,
California

1584-87 Raleigh, Sir Walter England | Roanoke colony (NC) in 1584-87, Florida

1596- Vizcaino, Sebastian | Spain Pacific coast, San Diego to Oregon

1602

But Spain comes to the New World more as plunderers than as settlers. In North America, their
main attempts at establishing deep roots occur in the Florida’s, notably at St. Augustine in 1565,
in Santa Fe around 1598 and Texas in San Antonio by 1717.

The failure of Spain to populate and formally colonize in North America will come back to haunt
them when their land claims are later threatened by France and the United States.

Early Spanish Settlements In America

Year Location

1585 St. Augustine, Fla

1696 Pensacola, Fla

1718 San Antonio

1772 St. Luis Obispo, Ca

1780 Yuma, Az

1786 Santa Barbara, Ca

1828 San Francisco Solano, Ca
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Time: 1497-1611
Britain Begins To Colonize America

Aside from John Cabot’s 1497 voyage to Newfoundland, the
English show little early interest in the New World.

This changes, however, during the reigns of Queen Elizabeth,
from 1533 to 1603, and King James | from 1603 to 1625.

Once they turn their attention toward America, England’s
strategy differs sharply from the Spanish. Instead of in and
out probes for gold and silver, the English set their sights on
establishing permanent colonies on the continent, to work the
land and carry on profitable trade over time.

The development of Britain’s Royal Navy during Elizabeth’s
reign assures Britain’s control over the sea lanes required for
safe import and export of goods.

g

Queen Elizabeth I of England (1533-1603)

British merchants and the crown begin to formulate a “business arrangement” that will create
incentives to build permanent colonies across the ocean. The solution is the “joint stock
corporation,” a model that will become a permanent feature of the future economic landscape in
America.

“Corporations” begin as a legal agreement between the monarch and a set of private investors
(“stock owners”) based on a mutually agreeable “exchange.” In this case, the crown grants
ownership of sizable chunks of land in America to investors in return for sponsoring settlements
that create and sustain trade.
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“4 The principal corporation during Elizabeth’s reign, The London

» Company, is granted Atlantic coast territory extending from the
34" (Cape Fear, North Carolina) to the 41% parallel (Long Island
Sound). This results in England’s first American settlement, the
Roanoke Colony, set up by Sir Walter Raleigh in 1584 on lands he
calls Virginia, in honor of the Virgin Queen. But when long-
delayed supply ships from England revisit the colony in 1590, all
signs of the 110 settlers have vanished without a trace.
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Two British Corporations Found
Colonies Along the Atlantic Coast

The “Lost Colony of Roanoke” halts English colonization until King James | grants two pivotal
and somewhat overlapping charters in 1606:

Joint Stock Corporations Chartered By James | In 1606

Company Name Grant Longitude | Primary Development Areas
Virginia Company of 34" to 41" parallel | Virginia, North Carolina
London

Virginia Company of 38" to 45" parallel | New England

Plymouth

On May 13, 1607, 105 men led by Captain John Smith land at Jamestown, Virginia, with their
London Company charter ordering them to accomplish three things:

e Find precious metals;
e Establish a Protestant presence on the continent; and
e Expand English naval power.

But like Roanoke, Jamestown is almost another failure. There is no gold to be found, malaria
strikes, and in June, 1610 the 38 survivors re-board their ship to head home. Destiny shifts,
however, when sailing out on James River, they encounter a second wave of London Company
settlers and return, 1700 strong, to search again for a path to prosperity. After experimenting with
a series of possible exports, from timber to iron to sassafras, the colonists finally settle on
tobacco, which becomes an overnight sensation in Britain, and triggers the formation of other
southern colonies: Carolina in 1629 and Maryland in 1632.

On August 13, 1607, the Plymouth Company lands a contingent of 120 souls, under the
command of George Popham and Raleigh Gilbert, on the southwest coast of Maine, near the
mouth of the Kennebec River. While they are able to construct Fort St. George, hard living
conditions and a falling out between the leaders causes the colony to close after its first year.

CH1-8



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Wpdms_virginia_company_plymouth_council.png

A second Plymouth Company venture proves more successful. On December 21, 1620, Captain
William Bradford, a Puritan separatist fleeing the Church of England, navigates the aging ship
Mayflower and its 102 “pilgrim” passengers into a harbor at Plymouth, Massachusetts. His first
impressions are anything but uplifting:

It is a hideous and desolate wilderness, full of wild beasts and wild men.

Surviving the winter, they establish a toe-hold in America, and are joined in 1628, by settlers
associated with another corporation -- The Massachusetts’s Bay Company.

The British then consolidate control over the entire Atlantic coast in 1664 by forcing the Dutch
to surrender their claim to the New Netherlands territory, in and around the island of Manhattan.
This claim originates with Henry Hudson’s 1609 voyage on behalf of the Dutch East Indies
Company. By 1626 its Director-General, Peter Minuit, has “purchased” the island from the
Delaware tribe and constructed Ft. Amsterdam to defend the harbor.

But the Dutch defenses are no match for the four British frigates that appear on August 27, 1664,
and demand surrender. By 1665 New Netherlands has officially become New York colony, and
the Manhattan settlement of New Amsterdam is re-christened New York City. A final treaty to
this effect is signed in 1674, after conclusion of the 3" Anglo-Dutch War.

Early Exploration Of America: English Expeditions

Years Explorer From Land Covered

1497-98 Cabot, John England | Newfoundland

1577-80 Drake, Sir Francis England | 2" after Magellan around the world,
California

1578-83 Gilbert, Sir England | Newfoundland and Nova Scotia

Humphrey

1584-87 Raleigh, Sir Walter England | Roanoke colony (NC) in 1584-87, Florida

1596- Vizcaino, Sebastian | Spain Pacific coast, San Diego to Oregon

1602

1603-09 Champlain, Samuel | France Settles Quebec

1606-14 Smith, John England | Jamestown in 1607, Richmond, Baltimore

1607-08 Popham, George England | Maine

1609-11 Hudson, Henry England | New York (for Dutch East Indies Co.),
Hudson R
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Time: 1664-1732

A Total Of Thirteen British Colonies Are Established

Rhode Is1and

Connec: ticut

By the end of the 17" century Britain’s holdings in
America comprise thirteen colonies, along the
Atlantic coast.

Approximate Dates And Charters For The Thirteen Crown Colonies

Date Name Founded by Announced Purpose

1607 | Virginia The London Co To find gold

1620 | Plymouth (Mass) Separatist Puritans | To separate from the Church of England

1630 | Massachusetts Bay | Reform Puritans To reform the Church of England

1635 | Connecticut Thomas Hooker For Puritan gentlemen.

1636 | Rhode Island Roger Williams For total religious freedom (and Baptists)

1664 | New York The Dutch To secure and trade furs

1664 | New Jersey The Dutch For farming

1692 | New Hampshire John Mason For farming

1632 | Maryland Lord Baltimore To secure religious freedom for Catholics

1681 | Pennsylvania William Penn To secure religious freedom for Quakers

1703 | Delaware New Sweden Co For farming

1719 | Carolinas Virginians For farming and trade

1732 | Georgia James Oglethorpe | To provide relief for the English in
poverty

They are a diverse lot to say the least. All favor the English language and share some form of
allegiance to the crown; but their make-up and missions often have little in common.

The three New England colonies (Massachusetts, Connecticut and Rhode Island) probably come
closest to a shared purpose — that being a wish to practice the Puritan religion without
interference from the Church of England hierarchy back home. The Puritans are committed to
driving all residual traces of Catholicism out of their worship and living lives of “Christian
charity” according to the principles of the French theologian, John Calvin (1509-64).
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Total depravity: All men are born as sinners.

Unconditional election: God selects which will be saved and which damned.
Limited atonement: Christ died only for those who are to be saved.
Pre-destination: Man cannot affect his own salvation through deeds or prayer.

e Anti-Catholicism: Purify church practices and rely on congregations to run them.

But even within this umbrella of Puritanism, there are fissures. Those clustered in Massachusetts
Bay wish to stay within the Church of England, while reforming it as they see fit. The Puritan
“pilgrims” of Plymouth, Massachusetts, opt for creating a separate church entirely. The Rhode
Islanders, under the break-away Puritan preacher Roger Williams, are eager to explore other new
religious approaches, notably the Baptist movement.

Two other colonies are also predicated on offering citizens the right to practice their own form of
religion. In Maryland, Cecil Calvert, 2" Baron Baltimore, establishes a haven for Roman
Catholic settlers in the New World. In Pennsylvania, the English real estate magnate, William
Penn, provides a home for Quakers.

Georgia is also focused on a higher calling, in this case secular in nature and aimed at providing
a better life for settlers caught in the misery of poverty back home in England.

The other seven colonies are more concerned with everyday matters related to homesteading and
commerce.

By 1700 the population has grown to roughly 250,000 settlers. For most, the early days of
struggling against the elements to simply stay alive have passed, and their attention has turned to
farming and other forms of making a living. Their tenacity, however, in reaching and settling in
the new land seems to be paying fine rewards.
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Time: 1534-1682

France Opens Canada And The Mississippi Valley

; France’s interest in America picks up during the 72-year reign (1643-

| 1715) of Louis XIV, the Sun King, who is arguably the dominant force in

Europe in his time.

In search of fur trading outposts, the French locate and explore the great
waterways into and across America.

s XIV.
Lowis XIV

The Sun King, Louis IV of France (1638-1715)

They arrive from the North in 1534, with Jacque Cartier’s 1000-mile voyage down the St.
Lawrence seaway. In 1541 Cartier sets up the first European settlement in North America, 400
strong, at Cap Rouge (Quebec City). But a year later it is abandoned, owing to an unforgiving
winter climate and conflicts with local tribes.

Like the British, the French learn that it is one thing to reach the New World and quite another to
survive there.

After a hiatus lasting six decades, Samuel Champlain retraces Cartier’s route and successfully
opens a French outpost at Quebec in 1608.
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French Exploration of the Mississippi River
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From there, the French drive west proceeds, across Canada and the Great Lakes to the mighty
Mississippi, led by Jean Nicollet, Louis Joliet and Father Jacques Marquette.

Early Exploration Of America: French Expeditions

Years Explorer From Land Covered

1534-41 Cartier, Jacques France 1000 miles up St Lawrence seaway

1540-42 Coronado, Francisco | Spain Arizona, NM, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas

1577-80 Drake, Sir Francis England | 2" after Magellan around the world,
California

1584-87 Raleigh, Sir Walter England | Roanoke colony (NC) in 1584-87, Florida

1596-1602 | Vizcaino, Sebastian | Spain Pacific coast, San Diego to Oregon

1603-09 Champlain, Samuel France Settles Quebec

1606-14 Smith, John England | Jamestown in 1607, Richmond, Baltimore

1609-11 Hudson, Henry England | New York (for Dutch East Indies Co.),
Hudson R

1618-42 Nicollet, Jean France Canada, Great Lakes, Wisconsin, Illinois

1626-38 Minuit, Peter Dutch Bought Manhattan 1 in 1826 for the Dutch
East Co

1645-72 Stuyvesant, Peter Dutch Governor of New Amsterdam (NYC), West
Indies

1673 Joliet, Louis Canada | Mississippi R (Green Bay to Arkansas)

1673 Marquette, Jacques France Mississippi R along with Joliet

1679-82 De La Salle, Robert | France Great Lakes and length of Mississippi

1774-1830 | DuSable, Jean France Chicago, Michigan, Missouri

Along the way, French forts and outposts translate into many of the enduring cities of the

Midwest.

In honor of King Louis XIV, the New France territories along the Mississippi are christened
“Louisiana.”

Early French Settlements In America

Year Location

1608 Quebec City

1642 Montreal

1669 Ft. La Baye (Green Bay)
1679 Ft. Niagra

1680 Ft. Crevecoeur (Peoria,IL)
1698 Caho Kia (Cahokia, IL)
1699 Biloxi

1701 Ft. Ponchetrain (Detroit)
1716 Ft Rosalie (Natchez)
1718 La Nouvelle Orleans
1720 Baton Rouge

1780’s | Chicago
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Chapter 2 -- Comes The Scourge of Slavery To The Colonies

Time: 1600 - 1860

The International Slave Trade Flourishes
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Slave Trade Routes to the Americas

Accompanying white explorers to the New World is the practice of slavery -- a scourge that is
common across the world in the 17" and 18™ centuries.

Between 1600 and 1800, roughly 11 million blacks are transported from their homes along the
west coast of Africa (from Senegal to Angola) to the Americas.

African Tribesmen in Front of Tatched Hut

Two nations dominate this market for slaves: the Portuguese, who import 5 million of these
Africans for their mining operations and sugar cane fields in Brazil; and the Dutch, who claim
another 4.5 million for sugar cane production in the West Indies.

About 500,000 eventually arrive in North America.
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Slave trafficking originates with deals between European agents (“factors/middlemen”) and
tribal chiefs, who raid rival villages, round up families, rope them together in “coffles,” and drive
them to collection centers, known as “barracoons.”

Chained Africans being Readied for Transport

From there they are packed, 100 at a time, into the holds of ships for the 6-8 week “middle
passage” across the Atlantic, where about 15 out of every 100 die in route...

The survivors are stored in pens, “graded and priced,” and then auctioned off to the highest
bidders. Strong male field hands one way; their wives and children another.

At that point the slaves became the “personal property” of their owner, to do with as they choose.
FEEAAAEAAAAAAAXAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAXAAAX)NK

Time: 1619 - 1750

Slavery Begins In America With Rhode Island As The Trading Hub

The first slaves in America appear at Jamestown colony in 1619, working as field hands on
farms, raising tobacco and rice.
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r , In 1644 an association of Boston traders

: sends a ship to Africa in search of slaves,
and by 1678 a few sales are recorded in
Virginia. But it is not until 1700, when the
British begin to dominate the Dutch, that
New England merchants see the opportunity
to set up a profitable business around the
slave trade.

Many of the prominent New England
families in colonial America trace their early
wealth to the slave trade:

. The Fanuils, Royalls and Cabots of
Massachusetts;
o The Whipples of NH and the Eastons
of Connecticut;
. The Willing and Morris families of
Philadelphia;

e The Wantons, Browns, and
Champlins of Rhode Island.

It is Rhode Island; however, that controls
roughly 75% of the business. In 1740, the
port city of Newport is home to some 150
slave ships —many run by the four Brown
brothers, who found a university bearing
i _ ~_their name after making a fortune selling
lumber, salt, meat and African slaves.

The British too are heavily invested in the “triangular commerce” between Africa, their
American colonies and Europe. So much so that their permanent “slave stations” dot Africa’s
west coast ports.

By 1750 then, slavery is a widely accepted and well entrenched institution in America.

Slaves are owned in all thirteen British colonies and they play a critical role in America’s
economic growth.

In the South, slaves are used to grow and harvest labor-intensive crops, initially tobacco, rice and
indigo. They are also systematically “bred” to produce offspring for sale in the open market.

The early New England economy profits from slaves in several ways:

e Distilleries across the region rely on sugar and molasses imports from slave plantations in
the West Indies to make rum — which in turn is distributed across the colonies, and
exported, to Europe and Africa.
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e The New England shipping industry — from boat builders and sail-makers through sailors
and long-shore men and accountants — hinges on cargo that is in global demand,
including slaves sent from Africa to Newport, and from there to Southern ports like
Savannah and New Orleans.

e Northern textile mills begin to spin raw cotton picked by Southern slaves into yarn and
thread, which is then shipped to Britain and France to make clothing and other finished
goods.

But these sectional patterns are about to change as America enters the second half of the 18"
century.

In the South, the institution of slavery becomes firmly entrenched; in the North it is gradually
withering away.
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Time: 1775 Forward

Slavery Begins To Wither Away In The North

-1 Meanwhile, in the North, slavery is on its way to disappearing
i by 1775 — an outcome welcomed by many of that region’s
- founding fathers.

- One of them is the Quaker, Ben Franklin, who calls slavery...
- An atrocious debasement of human nature.

' Another is Dr. Benjamin Rush, the renowned Philadelphia

- physician, who assails the institution in his 1773 pamphlet An

I | Address to the inhabitants of the British Settlements in America
. upon Slave-Keeping. As a scientist, Rush is particularly

important for arguing against the widely accepted belief that

blacks are inherently inferior intellectually. He is also a life-

long supporter of abolition, calling the practice of slavery...

Aunt Fannie of the Lott Household

So foreign to the human mind that the moral faculties...are rendered torpid by it.

Franklin and Rush are joined by John Jay, who is serving as Secretary of Foreign Affairs in
1785, when he founds the New York Manumission Society, which endures over the next six
decades. The Society first battles to end the slave trade, then in support of abolition, and finally
for the education of black children. In 1794 it opens the first African Free School in the city, a
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one room facility that reaches some forty students. Over time these Free Schools proliferate
widely, and prepare many next generation blacks for assimilation into white society.

But moral concerns fail to explain the decline in northern slavery.

Instead, the reason is simple: by 1775 the slave trade is no longer the profitable business it once
was.

After two centuries of abducting healthy young blacks for slavery, tribes living along the west
coast of Africa have literally become depopulated...

Which in turn alters the economics for the New England merchants. Sending a ship across the
Atlantic is both costly and risky, and returning late or without a full cargo of slaves becomes the
unattractive norm.

While importation of African slaves drags on until it is banned in 1808, the boom profits of the
1750 period are long gone by then.

So the Northern colonies look away from the slave trade and toward other industries to sustain
their drive for wealth. Fortunately for them, new options are right before their eyes. The
“triangular trade” between America, Africa and Europe has taught the North that it can
manufacture goods like rum and cotton yarn and use its ships to distribute them across the
Atlantic.

Thus the making and selling of goods begins to replace the slave trade in the Northern economy.

By about 1775 it’s clear that the North is no longer committed to slavery for economic reasons,
and is instead beginning to question “what to do about both slaves and free blacks” in the future.
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Time: 1775 Forward

The South’s Dependency On Slavery Deepens

Slaves Harvesting Southern Cotton
The Southern commitment to slavery is evident in population data from 1775.

At that time, there are roughly 500,000 blacks in America -- with 90% of them are living in the
South.

They comprise 41% of the South’s total population, and in some places, like South Carolina,
blacks actually outnumber whites.

Estimated Population Counts By Race In 1775

Section States Whites Blacks Total %
Black
Lower South | Ga, NC, SC 247,000 | 171,000 418,000 | 41%
Upper South | Va,Md,Del 481,000 | 282,000 763,000 | 37
Mid-Atlantic | Pa,NY,NJ 462,000 30,000 492,000| 6
New England | Con,RI, NH, Ma 621,000 19,000 640,000 | 3
Grand Total 1,811,000 | 502,000 | 2,313,000 | 22

Their role in the economy of the South is crucial.

While the North is already diversifying and modernizing its economy by 1775, Southern wealth
is concentrated almost entirely in two areas.

The first is agriculture, where its favorable climate and coastal access make it uniquely equipped
to succeed.
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In the upper South, tobacco is the dominant crop; the coastal Carolinas are ideally suited to rice
and indigo (used for dyeing); cotton is grown throughout the region, but is not yet the “king” it
will become. All of these crops are in popular demand both domestically and internationally,
and all are labor intensive to produce.

Profits are maximized through economies of scale — the more one produces, the lower the unit
cost and the higher the margin. This in turn leads to the creation of vast plantations across the
South, the early precursors of modern agri-business operations.

The labor required to plant, grow, harvest and ship these crops is physically demanding, and it
falls on the backs of Southern slaves — especially field hands working from dawn to dusk during
peak seasons.

As these plantations yield ever greater profits to their owners, the intrinsic “value” of the slaves
themselves increases dramatically, opening up a second vital revenue stream.

This second driver of Southern wealth -- its “second crucial crop” — lies in the “breeding and
sale” of offspring slaves to growers aspiring to ascend to the planter class.

In effect then, “producing” more slaves becomes an end unto itself.

More slaves translates to more profits, either from greater crop yields to be sold, or from
auctioning off one’s excessive inventory — black men, women and children — to other growers.

By 1775, the men of the South — unlike those up North — have their economic futures
inextricably bound to the presence and expansion of slavery across the colonies.

Indeed many Southerners think of it, with varying degrees of discomfort, as the “peculiar
institution.”

But it is their institution, and they mean to defend it with all their wits and might.
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Chapter 3 — The Reformation & The Enlightenment Challenge Entrenched Institutions

Time: 1517 Forward
Luther Protests Catholic Church Doctrines

The period leading up to the settlement of the British colonies in
America is marked by a series of challenges to the heretofore
unquestioned authority of both the Church and the Crown.

In 1517, a German monk named Martin Luther, nails his 95 Theses
on the door of the All Saints Church in Wittenberg, Saxony
protesting the notion that paying indulgences to the clergy can
insure one’s eternal salvation.

What follows Luther’s act is the great religious schism known as
the Protestant Reformation.

It takes hold across the 16" century and intersects with affairs of
state in 1527 when Pope Clement VI refuses to grant a marriage
annulment to King Henry VIII.

Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Exercising his “divine right” as monarch, Henry responds by banishing the existing Catholic
Church and replacing it with his own Church of England.

This ends the monolithic dominance of Catholicism in Britain and across much of Europe.
AR R R R R R P P P P P P P P R P P R P P R R R P P P P P P P P P

Time: 1642-1660

The English Civil Wars Challenge The Monarchy

The 17" century also ushers in early resistance to the despotic rule of hereditary
Monarchies.

A principal figure here is King Charles | of England who exercises the “divine right of kings” to
tax the people at will and marry a queen who is both French and Catholic.

After almost 25 years of his affronts, a Parliamentarian movement rises up — under the Puritan
leader, Oliver Cromwell — that leads to the First English Civil War beginning in1642.
Cromwell’s “Roundheads” (for their bowl-cut hairdos) defeat the Royalists on May 5, 1646.
After a series of failed attempts to rally his forces and regain the throne, Charles is captured and
tried for treason.
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Time: 1689-1789

Enlightenment Philosophers Explore New Forms Of Governance

Following on the heels of the English Civil Wars comes another revolutionary phase known as
The Enlightenment or the Age of Reason. Its focus is again on the Monarchy and challenges to
the notion that Kings have the divine right to absolute power over the lives of the citizenry.

Grave of Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778)

Four leading philosophers of The Enlightenment
argue the time has come for new forms of
government that respond to the will of the people.

The English philosopher and physician, John Locke
(1632-1704), lives through the turmoil after
Cromwell’s death in 1658 and the restoration of
Charles I, whose reign includes the Black Plague,
the Great Fire of London, and a deathbed conversion
to Catholicism. When his son James Il marries a
Catholic, another popular rebellion places the
Protestant William 111 of Orange and his wife Mary
back on the throne. As part of the deal, the pair agree
to a “Declaration of Rights” which limits the power
of the crown over its subject.

In 1689, as William and Mary ascend, Locke
publishes his “Second Treatise of Government” in

. which he argues on behalf of “classical liberalism” --

that the size and power of government should be
limited in order to preserve and enlarge the freedom
of the individual.

e Theend of law...is to preserve and enlarge freedom.
The state of nature has a law of nature to govern it, which obliges every one: and

reason is that law.

e The natural liberty of man is to be free from any superior power on earth.
All mankind, being equal and independent, no one ought to harm another in his life,

health, liberty or possessions.

e Men being by nature, all free, equal, and independent, no one can be subjected to the
political power of another, without his own consent.

Locke’s preferred form of government is a monarchy, but he demands that it be “constitutional”
in nature, with all property owners given the right to vote.
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The Swiss writer and musician, Jean Jacques Rousseau (1712-1778), grows up in a middle class
family in Geneva, leads a bohemian lifestyle, and records his observations about the nature of
man and society in a series of tracts that challenge conventional thought. He asserts that men are
born free, equal and happy and then surrender these joys by entering into a destructive social
contract based on property rights.

The first person who, having enclosed a plot of land, took it into his head to say this is
mine and found people simple enough to believe him was the true founder of civil society.
What crimes, wars, murders, what miseries and horrors would the human race have been
spared, had someone pulled up the stakes or cried out to his fellow men: "Do not listen to
this imposter. You are lost if you forget that the fruits of the earth belong to all and the
earth to no one!”

According to Rousseau, governments, especially monarchies, are typically dedicated to
protecting the property rights of the haves at the expense of the have nots, who are left in chains.
The only way around this are laws that balance out the score.

In truth, laws are always useful to those with possessions and harmful to those who have
nothing; from which it follows that the social state is advantageous to men only when all
possess something and none has too much.

The path to just laws lies in forming a government based on “pure Democracy” where decisions
are arrived at in open debate, with full participation on all sides, and a final vote based on
“majority rules.” In this regard, the English system — a “Republic,” where lawmakers are elected
to represent their constituencies — falls short of Rousseau’s ideal.

The people of England regards itself as free; but it is grossly mistaken; it is free only
during the election of members of parliament. As soon as they are elected, slavery
overtakes it, and it is nothing.

Needless to say, Rousseau is regarded as a dangerous radical by the establishment, and his works
are banned in the Calvinistic canton of Geneva. Still, his populist views will fuel reformers on
behalf of Democracy.

Two other Enlightenment thinkers also weigh heavily in the search for options to the absolute
monarchies.

The Scottish essayist, David Hume (1711-1778), focuses on two essential ingredients —
unfettered free speech and a written, formally approved Constitution. The French Baron and
lawyer, Charles Montesquieu (1689-1775), calls for dividing government into separate branches
to insure “checks and balances” on major decisions and to prevent concentrations of power.
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But unlike Rousseau, both Hume and Montesquieu fear that “direct
Democracy” will trample on the rights of minority interests. Protecting
these interests, they feel, requires a “Republican” government, with
elected statement using personal judgment and wisdom to guard against
unbridled “majority rules.”

In the end, all four of the Enlightenment thinkers and writers will play
a significant role in shaping the beliefs of the American colonists about
the full range of institutions they choose to create.

Baron Charles-Louis Montesquieu

(1689-1775)
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Chapter 4 — America’s Foundational Churches Take Hold In The Colonies

Time: 1607 Forward
The Colonists Are Dedicated Church-Goers

One thing that bonds the early American colonists is their
church-going traditions and their focus on securing eternal
salvation.

For the vast majority of those who arrive in Virginia in 1607
and Massachusetts in 1620 this means a commitment to the
Protestant religion.

Some are conservative Anglicans, who will assume an
American identity as the Episcopalian Church. Their doctrines
remain consistent with King Henry V1II’s patchwork
amalgamation of Catholicism and Protestant reform, and their
governance is clearly top-down, with authority over all church
matters resting with a clerical hierarchy. The Anglican liturgy
mimics the old world Mass, and its tonality is formal.
Followers are heavily skewed toward the Southern colonies.

Baptist Roger Williams (1603-1683)

Others reject what they regard as corrupt practices within the Church of England and intend to go
their own way in the new world. Included here are the Puritans and Lutherans who tend to evolve
into the Congregational Church. It eliminates the clerical hierarchy and, consistent with
democratic impulses, places authority for religious practices in the hands of the membership. Its
influence is centered in New England.

Like the Congregationalists, Baptists embrace basic Calvinist tenets: salvation through faith
alone, predestination, the Bible as the word of God dictating the right path, authority in the hands
of the congregation rather than a clergy. What distinguishes them, however, is a belief that the
act of baptism should be reserved for adults, not newborns, as a symbol of their studied
commitment to entering the church. After its founding by Roger Williams in 1632, the Baptist
Church spreads beyond Rhode Island, especially into the South.

Another sect, the Society of Friends, or Quakers (who “tremble” at the name of God) arrive in
1656 and take up residence in the Massachusetts Bay Colony. Their belief is that everyman can
attain salvation by listening to and obeying an “Inner Light” which guides their path toward
moral perfection. They have no formal clergy and their church services are “spontaneous” and
marked by individual testimonials. In 1681 William Penn founds the Pennsylvania Colony as a
“home for persecuted Quakers.” From then on they play a central role in opposing slavery.
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The Presbyterian Church is founded by the Scottish preacher, John Knox
(1505-1572) and its theological roots are linked to John Calvin (1509-1564).
But church governance here falls to a body of “elders” rather than to the
members of the congregation as a whole. Hence its name, derived from the
Greek word for elders — “presbyteros.” The Presbyterian Church appears in
America around 1706, accompanying immigrants from Scotland. It takes
hold mainly in North Carolina, Pennsylvania and the western territories.
During the 1830’s “new school and old school” Presbyterians will divide,
with the former evolving into Unitarians.

Quaker William Penn (1644-1718)

These four important sects — Episcopalians, Congregationalists, Baptist and Quakers — will be
joined later on by Methodists and then a host of other Protestant off-shoots which emerge around
the “Second Great Awakening” of the 1830’s.

The Catholic Church also finds a home within the colonies. It originates in the Spanish
“missions” scattered from Florida west to New Orleans and up the Mississippi River. Then in
1632 England’s Catholic King Charles I cedes the Colony of Maryland to his former Secretary of
State, Lord Baltimore. Despite this, the religious ill will evident in Europe carries over to the
colonies, with Catholics accused of being loyal to the Pope in Rome instead of the American
government.

By 1730 each religious denomination is settling into place in the colonies, some holding on to
traditional church hierarchies and liturgy, others breaking away toward new options.

At this point the Enlightenment spirit strikes the American church scene.
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Time: 1730’s

The “First Great Awakening” Sparks Evangelical Christianity

Along with the Enlightenment comes a
growing sense that by relying on their
own capacity to reason, individuals can
shape their personal destinies, their
societies and their government.

This is a transformative idea, and its
impact is felt throughout colonial
America in the 18" century.

Within the religious realm, the
enlightenment spirit is reflected in what

Germantown Church

becomes known as the “First Great Awakening” which begins in the 1730’s. The embodiment of
this movement is an otherwise conservative Puritan minister, Reverend Jonathan Edwards,
preaching in Northampton, Massachusetts.

Edwards is born in 1703 in East Windsor, Connecticut, a single son surrounded by ten sibling
sisters. The family survives on modest means, a minister father eking out spare income by
tutoring boys prior to entering college. One such boy is the son, Jonathan, a precocious student
who enters Yale at age 13 and graduates as valedictorian of his class in 1720. Young Edwards is
intensely disciplined throughout his life, studying and writing every day for up to 13 hours,
taking time out only when other duties demand his attention. He is naturally drawn to the
sciences, but sees in them a framework for man that is divinely inspired. His life will be devoted
to faith not Deism.

He serves briefly as a novice pastor in 1722 before returning to Yale as a theological tutor,
affirming his strict adherence to traditional Calvinist principles. His personal life is ascetic,
marked by self-imposed control over his time, his diet, his study and contemplation, his search
for the moral perfection expected of those committed to the Puritan theology.

The way to Heaven is ascending; we must be content to travel uphill, though it be hard
and tiresome and contrary to the natural bias of our flesh.

Edwards is formally ordained as a Congregationalist minister in 1727, and marries the daughter
of the clergyman James Pierpont, founder of Yale.
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By 1732 his spiritual journey comes up against the Arminian movement, named after the Dutch
Reformed Church theologian, Jacob Arminius (1560-1609). It posits a profoundly different view
about eternal salvation, and one that will be adopted by many American sects over time:

Founder | Belief About Eternal Salvation

Calvin “Pre-destination.” Only those who are chosen by God’s grace alone to be
among “the elect” are saved.

Arminius | “Free will.” All persons are capable of being saved if they choose to lead
their lives in accordance with Christian principles and practices.

As the pure Calvinist, Edwards comes down on the side of God as sole arbiter of salvation. In his
most famous sermon, “Sinners In The Hands Of An Angry God,” delivered in 1741, he exhibits
his “fire and brimstone” fervor:

O sinner! Consider the fearful danger you are in: it is a great furnace of wrath, a wide
and bottomless pit, full of the fire of wrath, that you are held over in the hand of that
God, whose wrath is provoked and incensed as much against you, as against many of the
damned in hell.

But what distinguished Edwards as the “father of the First Great Awakening” is not his theology
but rather the manner of preaching he adopts at his “revival meetings” in Northampton.

These center on “conversion experiences” whereby members of the congregation publicly pledge
their lives to Christ. Edwards describes one such event in 1741:

In the month of May, 1741, a sermon was preached to a company, at a private house.
One or two persons were so greatly affected with a sense of the glory of divine things and
the infinite importance of the things of eternity that...it had a visible effect upon their
bodies....The affection was quickly propagated throughout the room (with) many of the
young people overcome...with admiration, love, joy and praise and compassion (while)
others were overcome with distress about their sinful and miserable state and condition.
The whole room was full of nothing but outcries, faintings and the like. The meeting
continued for some hours, the time being spent in prayer, singing, counseling, and
conferring. There seemed to be a consequent happy effect on many people and on the
state of religion in the town.

Suddenly, with Edwards, the preacher is no longer held above and apart from his flock, but
instead comes down from the pulpit to spontaneously share and explore religious feelings and
experiences.

Thus “Evangelical Christianity” — the belief that all men can be “re-born” by openly embracing
the literal word of God in the Bible --begins to assert itself in America.

Needless to say, Edward’s traditional colleagues are shocked and dismayed by the “revival
meetings,” which may draw up to 500 people, extend over several days, and dominate a town’s
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entire life while they last. On rare occasions they are also followed by suicides, as some
attendees leave convinced they are among the doomed.

The effect is that by 1751, Jonathan Edwards falls out of favor with the forces around him, and is
driven out of his Northampton Church. He lives eight more years, dying one month after being
named President of the College of New Jersey (Princeton).

Time: 1730’s
Methodists Expand The Evangelical Spirit

This Evangelical spirit also manifests itself in the Methodist
Church, which comes to America in 1736.

. The sect is founded by the English cleric, John Wesley, who

. insists throughout his life that its roots are firmly in the Anglican
- tradition — hence its followers are often called Methodist
Episcopalians.

. The church tenets are worked out at Oxford University around
Vg ﬁ 173_0 by Wesley, his younger brother William, and one George

il Whitefield. Together they start a prayer group on campus, the
“Holy Club,” which is so disciplined in its practice of piety that
fellow students cast them as “The Oxford Methodists.” And the
nickname sticks.

Unlike his brother and Whitefield — both staunch Calvinists —
ceaEss : John Wesley is drawn toward Arminianism, with its promise that
John Wesley (1703-1791) all men can be saved by trying to live a life of “moral perfection.”

For Wesley a signal of “perfection” lies not only in worshipping Christ, but also engaging in
“reform missions” aimed at correcting injustices and supporting those in need.

To rally people toward these ends, Wesley embraces the “Evangelical revival meetings”
currently popularized by Edwards.

In February 1736, John Wesley sails to America, eager to hold his revivals in the Georgia
colony, especially among poor whites and various Indian tribes. His stay, however, lasts just
under a year, and he regards it as a total failure.

After Wesley returns to London, his 23 year old colleague, George Whitefield follows him to
Georgia in 1737.
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Whitefield proves to be much more adept than the reserved Wesley with the open-air context —
probably a reflection of his love for theater and for acting out Bible stories as a youth. He travels
broadly in America, even preaching in 1739 alongside Edwards in Northampton. The colonial
editor and inventor, Benjamin Franklin befriends him in Philadelphia and publishes several of his
sermons in his newspaper. He also notes the positive effects of his ministry on the local
community.

Wonderful...change soon made in the manners of our inhabitants. From being
thoughtless or indifferent about religion, it seem'd as if all the world were growing
religious, so that one could not walk thro' the town in an evening without hearing psalms
sung in different families of every street.

The Reverend George Whitefield will make thirteen Atlantic crossing back and forth to England,
before dying in 1770 in Newburyport, Massachusetts.

John Wesley survives Whitefield by two more decades. During that time he faces many
challenges from the Anglican Church hierarchy. But he forever moves forward to establish his
Methodist Church.

His beliefs will have great impact on mainstream religious development in America, especially
the conviction that all men can achieve salvation, and that the proper path lies in studying God’s
words in the Bible and in completing soul-saving “missions.”

Over time, Methodists will outnumber all other sects in terms of membership.

It will also play a pivotal role within the black community after a bishop named

James Varick opens the first African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church in 1721, located in New

York City. From there, the “AME Church” provides a safe harbor and much needed support for
blacks trying to survive and become assimilated.

EEEEEEEIEIEAIAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAXK
Time: 1688 Forward
Early Church Opposition To Slavery Is Muted

Despite the professed interest in salvation, America’s churches are generally silent when it
comes to addressing chattel slavery in the land.

The one institutional exception here is the Society of Friends in Pennsylvania. In 1688, a settler
named Francis Pastorious submits the “Germantown Quaker Petition Against Slavery” at his
local meeting, basing his argument simply on the Bible’s Golden Rule admonition.

Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to
them: for this is the law.
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The cause is picked up in 1743 by John Woolman, a New Jersey Quaker, who resolves to “purify
himself from the sin of slavery.” He publishes an anti-slavery pamphlet, Some Considerations on
the Keeping of Slaves, and completes over thirty missionary tours from New England to the
Carolinas, preaching in support of abolition.

Years later, Woolman’s personal crusade will make at least one key convert, Benjamin Lundy,
an Ohio Quaker who, in the 1830’s, will pass the torch on to the towering champion of abolition,
William Lloyd Garrison.

Quakers also lead the way in establishing a formal organization to oppose slavery. The
Pennsylvania Society for the Relief of Negroes Unlawfully Held In Bondage is founded in 1775,
with support over time from two “natural law” Deists, Thomas Paine and Benjamin Franklin.

In 1747, Jonathan Mayhew, minister of the West Church in Boston, preaches against a host of
moral injustices, and sets the stage for the creation in the 1820’s of the Unitarian Church, and its
on-going crusade against slavery.

In 1774 the First Baptist Church of Petersburg, Va, opens its doors to a black congregation and
ministers — to be followed in 1777 by the First African Baptist Church of Savannah, founded by
a former slave, and in 1801 by the First Baptist Church of Columbia, SC. At first some church’s
missionaries also call for the end of slavery and equality of all men, while encouraging blacks to
become both members and preachers. But this aggressive stance becomes muted over time, as
Baptists try to extend their membership with Southern whites, many of whom are slave owners.

Within the emerging Methodist Church, John Wesley takes aim at slavery in his quest to achieve
“Christian Perfection” through missionary work. His fervor here is evident in his 1774 tract,
Thoughts Upon Slavery, as he rhetorically questions a slave trader’s humanity.

Are you a man? Than you should have a human heart. But have you indeed? What is your
heart made of? Is there no such principle as Compassion there? Do you never feel
another’s pain? Have you no Sympathy? No sense of human woe? No pity for the
miserable?

When you saw the flowing eyes, the heaving breasts, or the bleeding sides and tortured
limbs of your fellow-creatures, were you a stone, or a brute? Did you look upon them
with the eyes of the tiger?

When you squeezed the agonizing creatures down in the ships, or when you threw their
poor mangled remains into the sea, had you no relenting? Did not one tear drop from
your eye, one sigh escape from your breast?

Do you feel no relenting now?

If you do not, you must go on, till the measure of your iniquities is full. Then will the

Great God deal with You, as you have dealt with them, and require all their blood at your
hands.
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The Presbyterians are largely content to stay away from the issue early on -- although synods in
New York and Pennsylvania do file anti-slavery petitions.

Within the Anglican and Catholic churches, the record on colonial slavery suggests the same
kind of institutional indifference evident across the mainstream Protestant sects.
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Chapter 5 — Britain And France Begin Their Battles For Global Hegemony

Time: 1701-1714
The War Of Spanish Succession Spills Over To North America
Going all the way back to the 1066AD invasion of England by

William the Conqueror of Normandy, Britain and France have
struggled for land and power.

B
|
B

Another chapter in this conflict materialized on November 1,
1700, when the Spanish throne is left vacant by the death of
the mentally and physically handicapped King Charles I1 --

, “the Bewitched” — whose 40-year rule incapacitates the
m " country. In his will Charles names Philip of Anjou, grandson
| of Louis X1V, as his successor, which threatens to unite Spain,
the Hapsburg empire and France under one crown.

g At this point, the British, ruled by the Protestant Queen Anne,

Gen oifer Tnam: O2acrs of Qhvehars, Lt decide to go to war to prevent France from expanding its
Monument to General Wolfe power in Europe. The War of Spanish Succession lasts from
at Quebec 1701 to 1714, and ends with a major victory for the English

over Louis XIV.

One phase of this conflict is fought in North America and known as Queen Anne’s War. It leaves
the Spanish missions in Florida weakened and costs the French its territory in Newfoundland,
Acadia and Hudson Bay.
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Time: 1756-1763
The French & Indian Wars End With Rule Britannia

But the battle over succession in Spain proves only a warm-up for the Seven Year’s War, waged
1756 to 1763.

It becomes the world’s “first true global war” eventually pitting France, Austria, Spain, Sweden
and Saxony against an alliance of England, Prussia, Portugal and Russia. It is fought on land and
sea, with human casualties estimated at well over one million men, and fearful financial losses
on all sides.

The American theater is christened the French & Indian War, with most of the action centered on
control over trade-route forts along the Canadian border.
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As the war begins, the French have 75,000 settlers living in North America vs. 1.5 million
British colonists. Their military consist of roughly 10,000 regular army forces, complemented by
their tribal partners, the Algonquins and the Mohawks. The British muster roughly 40,000 men
between their regulars and militia volunteers from their colonies, including one George
Washington of Virginia. Their Indian allies are the Iroquois, historical foes of the Algonquin.

Despite these odds, the war begins badly for England. General Braddock is defeated at Ft.
Duquense (Pittsburg), and overall commander of the French troops, General Montcalm, scores
victories in upstate New York over Ft. Oswego and Ft. William Henry. Both of these battles are
marred by atrocities against British prisoners.

Starting in 1758, the tide turns in favor of Britain, culminating in the fall of the French garrison
at Quebec City. This follows a vicious ten week siege of the city, ending September 13, 1759,
with both General Wolfe and General Montcalm killed in action. From there the British navy
cuts off re-supply efforts by France along the St. Lawrence, and the last stronghold at Montreal
falls in 1760.

During the full course of the Severn
Year’s War, British naval and army power
has swept across the globe. In the east, the
Spanish colony at Manilla has fallen along
with the French trading posts in India.
Spain has lost control over much of the
Caribbean, including its Havana colony in
Cuba. Canada is wrested from France.
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: The war ends with the 1763 Treaty of
Paris and sets the stage for creation of the
British Empire.
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Britain Drives France out of America in the French and Indian Wars of 1750

After several rounds of post-war territorial horse-trading, the face of North America changes
profoundly.

e The French have essentially vacated the continent. Britain picks up their holdings in
Canada, along with their claims to land east of the Mississippi. By 1764 it is also revealed
that they have transferred their vast “Louisiana” territory west of the Mississippi to Spain.
For the sake of on-going peace, the English promise to allow Catholicism to continue in
the former French territories and to return the sugar-rich Caribbean island of Guadalupe
to France.

e Spain hands both West and East Florida over to Britain, in exchange for retaining Cuba
and securing control over the port of New Orleans.
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As of 1763, America control, through
Britain, 39% of the 3.1 million square
miles that will eventually comprise the
nation.
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INTERLUDE 1: The American Landscape in 1760
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Time: 1607-1760

Sidebar: America’s Growing Population

1.6 million by 1760,

* Amidst the swirl of global events, the population of English
settlers in America has grown dramatically, reaching roughly
as the French & Indian War comes to an

end.
Colonial Population Growth
Year Estimated # Settlers
1620 2,300
1650 50,000
1680 150,000
1710 330,000
1740 905,000
1750 1,170,000
1760 1,590,000

A Colonial Citizen

| Just over 60% of the population is white, with 2/3" of them
| coming from the British Isles. African slaves are already
- prevalent across the country.

Population Profile Around 1760

Country Of Origin % of Pop.
British Aisles 44%
Germany 11

Other Europe 7

African Slaves 38

Total 100%

The vast majority of people continue to reside east of the 1,000 mile long Appalachian Mountain
range, which runs 15 degrees off vertical, from Newfoundland to central Alabama. This puts most
settlers within 100 to 250 miles of the Atlantic Ocean.

Across the entire region villages and cities dot the landscape.

INT-1




Early British Settlements In America
Year Location

1607 Jamestown, Virginia
1620 Plymouth, Massachusetts
1630 Boston, Massachusetts
1661 Schenectady, NY

1664 New York, NY

1680 Charleston, SC

1682 Philadelphia, Pa

1683 Williamsburg, Va

1694 Annapolis, Md

1703 Ft. Saratoga, NY

1710 New Bern, NC

1713 Fort St. John, NY

1729 Baltimore, Md

1733 Richmond, Va

1733 Savannah, Ga

1736 Ft. Frederica, Ga

1740 Wilmington, NC
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Time: 1607-1770

Sidebar: The Search For A New And Better Nation

Having surrendered their former lives by the risky journey across the Atlantic, the Colonists
seem dedicated to building a “better life” for themselves and their families in the New World.

One voice that captures this wish belongs to the Puritan minister, John Winthrop. In a 1603
sermon, “A Model of Christian Charity,” he announces his vision of this “better life” and
argues that it is America’s duty and destiny to live up to its ideals.

Our posterity will be to do justly, to love mercy, to walk humbly with our God...For
this end, we must be knit together...as one man, we must entertain each other in
brotherly affection...make others conditions our own always having before our eyes
our community as members of the same body...so the Lord will delight to dwell among
us as his own people and will command a blessing upon us in all our ways.

We shall than be as a City upon a Hill, with the eyes of all people upon us.

Herein lays the image of America as a shining beacon of light rising above the historical
failings of Europe — an image that will become a lasting part of the national heritage.
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“Biblical Mottoes To Live By”
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Time: 1760’s

Sidebar: Building A Viable Economy

s

——  Along with Winthrop’s religious idealism, the settlers
share a very practical and self-centered wish — to

| maximize their own economic prosperity by acquiring and
- working their own land.

[

| This intense motivation to acquire land is recognized in

| the so-called “headright system” written into the crown’s

| early corporate charters. Any single man who intends to

| “inhabit” Virginia for at least three years is granted 50

| acres of free land. If he actually follows through and

| cultivates the land, he receives a bonus of 50 more acres.

" | If he is accompanied by a wife and four children the ante
- climbs to 300 acres of free land.

Devoting the long hours of labor required to prosper on
the land seems built into the American character from the
beginning. For many this “work ethic” falls out of their
Protestant religious convictions. It is regarded as the
dignified duty each man owes to God, according to the
— Puritans, and the prosperity that follows for some may
A Lumberjack signal their improved odds of “election” into eternal
salvation.

And so the colonists work their land, and take from it what is given.

But much to the dismay of their English joint-stock investors, this fails to include either gold

or silver.
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Instead, each of the colonies takes advantage of the natural resources it finds, first to sustain
their immediate families, then to live up to the “export requirements” in their corporate
charters.

The Southern colonies succeed first with tobacco, which become enormously popular in
England once shipments arrive. Over time, crops of rice and indigo (for dyeing) add
substantially to company profits.

Harsh winters and stony soil require the North to look elsewhere for desirable exports. They
find it first in lumber, for ship-building, and then in the world’s richest supply of what
Bostonians call the “sacred cod,” the catch that spawns the fishing industry in America.
Europe also proves eager for New England rum and for fur pelts used in top hats and winter
clothing.

Primary Commodities Produced As Of 1763
Colony Goods

Massachusetts Cod, herring, timber, iron
New Hampshire | Fish

Rhode Island Rum

Connecticut Corn, horses

New York Furs

Pennsylvania Flax, wheat, iron

New Jersey Sheep, apples, copper
Maryland Peaches

Virginia Tobacco, furs, cattle, iron

North Carolina | Tobacco, pigs, cattle, furs
South Carolina | Rice, indigo, cattle
Georgia Rice, indigo, silk, hides

A vigorous export/import trade cycle evolves here, with the colonists shipping their raw
commodities to England and receiving a variety of “finished goods” turned out in British
manufacturing facilities. These range from articles of clothing — shirts, trousers, dresses, shoes
— to household supplies — furniture, tableware, linen — to other “basics” -- tools, glass, paper
and tea.

As goods flow in and out, British officials collect tariffs (i.e. taxes) on them to add to
corporate and crown profits.

The Royal Navy plays an important role in guaranteeing this trade. It guards the sea lanes to
Britain and battles two main threats — smugglers seeking to avoid payment of tariffs, and
pirates intent on stealing shipments for themselves.
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Time: 1655-1718

Sidebar: Three 17t Century Pirates Of The Caribbean

A Two-Masted Schooner

While the Royal Navy is mostly successful in controlling piracy, three brigands are
immortalized for their high seas raiding exploits.

The first is Henry Morgan (1635-88), a Welshman, who is said to have boarded some 400
British ships in the Caribbean before finally being captured. On his way back home to the
gallows, King Charles Il of Spain is able to intercept, free him and name him Governor of
Jamaica, in honor of his good works. Like a cat with nine lives, Morgan lives out his life on
the island, dying there in peace after decades of crime.

The pirate William Kidd (1645-1701) is not as lucky in the end as Morgan. He is a Scotsman
who actually takes up residence for a time in New York City before settling on a life devoted
to attacking ships of the British East Indies company along the coast. He is eventually arrested
in Boson and hanged back in England.

Perhaps the most famous of all pirates is the Englishman, Edward Teach (1680-1718), whose
moniker becomes “Blackbeard.” Teach roams the Caribbean for years at will until finally....
As a warning to any future pirates, the British display his head on a pike in the harbor at
Hampton, Virginia.
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Time: 1607-1775

Sidebar: Governing The Colonies

= . e ™ From the 1607 settlement of Jamestown onward, the
thirteen colonies are governed according to the
“charters” worked out between the monarchy and the
mercantile investors.

All policy decisions affecting the colonist fall under the
purview of the King.

Local administration resides with the Governor of each
colony, who is appointed by the crown. In turn, the
Governor receives “advice” on local affairs from two
“administrative bodies.”

One is a “Council,” typically consisting of twenty or so
representatives of the joint-stock Corporation who are
focused mainly on maximizing the profit flow from the
colony.

The other becomes known as the “House of Burgesses”
— a burgess being an official, elected by property-
Lo wen . 0wning male colonists, and charged with

" MR, CHARLES NDHAM, i . N . .

communicating issues and wishes to the Governor.

A Typical English Magistrate

Each colony is eventually broken into shires, or counties, as the population become distributed
across villages. Again the officials in each county are appointed by the Governor.

Surveying the land and settling on boundaries is an important and on-going administrative
task.

Border conflicts, at times violent, persist in some regions. Massachusetts sprawls all the way
to future day Maine, interrupted by New Hampshire, which also contends with New York for
territory. The delayed seizure of New Netherlands from the Dutch in 1664 leads to disputes
between New York and New Jersey. Meanwhile, the east coast colony of Connecticut lays
claim to “western reserve” land across the Appalachians, in what becomes the state of Ohio.

By 1763, however, the shape of all thirteen colonies is pretty well determined.
Relations with England are generally harmonious. The colonists have acquired their land,

developed a viable economy, and enjoy the free pursuit of the religious practices many have
sought. The joint-stock corporations have established a profitable system of import/export
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trade. The local militias have fought side by side along with the British regulars to defeat
France and Spain.

By in large then, some 150 years after the 1607 landing at Jamestown, the colonists feel like

their risky voyages to the New World and their ongoing allegiance to the British crown have
paid off handsomely.
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Chapter 6 — The Declaration of Independence

Time: 1763-66

Britain Begins “Taxation Without Representation”

oey

Meanwhile, in Britain, the 25-year-old King George Il and Charles Townshend, his Chancellor
of the Exchequer, turn their attention to conditions in their American colonies.

What they find is that while Britain has triumphed in the field during the French & Indian Wars
(1754-63), the battle for North America has been financially costly for the crown. To help pay
off the debts, the king decides to extract more revenue from the colonists in a series of heavy-
handed acts that cumulatively end the harmony that existed between Britain and the colonies,
and leaves the Americans feeling bullied and angered, then outright rebellious.

The initial indignity is the Proclamation of 1763, which demands that any colonial families who
have settled west of the Appalachians abandon their homes and return east. Presumably so the
crown can sell back this land, won in the war, for a profit.

The Sugar Act of 1764 adds taxes on sugar, coffee, and wine, while prohibiting imports of rum
and French spirits.

Another 1764 command, the Currency Act, prohibits the colonies from issuing its own paper
money, a move that tightens British control over all economic transactions in the colonies.

In March 1765, the crown further ups the drive for revenue with the Stamp Act, which requires
that a paid-for seal be affixed to all printed material—from legal documents and licenses to
everyday items like newspapers, pamphlets, almanacs, and even playing cards. Attempts to
justify this move center on the “need to defend the colonies from future invaders.”

Colonial resistance to the Stamp Act is immediate and widespread, especially among the more
influential segments of the population: land owners, merchants, ship-builders, lawyers, and
printers. Britain has imposed another tax absent any input or debate from the elected burgesses
with their local councils and governors. Where will this end? And, besides, which enemies are
left? And hasn’t the performance of the local troops during the recent war demonstrated that the
colonists are now capable of defending themselves?

Resistance from abroad shocks the English. For show, Parliament passes the Declaratory Act,
stating that the crown has the absolute right to impose whatever demands it deems appropriate on
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its colonies. But then it repeals the Stamp Act in 1766, a first “flinch” that signals at least a token
American victory.

For the moment, both sides back off from the building tension.
*Ahhkhkkrkhkhkkhkhkhkkhkhkhkkhhkhkkikhhkkhhhkkhhhkkhhhkhhhkiiikiik
Time: December 16, 1773

The Boston Tea Party Signals Open Resistance

Ak

. 1p

Commercial ships in port

The period of calm, however, is brief.

In 1767, Townshend imposes a series of taxes on staples such as lead, paint, glass, paper, and
tea.

Organized resistance materializes around Boston. Members of a “revolutionary body” known as
the “Sons of Liberty” vow to oppose collection of the new duties by boycotting the imports.
Shortages are offset by increases in local production and smuggling.

In 1768, Britain responds with a show of force by sending troops into Boston to ensure tax
collection, and handing the bill for housing them to the colonists through the Quartering Act.

The result is a growing sense of betrayal among the colonists. Only five years earlier, they fought

and died on behalf of the king in the war against France. In return comes the imposition of
onerous taxes and armed enforcers.
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Almost inevitably, anger turns into violence. On March 5, 1770, a mob of
protesters at the custom house begin pelting British guards with stones. The
redcoats fire into the crowd, killing five civilians and wounding seven. One
victim, some say the first, is Crispus Attucks, a “mixed race mulatto,” who is
either a freedman or a run-away slave at the time of his death.

This event is christened “the Boston Massacre” and word of it spreads
rapidly across the colonies.

A British redcoat

Again, the British back off with Prime Minister Lord Frederick North rescinding the Townshend
taxes on everything but tea.

This stand-off lasts until 1773 when a new Tea Act imposes restrictions on free trade—
demanding that all sales of the commodity be funneled through British agents of the East India
Company rather than local merchants.

Reaction comes quickly. On December 16, 1773, a Sons of Liberty band, poorly disguised as
Mohawk Indians, climbs aboard British ships in the Boston Harbor and dumps 342 crates of tea
into the water.

Britain reacts quickly to this “Boston Tea Party.”
A series of punitive measures known as the “Coercive or Intolerable Acts” are mandated. The
most severe measure closes the port of Boston, which effectively shuts down the economy in the

city and threatens to starve the population. The order is to remain in place until the locals pay
15,000 pounds to cover the cost of the lost tea.
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Time: September 5, 1774

The First Continental Congress Convenes

Fr—

These “Intolerable Acts” further inflame colonial passions.

. Sons of Liberty chapters begin to spread beyond New York,

j Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Pennsylvania, eventually reaching into
! : - all thirteen colonies. Meetings are held at “Liberty Trees” in town
centers or local taverns, often led by local merchants like Sam Adams
and John Hancock, those hit hardest by new taxes.

Newspapers and broadsides capture the growing antagonism toward
Britain.

In July 1774, Thomas Jefferson, a 34-year-old Virginia planter and
burgess, publishes a pamphlet, A Summary View of the Rights of British
Carpenters’ Hall in Philadelphia, America, Iaylng his grievances against the crown and asserting that
scene of the First Continental MeN have the right to govern themselves.
Congress
This is quickly followed by a First Continental Congress—a watershed moment for the colonists,
and a precursor to the formation of a future independent national government.

It is held at the two-story Carpenters’ Hall guild house in Philadelphia over a seven-week period
beginning on September 5, 1774. Twelve of the thirteen colonies are present, with only Georgia
missing.

Peyton Randolph, speaker of the House of Burgesses in Virginia, presides over the Congress,

which comprises a total of 56 delegates, all elected by their local legislatures to speak for their
colony’s interest. Among those present are many of the men who will shape America’s future.
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Some Delegates at the First Continental Congress
Representing Total # | Some Members

New York 9 John Jay
Robert Livingston
Pennsylvania 8 Thomas Mifflin

Joseph Galloway
Thomas McKean
Robert Morris
Virginia 7 George Washington
Peyton Randolph
Richard Henry Lee
Patrick Henry

South Carolina |5 John Rutledge
Christopher Gadsden
Maryland 5 Matthew Tilghman
New Jersey 5 William Livingston
Massachusetts | 4 John Adams

Samuel Adams

Connecticut 3 Roger Sherman

Delaware 3 George Read

North Carolina | 3 Richard Caswell

Rhode Island 2 Stephen Hopkins
2

New Hampshire John Sullivan

The central debate occurs between those like the Virginian, Patrick
Henry, who favor a clean break with England, and opponents, such
Joseph Galloway, a Loyalist from Pennsylvania, who will ultimately
join the British army.

- In the end, the majority agree to send a sharp message to the crown by
imposing a boycott on all British imports to begin on December 1,
1774. This will not only reduce revenue flowing to Britain, but also
signal the growing capacity of the colonies to manufacture the finished
goods on their own.

On the question of actual independence, the Congress decides to take a
wait-and-see stance for the moment, and then reconvene a second
Congress on May 10, 1775 to revisit conditions at that time.

Patrick Henry
The Americans now look to Boston to see what happens next.
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Time: April 19, 1775
The Shot Heard Round the World

A new figure is now on the scene in Boston, Major General Thomas Gage—named on May 13,
1774, Governor of the Province of Massachusetts Bay—ready to impose martial law if need be.

Gage has been in America for almost twenty years, arriving to fight in the French & Indian
Wars, rising to become commander in chief of all British forces, settling down with his family in
New York City. He misses the Boston Tea Party while on leave in England, and returns with
orders to quell the rebellion.

Over the next year, Gage tries to harness what he regards as the potentially dangerous impulse
toward “democracy.” Rather than resort directly to force, he makes several attempts to stabilize
the situation by forming local councils to resolve conflicts. But these fail, and he becomes
increasingly concerned about rumors that the Sons of Liberty are threatening violence against the
crown.

Indeed, talk of open rebellion is now sweeping across the colonies.
Four weeks later, the inflammatory rhetoric turns into bloodshed.

On April 14, 1775, Gage orders his troops to march sixteen miles west to the town of Concord,
arrest two rabble-rousers, John Hancock and Samuel Adams, and seize all weapons that might be
used against the crown. Around 10 p.m. on the night of April 18, some 700 Infantry Regulars
under Lt. Colonel Francis Smith depart Boston to carry out Gage’s directive.

However, their plan to take the Americans by surprise is foiled by one Paul Revere, a Boston
silversmith who doubles as an intelligence agent for the “Committee on Public Safety.” Revere
learns of the planned British route—Dby boat across to the Charleston peninsula—and signals
advance warning by having two lanterns (“one if by land and two if by sea”) hung in the bell
tower of the Old North Episcopal Church. He then completes a midnight ride across the
countryside to Lexington, awakening the minuteman militias along the way, before meeting up
with Adams and Hancock to plan a defense.

Upon hearing Revere’s news, they decide to make a stand against the British troops when they
arrive.
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The American forces gather at the village of Lexington, roughly ten
miles west of Boston on the road to Concord. There, around 5 a.m.,
some 80 colonists exchange fire with British Regulars. After suffering
eight men killed and ten others wounded, they are driven away.

The redcoats reassemble and march another six miles to the town
square in Concord, which the local militia has abandoned in favor of
higher ground to the west. When a unit of roughly 90 British Regulars
cross over the Concord River at the North Bridge, they are attacked and
overwhelmed by 400 militiamen storming down from the hills.

The colonists have won their first organized battle with the mighty
British army!

John Burns of Gettysburg
(1793-1872)

By the rude bridge that arched the flood
Their flag to April’s breeze unfurled
Here once the embattled farmers stood
And fired the shot heard round the world.

Concord Hymn (1837)
Ralph Waldo Emerson

The shocked and alarmed Lt. Colonel Smith decides to retreat from Concord around noon—>but
his movement is vexed by continuous harassment from the colonists, whose forces reach over
2,000 strong as the day wears on.

All that saves the redcoats is a rescue contingent of 1,000 men under Earl Percy that meets them
around 2:30 p.m. in Lexington and opens cannon fire to momentarily stem the militia attacks.
Still, the skirmishing continues back to Boston with the infuriated redcoats ransacking homes
and stores along the way as retribution for their losses.

By nightfall, they are securely entrenched within the city, despite the remarkable assembly of
some 15,000 armed militiamen who surround it by daybreak.

The battles at Lexington and Concord are no more than minor skirmishes when it comes to real
warfare.

But April 19 casts yet another die against any hope for reconciliation with Britain.
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Time: May 2, 1775
Americans Seize the Governor’s Palace in Virginia
The Colony of Virginia rivals Massachusetts as a center of discontent.

Since 1771, the Governor of the “Province” has been the Right Honorable John Murray, a
Scotsman whose formal title is Lord Dunmore.

Dunmore’s approach to governing Virginia lies in ignoring the local council, the House of
Burgesses, and acting on his own agenda, which focuses on warfare against the Shawnee Tribe
for control over inland territory. His efforts deplete the Virginia militia and the financial coffers.

When Dunmore turns to the burgesses in 1773 for more men and money, it responds with a list
of complaints about increased taxes in general and his administrative abuses in particular. After
that, Dunmore dissolves the House of Burgesses in 1774.

This infuriates the Virginians, especially Patrick Henry, already known as the “Son of Thunder”
for his fiery oratory. On March 23, 1775, Henry’s speech to the Virginia Convention, a de facto
House backup, ends with this stirring plea:

Is life so dear, or peace so sweet, as to be purchased at the price of chains and slavery?

Forbid it, Almighty God! I know not what course others may take; but as for me, give me
liberty, or give me death!

Like General Gage in Boston, Dunmore also chooses to deprive rebel access to military supplies
in April 1775. His focus is on gunpowder stored in the armory at Williamsburg. On April 20, he
orders a small band of Royal Navy marines to transfer the gunpowder to their ship docked on
James River. But when the fifteen barrels arrive, they are met by a contingent of local militia
ordering they be returned, as property of the colony and not the king.

The stand-off boils over shortly. The rebels threaten to storm the Governor’s Palace in
Williamsburg. Dunmore announces his intent to impose martial law, free all slaves held by the
rebels, and “reduce the city to ashes.” As word of the April 19 battle at Concord spreads, more
Virginia militiamen appear, eager to drive Dunmore and the British out of Williamsburg.

Two prominent Virginians, Peyton Randolph and George Washington, lobby for a peaceful
resolution. But, on May 2, the 150-man Hanover County Militia, serving under Patrick Henry,
march on the capital. They drive Dunmore and his family out of the palace and extract a £330
payment for the gunpowder from a wealthy Loyalist in town. This temporarily ends the conflict.
Henry attends the Continental Congress and Dunmore boards the HMS Fowey, from which he
will direct future attacks against the rebels before returning to England in 1776.
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Time: May 10, 1775

The Second Continental Congress Convenes

As the conflict mounts, the colonists must
now figure out what to do next.

On May 10, 1775, they convene the Second
Continental Congress in Philadelphia at the
Pennsylvania State House, subsequently
known as Independence Hall.

While many delegates are holdovers from the
prior meeting eight months earlier, some
important new faces include John Hancock
from Massachusetts, who succeeds an ailing
Peyton Randolph as President of the Congress.

Independence Hall in Philadelphia

Ben Franklin, the 69-year-old writer, inventor, publisher, and political operative from
Pennsylvania joins them, as does the youthful Thomas Jefferson of the Virginia House of
Burgesses.

The Loyalists in the chamber muster enough support to block the “radical faction,” who continue
to call for an immediate declaration of independence from Britain.

Still, after the April 19 bloodshed at Concord and the surrounding of Boston by angry
militiamen, all delegates recognize the importance of united decisions and actions.

The first priority is national defense, in case violence intensifies. The delegates agree to form the
Continental Army, funded by domestic and foreign borrowing, with each state expected to
contribute a fair share of money, men, and materials.

The Loyalists balance the military initiatives with what becomes known as the “Olive Branch
Petition,” written by the intensely principled Quaker pacifist, John Dickinson of Pennsylvania,
whose 1768 plea calls for a unified front among the colonists:

Then join hand in hand, brave Americans all! By uniting we stand, by dividing we fall.
The petition criticizes Parliament (not King George) for onerous taxing policies, but expresses
hope for a peaceful resolution with America remaining in the British Empire. This will be one of

many back and forth entreaties on both sides of the dispute over time, none of them healing the
breach.
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Once this Second Congress opens, it will function continuously until March 1, 1781, an almost
six-year period that sees 343 delegates cycling in and out of the meetings and thirteen different
men serving as president.

Despite the lack of formal legal authority to govern, the Second Continental Congress will
muddle its way to the policies and procedures that determine the destiny of the fragile new
nation.
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Time: May 10, 1775
The Green Mountain Boys Capture Ft. Ticonderoga

On the same day the Second
Continental Congress convenes to
map out a unified strategy, an
independent band of New
Hampshire militiamen known as the
“Green Mountain Boys” capture Ft.
Ticonderoga, at the southern tip of
Lake Champlain, some 300 miles
northwest of Boston.

Ruins of Fort Ticonderoga

The raid is led by two firebrands, Ethan Allen, leader of the Boys, and Benedict Arnold of
Massachusetts, who joins the initiative at the last second.

The main goal is to prevent the British from using Ticonderoga as a staging area to mount an
attack from behind against the American militiamen surrounding Boston. They also hope to
capture the fort’s weapons, and to encourage Canada to ally with the colonies in rebellion against
the crown.

A force of 200 raiders approach the fort at daybreak on May 10, ready for action. The outcome,
however, is comical rather than heroic.

Ft. Ticonderoga, so pivotal in the French & Indian Wars, has been left essentially unprotected by
the British.

The raiders finally corral a sentry who announces the American’s presence to the fort’s
commander who, in turn, surrenders his sword.
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Unlike Concord, the rebels never fire a single shot to record their victory, one with strategic
importance.

The colonists now control a critical stepping stone into Canada and the long-range French
cannon and mortars they will use later on.
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Time: June 17, 1775

The Battle of Bunker Hill
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Gage’s forces surrounded the city of Boston

Back in Boston, the battered redcoats have retreated from Concord to their city enclave where
General Gage is tardily plotting his strategy. He has 6,500 troops at the moment, and a Royal
Navy which controls sea lanes that almost totally envelop Boston. He faces more than twice that
number of militiamen arrayed across the various land approaches to the city from the east and
south.
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When word of the Concord defeat reaches England, King George 111 ships off three top field
generals to support, then replace Gage: the conspicuously courageous, but sometimes tardy Lord
William Howe; Howe’s second in command and personal adversary, Henry Clinton, who grew
up in New York City; and finally, “Gentleman John” Burgoyne, aristocrat, playwright, rake, and
military man, ambitious for glory.

On June 14, the Continental Congress counters by naming George Washington Commander in
Chief of the Continental Army. They give Washington 2 million continental dollars to fund an
army, and order him to consult closely with Congress on all major operations. The new
commander has served in the British army for seven years, demonstrating remarkable courage
and leadership during the French & Indian Wars before resigning in 1759 at age twenty-seven.
His life since then has been that of an English aristocrat, running a vast plantation in Virginia and
mastering politics as a local burgess.

His Continental Army is a motley crew, short on weapons,
gunpowder, training, even uniforms—with its officers

~ distinguished by colored ribbons pinned to their vests—pink for
brigadiers, purple for major generals, and blue for the
commander in chief. In the beginning they enlist simply to
“stand up for their basic rights as Englishmen.” But soon
enough, in response to the king’s declaration that they are
“traitors,” they swing to the “Glorious Cause of America” and
independence from the crown.

~ Washington arrives with two initiatives in mind: drive the
British out of Boston by siege and out of Canada by striking at
Quebec City. The key to the siege will lie in controlling the
high ground encircling the city—Bunker and Breed’s Hills to
the north on the Charleston peninsula and the Dorchester
Heights east of the “Boston neck.”

General George Washington (1732-1799)

On June 17, 1775, Washington moves in the north at the Battle of Bunker Hill that ends with the
British controlling the field, but at a cost of over 1,000 casualties. Henceforth there will be no
doubt in Howe’s mind about the determination of the rebels.
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Time: August 23, 1775

George 111 Vows to Quash the Rebellion

General Washington (1732-1799)

1 The initial American move into Canada and the siege of Boston

provoke a sharp response from Britain.

On August 23, 1775, King George declares that an “open and
avowed” rebellion is under way in America and refuses to receive
the so-called “Olive Branch Petition” offered by the Second
Continental Congress.

In early October, Admiral Samuel Graves, overall commander of
the British fleet in North America, orders Lt. Henry Mowat to
conduct reprisal raids on colonial seaports associated with the
rebellion.

| Mowat assembles a five-ship fleet, heads out of Boston Harbor, and

drops anchor about 115 miles up the coast at Falmouth Harbor. On
October 18, he informs the townspeople that he intends to mete out
punishment for their defiance of the crown, to commence in two
hours. When the locals refuse to pledge allegiance to the king,
Mowat begins an eight-hour bombardment of the now abandoned

city, followed by a landing party of marines instructed to burn everything left standing. In the
end some 400 buildings and homes are destroyed.

The king then takes another signal step against the colonists on October 27, 1775 in a hardline
speech delivered to the opening of Parliament. He states that the rebels have broken their vows
of allegiance to the crown—in effect calling them traitors—and that he intends to use his own

forces, as well as foreign alliances, to suppress the conspirators.

So much hope of some for an “Olive Branch” solution.
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Time: December 30, 1775

Americans Retreat After Defeat at Quebec City
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Soon after the June 1775 battle at Bunker Hill, Washington decides to go on the offensive and
invade Canada.

The prize is the British citadel at Quebec City, scene of their famous victory over the French in
1759. The additional hope, which will prove futile, being that once the fighting begins the British
settlers in Canada will join the rebel cause.

Overall command of the invasion is given to Major General Philip Schuyler, a member of the
Second Continental Congress from New York, who previously fought for England in the French
& Indian Wars.

Field command falls to General Richard Montgomery, who moves northeast up the St. Lawrence
River, taking Ft. Ticonderoga on May 10, 1775 and Montreal on November 14.

He is joined there by a precocious nineteen-year-old, Aaron Burr, who interrupts his study of law

to engage in frontline combat against Britain over the next four years. Montgomery immediately
promotes Burr to the rank of captain, and selects him as his aide-de-camp.
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On December 2, these two join up below Quebec with Benedict Arnold, who has slogged his
way overland from the southeast. Between them, they have 900 men to throw against the 1,000
British troops under Major General Guy Carleton, recently appointed to defend the stronghold.

On the snowy night of December 30, 1775, the Americans begin to move against Quebec City,
with Arnold’s 600 men advancing on the right toward the Palace Gate and Montgomery’s 300
men coming up on the left, across the Plains of Abraham.
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Montgomery and Arnold attack Quebec City

But the American assault fails. Arnold is shot in the ankle and turns command over to Brigadier
Daniel Morgan. Montgomery is killed by the first English volley, and Burr, along with his
disheartened troops, turns back. By dawn on New Year’s Eve, Carleton retains control of the
city, with casualties of only eighteen men against 60 killed or wounded Americans and 426
others captured.

A lackluster siege of the city follows, but the American momentum has run its course—and the
British soon begin their roll-back of America’s incursion into Canada.

Naval control around Quebec brings Carleton reinforcements—7,000 Regulars and 3,000

German mercenaries—bringing his muster up to 11,000 men. Over the next ten months he
throws them against an expanded force of 6,000 retreating Americans under Schuyler and
General Horatio Gates, who succeeds the dead Montgomery.

Back come the rebels, exiting Montreal in June 1776, with even the belligerent Arnold voicing
his dismay.

The junction (with) Canada is now at an end. Let us quit (here) and secure our own
country before it is too late.
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But the English chase him, sailing another 75 miles down Lake Champlain to a victory on
October 11, at Valcour Island, over a ramshackle “fleet” of mostly flat-bottomed, single-masted,
three-gun boats scrounged up by Arnold.

Both sides now pause for the winter, with Carleton back north at St. John’s Island and Schuyler,
Gates, and Arnold returning south to their final stronghold at Ft. Ticonderoga.
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Time: March 17, 1776
The British Are Forced Out of Boston

& After the Battle of Bunker Hill, a nine-month period of essential
stalemate sets in around Boston. Washington lacks the long-range
cannon needed to threaten Gage’s troops in the city—while Gage is
able to resupply his force from British ships entering the harbor
unmolested.

- Washington’s focus now shifts south, to Dorchester Heights, which
R threatens both the city itself and the shipping lanes. But to succeed,

. Washington needs artillery with two-mile range, and obtaining them

will require a minor miracle.

The miracle is performed by 25-year-old Colonel Henry Knox.

Bunker Hill Monument, Boston

His feat lies in transporting 54 heavyweight mortars and cannon from the captured Ft.
Ticonderoga 300 miles down Lake George and overland across the Berkshire Mountains to
Boston. The task is one of brute force, made doubly difficult by severe snow, ice, and bitter cold.
On January 27, after a seven-week trek, Knox and his guns reach Boston.

Once they arrive, Washington throws all his resources into constructing a surprise redoubt and
battery on Dorchester Heights. His engineers work secretly and silently throughout the night of
March 4. When the British in Boston wake the next day, they see the guns of Ft. Ticonderoga
pointed their way.

Washington now hopes that Howe will come out to attack him, but with Howe’s fleet vulnerable
to the shore batteries, evacuation becomes the only option. On March 8, Howe signals
Washington that he will not burn Boston if he is allowed to leave unmolested. Washington
accedes, and on March 17, 120 craft carry 8,900 troops and just over 2,000 women, children, and
Loyalists out to sea, headed for Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Boston is now back in the hands of the rebels.
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Time: July 4, 1776
The Second Continental Congress Declares American Independence

The summer of 1776 marks fifteen months since the outbreak of
fighting at Concord—fifteen months in which the colonies have
governed themselves and roughly held their own in battle against
the British Regulars.

Driven by these tailwinds, the “radicals” at the Second Continental
Congress in Philadelphia are ready to force the issue of a final break
with the crown.

The move is reinforced by a widely circulated pamphlet titled
Common Sense, written by Thomas Paine, formerly a disgruntled
tax collector in Britain.

Signing the Declaration of Independence

Paine emigrates to Philadelphia in 1774 on the advice of Ben Franklin, with whom he shares a
penchant for science, invention, and journalism. He becomes editor of the Pennsylvania
Magazine and soon takes up the cause of the American rebellion. Paine is a visionary, and his
stirring rhetoric touches the colonists.

We have it in our power to begin the world over again.

OnJune 7, 1776, Virginian Richard Henry Lee, who works hand in glove over time with John
Adams of Massachusetts, offers a resolution to that effect.

Resolved: That these United Colonies are, and of right ought to be, free and
independent States, that they are absolved from all allegiance to the British
Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great
Britain is, and ought to be, totally dissolved.

Thomas Paine (1737-1809)

Seven states immediately support Lee’s resolution, but six others waver, which leads to a three-
week hiatus as delegates return home for further local debate.
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In the interim, the remaining delegates set up a series of “writing committees” to draft documents
directed at gaining credibility and worldwide acceptance for a new nation.

First and foremost is a Declaration of Independence, assigned to a Committee of Five, including
John Adams, Roger Sherman, Robert Livingston, Ben Franklin, and Thomas Jefferson, who pens
a first draft.

The tone is restrained and appropriately respectful for an audience
including the world’s hereditary monarchs—George 111 in England, Louis
XV1 in France, Charles 111 in Spain, and Frederick Il in Prussia—all of

- whom will be threatened by the content.
\‘ It begins with a statement of overall purpose—to explain why America is
breaking away from the crown.

When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people
to dissolve the political bonds which have connected them with another,
and to assume...the separate station to which the laws of nature entitle
them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires that they
should declare the causes...of the separation.

Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

From there, it sets out a series of beliefs about th