
Sermon Outline 
  

  

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful Than Teachers” 
 

Part 5. Doers of the Will of God 
 

Matthew 7:15-29 
 
 
1.  Watch out for                        prophets and teachers. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Make every effort to do the                   of God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Be                 , or you will fail. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Announcements/ Reminders 
 

 1. Welcome all. “March is Women’s History Month” 
 “Optimism is the faith that leads to achievement. Nothing can be 
done without hope and faith.”                   (Helen Keller, 1880-1968) 
 

2. Liturgists—thanks! 
+ March 15: Mary Church 
+ March 22: Ann Church     
 

3. Join “Lenten Journey at Covenant” (see Calendar) 
 

4. “Joyful” Music Ministry (Kathryn Herman, Music Director) 
+ Choir Rehearsal on Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

 

Becoming 
Disciples 
More Faithful 
Than 
Teachers 
  

Jesus called, 
equipped and 
sent the 
disciples rather 
than the 
teachers of the 
Law for His 
Kingdom and 
Righteousness. 
Come as the 

learners of the gospel, rather than teachers of the Law. Be the faithful 
disciples in the unfaithful society. Follow Jesus of Nazareth. Alleluia!  

  

 Liturgical Highlights during Advent 
         

 

+ Sun., March 15, Fourth Sunday in Lent 
- 9 a.m. Children/Youth (Family) Service 
- 9:30 a.m. Meet and Greet 
- 10 a.m. Celebration of Worship 
- 11:30 a.m. Church Council 

 
+ Fri., March 20, 12 Hours of Famine, 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
+ Fri.-Sun., March 20-22, IGNITE Youth Retreat at Ocean City 
  
Sun., March 22, Fifth Sunday in Lent; UMCOR Sunday 

- 9 a.m. Children/Youth (Family) Service 
- 9:30 a.m. Meet and Greet 

10 a.m. Celebration of Worship 
 

+ GGYM Activities on Fridays at Covenant: Mar. 27
th
 at 6:30p 

Make Companions in Christ! 
 

Jesus … called 12 disciples … [two-by-two] (Matthew 10:1-5) 
 

- Pray for your CIC 
- Encounter your CIC 
- Define God’s Call with your CIC 
- Celebrate and commission CIC for the Kingdom of God! 



Celebration of Worship 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent: UMCOR Sunday 
  

March 15, 2026 at 10 a.m.  
 

Lent is the season of 40 days, not counting Sundays, before Easter. It comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon word “lencten,” which means “spring.” The season is in 
preparation for the celebration of Easter. Historically, it was the time of 
preparation for the baptism of Christian converts. It is a season for all Christians 
to engage in self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, self- denial; and 
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.  

 
Welcome and Ministry Opportunities 
 

Prelude                   “A Celtic Set for Lent”      Kathryn Herman 
ROCKINGHAM OLD, SLANE, IRISH, arr. by Thomas Keesecker 

 
*Call to Worship – Isaiah 30:15bc 
 

           Liturgist: In returning and rest you shall be saved. 
People: in quietness and in trust shall be your strength. Alleluia! 

 

*UMH No. 391  “O Happy Day that Fixed My Choice” HAPPY DAY 
  
Opening Prayer                                                   Offered in Unison 
 

A wilderness beckons us: a desert, a barren place, yet a place 
of blessing and discovery. Jesus, steady companion, 
accompany us, as we are passing through the hurtful places, 
the frightening places, the dangerous places deep within us. 
Jesus, our wise and well-traveled guide, lead us into this 
emptiness, where all will fall away, and we will have nothing 
but you. Walk with us through the valley of the shadow of 
death, where we shall be raised, and drink of deep springs. 
Amen. (Steve Garnaas-Holms, 2011) 

 

Personal Prayer                                                 Offered in Silence 
 

 We pray for the people of the State of New York, the Empire State, 
joined our union on July 26, 1788 (settled in 1614). The “Empire 
State” achieved statehood on July 26, 1788, following a colonial 
history that began with the establishment of Fort Orange (present-
day Albany) in 1624 as the first permanent European settlement. 
Prior to European arrival the region was the ancestral home for 
indigenous peoples for thousands of years. The indigenous people 
included the Haudenosaunee [ho-dee-no-SHOW-nee] 
Confederacy (also known as the Iroquois Confederacy, the 
Lenape [leh-NAH-pay], and Mohican [mo-HEE-kan]. The transfer 
of the land was initially driven by the culturally misunderstood 
Dutch “purchases” model and the lucrative intertribal Beaver Wars 
for the fur trade, but it ultimately culminated in massive territorial 

losses following the American Revolution, when the new American 
government seized millions of acres of Haudenosaunee land 
through coercive treaties and military campaigns. Today, there are 
eight federally recognized tribes that hold territory within New York 
State. Most of these are part of the Haudenosaunee [ho-dee-no-
SHOW-nee] (Iroquois Confederacy, though some Algonquian [al-
GON-kwee-un] nations also maintain federal status. Also pray for 
those who live in Denmark, Faroe Islands, Finland, Greenland, Ice 
Land, Norway, and Sweden. 

 
Pastoral Prayer 
 

Offering of Our Time, Talents, and Treasures 
 

     Offertory                                   “Faith”                            Chancel Choir 
by Mark Hayes 

*Doxology - UMH No. 94 “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Gospel Lesson              “Matthew 7:15-29”   New International Version 
 
Musical Offering      “Rest (These Ancient Words)” Chancel Choir 

Heather Sorenson 

 
Witness to the Word                                   Rev. Dr. DaeHwa Park 

 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful Than Teachers” 
 

Part 5. Doers of the Will of God 
 

Response to the Word – BOW No. 529 
 

“A Prayer of Saint Patrick (Ireland, 5
th
 Century)” 

 

Acknowledgements and Faith Sharing 
 

 Welcome visitors. Join our small groups! 
 
*UMH No. 451           “Be Thou My Vision”                           SLANE 

  

*Benediction                                               Rev. Dr. DaeHwa Park 
 

Coral Response          “An Irish Blessing”                Chancel Choir 

by James Moore 

 
Postlude                        “An Irish Blessing”           Kathryn Herman 

arranged by James Moore 
 
 

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal; BOW – Book of Worship 
*Congregation may stand as able. 



THIS WEEK AT COVENANT 
   

 

Sun., March 15, Fourth Sunday in Lent: UMCOR Sunday 
       9a  Children/Youth (Family) Worship   Sanctuary  
       9:30a Meet and Greet         Fellowship Hall 
     10a  Worship                  Sanctuary 
     11:30a Church Council          Classroom #6  
      6p  Sunday Evening Study              thru Zoom 

 

Mon., March 16 
     11a  Coffee with the Pastor (resumes 3/23) thru Zoom 
       1-2p Bible Study    thru Zoom 
       5:30p Staff Meeting (resume 3/23)  thru Zoom 
       9p   The Holy Club     thru Zoom 
 

Tue., March 17, Church Office Opens (9 a.m-2 p.m.) 
11-2p Meet the Pastor (resumes 3/24) thru Zoom 
   7p  Tuesday Night Live   thru Zoom  

       9p   Journey thru the Bible   thru Zoom 
 

Wed., March 18, Church Office Opens (9 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
8:30a Walking Club                Parking lot 
12p  High Noon Prayer  Facebook/daehwapark 

      7p  Chancel Choir Rehearsal  Choir Room 
  The Story    thru Zoom  
 

Thur., March 19 
11-2p Meet the Pastor (resume 3/26)   thru Zoom 

 

Fri., March 20 – Rev. Park’s Day of Sabbath 
11a-11p 12 Hours of Famine               Sanctuary 
4p.m. Youths leave for IGNITE Mill Creek to Ocean City 

Sat., March 21, Day of Preparation (IGNITE) 
     

Sun., March 22, Fifth in Lent (IGNITE) 
  

     9a  Children/Youth (Family) Worship   Sanctuary  
     9:30a Meet and Greet         Fellowship Hall 
   10a  Celebration of Worship  Sanctuary 
     4p  Youths Arrive Home from IGNITE 
  6p  Sunday Evening Study              thru Zoom 

 

From Monday, March 16th thru Thursday, 20
th
, Rev. Park will be at 

Exponential Conference (https://exponential.org/global-2026/).  
For Pastoral emergency call Rev. Ek Hii, pastor of Cabin Jones UMC  

at (240) 899-0641.  
Make an appointment for a guaranteed in-person meeting with the pastor  

thru Katya Flores, church secretary  
at (301) 926-8920 or office@covenant-umc.org 

See Zoom meeting IDs and Passwords (Other side) 
 

Send announcements to make through the Weekly Connection to 
Mariana Uhrlaub at marianau@aol.com by Tuesday 5 p.m.  

GET CONNECTED through Worship, Study, and Fellowship 
Celebration of Worship at 10 a.m. 
 

Online Worship at 
https:www/youtube.com/@covenantumc6910/streams  

 

Sunday Evening Study 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 625 380 900 passcode: CUMC1234 
 
Coffee with the Pastor - Monday mornings at 11 a.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 821 7822 3118 passcode: 208777 
Holy Club with Young Professionals on Monday evenings at 9 p.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 878 1926 7070  passcode: 417468 (New) 
Bible Study: Parables on Monday at 1-2 p.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 863 5389 2748 passcode: CUMC1234 
Tuesday Night Live 
          Zoom Meeting ID: 231 882 6289 passcode: cumc1234 (lower case) 
Journey thru the Bible—Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 878 2138 8065 passcode: 468241 (New) 
High Noon Prayer, Wednesday at Noon 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 838 6452 6575; passcode: 879710 
The Story 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 885 5178 9293 passcode: 737892 
Meet the Pastor (Faith Talk) on Thursdays at 11 a.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 869 5259 6555 passcode: 888062 
 

 
Lenten Journey at Covenant 

(Event details avaiable at narthex) 
 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful than Teachers,” sermon series  
  
Carbon Fast, a congregational Lenten daily discipline. 
 

Fasting on Fridays, with special offering from the cost of meals 
 

12 Hours of Famine (Youth Event), March 20
th
 11a.m. thru 11 p.m. 

 Young disciples, after school, come to church by 5 p.m.  
 

Personal Meditation at the 14 Stations of the Cross in the Sanctuary 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29, at 10 a.m. 
 

Tenebrae Service, Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7 p.m. 
 

“Stations of the Cross” on Good Friday, April 3, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, April 4, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at the outdoor chapel at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Easter celebration on Easter Day at 10 a.m. 

https://exponential.org/global-2026/
mailto:marianau@aol.com


THIS WEEK AT COVENANT 
   

 

Sun., March 15, Fourth Sunday in Lent: UMCOR Sunday 
       9a  Children/Youth (Family) Worship   Sanctuary  
       9:30a Meet and Greet         Fellowship Hall 
     10a  Worship                  Sanctuary 
     11:30a Church Council          Classroom #6  
      6p  Sunday Evening Study              thru Zoom 

 

Mon., March 16 
     11a  Coffee with the Pastor (resumes 3/23) thru Zoom 
       1-2p Bible Study    thru Zoom 
       5:30p Staff Meeting (resume 3/23)  thru Zoom 
       9p   The Holy Club     thru Zoom 
 

Tue., March 17, Church Office Opens (9 a.m-2 p.m.) 
11-2p Meet the Pastor (resumes 3/24) thru Zoom 
   7p  Tuesday Night Live   thru Zoom  

       9p   Journey thru the Bible   thru Zoom 
 

Wed., March 18, Church Office Opens (9 a.m.-2 p.m.) 
8:30a Walking Club                Parking lot 
12p  High Noon Prayer  Facebook/daehwapark 

      7p  Chancel Choir Rehearsal  Choir Room 
  The Story    thru Zoom  
 

Thur., March 19 
11-2p Meet the Pastor (resume 3/26)   thru Zoom 

 

Fri., March 20 – Rev. Park’s Day of Sabbath 
11a-11p 12 Hours of Famine               Sanctuary 
4p.m. Youths leave for IGNITE Mill Creek to Ocean City 

Sat., March 21, Day of Preparation (IGNITE) 
     

Sun., March 22, Fifth in Lent (IGNITE) 
  

     9a  Children/Youth (Family) Worship   Sanctuary  
     9:30a Meet and Greet         Fellowship Hall 
   10a  Celebration of Worship  Sanctuary 
     4p  Youths Arrive Home from IGNITE 
  6p  Sunday Evening Study              thru Zoom 

 

From Monday, March 16th thru Thursday, 20
th
, Rev. Park will be at 

Exponential Conference (https://exponential.org/global-2026/).  
For Pastoral emergency call Rev. Ek Hii, pastor of Cabin Jones UMC  

at (240) 899-0641.  
Make an appointment for a guaranteed in-person meeting with the pastor  

thru Katya Flores, church secretary  
at (301) 926-8920 or office@covenant-umc.org 

See Zoom meeting IDs and Passwords (Other side) 
 

Send announcements to make through the Weekly Connection to 
Mariana Uhrlaub at marianau@aol.com by Tuesday 5 p.m.  

GET CONNECTED through Worship, Study, and Fellowship 
Celebration of Worship at 10 a.m. 
 

Online Worship at 
https:www/youtube.com/@covenantumc6910/streams  

 

Sunday Evening Study 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 625 380 900 passcode: CUMC1234 
 
Coffee with the Pastor - Monday mornings at 11 a.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 821 7822 3118 passcode: 208777 
Holy Club with Young Professionals on Monday evenings at 9 p.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 878 1926 7070  passcode: 417468 (New) 
Bible Study: Parables on Monday at 1-2 p.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 863 5389 2748 passcode: CUMC1234 
Tuesday Night Live 
          Zoom Meeting ID: 231 882 6289 passcode: cumc1234 (lower case) 
Journey thru the Bible—Tuesday evenings at 9 p.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 878 2138 8065 passcode: 468241 (New) 
High Noon Prayer, Wednesday at Noon 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 838 6452 6575; passcode: 879710 
The Story 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 885 5178 9293 passcode: 737892 
Meet the Pastor (Faith Talk) on Thursdays at 11 a.m. 
 Zoom Meeting ID: 869 5259 6555 passcode: 888062 
 

 
Lenten Journey at Covenant 

(Event details avaiable at narthex) 
 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful than Teachers,” sermon series  
  
Carbon Fast, a congregational Lenten daily discipline. 
 

Fasting on Fridays, with special offering from the cost of meals 
 

12 Hours of Famine (Youth Event), March 20
th
 11a.m. thru 11 p.m. 

 Young disciples, after school, come to church by 5 p.m. 
 

Personal Meditation at the 14 Stations of the Cross in the Sanctuary 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29, at 10 a.m. 
 

Tenebrae Service, Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7 p.m. 
 

“Stations of the Cross” on Good Friday, April 3, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, April 4, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at the outdoor chapel at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Easter celebration on Easter Day at 10 a.m. 

https://exponential.org/global-2026/
mailto:marianau@aol.com


Children & Youth [Family] Service 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent: UMCOR Sunday 
  

March 15, 2026 
9 a.m.  

 

Lent is the season of 40 days, not counting Sundays, before Easter. It comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon word “lencten,” which means “spring.” The season is in 
preparation for the celebration of Easter. Historically, it was the time of 
preparation for the baptism of Christian converts. It is a season for all Christians 
to engage in self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, self- denial; and 
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.  

 
*UMH No. 451           “Be Thou My Vision”                           SLANE 

  
*UMH No. 391  “O Happy Day that Fixed My Choice” HAPPY DAY 
  
Opening Prayer                                                   Offered in Unison 
 

A wilderness beckons us: a desert, a barren place, yet a place 
of blessing and discovery. Jesus, steady companion, 
accompany us, as we are passing through the hurtful places, 
the frightening places, the dangerous places deep within us. 
Jesus, our wise and well-traveled guide, lead us into this 
emptiness, where all will fall away, and we will have nothing 
but you. Walk with us through the valley of the shadow of 
death, where we shall be raised, and drink of deep springs. 
Amen. (Steve Garnaas-Holms, 2011) 

 
Welcome, the Gospel 
 
Offering of Our Time, Talents, and Treasures 
 
Witness to the Word                                   Rev. Dr. DaeHwa Park 

 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful Than Teachers” 
 

Part 5. Doers of the Will of God 

 
Response to the Word – Invitation to The Lord’s Supper 
 

Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Fellowship 
 

 

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal 

 

 

♥ Upcoming Events ♥ 
 

+ 12 Hours of Famine – Friday, March 20th 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
 Begin at the lunch hour at school 
 Continue at the church at 5 p.m. 
 Bring your own bible! 

 
+ GGYM Activities at Covenant – Fridays, March 27th 
 

 
Youth ROCK Retreat at Ocean City: March 20-22 (Fri.-Sun.) 

 
Departure from Mill Creek Parish (UMC), Derwood, MD 

 
Register now for the IGNITE Youth Conference, happening March 20–22, 2026, 
in Ocean City, MD. Students and leaders will hear from inspiring speakers, 
including Kris Sledge, Rev. Nicole T. Caldwell-Gross, and Bishop LaTrelle 
Easterling, with high-energy worship led by The Young Escape. Don’t miss this 
powerful weekend of faith, community, and transformation. 

 

 
Lenten Journey at Covenant 

(Event details avaiable at narthex) 
 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful than Teachers,” sermon series  
  
Carbon Fast, a congregational Lenten daily discipline. 
 

Fasting on Fridays, with special offering from the cost of meals 
 

12 Hours of Famine (Youth Event) – March 20
th
 11a.m. thru 11 p.m. 

 Young disciples, after school, come to church by 5 p.m. 

 
Personal Meditation at the 14 Stations of the Cross in the Sanctuary 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29, at 10 a.m. 
 

Tenebrae Service, Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7 p.m. 
 

“Stations of the Cross” on Good Friday, April 3, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, April 4, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at the outdoor chapel at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Easter celebration on Easter Day at 10 a.m. 

 
 
 



Children & Youth [Family] Service 
 

Fourth Sunday in Lent: UMCOR Sunday 
  

March 15, 2026 
9 a.m.  

 

Lent is the season of 40 days, not counting Sundays, before Easter. It comes 
from the Anglo-Saxon word “lencten,” which means “spring.” The season is in 
preparation for the celebration of Easter. Historically, it was the time of 
preparation for the baptism of Christian converts. It is a season for all Christians 
to engage in self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting, self- denial; and 
reading and meditating on God’s Holy Word.  

 
*UMH No. 451           “Be Thou My Vision”                           SLANE 

  
*UMH No. 391  “O Happy Day that Fixed My Choice” HAPPY DAY 
  
Opening Prayer                                                   Offered in Unison 
 

A wilderness beckons us: a desert, a barren place, yet a place 
of blessing and discovery. Jesus, steady companion, 
accompany us, as we are passing through the hurtful places, 
the frightening places, the dangerous places deep within us. 
Jesus, our wise and well-traveled guide, lead us into this 
emptiness, where all will fall away, and we will have nothing 
but you. Walk with us through the valley of the shadow of 
death, where we shall be raised, and drink of deep springs. 
Amen. (Steve Garnaas-Holms, 2011) 

 
Welcome, the Gospel 
 
Offering of Our Time, Talents, and Treasures 
 
Witness to the Word                                   Rev. Dr. DaeHwa Park 

 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful Than Teachers” 
 

Part 5. Doers of the Will of God 

 
Response to the Word – Invitation to The Lord’s Supper 
 

Dismissal with Blessing 
 
Fellowship 
 

 

UMH - United Methodist Hymnal 
 

*Congregation may stand as able 

 

♥ Upcoming Events ♥ 
 

+ 12 Hours of Famine – Friday, March 20th 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
 Begin at the lunch hour at school 
 Continue at the church at 5 p.m. 
 Bring your own bible! 

 
+ GGYM Activities at Covenant – Fridays, March 27th 
 

 
Youth ROCK Retreat at Ocean City: March 20-22 (Fri.-Sun.) 

 
Departure from Mill Creek Parish (UMC), Derwood, MD 

 
Register now for the IGNITE Youth Conference, happening March 20–22, 2026, 
in Ocean City, MD. Students and leaders will hear from inspiring speakers, 
including Kris Sledge, Rev. Nicole T. Caldwell-Gross, and Bishop LaTrelle 
Easterling, with high-energy worship led by The Young Escape. Don’t miss this 
powerful weekend of faith, community, and transformation. 

 

 
Lenten Journey at Covenant 

(Event details avaiable at narthex) 
 

“Becoming Disciples More Faithful than Teachers,” sermon series  
  
Carbon Fast, a congregational Lenten daily discipline. 
 

Fasting on Fridays, with special offering from the cost of meals 
 

12 Hours of Famine (Youth Event) – March 20
th
 11a.m. thru 11 p.m. 

 Young disciples, after school, come to church by 5 p.m. 

 
Personal Meditation at the 14 Stations of the Cross in the Sanctuary 
 

Palm Sunday, March 29, at 10 a.m. 
 

Tenebrae Service, Maundy Thursday, April 2, at 7 p.m. 
 

“Stations of the Cross” on Good Friday, April 3, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday, April 4, at 7 p.m. 
 

Easter Sunrise Service at the outdoor chapel at 6:30 a.m. 
 

Easter celebration on Easter Day at 10 a.m. 


