After a few weeks in texts that were easily relatable, 


we move to an area that should be harder to connect with on the first passing, 



“Eating idol sacrifices.” 

It is harder, 


because we worship our idols differently today 



than when Paul wrote this to the Corinthians.  

Then, 


temples were built, 


people gathered bringing their offerings to the temple priests, 



who offered some to the gods, 



took some for themselves, 



and offered some to the people who brought the sacrifice to eat 




as kind of the restaurant of the era.  



There was so much being brought in, 




that some of the offerings were then put into butcher shops 





and sold as regular meat.  

Today, 


we don't build temples, 


we build stadiums, 



we bring financial 



rather than physical offerings, 



eat foods of various degrees of heart failure inducement, 




and then head home.  


I do not know what they do with all the hot dogs and chili fries that do not sell, 



but usually the money made in the stadiums 




does not go back to the people worshipping the various idols.

We will talk more about the reality of idol worship in the coming weeks.  


But our text today starts from the place that all Jews were raised to know 



and Paul and the Corinthians agreed upon.  

That idols have no real power in the world themselves.  


They are just sticks, 


stones 


or chunks of metal that can not change the world.  



They have no relationship with us.  



Just as most celebrities of our day 




have no idea that we actually exist.  



But those are real people once you get past their publicists.

Paul agrees with the Corinthians premise, 

but he does not concur with their conclusions.  


From a logical standpoint, 



how can two people agree on the same premises 




and come to different conclusions?  


It seems illogical.  

The reason people can do that then and now, 


is that they are starting from different ultimate realities.  

We hear Paul contrasting their ultimate reality 


with his ultimate reality.  

The battle is between knowledge 


and love.  

Which is the higher guiding principle?  


If it is knowledge,



 then the Corinthians can go ahead with what they are doing.  


If it is love, 



then we will eventually hear Paul say, 




“It is wrong.”

Paul does not start out saying it is wrong and stop.  


His biggest concern is the way in which they view the world.  

Paul knows something that our culture has forgotten largely.  


It is close to the proverb, 



“You give a man a fish, 




he eats for a day.  



You teach a man to fish, 




he eats for the rest of his life.”  

Paul knows that if he teaches the Corinthians how to think well and properly, 


starting with the right premises, t



hen writing a letter for every part of life is unnecessary.  

We feel that weight today, 


as we are trying to regulate each other through laws and ordinances.  



We have to continually add new rules and laws on everything, 




because character is no longer developed.  

The question is no longer, 


“Is this a righteous act, 


a loving act in God's eyes?”  

The question is, 


“Is there any law against it 


and how do I do it to get around the law?”

Paul wants the Corinthians to see that what they are doing, 


while technically not hurting themselves, 



it is hurting their brothers and sisters.  

Hurting is probably too light a word.  


Destroy, 


eternal ruin, 


or  perish are words various translations use to describe the greek word, 



Appolyon.  

This is a different level than offend.  


It leads to the complete destruction of the person. 

Paul doesn't necessarily mean that they will physically die, 


he means that the new life in Christ that they have found and embraced, 



will die.  

What would this look like today?  


Let me give you a few examples from personal experience 



and then a hypothetical.  

Remember, 


the Corinthians argument was that they knew none of the idols were real, 



because of their knowledge imparted to them that God was one.  

So it did not effect them to go to these rituals/restaurants and eat.  

I have had a friend who, 


when we went to the video store, 



kept on turning down any movie that involved a mystical element.  




Whether that be witches, 




magic, 




or even fantasy.  

At the time I was clueless, 


but later, 



I was informed how I was challenging my friend to possibly stumble.  

She had been raised in  a family that practiced witch craft 


and she was just now 


working through some of the horrible memories and realities in her early 30s.  

Asking her to watch such a film, 


even though it was just a make believe movie 



that was not real, 



would bring back all of the traumatic memories.  


She would find herself sucked back into the world 



she had so joyfully left when she found Jesus.

In this church, 


when we take communion, 

our practice has been to have grape juice as the fruit of the vine, 


rather than wine.  

Not because it is forbidden, 


but because we are aware that there are brothers and sisters among us, 



who have been slaves to alcohol.  

We are not all in that place.  


But we are aware that offering only wine to such a person, 



would be a gateway to recreating that addiction 




that they  have worked so hard to be free from.  

So out of love, 


we offer grape juice for all.  

We could offer wine, 


there are no rules against it.  

Some churches offer both juice and wine. 


 But we have been working fine with what we have.

Or hypothetically, 


take the fourth of July.  

We celebrate our hard fought freedom, 


which is usually done with fireworks.  

It is one of the few days that fireworks are legal in most places.  


But how loving is it to set off fireworks next to a place 



that is counseling veterans 




who are suffering from Post Traumatic Stress Disorder?  

It is legal.  

It is good.  


But it is not loving.  

It is threatening to undo all of the work 


that the veterans have done to get over such noises.  

These are situations that would destroy a particular brother or sister in Christ, 


but not all brothers and sisters.  

They are ones that rules and regulations should not govern 


and really can not govern.  

But love could and can.  


That is the question for us to start asking ourselves.  



What is governing my worldview?  




Is it knowledge 




or is it love?  

Knowledge allows us to come to great conclusions about the world.  


But it puffs up us alone.  



Being puffed up, 




is like being a balloon.  



You can get really big, 



really important, 




but a mere pin prick will destroy you.  



Love does something different.  




It builds up, 





not only us, 






but those around us.  




It can withstand full on attacks, 






let alone a pin prick. 

This is why Paul wants the Corinthians to be working from this point of view, 


instead of knowledge.  

One of these viewpoints transforms the whole world, 


the other just a single person temporarily.

As we try to live this out, 


this not putting a stumbling block before a brother or sister, 



it is good to be clear about what Paul says.  

There are all kinds of stumbling blocks in the world that can be put out there. 


 For some people, 



they can walk past them without any temptation, 



while others fall prey every time.  

But there is the difference in consequences that Paul speaks of.  

In the Christian world, 


some groups have outlawed dancing, 


drinking, 


and playing cards amongst their members, 



so that brothers do not stumble.  

I am sure that somewhere in the world, 


there is a person who can not play “Go Fish” 



without that leading them back into a life gambling.  

But for the majority of us, 


that is not the case.  

Making rules and regulations for all of us 


is not what Paul is recommending.  

He uses destroy, 


not offend.  

The difference is dramatic. 


 I have seen some dancing that offended me.  


But none of it led me to a place 



where my salvation and relationship with Jesus was in danger.  

The meat offered to idols in Corinth was such a case.  


Yes, some of the brothers and sisters had seen the holes, 


the reality of idol worship, 



and were able to break clean from it.  

But they were worshipping with others 


who had spent their whole lives believing that this was the way to live.  


That these idols and gods did exist.  



Right up until Paul or someone else 




told them about Jesus Christ.  





That he was the mediator of our lives 






with the one true God who created them.  





They now had the proper head knowledge to know this.  




But not enough time had passed for this to become heart knowledge.  

So to be invited and seated with a fellow brother 


at a meal in honor of a god who had recently been the reality, 



caused a crushing dissonance.  

Eugene Peterson phrases Paul's question to the Corinthian brothers this way, 


“Christ gave up his life for that person. 



Wouldn’t you at least be willing to give up going to dinner for him—


because, as you say, 



it doesn’t really make any difference? 

But it does make a difference if you hurt your friend terribly, 


risking his eternal ruin! 

When you hurt your friend, 


you hurt Christ. 

A free meal here and there 


isn’t worth it at the cost of even one of these “weak ones.” 



So, never go to these idol-tainted meals 




if there’s any chance it will trip up one of your brothers or sisters.”  

Or as Paul said earlier, 


“All things are permissible, 


but not all things are beneficial.  

That is because, 


not everything is the loving thing to do.
