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President’s Message 
Submitted by Mike Pearl, President 

 

  

The February member meeting highlighted the 150th 

anniversary of Colorado’s statehood and the U.S.’s 250th 

anniversary of nationhood. The combined celebration happens 

every year because Colorado was admitted to the Union in 

1876 (the only state admitted that year). Admittedly, this is a 

special year, and Addie Bouck and Teagen Wooden, from 

History Colorado and members of the America 250-Colorado 

150 Commission, were on hand to update us on the activities 

and the apps. Thank you to Vice President Hans Kleinschmidt 

for arranging the program. 

Elections are coming up for the next RMGA officer term 

(June 1, 2026-May 31, 2027). I am not putting my name 

forward for president for the coming term. I have been 

president for a combined 7 years; and I believe it is time to 

share the benefits of holding office in RMGA with other 

members. Please consider taking your turn in leading the 

organization by becoming an officer or a committee chairperson. What I’ve gained is a wider 

network of contacts for tour guiding. I hope you will discover the same or more benefits. 

Are you craving a Familiarization Trip? I know I am. Steve Kaverman is chairing a FAM event for 

June. Read more about it here. But one FAM is never enough. Why don’t you start setting one up? 

Find some guidance elsewhere in this issue of the Guide Line. 
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I have “inherited” boxes of binders of materials from past RMGA officers. Among the documents 

are back issues of the Guide Line newsletter. To make these editions available to our membership, 

I have “scanned” them to .pdf documents. I have most of the printings dating to Volume 1, 

Number 1, June 1993, thanks to former secretaries Nancy Brueggeman and Bonnie Custer and 

retired (and founding) member Sid Wilson of A Private Guide. Despite their best efforts, the 

collection is missing some issues: December 2002, November 1995, and January 1994. Please 

check your closets and file cabinets for those issues. When you locate them, contact me so that I 

can add them to the digital library. Thanks. 

Elaine Rodriguez, Executive Director of the International Association of Tour Guides and Guides 

(IATDG) has sent RMGA members a special invitation. To gain additional attention, RMGA 

members may post their profiles to IATDG’s searchable database for Tour Directors and Tour 

Guides. Check out her invitation here. There are no fees for a basic posting. 

As a civic organization, RMGA is owned and operated by its members. It is truly a democratic 

organization and relies on its members to give it relevance and life. RMGA will continue to serve 

tour guide professionals only if current members engage in organizational activities. Seriously 

consider taking on one of the Leadership and Volunteer Opportunities available in the Association. 

They are listed elsewhere in this issue. I am tremendously grateful for the members who volunteer 

to take on Board positions and or Committee Chair positions. 

-Mike Pearl, President, RMGA 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for submissions for the April Guide Line is Monday, March 30, 2026.  

Future contributions should be emailed to Guide Line editor Eileen Pearl at 

rmgaeditor@rockymountaintourguides.com. If anyone has photos to share, please send them along 

with either a short description and/or names. 

 

 

  

FROM THE EDITOR 

mailto:rmgaeditor@rockymountaintourguides.com
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Submitted by Tom Jensen 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

Monthly Visitors to the RMGA Website 

Below is a year-to-date comparison of the number of visitors that viewed the RMGA 

Website.  

 

 

COMMITTEE UPDATES 

Communications Committee 
 

 

These updates have been made to the website since the last report: 

• Added new page “2026 Program Schedule” 

• Added new page “2026 Program Recordings” 

• Uploaded January Program “Denver’s 16th Street Redevelopment Project” to 

2026 Program Recording page 

• Uploaded February Program “America 250 Colorado 150 Celebration!!!!” to the 

2026 Program Recording page. These videos can be accessed through the 

“members only” page. 
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What’s Coming Up: 

 

Access to Members Only Page – In March (delayed from February) members will receive 

the new access code and instructions for the Members Only page. On this page you will 

discover archived copies of the Guide Line, Program and FAM triip reviews, and 

governing documents. 

 

Profile Update – Profiles from people who did not renew their membership will be 

removed. A year will be added to the “Years Experience” category. For instructions on 

creating or changing your Profile see the “Creating & Changing Your Profile” button on 

the Members Only page. 

Profile Update – For instructions on creating or changing your Profile see the “Creating & 

Changing Your Profile” button on the Members Only page. 

 

E-Mail Distribution: 

The distribution of e-mails continues to be done on a temporary basis. If you are interested 

in sending out the e-mail blasts, contact Mike Pearl at 

rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com. 

 

If you are not receiving e-mails please contact Tom Jensen at 

rmgacommunications@rockymountaintourguides.com. 

 
 
 

 

 
Submitted by Mike Pearl 

Denver Water Familiarization (FAM) Tour, June 24, 2026 

Steve Kaverman and a committee of members are planning a FAM tour of the Denver Water 

System on Wednesday June 24. The event will include a tour of the Waterton Canyon Facility, 

lunch and Q&A with the host Steve Snyder, Public Affairs Specialist for Denver Water, and a 

tour of the Marston Water Treatment Plant. Given everything happening with water in 

Colorado, and with negotiations involving the upper and lower Colorado River basin states, 

there will be a lot of interest among RMGA members, who will learn a lot. Watch for 

registration and further details coming soon. 

 

Call for Familiarization (FAM) Tours. Did you come across an experience that all members should 

know about? Is there a venue, attraction, or place that you’d like to learn about? That’s a great 

excuse for a FAM trip. We haven’t had many since COVID that we’ve forgotten why and how to 

conduct them. 

FAM trips usually occur over a 6-hour time (ideally, 9:00 am-3:00 pm) on a weekday. Members 

get an inside look at a venue or attraction (or two) during a morning session and an afternoon 

Education Committee 

mailto:rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:rmgacommunications@rockymountaintourguides.com


 

 

 

Copyright March 2026 

  Rocky Mountain Guides Association 

5 

session and have lunch together in the middle. The event provides a great opportunity for members 

to sharpen their knowledge about places and to network with venue and attraction operators. (As 

well as each other.) 

Organize a FAM Trip. Contact President Mike Pearl to get the ball rolling. 

 
 

 

 

 
Submitted by Mike Pearl, Membership Committee Chair 

SB Ford. SB has been leading tours with Discover Denver Tours for a year. Along with city tours 

of Denver, SB’s repertoire includes ghost tours and art tours. Welcome, SB! 

The RMGA Board of Directors thanks you for your membership. The latest membership directory 

is posted on the Members Only page of the RMGA Website. Is your information correct? Reach 

out to our newest members to welcome them personally. 

RMGA welcomes new members! Do your part to improve and expand RMGA’s knowledge base 

by increasing the number and diversity of our members. The best means is for each of us to make a 

personal connection with non-member tour guides. 

Invite tour guides to RMGA’s next meeting in-person or on Zoom. Send their contact information 

to Membership Committee Chair Mike Pearl so they can be included on the Zoom Meeting 

Invitation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Submitted by Mike Pearl, Nominating Committee Chair 

Nominations for the Board of Directors for the 2026-27 term are being requested. The 

Nominations Committee must submit a slate of nominees for the offices at the March 2 Board of 

Directors Meeting and the March 9 Membership Meeting. The slate of candidates so far: 

President – Hans Kleinschmidt 

Vice President –  

Secretary –  

Treasurer – Brad Hatfield 

Director at Large – Mike Pearl 

The Nominating Committee urges all members to sign up to be considered. RMGA is an 

organization that we’ve joined to improve our own professionalism and to promote the tour 

guiding profession. It’s important that we all “take our turn” as members of the Board of Directors. 

Membership Committee 

Nominations Committee 

mailto:rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:rmgamembership@rockymountaintourguides.com
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Contact a current Board member to find out more. Contact information is on the last page of the 

Guide Line. 

Nominating Committee Members are reaching out to members to invite you to consider being an 

officer or committee chair. Please, give their request your fullest consideration. 

 

 
 

 

 
Submitted by Hans Kleinschmidt, Program Coordinator 

WHAT: RMGA Member Meeting & Program 

WHEN: March 9, 2026 

WHERE: At your place, via Zoom 

Networking: 6:00 pm 

Business: 6:30 pm 

Program: 6:45 pm 

PROGRAM: Tour Guide Professionalism and Customer Service 

During this share session, RMGA members will describe their best practices in serving their 

customers while on tour. Members of the RMGA Board of Directors will answer your 

questions about the organization and operation of our Association. This session is a unique 

opportunity for new members to learn about our Association and our profession, and for 

veteran members to pick up some new perspectives. Please attend with ideas to share and a 

favorite beverage. 

PARKING: Your place. 

Since the program is available via Zoom, send the Zoom invitation code to a potential member. 

GUESTS: Members are encouraged to invite potential members as guests to the meeting. 

GUEST FEES 

1st & 2nd Time, Same Guest Visit: Free 

3rd – 5th Times, Same Guest Visit: $10.00 each time 

SUCCEEDING TIMES, SAME GUEST: the Guest MUST join RMGA 

2026 Calendar of Programs 

March 9: Brush up on your Customer Service 

April 13: Annual Meeting (Elections) – Summer Season Preview 

May 11: Denver’s Union Station 

October 12: TBA 

November 9: TBA 

Two program dates are available – October 12 and November 9. Contact Mike Pearl or Hans 

Kleinschmidt with your idea for that program. What can you do to put together a program? 

Because of our ZOOM account, programs can originate from any of our members’ 

locations in Colorado and New Mexico. 

Program Committee 

mailto:rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:hans1986@hotmail.com
mailto:hans1986@hotmail.com
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Submitted by Tom Jensen, Public Relations Committee Chair 

 

 
 

Wade Blank Civic Center Station 
 

 
Civic Center Station, April 30, 2019. 
Kevin J. Beaty/Denverite 

 
Station Renamed to Honor Disability Rights Advocate 

Public Relations Committee 
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On January 4, 2026, the station was renamed to honor ADA advocate, Rev. Wade Blank, an 

important figure in the disability rights and independent living movements. After working at a 

nursing home in 1971, and witnessing how disabled residents were mistreated, Blank formed 

Atlantis, a haven for people with disabilities to live semi-independently. He then co-founded 

ADAPT, a political offshoot critical in raising awareness of the disabled community. In 1978, Rev. 

Blank led the famous Gang of 19, who protested in front of RTD buses, disrupting service for two 

days, demanding more accessible transportation and kickstarting a nationwide disability rights 

movement. 

In 2023, RTD recognized Rev. Blank and the Gang of 19 with a plaque rededication at the station, 

steps away from the site of the 1978 protests. The renaming of Wade Blank Civic Center Station 

comes as a result of extensive community support and is a fitting tribute to a community member so 

influential to the rights of the disabled and transit. 

 

New station name, same great service 

Completely renovated in 2016, Wade Blank Civic Center Station (formerly Civic Center Station) 

offers nine bus bays serving 18 routes and more than 15,000 passengers a day. It features a bus ramp 

extension connecting Broadway to Lincoln. The station also provides a key turnaround point for 

both the 16th Street FreeRide and the Free MetroRide and is also the location of Civic Center Plaza. 

 

From the Denverite and RTD-Denver 

 
 

 
 
At the February Meeting, Addie and Teagan gave us a brief description of an exciting new exhibit 

at History Colorado as part of Colorado's 150 celebration. Here are excerpts from a Denver Post 

article on the exhibit. 

 

New Colorado exhibit doesn’t whitewash history — a novel approach in today’s 

political climate 

 

‘Moments that Made US’ uses artifacts to highlight the 50 most important 

moments in the country’s history 
 

History Colorado has named its newest exhibition “Moments that Made US,” but the most important 

word in that title is “US.” 
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Not that the moments are insignificant. The exhibition singles out 50 objects that are meant to 

symbolize “the struggles, triumphs and resilience that have shaped the nation.” The show is part of 

a statewide initiative to celebrate the country’s 250th anniversary, which coincides with Colorado’s 

150th anniversary. 

 

And so the list of objects that formed us includes a spoon forged by patriot and silversmith Paul 

Revere to commemorate the “moment” that was the 1773 Boston Tea Party. But it also includes a 

poster offering a $150 reward for the capture of an escaped slave that was printed after the 1850 

Fugitive Slave Act, another key “moment” in this exhibition’s lineup. 

 

The exhibition has glass negatives of photographs of Yellowstone National Park taken by William 

Henry Jackson, commemorating the park’s 1872 founding. But it also has an 1893 election ballot 

from Pitkin County, commemorating the right of women to vote. 

 

It has a battered helmet used by a firefighter responding to the emergency that was the 2001 World 

Trade Center bombing. But it also has a Black Lives Matter poster from 2020. 

 

To read the complete review:  https://www.denverpost.com/2026/02/16/history-colorado-moments-

that-made-us/ 

 

 

 
 

18 years of 'Blucifer' at Denver International Airport 
 
Denver's "Blucifer," a striking 32-foot statue at the airport, intrigues with its vivid history and tragic 

creation. 

 

Happy Birthday, Blucifer! 

 

By Ray Mark Rinaldi | media@rayrinaldi.com | The Denver Post 

PUBLISHED: February 16, 2026 at 6:00 AM MST 

https://www.denverpost.com/2026/02/16/history-colorado-moments-that-made-us/
https://www.denverpost.com/2026/02/16/history-colorado-moments-that-made-us/
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Travelers heading to and from Denver International Airport (DIA) have been greeted for 18 years 

by a blue horse statue called "Mustang." 

 

However, most people tend to affectionally refer to the statue as "Blucifer" due to its piercing red 

eyes.  

 

Weighing at 9,000 lbs. and standing at 32-feet-tall, the fiberglass sculpture “references the grandeur 

of the Mexican muralists, the energy of the Southwest and the bright colors he experienced as a 

youth in his father's sign-making company.”  

 

It was originally commissioned in 1992 for $300,000 as part of DIA's original public art plan and 

was completed on February 11, 2008. 

 

Conspiracy theories about Mustang have run widespread across the internet, however, there is one 

thing that remains true.  

 

The statue’s creator, Luis Jiménez, was killed when a section of the sculpture's three sections came 

loose in his New Mexico studio, pinning him, and severing an artery in his leg in 2006.  

 

After his death, family and friends made the decision to complete the sculpture. Jiménez’s son took 

over the project to make sure Mustang got finished. 

 

5 facts about Blucifer: 

• Mustang's eyes are made out of LED lights, and the maintenance team has changed them just 

once in DIA's lifetime.  
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• A team of professionals helps do maintenance work on Blucifer's paint as the mustang 

becomes weathered. Every year, a local art fabrication and conservation company gives him 

an exam and a cleaning. They check for any cracks or chips caused by the elements, like hail, 

rain, snow and wind. The airport says the sculpture typically collects a layer of dirt, dust and 

bird poop throughout the year, too. The entire thing is washed by hand with distilled water. 

Typically, any holes or cracks are filled and it's repainted with an airbrush. The process can 

take a couple of weeks. 

 

• Mustang is insured, just like all of the art at DIA. This insurance policy is based on its initial 

commission amount of $650,000 in 1993. 

 

• A tagger vandalized Mustang in 2019. DIA did update security measures because of this, 

but, for obvious reasons, they won't say what. 

 

• The statue is partially modelled after Jiménez's very own Appaloosa stallion, named 

Blackjack. 

 

Published by Nine News 2/12/26 

 

 
 

This Massive Denver Dance Studio is About Way More Than 
Just Dance 
 
The newly expanded Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Center in Five Points 

makes space for performance and community wellness. 
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The newly expanded Cleo Parker Robinson Dance center in Five Points. Photo courtesy of 

Mortenson 

 
The strangest thing about Malik Robinson’s new office is how quiet it is. Things have only gotten 

busier at Cleo Parker Robinson Dance (CPRD), but thanks to the organization’s newly expanded 

digs in Five Points, CPRD’s chief executive officer sometimes opens his office door to discover a 

building packed with people that he didn’t know were there. 

 

The soundproofing is one of the stranger perks of CPRD’s expansion—a 25,000-square-foot 

addition that nearly doubles the size of the 55-year-old dance company’s headquarters. Built adjacent 

to the historic Shorter AME Church, where CPRD has operated since 1988, the $25 million facility 

officially opened in January with four new dance studios, an underground theater with 240 

retractable seats, a two-story glass atrium, and enough programming capacity that Malik, son of 

founder Cleo Parker Robinson, sometimes forgets how many events are running at once. 
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Inside the Freeman Studio of newly expanded Cleo Parker Robinson Dance center in Five Points. 

Photo courtesy of Mortenson 

 
The building, designed by Denver-based Fentress Studios and constructed by Mortenson, opened 

debt-free after years of fundraising that included grants, tax credits, and private donations. It’s the 

kind of expansion that changes what an organization is capable of, and for CPRD, that means 

becoming less of a single-use dance venue and more of a community hub. 

 

The expansion’s name—Cleo Parker Robinson Dance Center for the Healing Arts—reflects a 

philosophy that its founder has built into the organization’s mission since its inception. 
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Inside the lobby of the newly expanded Cleo Parker Robinson Dance center in Five Points. Photo 

courtesy of Mortenson 

 
Article written by Barbara O'Neil, February 6, 2026. Published by 5280 
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Submitted by Mike Pearl, President 

 

Rocky Mountain Guides Association represents professional tour guides in Colorado and the 

Rocky Mountain Region to tourism-related organizations. As vice president and president, Hans 

Kleinschmidt and I meet with other leaders of US tour guide associations and guilds through 

monthly Zoom meetings. We report to RMGA members the information from those meetings. 

President Mike Pearl and Vice President Hans Kleinschmidt represent RMGA to  

• National Federation of Tourist Guides Associations monthly leadership meetings, and  

• Care for Colorado Partners quarterly meetings 

Tom Jensen and the Public Relations Committee lead in keeping RMGA (and us professional tour 

guides) in the forefront of the minds of local tourism industry leaders. He is our liaison to VISIT 

Denver, the Colorado Tourism Organization, VISIT Colorado Springs, and Tour Colorado, among 

other such organizations. Do you know of a tourism organization with which RMGA should be 

affiliated? Contact Tom with information. 

The RMGA Website and the RMGA Facebook Page are the digital faces of the organization. They 

are resources available for members to use to promote their own activities and develop business 

leads. 

The Guide Line newsletter disseminates relevant information to members in nine monthly 

installments. 

RMGA Email Blasts inform members of available job opportunities as well as time-sensitive 

information. 

VISIT Denver “Go the EXTRA Mile” Training 

Submitted by Mike Pearl, President 

VISIT Denver’s Front Line Staff Training Program “Go the EXTRA Mile” has returned. Many 

members of RMGA have taken the training and have found it very valuable. The training program 

is free to RMGA members because of RMGA’s partnership with VISIT Denver. 

What’s in Your Library? 

Submitted by Mike Pearl, President 

RMGA members wanting to form a book club, contact President Mike Pearl. 

RMGA Facebook Page 

Another way for members to communicate with each other is the RMGA Facebook page. Find it at 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RMGAssoc. It’s a great place for members to post pictures and 

tidbits of information that we all can use. 

RMGA Guide Line 

ORGANIZATION ACTIVITIES 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/RMGAssoc
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The official way that RMGA as an organization communicates with members is by means of the 

newsletter, Guide Line, published September through May. Editor Eileen Pearl collects articles 

submitted by members for the benefit of professional tour guiding. In addition to RMGA members, 

the Guide Line is sent to the Colorado Tourism Organization (CTO), the National Federation of 

Tourist Guide Associations (NFTGA), and other tourism-promoting organizations. The newsletter 

is distributed by Tom Jensen, in his temporary role as transmitter of the RMGA email Blasts. Send 

your articles to Eileen Pearl. 

RMGA Leadership and Volunteer Opportunities 

Members are encouraged to volunteer to lead these committees: 

• Certification Committee Chair (Must have the RMGA Colorado Certification) 

• Education Committee Chair 

• Email Distribution Committee Chair 

• Program Committee Chair 

Contact any Board member with your interest. 

 

Memorable Experiences on Tour 

Please use the Guide Line to share some of your memorable experiences so that we can all learn. 

Email your submissions to the Editor. You may also post to the RMGA Facebook page. 

Future Conferences & Meetings 

Are you going? Send stories of your experiences to the Editor. Post comments to the RMGA 

Facebook page. This way, we can all learn. 

National Federation of Tourist Guide Associations-USA (NFTGA-USA) Salt Lake City, Utah, 

January 13-15, 2027. Registration opens in 2026. 

 

Are You Colo-Ready? 

RMGA is a Stewardship Partner with the Care for Colorado Coalition. Check out the RMGA logo 

alongside other Stewardship Partners at https://www.colorado.com/care-colorado-coalition. Watch 

for this logo on the RMGA website and the Guide Line: 

The Care for Colorado Coalition has joined with Do Colorado Right to 

amplify the message. RMGA has access to Care for Colorado assets such as 

stickers and flyers. Contact President Mike Pearl with your request for 

materials. 

 

Prepare for Winter Adventures 

March 2026 

From the tallest mountain peaks and the high plains to the dramatic canyons and sand-dune 

deserts, many species call Colorado home, making it the perfect destination for wildlife 

enthusiasts to catch a glimpse of nature at its finest. 

mailto:rmgaeditor@rockymountaintourguides.com.
mailto:rmgaeditor@rockymountaintourguides.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RMGAssoc
mailto:rmgaeditor@rockymountaintourguides.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/RMGAssoc
https://www.colorado.com/care-colorado-coalition
mailto:rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com
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Encounters with animals can be exciting, magical and gratifying — but it’s important to 

remember that the outdoors are first and foremost a home to them, and with that comes the 

responsibility to ensure visitors and travelers are courteous guests. 

Wildlife needs plenty of space to feel safe, so encourage visitors to keep their distance and use 

the thumb trick when in doubt (if they can cover their view of the entire animal with their 

thumb while their arm is outstretched, they’re at a safe distance). Otherwise, avoid unwanted 

encounters and keep wildlife healthy by preventing wildlife from getting access to human food 

and other waste. 

Help us care for Colorado’s wildlife by sharing these tips for visitors to keep in mind when 

exploring our beautiful state. 

(From the Care for Colorado Monthly Messaging newsletter, March 2026.) Click here to view 

the newsletter. 

Do Colorado Right Passport Launches 

The Do Colorado Right Passport launches to kick off the Colorado Passport Program as part of 

the America 250–Colorado 150 celebration. This free, year-long digital experience invites 

travelers to explore the Centennial State while supporting sustainable travel by using GPS 

check-ins at EV chargers, bike rentals, visitor centers, transit-friendly locations and other 

businesses across Colorado. This is one of many passports that will be rolling out throughout 

the year. 

 
 

 

 
Submitted by Mike Pearl, President 

National Federation of Tourist Guide Associations-USA 

RMGA is a member of the National Federation of Tourist Guides (NFTGA-USA), a collective of 

local tourist guides associations and guilds across the US. From time to time, RMGA Members 

receive notices from NFTGA via our email Blast system. 

Under the leadership of President Jim Carr, NFTGA is providing educational programming from a 

national perspective to all local association members via monthly webinars. The next NFTGA 

Learning program will be a report from US guides who attended the World Federation of Tourist 

Guides 2026 Conference in Fukuoka, Japan. An email will be blasted to RMGA members inviting 

you to register for this virtual program. If you are unable to attend the live stream, the recording 

will be available to watch for the following 30 days. Watch your email inbox. 

To see resources for tour guides, go to NFTGA’s Guide Resources. 

 

 

 

 

NFTGA Leadership Meetings 

https://view.oeditmc.state.co.us/?vawpToken=CNUWPWYAMXEEDMQU4YDVGOOSKE.130018&utm_campaignname=MarketingCloud&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Care+for+Colorado+March+2026+Messaging&utm_content=https%3a%2f%2fview.oeditmc.state.co.us%2f%3fvawpToken%3d%25%25tokenized_vawp_metadata%25%25
https://click.oeditmc.state.co.us/?qs=6a1e87ea9222bb269a08babd358e2bf8dca998eb759106ceea93f9f905445f785caa9a484369035b06b7bac5fe0fbe50a9f9763fde2d3e09
https://www.nftga.com/
https://www.nftga.com/resources.html
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Submitted by Elaine Rodriguez, Executive Director, IATDG 

Dear RMGA Members, 

Warm greetings from all of us at the International Association of Tour Directors and Guides 

(IATDG)! 

We’re reaching out to invite you to be part of our growing international database of 

professional tour guides and tour directors. Tour operators around the world use this database 

when sourcing qualified guides for upcoming programs — and we would love to see more 

RMGA members represented. 

You can create a complimentary profile at no cost, allowing you to be searchable and findable 

by TOs looking for guides in Colorado and beyond. You’ll also be included in job alerts when 

new opportunities come across our desk. 

In addition to the complimentary profile, we also offer IATDG membership, which allows you 

to create a more robust professional presence — including resume and photo uploads — and 

the ability to add your guiding business to our public directory. We would certainly love for 

you to consider becoming a member. 

That said, at the very least, we encourage you to create a complimentary profile so you can be 

found by tour operators actively seeking talent. 

To create your profile, please visit: https://iatdg.org/iatdg-registration/ 

We look forward to welcoming more RMGA guides into our international network and helping 

connect you with new opportunities. 

All the best, 

Elaine 

-- 

Elaine Rodriguez 

Executive Director 

917-664-1223 

elaine@iatdg.org 

Location: Connecticut 

 

. 

 

 

International Association of Tour Directors and Guides 

(IATDG) 
 

https://iatdg.org/iatdg-registration/
mailto:elaine@iatdg.org
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2026 marks Colorado’s Sesquicentennial (150th) Anniversary. Check out 

https://www.historycolorado.org/colorado-150 for more information. Also, take a look at 

https://celebrate.colorado.gov/ to see how Coloradans are celebrating. 

Are you a member of any group organizing for Sesquicentennial? Contact President Mike Pearl. 

 

 

 

Board of Directors Meetings 

The first Monday of January, February, March, April, May, June, September, October, November, 

December 

Monday, March 2, 2026 (7:00 pm) 

(Meetings via ZOOM; email Communications Committee Chair Tom Jensen for an 

invitation) 

Monday, April 6, 2026 (7:00 pm) 

Monday, May 4, 2026 (7:00 pm) 

All Members are welcome and invited to attend. 

Member Meetings 

The second Monday of January, February, March, April, May, October, November, December 

Monday, March 9, 2026 (6:00 pm) 

Monday, April 13, 2026 (6:00 pm) Annual Meeting and Election of Officers 

Monday, May 11, 2026 (6:00 pm) 

  

Upcoming Meetings 

Colorado 150/250 
 

https://www.historycolorado.org/colorado-150
https://celebrate.colorado.gov/
mailto:rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:rmgawebsite@rockymountaintourguides.com
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PURPOSE of the ROCKY MOUNTAIN GUIDES ASSOCIATION 

The nature of the business and activities of this Corporation is educational and the objects and 

purposes thereof to be transacted, promoted, or carried on are TO PROMOTE THE HIGHEST 

DEGREE OF COMPETENCE AND PROFESSIONALISM AMONG PERSONS WHO ACT AS 

TOUR GUIDES AND TOUR MANAGERS/ DIRECTORS, TO PROVIDE ETHICAL AND 

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS AGAINST WHICH ALL TOUR GUIDES AND TOUR 

MANAGERS/DIRECTORS ARE MEASURED, and, in pursuing said basic purposes, 

1. To hold meetings and familiarization (“FAM”) trips for the improvement and continuing 

education of its members; 

2. To provide opportunities for the exchange of experiences and opinions regarding tour guides 

and tour managers/directors and their profession; 

3. To provide a forum for development and promotion of common professional interests and 

concerns of tour guides and tour managers/directors; 

4. To cooperate with other related and non-related organizations in a common endeavor to 

promote the profession of tour guiding, tour management and tour directing and to promote 

the public awareness of said profession. – Articles of Incorporation, Rocky Mountain 

Guides Association 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Officers 
President Mike Pearl 303-868-0023 

Vice President Hans Kleinschmidt 303-990-2505 

Secretary Dawn Nelsen 303-898-6853 

Treasurer Brad Hatfield 303-522-3944 

Director-at-Large Tom Jensen 303-968-0515 

Committee Chairpersons 
Certification Vacant  

Communications Tom Jensen 303-968-0515 

Education Vacant  

Hospitality Lily Ewing 303-250-9679 

Membership Mike Pearl 303-868-0023 

Newsletter Editor Eileen Pearl 303-868-0021 

Program Vacant  

Public Relations Tom Jensen 303-968-0515 

Nominations Mike Pearl 303-868-0023 

mailto:rmgapresident@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:hans1986@hotmail.com
mailto:dawnnelsen@gmail.com
mailto:bradstoursofcolorado@gmail.com
mailto:rmgawebsite@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:rmgawebsite@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:lwhichcraft@aol.com
mailto:rmgamembership@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:rmgaeditor@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:rmgawebsite@rockymountaintourguides.com
mailto:mike.pearl.rmga@gmail.com

