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Upcoming Meetings
Sept 20—Club meeting;
Program- Bring and share
your postcard board(s)
entered at the state fair OR
cards you are thinking might
make an interesting board to
enter in the future.
Oct 18—Club meeting;
Program: Bring and share
an anniversary card or
unusual greeting card.

Labor of Love

for you?
Don’t miss this show!
Annual Fall Postcard & Paper Show
Twin City Postcard Club
www.twincitypostcardclub.com

Saturday, October 28, 2017 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m
Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bloomington Armory
3300 West 98th Street
Bloomington,55431

Admission: $4.00—Non-Members (good both days)
$3.00 Club Members
Show or membership information: Dave Johnson 651-426-3573
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National Farmer’s Bank of Owatonna
Currently a branch of Wells Fargo
Louis Sullivan designed this bank
built in 1908 as the first of his celebrated “jewel boxes.” The strongbox look of the design gave investors a sense of security. George
Elmslie, who later went on to
establish a well known architectural
practice in Minneapolis, designed
its lavish ornamental features. The
building also showcases beautiful
stained glass windows designed by
Louis J. Millet and a mural of the
vast prairie by Oskar Gross.
This architectural gem, restored to
its original grandeur in the late
1970s and early 80s, still graces
the central business district of
downtown Owatonna at Broadway
and Cedar Streets.

If you have not been to Owatonna to see this
work of art for yourself, consider a trip in that
direction. This National Historic Landmark will
definitely be worth your time, and the staff at the
bank encourages visitors to look around and
ask questions. You will not be disappointed.

When was Labor Day established? Through the years the nation gave increasing emphasis to
Labor Day. The first governmental recognition came through municipal ordinances passed during
1885 and 1886. From these, a movement developed to secure state legislation. The first state bill
was introduced into the New York legislature, but the first to become law was passed by Oregon on
February 21, 1887. During the year four more states — Colorado, Massachusetts, New Jersey, and
New York — created the Labor Day holiday by legislative enactment. By the end of the decade
Connecticut, Nebraska, and Pennsylvania had followed suit. By 1894, 23 other states had adopted
the holiday in honor of workers, and on June 28 of that year, Congress passed an act making the
first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday in the District of Columbia and the territories.
(https://www.dol.gov/general/laborday/history)
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Cawston Ostrich Farm

by the Baileys

Continued from Jul/Aug 2017 newsletter

In 1911 a syndicate of
bankers, realizing the
fabulous profits being
made from the unique
enterprise, bought the
farm from Cawston for
$1.25 million, although it
continued to operate
under the same name.
The South Pasadena and
San Jacinto establishments
contained over 1,200
birds, and the farm was
twenty-five years old on
the day of sale.
The innovative solar
motor continued to pump
water for the ostriches and farm until World War I, when the reflector’s metal was
needed for the war effort.
With the outbreak of the First World War in the summer of 1914, Paris millinery fashion
became very conservative, abandoning large, flamboyant hats with ostrich plumage
for neat turban styles and simple ornamentation, and the commercial value for the
feathers and birds declined. The farm remained a popular attraction, as tourists
continued to flock to the farms, even as styles began to change and the popularity of
ostrich feathers waned.
An article in the Millinery
Trade Review of January,
1916 summed up the
situation thusly; “While
fashion is somewhat to
blame, many manufacturers will agree that the
situation which has
confronted them during
the past three years is in
a measure of their own
making.
There is no more regal
trimming than the ostrich
plume. As far back as
one can go in history, the
ostrich plume has been
worn by the élite.
Cawston continued page 4
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Cawston continued from page 3

The graceful plume that today, or at least a few years ago, adorned the hats of the
queens of fashion represents one of the largest branches of the millinery trade. Some
manufacturers, not satisfied to have the beautiful French plume a representative
product, started to make novelties of ostrich. They burned it, they glycerined it, and
made it into flowers, bugs, fruit and everything under the sun.
These novelties, being new, naturally sprang into immediate favor. Being cheaper than
the French plume, they became its successor. But, not having the best suitable qualities,
these novelties soon lost what favor they had gained, and a quick change of style
placed the ostrich manufacturers in a more or less precarious position. With large
factories fully equipped, and the demand for their merchandise falling away, practically
overnight, they began a severe fight for existence.
Season after season
hope sprang eternal,
until this spring the tide
seems to have turned,
and better times are in
view for the ostrich
feather manufacturers.
This is evidenced by the
popular demand this
season by all prominent
buyers for ostrich fans,
plumes, novelties,
ruchings, boas and
edgings…”

In 1919, while the products of the
Cawston Ostrich Farm were originally
very largely confined to luxurious
plumes, for which the name “Cawston”
had become so nationally famous, the
scope of production had greatly widened
and the plume was only one of its many
specialties. The luxurious fan of milady’s
evening adornment was perhaps the
most popular of all the productions.
There were, however, many other clever
creations, such as the dainty ostrich
trimmed bags for matinee and party
wear, and beautiful ostrich neckpieces,
some of them small neck throws and
others elegant capes. There were many styles of turbans and hats in which ostrich
feathers were employed exclusively. There were comfortable and very smart muffs,
and all sorts of fancy gown and hat decorations, pompoms and flowers.
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Cawston continued from page 4

The Topeka State Journal, reported on November 8, 1922; “The two long legged birds
moving swiftly across the picture presented with this account are not a pair of wild
ostriches fleeing before the ardor of hunters, but a pair of domesticated birds resident
at the Cawston ostrich farm at South Pasadena, Cal., and known to thousands of
enthusiastic lovers of animal life as "Jiggs and Maggie.” Need it be explained that they
have been named after the two principal characters in George McManus's famous
cartoon, Bringing Up Father? The fact that Jiggs is running from Maggie, even though
Maggie carries no visible rolling pin, will doubtless illuminate why the ostriches bear the
names they do.
The birds earned their
names from the fact that
out of all the thousands
of pairs of ostriches
which are kept at the
Cawston farm they are
the only ones whose
whole life together has
been a perpetual performance of bickering and
fighting and making up.
No day passes but the
pair engage in from a half
dozen to a dozen spirited
kicking matches. True to
their prototypes. Maggie
invariably emerges the
victor in these vivacious
affairs. There have been days when Jiggs could not fight back and had no desire to days when he was slowly and painfully regaining the breath which Maggie had kicked
from his body and nursing the sore spots upon which Maggie had planted first one foot
and then the other and frequently both together.
More than 100,000 visitors inspected the Cawston farm last year, and at least half of
them were regaled with a “spat" or two between Maggie and Jiggs. Some of them
questioned the management of the farm as to why the birds were not given other
mates or at least separated, and learned to their amazement the final reason why the
names of McManus's famous characters fit the ostriches ideally—that the birds have
been separated twice and were disconsolate until they were reunited. Jiggs showed his
discontent by refusing to as much as glance at the comely young ostrich which had
been allotted to him. Maggie, true to form, kicked the ostrich assigned to her into
insensibility and refused to eat until her rightful consort was returned.”
In 1922 the board of directors, decided to change its selling methods, which had been
its guide from the beginning. The stock in its New York, Chicago and San Francisco
retail stores was closed out and the Cawston products were marketed through established retail selling channels. They did a more aggressive mail-order effort, which had
always been the mainstay of the Cawston business. From that point on, however, all
mail orders, received from foreign territories where Cawston dealers were located was
referred to the local merchants.

Cawston continued page 6
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Selling a postcard made easy!
Chuck and Margaret Donley were selling cards at Elko-New Market over Memorial Day
Weekend. A former Club Member stopped by and was recognized. Inquiries were
made re any cards that featured early Edison or RCA phonographs showing the large
horn type speaker on top. Chuck mentioned that he had just acquired such a card
(real photo) that clearly showed three such devices. The card was still at home and
was not at the show. It was an early interior view of a gift/jewelry store in Fergus Falls,
MN. A calendar on the wall indicated it was taken in 1909. A price of $40.00 was set.
The customer promptly opened his wallet and produced two twenties. He then
proceeded to tell Margaret to mail the card to his house! Chuck was stunned, having
never before sold a card "sight unseen."
P.S.: The customer was very pleased as reported in a subsequent phone call.
P.P.S: Chuck reports he has some "seller's regret" but will get over it!
Submitted by Chuck Donley

Cawston continued from page 5

With the onset of the Depression, however, the farm was soon driven to bankruptcy.
The farm closed in 1935, and the ostriches were relocated to other farms. In 1934, with
ostrich feathers no longer in demand except by fan dancers like Sally Rand, the farm
was offered at auction to satisfy a county tax claim of $432.
The famed Cawston farm
in South Pasadena shut
its doors in 1934. After
the sale D. W. (Neil)
Norris, wealthy philanthropist, purchased a pair
of ostriches, a male and a
female, and made a gift
of them to the Washington
Park Zoo to replace a pair
which had died several
years before.
Most of the original brick
structure of the factory
and store remain today
as South Pasadena
Cultural Landmark No.
18, and in 2006, 53 loft
condos were developed from the main Cawston Ostrich Farm building (going rate for a
one-bedroom in the Ostrich Farm Lofts: about $700,000).
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The Land of Lakes Postcard and Paper Show was another success! Many club
members attended this popular annual event. You may recognize a few in the images
below!
If you were not able to make this show, look for the TCPC Fall Postcard and Paper
Show coming in October. Put the dates on your calendar now: October 28 & 29.
Look for the details on pages 1 and 12.

Do you see Morgan Hassenmayer in the center of the image above? This TCPC member began
promoting the show 15 years ago, but it has been two years since she turned the reins over to Mary
Martin, the current promoter. Morgan still makes the trek from Connecticut to do the show every
July. On the right is our own Dianne Lamb viewing the beautiful new Halloween cards Dave Torretta
(standing) brought from Washington state. That’s right! Dealers from coast to coast!

The staff from Mary Martin here for the show worked the tables inside the door to the right in the
image below. We look forward to seeing them all again next year.
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Postcard Fun

Submit your favorite joke, puzzle or comic cards — no text required!

Remember the babies in
Postcard Fun of the last issue
of the newsletter? Well
TCPC member Jane Lee has
found another set of
adorable babies in her
collection!
Thanks, Jane!

Babies abound!
The postcards to the right are from
PFB Series 8636

Below, a few cards for those of you
looking forward to hunting in
November.
Guess what year these postcards were
sent to your newsletter editor!
Find the answer on page 11.

We Run Into The Darndest Things Around Here
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TCPC News & Notes
** ROSTERS AND DUES PAYMENT INFO **
From our Membership Chair, Dianne Lamb

By now I'm sure you're used to reading this message in the September/October newsletter,
but PLEASE, still read it in its entirety. Once again the club roster will be distributed at the fall
show, so here are some reminders.
We save so much money each year by printing rosters only for members who truly use and
want them. If you would like to receive one, please email me, Dianne Lamb, at
dvlamb@hotmail.com or call (651.246.6182). This is my cell number, so I will hear your
message.
Please take a few minutes to call or email me as soon as you read this. The show is on
October 28 and 29 this year, but I need to make revisions and get the roster to the printer
well before that.

So, I need to hear from you by Tuesday, October 10. No response will indicate
that you do not want a roster and will not ask for one later. Also, if revisions to
your roster listing are needed, have those to me by October 10, too.
If you attend the fall show, you can pick up the roster there, or it will be mailed to you with
the January/February newsletter.

***ONE FINAL PLEA*** - If your membership dues expire in October or
November, please send them before the show. So many mix-ups can be
avoided that way.
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Calendar of Events
September 20—Club meeting: Program: Bring and share your postcard board(s) entered at the state fair OR cards you are thinking might make
an interesting board to enter in the future. What tips and/or suggestions do
you have for next year?
•

•

October 18—Club meeting; Program: Our club is celebrating another anniversary!
Bring and share an anniversary card or an unusual greeting card.

•

October 28 & 29—TCPC Fall Postcard Show (see pages 1 & 12 for details)

•

November 1—Board meeting

•

November 15—Club meeting; Program: Bring and share your recent finds from the Fall
Postcard Show OR examples of cards that keep you searching at shows.

•

December 20—Club meeting

•

January 3—Board meeting

•

January 17—Club meeting

•
•
•

February 21—Club meeting

•

March 21—Club meeting

•

April 18—Club meeting

•

May 2—Board meeting

March 6—Board meeting

Wanted: Upcoming Programs
Have a program you’d like to do for the group? It
only needs to be 10 to 15 minutes long.
Programs can be about anything from your favorite card topic or a general postcard topic.
Call Dave Johnson at 651-426-3573 for further
details.

Advertising:

General advertising will appear in the newsletters. Members can have one free line ad in the newsletter each year.
Send your ad (and payment if required) to the newsletter
editor.
Member Advertising rates (per issue)
Business card size…$4.00
Quarter Page………$10.00
Half Page …….……$20.00
Full Page……….…. $30.00
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TCPC Board of Directors and Officers

Meetings and Events

All meetings to be at
The Lynnhurst Community Center
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
Unless otherwise noted

What can I do with my club membership?








Attend monthly meetings with other postcard enthusiasts
Buy and sell postcards at club meetings
Learn more about all aspects of postcard collecting through
club programs and from conversations with other members
Borrow books from our sizable club library
Receive the club newsletter in the mail six times a year
Get an annual roster of club members with collecting
interests

Welcome New Member!


Ralph Bowman
The Paper Gallery
Valley Center, California
Dealer of better cards and promotes shows in
Phoenix and California

President: Chuck Donley, 952-988-9797
VP & Membership: Dianne Lamb, 651-460-4927
Treasurer: Allan Hillesheim, 612-377-6062
Secretary: Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Editor: Robin Arneson, 952-435-6616
Assistant Editors: Jane Lee, 952-567-3713,
Dave Norman, 612-729-2428
Webmaster: Duane Stabler, 952-447-8654
Program Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Show Chair: Dave Johnson, 651-426-3573
Social Coordinator: Dean Borghorst, 612-332-0256
Librarian: Robin Arneson, 952-435-6616
Member-at-Large: Jane Lee, 952-567-3713
Member-at-Large: Vacant
Postcard Fun: The postcard on the left was sent to
me in 1959 by my grandparents who were visiting
Washington state at the time. I have been saving and
collecting postcards ever since! What is the earliest
postcard in your collection? Submit it along with a
little information on how you came to have it!
Please submit a card or cards for Postcard Fun! It is so easy
to do!! Scan your card(s) and send with a little information
to rarneson@charter.net.

Twin City Postcard Club Membership Application
Please check one: New Member_____ Renewal_____ Reinstatement_____ Change of Information_____
NAME______________________________________________________________________________________________
STREET ADDRESS:__________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP _____________________________________________________________________________________
TELEPHONE # (include area code)______________________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS (optional)___________________________________________________________________________
TYPES of POSTCARDS COLLECTED: ___________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Mail to Dianne Lamb, TCPC Membership Chair, 25145 Chippendale Ave, Farmington MN 55024
Total Dues annually: $13 + $1 for each additional member in the household
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Do not miss the important
information concerning rosters
and dues payment on page 9!
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We are on the web!
www.twincitypostcardclub.com and
on Facebook

Annual Fall Postcard & Paper
Show
Twin City Postcard Club
www.twincitypostcardclub.com
Saturday, October 28, 2017 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m
Sunday, October 29, 2017 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Bloomington Armory
3300 West 98th Street
Bloomington,55431
Admission: $4.00—Non-Members (good both days)
$3.00 Club Members

Monthly Meeting Location:
The Lynnhurst Community Center
1345 W. Minnehaha Parkway (at 50th St.)
Minneapolis MN
(We are in the South West corner of the
intersection)
Time: 5:30 - 8:15 pm (program and meeting
at 7:15)

Show or membership information: Dave Johnson
651-426-3573
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Have something you want to contribute?
Contact: Robin Arneson, rarneson@charter.net
or 952-270-3848

