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Welcome to Spring
Wow! Spring is upon us, and though the first few days were filled with cold
wet weather, nonetheless spring is here. This gives us several opportunties
as a church to reach out to the lost in our community. With warmer weather
people are more apt to travel and to get out of their homes. It is usually the
trend that church attendance will go up and we will begin to have more visitors.
If we use this warmer weather and the new life growing around us in the
flowers, trees, and grass we can perhaps help others have new life within
them. Our goal is always to bring people to the foot of the cross so they can
see Christ as Savior and repent, giving their lives over to Him and beginning
a new life as a Christian. We should use this time of warmer weather and
visitors to welcome them to Stanley Baptist and introduce them to the things
we have available as a church as well as the different activities and plans we
have for summer.
We would like to figure out several church activities for the summer months while kids are out of school. While we always have VBS as a ministry for
the summer, Pastor Jason would like to do some other things on Friday or
Saturday’s once a month through the summer. This is something that can
reach the community and perhaps help lead people to Stanley Baptist. Even if
they don’t choose to attend Stanley Baptist, we can hope that we are planting
seeds that people can allow to grow so they can know God better.
If you have any ideas or suggestions of things we could do at the church
for the community let someone on the Outreach team, a deacon, or Pastor
Jason know. Hopefully we can plan several events that won’t cost the church
anything monetarily, but that will let the community know we are here and
they are welcome. There are alot of possiblities for things to do, so let’s work
together and come up with some exciting things that can reach the community and bless both our church family and our brothers and sisters in the
community.
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“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come on you, and you will be My witnesses
in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to
the ends of the earth.” ACTS 1:8

Ministry Teams
One of the things we have been
successful at as a church is outreach.
When our community is in need we
respond! That is a great thing and we
are very proud that we are still one of
the churches that feel God’s desire for
us to help others.
To do this WE NEED PEOPLE! That
means YOU! IF you have breath in
your lungs we know there is something
you can do and a way you can help.
Please talk with the pastor about ways
to serve and we guarantee there is
somethig for you to do that will bless
your heart and others.
We have the Outreach Team which is
working to provide different ideas to
reach the lost in our community. Additionally, they are working to develop
ways to minister to those around us so
they can feel God’s love through our
giving hearts.
If you have an idea that might be
something the Outreach Team can
use please reach out to them to let
them know. Emily Reed is chairing
the committe, so see her about getting
involved--even if it is just with a suggestion of something you might think
would be a good idea for the Outreach
Team. Pray for them as they work for
us as a church and serve God in this
endeavor.

PASTORS CORNER
There are a lot of things going on for us
as a church, and I have to be completely
honest…most of it we haven’t asked
for. I’m referring to the decision that
the Cooperative Baptist Fellowship has
made after the committee submitted
their report in reference to their hiring
practices. The committee was deemed
the “Illumination Project” and they
were tasked with looking into whether
or not the hiring practices of the CBF
were still relevant considering the social issues of homosexuality, transgenderism, and the idea of mixed families.
That was to be considered with the
hiring practices that started years ago
that stated the CBF would not hire any
homosexuals, transgenders, or any variance of the kind in any CBF positions.
To start, we were told by the CBF that
they were looking at this for non-ministry positions such as administrative
positions and things like that. Churches and pastors were told that this was
not for field positions or for ministry
positions, and going along with that I
was not opposed to it as a minister. I
felt that this would be a positive thing if
we could be a beacon of light to those
working in administrative jobs to show
them the light of Christ and that not all
Christians were opposed to welcoming
homosexuals into the CBF as administrative workers. The sad part is that
many Christians stand on the complete
opposite side of the spectrum and exile
anyone that claims to be homosexual or
transgender, and therefore make them
feel that God doesn’t care for them.
I feel that we should welcome all people
into God’s house and that if God can
prick their hearts then their relationship with Jesus Christ will change their

hearts to follow Christ fully. From
there it is our responsibility to be good
Christian stewards and lead by example by loving people and allowing God
to convict repentance in the lives of
people he connects with. Our responsibility is great when it comes to this,
but there is a difference between loving
and condoning. I am not saying we
condone the sin or that we allow people
to continue sinning in a way that has
been pointed out by God that should be
changed. Repentance is inside the heart
with God and it is outside in action
so that all witnessing it can see a true
change of nature. The same applies
for all people dealing with sin, whether it be alcoholism, drug addiction,
adultery, fornication, homosexuality,
or whatever other sin can be applied
to this spectrum. Basically, all sin in
ones life needs to be repented and all
sin should be something that is being
moved toward change in ones life. We
are to champion this in our lives as
well as those we have influence with. If
we do not allow this to happen, we are
basically allowing people to overlook
sin and go on their merry way living in
sin and possibly never truly giving their
lives over to Christ in repentance and in
faith. Our jobs are to remain Christ-like
in our faith and in our actions toward
others.
The CBF however, have now moved
their ideas from allowing homosexuals
and transgenders to be in administrative positions to actually taking part in
ministry position up to and including
sending homosexual couples into the
missions field. While some would see
this as a wonderful thing others do
not look at it in this way. For me as a
minister I feel like we are sadly opening

a door to change that will not only confuse those being reached in the mission field to additionally being a truly
damning thing for Baptist churches
everywhere. Now there is truly a line
in the sand and more people are going
to be divided than will be gathered in
unity. Sadly, instead of worrying about
the mission field as a place to reach the
lost, now it is going to be confused with
people arguing over who is right to be
in the mission field. The sad part about
this is that now Satan is truly winning
because our focus is once again taken
from serving God by serving others to
arguing over an issue that shouldn’t
really be an issue.
When we meet for our open forum it is
this we are talking about. As a church
that is being directly affected by this
decision, we need to discuss who we
want to be. We need to decide where
we want to stand; which side of the
line are going to be on? We have to be
more convicted than ever to stand firm
on Gods word and reach the lost while
still convicting people of the sin in their
lives.
If we are to remain the people God has
called us to be, we need to make a decision where we are going to stand and
then stand firm. We can only achieve
this by following Gods word, working
to win the lost, and by not turning our
backs in hatred, but opening our arms
in love. All the while, convicting people
of sin in their lives by not pointing
fingers, but sharing our own testimonies of dealing with sin in our lives in
hopes that others will deal with sin in
their own.
Our place in this world is not one to be
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people of judgement--that is to be
left for God and God alone. When we
understand our roles and where we
stand in the Great Commission we
must understand that we are to bring
the gospel in love.
Scripture talks about the power of
love and that it is the greatest of all
of our gifts of the spirit. Once we
understand that and work toward
spreading the gospel message we
will send that messaage to the world
pointing to the love of God and not
the judgment of man. While we
understand that judgment is of God,
we also must understand that we are
responsible in our lives and in the
lives of others to help the Holy Spirit
in convicting repentance in the lives
of thsoe who are lost in sin.
This is a hard job, because as we

point out sin and pray for conviction,
we must also deal with sin in our own
lives as well. In order not to be considered hypocrites, we must do our
best ot live according to the Word of
God, but also be able to show others
in love that repentance is needed and
is a constant in all Christians lives.
The question that we are faced with
in this endeavor, along with the decision of the CBF, is whether or not
we want to financially contribute to
the CBF to send homosexual missionaries into the field. While CBF has
made their decision, it is our jobs as
well to decide what our role will be.
If we continue to remain a part of the
CBF and send financial contibutions
to them everyone will make the assumpution that we are in full agreement with the CBF’s decision.

This is a difficult time for us. We
are going to have to make a decision
on what we want to do. We have to
remain loving, but in love we cannot
condone sin. We have to understand
that if we are not convicting ourselves and those around us of the sin in
our lives, and the repentance needed
in order to remain faithful to Christ,
then we are simply allowing oursleves and others to condone those
things God points out to repent
from.
We must do this as a group and we
must do this in unaminous agreement, anything else will cause
heartache within our church. Either
way, no matter what the decision,
we will remain faithful to God in our
journey and I will do my best as your
Pastor to follow God’s guidance for
our future.

Sermons for the Quarter
We are listing the sermons for the Quarter here so you can have an idea of what we will be discussing in the coming
weeks. This way, you can go ahead and read the scripture references and be better prepared to receive the Word.
April 1

It is Finished

April 8

He is Risen

April 15

Living the Word

April 22

The Rock

April 29

A Living Covenent

May 6

The Rising Tide

Mark 13:3-23

May 13

The Way Out

Mark 13:24-27

May 20

The Way Through

Mark 13:28-31

May 27

The Way Ahead

Mark 13:32-37

June 3

Unity in Christ

1 Corinthians 1:10

June 10

Unity in Leadership

Ephesians 4:11-13

June 17

Unity in Forgiveness

Colossians 3:13-14

June 24

Unity in Living
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Isaiah 53:3-4
Matthew 28:16-20
Hebrews 4:12
Numbers 20:11
Mark 1:8

Psalm 133:1

Books, Movies, and Music
This section will recommend books, movies, and other activities that are Christian focused and that
you might find interesting.
I Can Only Imagine (2018) PG
This biography of MercyMe’s lead singer
Bart Millard and his life that led to him writing I Can Only Imagine. This is currently in
theaters but has received wonderful reviews
and one that should be watched. This story
shows how people have been influenced by
this song and the lives of those connected
to MercyMe and to lead singer Bart Millard.
If you are interested in watching it, let us
know and maybe we can get a church group
together and watch it.

The Star (2017) PG
Want to bring a little Christmas movie to
your spring? I know Christmas is the last
thing you’re thinking about, but The Star
is a wonderful family movie that you are sure
to enjoy. This movie takes a unique look at
Christ’s birth through the eyes of animals
and the star that led them to Bethlehem.

Follow Me by David Platt
In this new book, David Platt, author of the
New York Times bestselling book, Radical:
Taking Back Your Faith from the American
Dream, contends that multitudes of people
around the world culturally think they are
Christians yet biblically are not followers of
Christ. Revealing a biblical picture of what
it means to truly be a Christian, Follow Me
explores the gravity of what we must forsake
in this world, as well as the indescribable joy
and deep satisfaction to be found when we
live for Christ. The call to follow Jesus is
not simply an invitation to pray a prayer; it’s
a summons to lose your life and to find new
life in him. This book will show you what
such life actually looks like.

The Story by Zondervan
The Story is 31 chapters revealing God’s
grace. This is an in depth look at some of
the greatest accoutns if biblical history. If
you have thought about studying the Bible
in the new year this is a great place to start.
Pastor Jason has this in his personal library
and also has study guides he would let you
have to help you while reading this. AS with
any book these are views from the contributors, but they are views that can help you on
your personal journey. This is also a Bible
study for anyone that might be interested in
doing it in the future.

Forever on Your Side by NeedtoBreathe
(2018)

Harrisonburg Escape Rooms
The House of Clues of Harrisonburg is a
challenging and fun experience for families,
friends and team bonding. An escape room
is an adventure game in which players are
“locked” in a room and have to use elements
of the room to solve a series of puzzles and
think their way out within 60 minutes.
Bring your energy and sense of humor!!
We’ll have you put away your devices to have
a good time relying on just your wits and
each other!

If you’ve never listened to NeedtoBreathe
now is the time! Brothers lead this band
singing songs of praise and faith. This album
is set to release in July, but if you check out
some of the music they’ve released before
now you will see and hear what they are all
about.
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Happenings You Need to Know About
Bible Study We are going to switch up Bible study days
to give others an opportunity to attend. We will be moving the studies from the second and fourth Tuesday to
the second and fourth Thursday and keep the same times.
After this quarter, we will take a look at attendance and
poll everyone to see which times and days everyone would
like to have Bible study on. Right now, we are averaging
15 people per Bible study for a total of 30 average in
attendance. This is really great and we’re excited to see if
we can get more people out by switching days. Once we
determine which is the best days and times we will try to
move the Bible study there and keep it there on a permanent basis.
Our Bible studies have been going really well and have
been enjoyable for all of us who attend. If you would like
to attend but are worried you are behind don’t be! Just
ask Pastor Jason and he will get you all of the copies of the
studies up to this point and catch you up.
Help Wanted: If any one wants to help with the website,
Facebook page, or the newsletter let Pastor Jason know.
The more the merrier so to speak. We want to make sure
that all of these things are reaching people in the community, but also that they are something our church family
find fun and informative. In the future Pastor Jason wants
to add a section for recipe’s, craft ideas, and anything else
that would be good for people to use or learn from.
One of the things we really want to do with the newsletter
is keep people informed about ALL of the things we have
going on...especially the shut-in’s or those who can’t
make it to church as often as they would like. Our goal is
to reach everyone and not leave anyone excluded. That
means in future newsletters we will include the above
mentioned things as well as a section just for children and
youth. It might be a coloring page or activity for smaller
children and movie, book, and music selection for youth.
Also, we want to include family activities that everyone
can enjoy and participate in. So help out if you can!
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Pastor’s Office Hours: We are going to be changing up
the office hours so that we can do Bible Study on Thursday’s instead of Tuesday’s. Pastor Jason will keep the
same times, but will be moving the day to Tuesday and
follow these times:
2 PM; 1 PM- 3 PM; 6 PM-8 PM
If you need to make an appointment with Pastor Jason
please use these contact methods to reach out and set
something up.
Email: pastor@stanleybaptist.org
Office: (540) 778-1037
Cell/Text: (540) 462-7180
In the event Pastor Jason cannot be available during the
posted office hours he will let you know as best he can.
With Pastor Jason’s reovery from surgery these times are
going to be a little different because of this. If you plan on
stopping in please call just to ensure that he is available.
Thanks.
Our Graduation Banquet will be May 27th. Eddie Oates will speak and Travis Wolf will bring special music.
Our graduates are as follows:
Lauren Wolf—Page County High School
Eric Matthews—Page County High School
Jordan Mercer—Lord Fairfax Community College—Associates Degree
Emily Reed—Bridgewater College
Logan Good—Bridgewater College
Jarret McKay—George Mason University
Jacob McKay—Jefferson College of Health Sciences at
Carillon Clinic
Hannah Turner—James Madison University
Deborah Burner Kile—James Madison University—Doctorate of Nursing Practice
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“6 ‘Don’t be alarmed,” he told them.
“You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was cruciﬁed. He has been
resurrected! He is not here! See the
place where they put Him.”
Mark 16:6

OFFICE: 1 (540) 778-1037
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