Conflict Resolution

Ahab and Naboth

The Law and the Prophets regulated the civil, as well as the religious life of the
children of Israel. The Law, as the apostle Paul affirmed, saying, “Is holy, and the
commandment holy, and righteous, and good” (Romans 7:12). Where the law
lacked was in that it did not provide for the remission of sins. Rather, the high
priest entered into the holy of holies once a year to offer up sacrifices for
himself, and for the people, on the Day of Atonement, Moses saying, “he shall
make atonement for the priests and for all the people of the assembly. And this
shall be an everlasting statute unto you, to make atonement for the children of
Israel because of all their sins once in the year” (Leviticus 16:33-34). Jesus, on
the other hand, “For such a high priest became us, holy, guileless, undefiled,
separated from sinners, and made higher than the heavens; who needeth not
daily, like those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for his own sins, and
then for the sins of the people: for this he did once for all, when he offered up
himself” (Hebrews 7:26-27). Nevertheless, the Law of Moses fulfilled its purpose
in the restraining the lawless: “But we know that the law is good, if a man use it
lawfully, as knowing this, that law is not made for a righteous man, but for the
lawless and unruly, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for
murderers of fathers and murderers of mothers, for manslayers, for fornicators,
for abusers of themselves with men, for menstealers, for liars, for false swearers,
and if there be any other thing contrary to the sound doctrine; according to the
gospel of the glory of the blessed God, which was committed to my trust” (1
Timothy 1:8-11).

The scriptures provide, not only, knowledge of God’s attitude toward the
violation of law, and what was to become of those who rebelled, but also an
insight into the intent of those who violate the law. For the peacemaker, and



those who attempt to secure a Resolution among men in Conflict, it is necessary,
in order to render a just verdict, that those who seek the resolution be aware of
the devices of the wicked in their attempts to wrest justice: our consideration in
this segment involves just such wickedness. Being aware of the varied devices
of the wicked the peacemaker will approach all Conflict Resolutions with an
insight to not be overtaken by the devices of the wicked.

The Conflict: “And it came to pass after these things, that Naboth the Jezreelite
had a vineyard, which was in Jezreel, hard by the palace of Ahab king of Samaria.
And Ahab spake unto Naboth, saying, Give me thy vineyard, that | may have it
for a garden of herbs, because it is near unto my house; and | will give thee for
it a better vineyard than it: or, if it seem good to thee, | will give thee the worth
of it in money. And Naboth said to Ahab, Jehovah forbid it me, that | should give
the inheritance of my fathers unto thee. And Ahab came into his house heavy
and displeased because of the word which Naboth the Jezreelite had spoken to
him; for he had said, | will not give thee the inheritance of my fathers. And he
laid him down upon his bed, and turned away his face, and would eat no bread.
But Jezebel his wife came to him, and said unto him, Why is thy spirit so sad,
that thou eatest no bread? And he said unto her, Because | spake unto Naboth
the Jezreelite, and said unto him, Give me thy vineyard for money; or else, if it
please thee, | will give thee another vineyard for it: and he answered, | will not
give thee my vineyard. And Jezebel his wife said unto him, Dost thou now govern
the kingdom of Israel? arise, and eat bread, and let thy heart be merry: | will give
thee the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite. So she wrote letters in Ahab's name,
and sealed them with his seal, and sent the letters unto the elders and to the
nobles that were in his city, and that dwelt with Naboth. And she wrote in the
letters, saying, Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the people: and
set two men, base fellows, before him, and let them bear witness against him,
saying, Thou didst curse God and the king. And then carry him out, and stone
him to death. And the men of his city, even the elders and the nobles who dwelt
in his city, did as Jezebel had sent unto them, according as it was written in the



letters which she had sent unto them. They proclaimed a fast, and set Naboth
on high among the people. And the two men, the base fellows, came in and sat
before him: and the base fellows bare witness against him, even against Naboth,
in the presence of the people, saying, Naboth did curse God and the king. Then
they carried him forth out of the city, and stoned him to death with stones. Then
they sent to Jezebel, saying, Naboth is stoned, and is dead. And it came to pass,
when Jezebel heard that Naboth was stoned, and was dead, that Jezebel said to
Ahab, Arise, take possession of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to give thee for money; for Naboth is not alive, but dead. And it came
to pass, when Ahab heard that Naboth was dead, that Ahab rose up to go down
to the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, to take possession of it” (1 Kings 21:1-
16).

Jehovah’s Resolution: “And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, Arise, go down to meet Ahab king of Israel, who dwelleth in Samaria:
behold, he is in the vineyard of Naboth, whither he is gone down to take
possession of it. And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith Jehovah,
Hast thou killed and also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him,
saying, Thus saith Jehovah, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth
shall dogs lick thy blood, even thine. And Ahab said to Elijah, Hast thou found
me, O mine enemy? And he answered, | have found thee, because thou hast sold
thyself to do that which is evil in the sight of Jehovah. Behold, | will bring evil
upon thee, and will utterly sweep thee away and will cut off from Ahab every
man-child, and him that is shut up and him that is left at large in Israel: and |
will make thy house like the house of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, and like the
house of Baasha the son of Ahijah for the provocation wherewith thou hast
provoked me to anger, and hast made Israel to sin. And of Jezebel also spake
Jehovah, saying, The dogs shall eat Jezebel by the rampart of Jezreel. Him that
dieth of Ahab in the city the dogs shall eat; and him that dieth in the field shall
the birds of the heavens eat. (But there was none like unto Ahab, who did sell
himself to do that which was evil in the sight of Jehovah, whom Jezebel his wife



stirred up. And he did very abominably in following idols, according to all that
the Amorites did, whom Jehovah cast out before the children of Israel.)” (1 Kings
21:17-26).

One of the interesting facets of this event was the actions of Ahab, and Jehovah’s
mercy toward him: “And it came to pass, when Ahab heard those words, that he
rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon his flesh, and fasted, and lay in
sackcloth, and went softly. And the word of Jehovah came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, Seest thou how Ahab humbleth himself before me? because he humbleth
himself before me, | will not bring the evil in his days; but in his son's days will
| bring the evil upon his house.” (1 Kings 21:27-29), and thus we see that
“Jehovah is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart, And saveth such as are of
a contrite spirit” (Psalms 34:18).

Now, the judgment was to come, but not in Ahab’s day. As for Jezebel, “when
Jehu was come to Jezreel, Jezebel heard of it; and she painted her eyes, and
attired her head, and looked out at the window. And as Jehu entered in at the
gate, she said, Is it peace, thou Zimri, thy master's murderer? And he lifted up
his face to the window, and said, Who is on my side? who? And there looked out
to him two or three eunuchs. And he said, Throw her down. So they threw her
down; and some of her blood was sprinkled on the wall, and on the horses: and
he trod her under foot. And when he was come in, he did eat and drink; and he
said, See now to this cursed woman, and bury her; for she is a king's daughter.
And they went to bury her; but they found no more of her than the skull, and
the feet, and the palms of her hands. Wherefore they came back, and told him.
And he said, This is the word of Jehovah, which he spake by his servant Elijah
the Tishbite, saying, In the portion of Jezreel shall the dogs eat the flesh of
Jezebel; and the body of Jezebel shall be as dung upon the face of the field in
the portion of Jezreel, so that they shall not say, This is Jezebel” (2 Kings 9:30-
37).

Judgment will come, and as Moses said to Reuben and God, “behold, ye have
sinned against Jehovah; and be sure your sin will find you out” (Numbers 32:23):



in this life, or that which is to come, as affirmed by the apostle Paul, saying
“Some men's sins are evident, going before unto judgment; and some men also
they follow after” (1 Timothy 5:24).



