Associations Newsletter – January, 2021  
Accreditation: If you are looking for guidance for submitting accreditation materials, updated information is available in the Associations Resource area which is under the Accreditation tab.  All association presidents and secretaries have been sent an association Wufoo link to upload information by 31 January…contact Luke Fimreite ASAP if you cannot find this link.  Also, in the event that you have trouble with the Wufoo link, please contact Greg at accreditation@usatf.org and an alternative path may be provided.  
We recognize that there are website criteria related to formatting and what can be done with linking to events that still need to be addressed for Association websites hosted by USATF. That will be coming in the near future, so in the meantime, concentrate on the items that you can update such as posting 990's, budgets, contact information, and making sure your posted bylaws are current. Accreditation criteria affected by COVID 19 such as membership, sanctions, officials, championships are all being assessed. Refer to the annual meeting presentation Accreditation in the time of COVID for further information. You may also contact Accreditation SubCommittee co-chair Greg Mohl or your regional evaluator if you have further questions.  
Winter Associations Workshop: To address outstanding questions and uncertainties as we recover from COVID, we will host a winter workshop Sunday, 28 February. We are asking all association leaders to complete a survey to determine what topics to cover in the Workshop. Please click here to complete the survey if you have not already done so…the survey closes Saturday, 30 January at midnight EST and we look forward to your feedback and attendance for the workshop.  
 
USATF-Connect Issues: As we become more familiar with the USATF-connect platform, here are some helpful tips:
- How to complete your official’s certification video
- Informational on club renewals, membership account recovery videos and link to submitting a ‘help’ ticket
-Click here for tutorials on how to navigate USATF-Connect as an administrator.  
- Club Portal: Click here to view these info videos to help with the club portal:  
- How to create a club  
- How to renew your club membership  
- How to search for and view member profiles  
- How to renew a member's membership  
- How to add your club practices  
- How to access your insurance certificate  
- How to use the advanced filter and generate reports  
- Sanctions Townhall: Clink here to view the 30min Sanctions townhall on how to use USATF-Connect Sanctions portal videoed earlier this month.
- The New England Association has created ‘cheat sheets’ or workarounds to address issues such as renewing membership, lapsed profiles, club renewal, official renews, etc. Click here for the NE Assoc help link

 
New Sanctions Coordinator: Justin Waters is our new sanctions coordinator and can be contacted at sacntions@usatf.org or Justin.Waters@usatf.org.  


Delays in Background Screening Approvals: USATF’s background screen provider, NCSI, typically advises a 7-10 day turnaround time for domestic background screens to be processed; however, NCSI is aware of court closures happening in parts of the country due to COVID-19, and as a result there may be delays in posting background screening results.  While court closures are out of USATF and NCSI’s control, please know that NCSI is doing all they can to return screens back to USATF members as soon as possible. To view a list of current court closures, delays, and limited accesses around the country, please see this document from NCSI here.   
You are reminded of the informative on demand informational presentations on the annual meeting Document Library housed in the Associations area:  

Association President Essentials
Association Secretary Essentials
Association Treasurer Essentials
Associations Bylaws – Understanding Regulation 7-G
2020 USATF Contract Review and Event Safety - December 2020
Accreditation in the time of COVID
Documents: Virtual Meetings & Parliamentary Procedure  
COVID-19 Updates: https://www.usatf.org/covid19/logistical-information-and-guidance-for-event-directors-and-local-organizing-committees   

Included are some significant additions added mid-December for road, cross country and MUT events, plus a new section for Indoor Track.  Summary of key updates:   
STEP 1 - updated to include requirement to determine state and local government restrictions on travel and to not allow competitors travelling in from restricted areas to compete without documentation of completing the required quarantine.   
STEP 4 – Risk Stratification updated to include:  a) Level 1, 2, and 3 designation to match updated US Olympic and Paralympic Committee (USOPC) guidance designations;  b) reorganization to include different sections for outdoor track & field, indoor track & field, cross country / road / race walk (on roads) / MUT events, and non-competitors;  c) updates to risk stratification definition for select events;  d) updated layout to make viewing on mobile devices easier;  e) update to include a face covering / mask requirement for all participants, except for competitors when warming up or competing and individuals with health conditions who cannot wear a face covering / mask at all times;  f) XC / road / MUT event course width distance requirement for Low Risk updated to 12 feet, to match USOPC guidance.  
STEP 5 – Clarification that COVID-19 testing for Level 2 / Moderate Risk events must be PCR tests (not serology tests) to match CDC guidance. 
  
Remember full USATF COVID-19 information can be found at: https://www.usatf.org/covid19  
 
Passing of long-time associations and youth contributor Larry Seifert: 
It is with great sadness that we inform you of the passing of Lawrence J. Seifert. Larry passed away on Thursday, January 14 with his wife Nancy at his side.

Larry was a valued member of our Lake Erie Association since its inception and will be missed. He was the past President of the association and was so for many years. His dedicated service to the sports of Track and Field and Cross Country have served to support and inspire individuals to grow to be great athletes and officials.

Larry had numerous outstanding accomplishments as well as varied responsibilities. He was a Master Level official with 50 years of officiating experience primarily as a Referee and dealing with protests. He was a committed official at not only the local level, but at the national and international levels as well. His best accomplishment was being able to officiate at the 1996 Paralympics Games in Atlanta.

Larry had also made a large impact on Youth Athletics.  He was a fixture of USATF being not only a respected official but friend to people in every association across the country.

Please keep Larry’s family in your thoughts as they go through this difficult time.  
The Association Resource Center is Your One-Stop for Information! 
  
The online resource center is divided into five key areas to support Association leaders. Here you will find training modules for everyday tasks like date of birth verifications, resources specific to your position like medal order forms and accreditation information, and much more. The Association Resource Center is continually updated to ensure all Associations have the necessary resources available, day or night.  

Refer to: https://www.usatf.org/associations/association-resource-center-arc
Thank you all for your service to our organization let us all work towards creating a better 2021!  
Dave Shrock-Associations Chair 
