June 2, 2024                       The First Church of West Bridgewater 

Prelude and Hymn Sing                     Rosemary Valentine, Organist
Welcome        

Centering Music                The Choir
Call to Worship                                         Deacon Nancy Morrison
L: Listen, for your name is being called. Beyond the range of human voices, God is calling.
P: We have come to observe a Sabbath time.
L: Listen for the unfamiliar voice you have ignored. Listen for the solemn charge God gives.
P: We are called away from things we have pursued as gods. Bad habits sometimes separate us from the one true God.
L: Wonderful are the thoughts and works of God! God’s light is ready to shine in our hearts.
P: Even clay jars can be open to the light. May the power of light cleanse and heal us!
* Hymn              “Open My Eyes, That I May See”              H No. 354
Lighting the Chalice 

Unitarian Universalist Principle                     Deacon Nancy Morrison
L: We light this candle to honor wisdom from the world’s religions, wisdom that inspires us in our ethical and spiritual life. 

Quoting Unitarian thinker W. E. Channing        Pastor Steve Finlan 
“Put confidence in the power of pure, unsophisticated truth. Do not disguise or distort it, or overlay it with ornaments or false colors, to make it more effectual. Bring it out in its native shape and hues . . . Beware of ambiguous words . . . of vague abstractions, of new-fangled phrases of ingenious subtilties.” Works, p. 286
Quoting Congregationalist Lyman Abbott   Deacon Nancy Morrison
“Ye have come, he said in substance, for a miracle, not for the Messiah. But there is a more imperative hunger than that of the body, a higher food than that of barley-loaves and fishes. Labor for that. Rather in faith receive it; for that higher food for the soul’s need the Son of God supplies.” A Life of Christ, 315
Time of Reconciliation - Choir

Invitation               “Create in Me a Clean Heart”               H No. 414
Scripture                             Ps 139:1-10                                H No. 722
(Choir sings  cxchoral response . . .Leader reads odd verses. . . congregation reads even verses)
Unison Prayer of Confession: Before a word is on our tongues, O God, you know it completely. Before we confess our broken vows, you are aware of them. You observe our sinful secrets and our blatant rebellion. Nothing we say or do escapes your notice. Melt our hardness of heart that we may be forgiven and cleansed from our iniquity. Amen.
Assurance            “Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus”              H No. 146

Turn your eyes upon Jesus. Look full in his wonderful face. 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim,
in the light of his glory and grace.

Prayer Requests           “Cares Chorus”

I cast all my cares upon you; I lay all my burdens 
down at your feet, and anytime that I don’t know 
what to do; I will cast all my cares upon you.
Pastoral Prayer                                                 Pastor Steve Finlan
Silent prayer … Lord’s Prayer…“Eagle’s Wings” (chorus) H No. 385

And God will raise you up on eagle’s wings, bear you on the breath of dawn, make you to shine like the sun, and hold you in the palm of God’s hand.  
* Hymn                  “Tell Me the Old, Old Story”                 H No. 162
Scripture              Deuteronomy 5:12–15       Deacon Nancy Morrison
12Observe the sabbath day and keep it holy, as the Lord your God commanded you. 13For six days you shall labor and do all your work. 14But the seventh day is a sabbath to the Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, or your son or your daughter, or your male or female slave, or your ox or your donkey, or any of your livestock, or the resident alien in your towns, so that your male and female slave may rest as well as you. 15Remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord your God brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm; therefore the Lord your God commanded you to keep the sabbath day.
Scripture                        Mark 2:23–28                  Pastor Steve Finlan
23One Sabbath he was going through the cornfields; and as they made their way his disciples began to pluck heads of grain. 24The Pharisees said to him, “Why are they doing what is not lawful on the Sabbath?” 25And he said to them, “Have you never read what David did when he and his companions were hungry and in need of food? 26He entered the house of God, when Abiathar was high priest, and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests to eat, and he gave some to his companions.” 27Then he said to them, “The Sabbath was made for humankind, and not humankind for the Sabbath; 28so the Son of Man is lord even of the Sabbath.”
Sermon  “Sabbath Was Made for Humankind”  Pastor Steve Finlan
Thank Offerings 
Invitation                                                                  Nancy Morrison, Deacon
Anthem                                                                                                    Choir
*Doxology    





          H No. 563
*Offering Prayer 

* Hymn                   “One Bread, One Body”                        H No. 525
Words and Prayer of Institution   Sacrament of Communion
  Invitation   Sharing the Elements   (gluten free bread and grape juice)

  Unison Prayer  

God, sanctify us through communion with our risen Savior. Jesus, we hold on to your promise that we will someday sit down with you at banquet in your heavenly kingdom. Amen.

* Hymn                         “The Gift of Love”                        H No. 292
* Benediction
                                                     Church President
L: Our Sabbath times are for our own growth. They are also for the renewal of our compassion.
P: Our lives are saved to be a benefit to others. Our days are enriched when our blessings are shared. 
L: Praise God for creating and caring for us. Give thanks for God’s continuing knowledge of us. 
P: God speaks encouragement and challenge to us. God honors us with tasks to do.
L: Go forth to let your light shine in the gloom. Let the life of Jesus be known through you.
P: We are affected but not crushed, perplexed but not despairing. In all times, God is with us; praise God!  
L: Amen.    P: Amen 

* Cong. Response   “Let There Be Peace on Earth”        H No. 308
* Postlude                                             Rosemary Valentine, Organist
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“We the members of The First Church of West Bridgewater united by the love of one another and guided by the teachings of Jesus, hold it to be our purpose to maintain a welcoming house for the worship of God; to teach and study the lessons of our faith, to develop programs for those in need; and to 

sponsor fellowship opportunities. All this we support to build a mutually sustaining and caring community of faith.”

________________________________________________________________________

Church Address:                                     29 Howard Street, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Mailing Address:                         P.O. Box 361, West Bridgewater, Mass. 02379

Church Email Address:                                                                     firstchurchwb@juno.com
Church Website Address:                                                                    www.firstchurchwb.org
Church Office Telephone:                                                                                (508) 587-3118

Love and Prayers List

	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Ruth Beauchamp
	Member of First Church
	Ankle surgery recovery

	Arthur Britton
	Karen’s relative
	Cancer

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Lois Ketler
	First Church Member
	Recovering at home

	Peter Lentros & daughter Kim
	Friends of Joyce Marble
	Peter had a stroke

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	Mike & Alice
	Buddy Pucillo’s Uncle and Aunt
	Mike, Dementia

Alice, Hospice

	Elena O’Neil
	Fran Deibel’s sister
	Blood cancer

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Lynn Pucillo
	First Church Friend
	Breast cancer

	Mike Roppolo & Family
	First Church Friends
	Carol’s passing

	Ryan
	A listener to our broadcasts
	Needs help being a leader at home

	Betty & Warren Turner
	Pillars of the church
	Warren in hospice care, Betty needs comfort

	Peter Turner
	First Church member
	Recovering from surgery

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason:__________________________________________________________________

               THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Sun., June 2  
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Communion 
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


  Hostesses: Carol Vecchi & Anna Mae Child





River Walk until 2:00 p.m.

Mon., June 3


Office closed 

Tues., June 4
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., June 5 


Office closed





 6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., June 6
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  Reading from The Upper Room & the Bible 



  2:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve to Bay Pointe to do Service

Fri., June 7 
10:00 A.M.
Office open


11:30 A.M.
Lobster Roll Sale until 1:00 p.m.________

                              LOOKING AHEAD__________________ 

Sun., June 9  
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 




New Member Sunday: Karen Britton
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


  Hostesses: Carol Vecchi & Anna Mae Child

Mon., June 10


Office closed 

Tues., June 11
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., June 12


Office closed





 6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., June 13
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  Reading from The Upper Room & the Bible 

Fri., June 14
10:00 A.M.
Office open ________

The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for May are Macaroni and Cheese and Rice, for June, Jelly and Baked Beans. 
It’s never too early to think about our biggest fundraiser – The New England Village Fair! While you are traveling this summer, please pick up a souvenir for the Travel Table – please, nothing over $10.00. 

If you have someone in your family graduating from high school or college, please let the office know so that we can put their “news” in the upcoming bulletins.

        .                                        Love and Prayers List
	Name
	Relative/Friend Of
	Reason

	All families and friends grieving for departed loved ones.

	All people and families who are dealing with cancer.

	Pray for world peace, including in Israel and Gaza.

	Karen Barstow
	Friend of the church
	Health issues

	Ruth Beauchamp
	Member of First Church
	Ankle surgery recovery

	Arthur Britton
	Karen’s relative
	Cancer

	Dennis Crosby
	First Church member
	Cancer/Having aggressive treatment

	Elaine
	Carol Vecchi’s sister
	Cancer

	Lynn & Jim Gledhill
	Marion & Bob Leonard’s friends
	Jim – stroke

Lynn – support

	Lois Ketler
	First Church Member
	Recovering at home

	Peter Lentros & daughter Kim
	Friends of Joyce Marble
	Peter had a stroke

	Marianna Lokshyn’s family
	Nancy Morrison’s relative
	Safety for them in Ukraine

	Lois McCarthy
	Louise & Bob Chisholm’s friend
	Has cancer, lost her husband

	Mike & Alice
	Buddy Pucillo’s Uncle & Aunt
	Mike, Dementia

Alice, Hospice

	Elena O’Neil
	Fran Deibel’s sister
	Blood cancer

	Paul
	Elaine
	Health issues

	Lynn Pucillo
	First Church Friend
	Breast cancer

	Mike Roppolo & Family
	First Church friends
	Carols Passing

	Ryan
	A listener to our broadcasts
	Needs help being a leader at home

	Betty & Warren Turner
	Pillars of the church
	Warren in hospice care, Betty needs comfort

	Peter Turner
	First Church Member
	Recovering from surgery

	People of Ukraine
	We care about them
	For safety


Please Put Changes in the Offering Plate
Name: __________________________________________________________________

Friend/Relative of: _________________________________________________________

Reason:__________________________________________________________________

               THIS WEEK AT THE FIRST CHURCH__________
Sun., June 2  
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word and Communion 
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison

11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


  Hostesses: Carol Vecchi & Anna Mae Child





River Walk until 2:00 p.m.

Mon., June 3


Office closed 

Tues., June 4
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., June 5 


Office closed





 6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., June 6
10:00 A.M.
Office open




No Bible Study


  2:00 P.M.
Pastor Steve to Bay Pointe to do Service

Fri., June 7 
10:00 A.M.
Office open


11:30 A.M.
Lobster Roll Sale until 1:00 p.m.________

                              LOOKING AHEAD__________________ 

Sun., June 9 
10:00 A.M.
Service of Word 




New Member Sunday: Karen Britton
  Deacon of the Month: Nancy Morrison
11:00 A.M.
Fellowship Hour 


  Hostesses: Carol Vecchi & Anna Mae Child
Mon., June 10


Office closed 

Tues., June 11
10:00 A.M. 
Office open
Wed., June 12


Office closed





 6:00 P.M.
Adult Yoga with Kathy Milan 

Thurs., June 13
10:00 A.M.
Office open


10:00 A.M.
Morning Bible Study with Pastor Steve


  Reading from The Upper Room & the Bible 

Fri., June 14
10:00 A.M.
Office open ________

The Mission & Outreach Committee reminds you to please remember the W.B. Food Pantry. The food items for May are Macaroni and Cheese and Rice, for June, Jelly and Baked Beans. 

It’s never too early to think about our biggest fundraiser – The New England Village Fair! While you are traveling this summer, please pick up a souvenir for the Travel Table – please, nothing over $10.00. 

If you have someone in your family graduating from high school or college, please let the office know so that we can put their “news” in the upcoming bulletins.         

