NOHOARTSDISTRICT.COM

Search NoHo

More NoHo News

» NoHo News: 25th Bday, Zombie
Driveby, Geronimo, Nunsense,
That Lovin' Feelin' + The Fat
Dog

Read 54 times | Read more. .

« (Genevieve Birchman Goes to
Kulak's for Mr. Holland's Opus
Foundation

GENEVIEVE
BIRCHMAN

Read 342 times | Eead more. .

« No Panrts, NoHo!

Bead 816 times | Eead more. .

« NoHo, El Nifio is not the

Chupacabra.

KEEP
CALM

AND

PREPARE
FOR
EL NINO

RBead 439 times | Read more. ..

» Slay Dragons and Fight Like A

Knight...in NoHo

. W A,

21 :‘
y At
.

" r—— k A

Bead 806 times

Read more. ..
= Television Academy NoHo

Construction Update 2016

Read 496 times | Read more...

« Beautiful Skin in 2016!

Read 746 times | Read more. ..

THE | EDERAL BAR

Read 512 times @ Read more. ..

» The Muse Rooms Open in NoHo

:MUSE ROOMS

Shored Spoces, Individual ldeas
Bead 1076 times Eead more. ..
« NoHo Bestaurant Beview: Red

Moon Lounge

Bead 822 times | Eead more. .

» (lobal Entertainment On Your

Bead 589 times | Read more. .
» NoHo News: Magical Christmas

Caroling Truck, Soongs, Trees,

ALICE + Lovin' Feelin'

North Hollywood

Read 717 times | Eead more._.

» 'Tis the Season for Pie + Nina

=t P
Read 1048 times | Read more. .

T TTi

» The TrishlListLA: The METRO In

L.A.?Yep. Geton it

Bead 1034 times | Read more...
= The Magical Christmas Caroling

Truck Rolls Into NoHo

Eead more. ..

Bead 1803 times

« Does Someone in NoHo Have

the Ugliest of the Ugly

Christmas oweaterss

Ugly Christmas Sweaters
Available NOW!!!

{ In Store Only )

Bead 566 times | Eead more. .
« NoHo News: Headshot Truck,

Trees, Bullies, Santa + Lovin'

Feelin'

NOHOARTSDISTRICT.COM

Read 665 times | Read more. ..
» Psst. Operation: SANTA.

Location: NOHO.

Read 8065 times
» The Headshot Truck is rolling

into NoHo

Read 1159 times | Read more. ..

» NoHo News: A Juicy Welcome,
Trees, Pop Up Vintage, Santa +

Nuns

Read 733 times | Eead more._.

« The Road Turns 25!

ANVAIND JH1IVIHL

Read 631 times @ Eead more. ..
« HoHo NoHo! Here are the NoHo

shows this holiday season!

Read 977 times | Read more. ..

= Welcome Tan Candy Vinta

=
o™

NoHo's online vintage store!

Read 1450 times = Eead more. .
» NoHo is one place to beat the

British winter!

Read 545 times | Read more. .

» NoHo! It's Black SATURDAY @

Bow & Truss

\1.25-15 . ]

L

. Biack Saturday £

;\lm:jiéﬁibér

Foe cveey 5 Irish Hose 1IIJIT|'lIHd im
P i bl = u.l donate 51 to the
Mevember Foumdstien of Men's Health

BOWANDTRUSS.COM

—

Read 808 times  Bead more. ..

Information

Where Is NoHo?

« Advertise on NoHo

[ ]

« Contact Us

[ ]

Privacy Policy

« Terms & Conditions

Discover NoHo

[ ]

[ ]

[ ]

14 January 2013 05

@ Monday, 14 13 3 05:43
oHo's Rubans Rouges Dance Company

=& Written by NoHo

[l Font S5ize @ @ & Print

nt = E Harte
i o]l t]e[+ v dr e oo

We love to feature the folks that make our North Hollywood
neighborhood unique and a great place to live, work and play. Meet
Noelle Andressen from Los Angeles Valley College who started Rubans
Rouges Dance Company.

Rubans Rouges Dance Company pre... @ #

Who is the Rubans Rouges Dance Company?

I've been raised up under the wings of my mentors as primarily a dancer by
the loving and guiding hands of: Robert Salas and Beth Megill from
Moorpark College. They always encouraged me to reach for the stars and
that included the inception of my dance company: Rubans Rouges Dance

Company in 2009.

It was a dance I formally performed on stage at Moorpark College that
actually birthed my company into being. That dance was called: "Shattered
Innocence - RED RIBBONS". This was my first break-out dance that
propelled me from being only a ballet dancer to a modern dancer as well.
Rubans Rouges is French for Red Ribbons (more on the significance to this
below). I actually have my then beloved ballet teacher Georgeanne Wright
(LAVC, where I currently study) to deeply thank for this dance being created
originally as she once challenged me to do something different, so I did.
This dance took on a life of its own and has an incredible back story as well.
After graduating from Moorpark College with an AA in dance I was able to

focus full time on the company and mold it.

Why do you dance?

I consider myself mainly a dancer thar likes to share artistic expression in
many ways. I just want to share a message of HOPE. That people can get
beyond their current situations and have peace. It just doesn't seem right

not to give back.

I also dance because I realized thart afrer my first encounter with breast
cancer, that I was not living my authenric life. I was hiding. Cancer was a
wake-up call that served me well. I had danced on and off from the time I
was 4 years old (ballet) through high school (jazz, some modern) and did
semi professional dancing through early college years (stage musicals) in
the Palm Desert area. I met my husband while working on a show at the
Eob Hope McCallum Theatre in Palm Desert and we just happened to be
going along the same path at the same time. We're both artists. He also
was my inspiration. I may have fallen in love with him through his music, it

just moved my inner being and made me want to dance and express what I

was feeling.

What makes your company uniques

One of the things that is unique about my company is that I have dancers
from 18 to 70 years of age and all body sizes and types. I believe thar all
dancers are beautiful and everyone has something to offer to express their
art/heart. I also love to explore soclal subjects, even If it means bringing to
light things that people don't want to talk about. To get back to why I call
my dance company Rubans Rouges, not only does it mean red ribbons, but

it's symbolically significant to me because of my past.

Here's a link to more
details: http:/fwww.rubansrougesdance.com/rubansrougesredribbonsstory.htm
I['ve made this public for years and have helped many women over come

their past abuse/rape incidents. I am a survivor of many things: one of

which is also having been raped as a child. My dance company also serves

the community and reaches out to those who have found themselves in the
recovery process. I have a dance series called "Red Ribbons" based off the
original "Shattered Innocence RED RIBEONS" dance. It is a full length 45
minute dance concert about a young woman's struggle to overcome this

very issue in her life.

So there is no misunderstanding, my dance company doesn't only tackle
social issues and help raise awareness for chariries, we also love to
entertain just for the joy of it all. One of our favorites is doing Butoh like
movements as Living Statues, with white make-up all over ourselves and
surprising people. Many times people will touch us wondering if we are real

or not. Quire a thrill to dance in this manner.

Another unique aspect to my company is that we incorporate all media,
especially film. Pre-cancer battles, my husband and I were well on our way
to becoming full time indie filmmakers (we still kinda are). Our very first
professional project as BFA graduartes ourt of film school (UNLV) garnered
several regional Emmy nominations for our crafts as: writers, producers
and musicians/music composers. It dawned on both of us that we should
Incorporate our filmmaking in my dance productions and so we do. Here is
an example of that: http://www youtube com/watch?
v=NoUvm1JWV7w&feature=plcp (the music on yYoutube isn't the original
music. due to copyright law, we had to replace the original: Da Vinci Code

music with this composition instead)

We also make dance films. This is exciting for us. This is an example of one
of our very first dance films: http://www youtube com/watch-
v=fR41GyQ6spY

We have several more In various stages of production.

Another unique element is that this is definitely a husband and wife team
efforr along with my dancers. My husband scores most of our current dance
pieces. There's something about his compositions that make me want to
move and express things to the viewer. I love that the two of us can reach
the world with our most treasured arts combined. I want to touch the

human heart and make people think while entertaining them.

Whart advice would you give an emerging dancers
Never give up - ever. If you find yourself ready to quit, that's when you

need to press in harder—--FIGHT for it-fight through it.

Perseverance is the one thing that has kept me going. I never saw a "road
block" as a "dead end", it was only a hurdle that I'd have to problem solve
and would serve me to better myself as a person and artist. Most people fail
due to lack of trying, quitting too soon, not working hard enough, or not
keeping on the path, lack of support can also play a role too unfortunately
s0 be sure to surround yourself with positive influences. My grandmother
was the dancer in the family and she would always tell me that if I followed
my heart [ would find my life and should I lose my way: start back at the
beginning. For me my beginning was ballet and after the cancer in 2007 1
planted myself back at my beginning in a ballet class at LAVC. Then many
times over the years I had gotten off the "dancer" path and dabbled in the
other arts: drawing, singing, writing, music composition, etc. and I would
always find myself back in the dance realm. I love all these other avenues of
artistic expression, but Dancing--dancing is my heartbeat. That is what any
emerging dancer has to ask themselves: "Is it my heartbeat?" If you answer
yes to thart, then you need to keep following it and listen to its beckoning
calls—-it will guide you to where you need to go when times get difficult. It
did for me and I share my examples so you as an emerging dancer can be
encouraged and fight through whatever it is that keeps you at bay. Had I

given up at any point, I would not be where I am today.

Other thoughts to live by:

Keep training-keep studying.

Don't compete with others.

Dancers should always work on their acting skills to build stage

pPreseince.

Be gracious to everyone.

Tell me about your upcoming the event.
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The event is called: "Awakenings &
Beginnings - 2013 Dance Festival"
presented by Noelle Andressen's Rubans
Rouges Dance Company.

Location: in the Diavolo Space at The
Brewery Arts Center

Address: 616 Moulton Avenue, Los Angeles,
CA 90031

Time: 7:00 pm

Date: Saturday, January 19th, 2013

Tickets: http://www.brownpapertickets.com/eventf296599

The reason it is called "Awakenings & Beginnings" is because something
pulled on my heartstrings. Not only is it a neat title being the beginning of
the year, but it's also part of the mission statement for this project. I want
to give dancers and other companies a "beginning" . It's very hard to get
started and to get your work out there. This is a perfect venue for new
artists to emerge. It's also a great space for seasoned veterans to show their
new works and for my company and dancers to continue to grow and

"awaken".

Website: http://fwww.RubansRougesDance com
Facebook: hitp://www.facebook. com/RubansRougesDance

Youtube: http://fwww.youtube.com/user/redribbonsdance
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