
30TH SUNDAY-ORD. TIME (B) (October 23/24, 2021) 

THE TURNING POINT IN MY LIFE 

When was the time you felt your world was torn apart in such a way that you 
felt lost, and could not accept that God loves you? How did that affect your 
faith? And when was the time that you experienced God’s presence in your 
life that you will never forget? What happened to you, and how did that affect 
your spiritual life?  

Life has many twists and turns, and they can lead to success or failure, good 
or bad. This is experienced by individuals, and as a group. The turning point 
becomes positive and good when the grace of God is sought, or there is 
divine intervention. The Israelites had their share. From the time they left 
Egypt and settled in Canaan, and after, they had many experiences which 
changed their lives. When they left the God of their fathers and worshipped 
other gods they were sent to exile. It was a turning point in their lives. 

Today, we hear about their coming back, and that was another turning 
moment for them. God spoke through the prophet Jeremiah telling them that 
he would bring them back from where they had been scattered. Among them 
would be the blind and the lame, the women with child. They would weep but 
He would console them.  

In the gospel, the meeting of the blind Bartimaeus with Jesus became the 
turning point in his life. There were some obstacles in his way, but he did not 
allow the opportunity he had to pass by him. When he called Jesus some of 
those around rebuked him to be quiet, but he shouted the more calling Jesus 
to have pity on him. He did not allow the voices of the people to drown his. 
Jesus heard his voice over those of the people. 

When Jesus asked him what he wanted, he did not ask for money, but said: 
“Master, I want to see.” That was the pressing need in his life, that is, to be 
able to see. His encounter with Jesus changed his life, and he became a 
disciple of Jesus. He began a new way of life in the Lord. 

What is the pressing need in my life that I need help with? Is it my relationship 
with God or my neighbor? Is it about sickness or some health issues, or 
frustration and disappointment in life? What do I want Jesus to do in my life? 
There may be many good things the Lord has in store for me, but due to the 
anxieties and worries I cannot see the power and the glory of God in my life. 



What are the problems or obstacles in my life preventing me from reaching 
out to Jesus in times of need? Are they my shortcomings and sins?   

Unlike the Levitical priests who were chosen by God to offer sacrifices for 
their own sins and the sins of the people, Jesus offered Himself as a sacrifice 
for us as a sinless lamb. He was to be like Melchizedek – a Priest-King who 
offered bread and wine to God, on behalf of Abraham (Gen.14:18-20). So, 
Jesus can make things beautiful in my life. Jesus in my life will make the 
difference; He will open my eyes to see Him and my ears to hear His word 
and that will lead to a positive turning point in my life. 

Jesus is always passing by through our midst, but do I recognize Him? He is 
always asking: “what can I do for you?” His voice is drowned in the noise 
surrounding us, so it is difficult to hear Him calling us. The ringing of the 
phone, the famous or infamous “fake news” and “good news” on the radio 
and television, and many other things have overshadowed the redeeming 
message of Christ: “Come to me all you who labor and are burdened, and I 
will give you rest,” (Mt.11:28). 

What aspect of my life do I need Jesus to touch? Am I shouting enough for 
Him to hear? Or I am at the point of giving up? Bartimaeus did not give up, 
he shouted the more and got what he needed.     
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