Rainy Afternoon, Belfast, Jolita Jarutiené, Watercolour, 43 x 53 cms
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Welcome to the ArtisAnn Gallery where you’ll find high quality
contemporary artwork by award-winning painters and sculptors, many
of whom are members of the Royal Ulster Academy (RUA), some
exciting new works by emerging young artists, straight out of Art
College, and some artists on the cusp of making it big!
We pride ourselves on our friendly, professional service and our
knowledge of the artworks on display.
Selected with homes and businesses in mind, you’re sure to find
something to fall in love with among our wide selection of
contemporary artworks.
We can even arrange private gallery viewings and home visits to help
you find that perfect piece of artwork that makes a house a home!

ArtisAnn – Art that works for you!
ArtisAnn is now a member of the ‘Own Art’ scheme,
providing interest-free credit to buy artworks.

BELFAST IS MY CITY
This is an exhibition by eight artists who have chosen to make Belfast
their home. How long this talented people will continue to live here,
enriching our city and our culture, is an open question.
With the Brexit hysteria over immigration, and a new ‘Points System’
being introduced, whereby low income earners are no longer
welcome, those earning the average artist salary (which is 15% less
than the average salary across Northern Ireland) may find themselves
personae non grata.
And with our ethnic minority community under daily attack (Michael
Walker, Amnesty International Blog, 17 Sept 2018), the ArtisAnn Gallery would
like to show our solidarity, and celebrate the diversity and talent that
the ethnic communities add to our lives.
Throughout January the ArtisAnn Gallery will celebrate those people
who have left their native land to come to Belfast to make it their
home. Artists from across the world will be showing work that has
been inspired by Belfast, the place that is now their city.
This international exhibition features artists Magdalena Blazejewicz
(Poland), Wilhelmina Peace Covington (France), Lenka Davidikova
(Slovakia), Valerie Giannandrea McKeag (Italy/Scotland) Santa Leimane
(Latvia), Jolita Jarutiené (Lithuania), Gary Shaw (Australia), and Anka
Sikora (Poland).
They, and you, are all very welcome at the ArtisAnn Gallery.

MAGDALENA BLAZEJEWICZ
Belfast
based
artist,
Magdalena
Blazejewicz,
was born in 1981 in the
Polish city of Lodz. Her
work, which draws on the
human face and figure, is
inspired by fashion, with
photo
realism
and
feminine beauty strong
influences.
The images on show here,
‘Woman in the Egg Shell’
and ‘Ameadalia’ were
inspired by 19th century
concepts of female beauty
but created in the modern
style and fashion of the
21st century.
Magdalena has exhibited in several galleries throughout Northern
Ireland, while ‘My Antoniette’, a collection of her female images, is
currently on exhibition in Piotr Uznanski Art Gallery, Lodz, Poland.

Ameadalia, Oil on Canvas, 117 x 61 cms

Woman in the Egg Shell, Oil on Canvas, 76 x 61cms

WILHELMINA PEACE COVINGTON
Wilhelmina Peace Covington is a Belfast

based visual artist originally from France.
She first came to Northern Ireland in
2009 to study cultural anthropology at
The Queen’s University Belfast. After
graduating with honours in 2012,
Wilhelmina devoted herself entirely to
her artistic career and turned her focus
to drawing and printmaking. She is
currently studying Fine Art Printmaking
at Ulster University, Belfast, as well as
teaching experimental drawing from her studio in in East Belfast.
Her background as an anthropologist continues to influence her work,
especially in the realm of mythology, ritual and psychology. Her work
is an exploration into overarching narratives of metamorphosis, both
on a personal level and on a wider, societal plane. She investigates
myths and legends from different cultures past and present, in order
to bring to light our own intimate mythopoesis and tales of inner
transformation.
Displacement and challenges form the underlying narrative of
Wilhelmina’s work. Parallel themes recur in ‘The Stroll’ and the
surrealist atmosphere of the piece serves as an echo of a city divided,
ambivalent and split by notions of perceived difference. Hope
however looms a bit further on. The cloud floats close by, in an open
sky, as a promise of imminent renewal.

In My Own Silence, Hand-Coloured Etching/Aquatint on Somerset paper, 48 x 37 cms

The Stroll, Etching, Aquatint & Drypoint on Somerset Paper, 38 x 38 cms

LENKA DAVIDIKOVA
Lenka Davidikova was born in 1980 in
Dolny Kubin, in former
Czechoslovakia. As a result she was
exposed to both Czech and Slovakian
culture during her upbringing. Since
2006 she has been living in Belfast,
Northern Ireland. In 2012 Lenka
graduated from the University of
Ulster in Fine Art. Following her
studies, she has frequently exhibited
throughout the United Kingdom.

The experience of growing up amidst the transformation from a
communist state, to that of a more democratic system, and
subsequent cross-cultural relocations, substantially impact her work.
Lenka has exhibited at Royal West of England Academy (Bristol),
Chroma Exhibition (London), Royal Ulster Academy (Belfast),
Waterfront Hall (Belfast), Soup Lab (Norwich) as well as in solo and
group shows throughout Northern Ireland, and was a featured artist in
the Sunday Times Culture Magazine.
Her work captures the diverse characters of Belfast and reflects their
stoic nature, their ability to endure and most importantly, to survive.

Red Bag, Acrylic on Paper, 62 x 47 cms

Cauldron Myth, Charcoal, Graphite and Ink on Paper, 39 x 48 cms

Sacred Deer, Charcoal, Graphite and Pastel on Paper, 39 x 48 cms

JOLITA JARUTIENÉ
Jolita Jarutiené was born in
Kaunas, Lithuania. She initially
studied science, including
pharmacy and psychology at
Kaunas University, later
qualifying with an MA in Social
Work, before becoming a
qualified professional artist
working in Northern Ireland.
She has acquired a National
Diploma in Art & Design.

Jolita was Ambassador of Vilnius at the European Capital of Culture,
2009. In her spare time, she runs art workshops, showcasing her
artistic talents in various media including ceramics, painting and ethnic
art. Since 2000 Jolita's art work has been exhibited in numerous solo
and group shows in Lithuania, Republic of Ireland and United Kingdom.
Her work is held in the embassy of the Republic of Lithuania in London,
the Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania in Dublin, were she was
invited to stage a solo exhibition, and in private collections in Northern
Ireland, the Republic of Ireland, Spain, Hungary, France and Lithuania.
Her love of the quirkiness of Northern Ireland is evident in her diverse
paintings, sometimes in watercolour, or oils, or even inmixed media.

Produce of Belfast, Mixed Media on Canvas, 101 x 72 cms

SANTA LEIMANE
Latvian-born Santa Leimane studied
Fine Art at the University of Ulster
Art College, graduating in 2017.
While still an undergraduate, she
completed a number of private
commissions, took part in several
group exhibitions and had a very
successful solo show at a gallery in
Belfast.
After an outstanding
degree show, including winning the
Cool Banana Art Award and being
longlisted for RDS Visual Art Award, Santa has been honoured to have
her paintings purchased for the collections of the Visual Artist NI and
for the Arts Council NI.
Santa’s paintings explore a distant, inner world of lingering loneliness.
Her work is mainly figurative, representational and atmospheric. Her
fascination with the human form, its flesh tones and its anatomy, is a
current preoccupation. Often covering the face of the subject, she
uses the tones and palette of her artwork to evoke a sense of solitude
and of a search for identity, a need to belong. Her paintings capture
that moment when everything around is changing, time passing,
memories fading.
Leimane was selected as one of the ‘Emerging Artists of 2017’ by the
ArtisAnn Gallery, Belfast.

Restlessness of Winter Decline, Oil on canvas, 70 x 120 cms

… and the time swam like a Boa Snake, Oil on Canvas, 100 x 70 cms

VALERIE GIANNANDREA MCKEAG
Valerie Giannandrea McKeag, is
originally from Italy, but her
parents settled in Scotland when
she was a child. She graduated
from the Duncan of Jordanstone
College of Art, in Dundee,
Scotland, in 1985 with a first class
BA Honours Degree in illustration,
before moving to London shortly
afterwards where she earned a
living as a freelance illustrator working for various clients in advertising
and publishing over a twelve year period.
Looking for a change in career, she arrived in Belfast in 1997, retrained as a teacher, and is currently Head of Art at Ashfield Girls’ High
School in Belfast, where she helps to inspire the next generation of
Irish artists.
Her paintings explore the transient effects of light and weather and the
passing of seasons on the landscape. Her monoprints, for which she is
justly famous, focus on still life and interiors as subject matter. Here,
she has used acrylic to excellent effect to capture some of her
favourite landmarks in Belfast.

Connswater, Acrylic on Canvas, 40 x 30 cms

Cyprus Avenue, Acylic on Canvas, 60 x 60 cms

ANKA SIKORA
Anka Sikora, born in Poland, is an
artist based in Belfast, Northern
Ireland. She graduated from the
Belfast School of Arts, Ulster
University - BA HONS Fine Art 2016 2019. Using oil paint and acrylics, she
creates
paintings
based
on
photographs
or
photo-shopped
images which act as a skeleton on
which to explore various painterly
approaches. Her artistic process
always begins with a flash of interest
in a visual, element, a glimpse of
something, or a memory.
Multi-layering in terms of both storytelling and technique are
important components of her paintings, where personal memories,
dreams, and reflections are expressed through ambiguous narratives
and suggestive spaces. Spaces such as old houses, long abandoned by
their owners, and open spaces, rarely visited, but remaining in the
memory still.
Anka was awarded Carson McDowell Award 2019 and the Queen
Street Studios Award, 2019.

Endless, Oil on Canvas, 132 x 90 cms

July, Oil on Canvas, 52 x 47 cms

GARY SHAW
Gary studied for his first degree in
Fine Art at the University of South
Australia, where he had several
group and solo shows before he
moved to Belfast, Northern Ireland.
He attained his Masters in Fine Art at
the University of Ulster and is
considered one of our finest abstract
artists.
The endless variety of patterns and
colours has always appealed to Gary,

as witnessed by his blocks of solid colour, his painting of jockey's silks,
the maritime flags and the geometrical shapes used to communicate
with the viewer, sometimes in an almost hypnotic way.
His work has been shown as far afield as America (with a Residency in
New York), Australia, Canada (Banff Residency), China, Indonesia,
Germany and Spain, as well as shows throughout the British Isles. He
has shown numerous times in the Royal Ulster Academy, and his work
is held in many private collections.
This collection of work is based on sketches taken from his studio
window as people pass between the tree and the gate opposite. This
self-imposed short time-frame imposes a strict discipline on the artist,
forcing him to capture their essence without retouching or further reworking.

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 5), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 6), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 7), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 8), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 9), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 10), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

THE PEDESTRIANS (NO. 11), INK ON PAPER, 33 X 50 CMS

All works are available to buy
And may be collected/delivered
once the exhibition ends.
Items may be also purchased under the

Own Art Scheme
(T&Cs apply, see staff for details)

ARTISTS SHOWING AT ARTISANN
Painting:

(cont)

Sophie Aghajanian, RUA
Babarba Allen, RUA
James Allen, RUA
Neisha Allen, RUA
Keith Ayton
Brian Ballard, RUA
Lisa Ballard ARUA
John Breakey, RUA
Patrick Conyngham
Wilhelmena Peace Covington
Jackie Crooks
Lenka Davidikova
Marie-Thérèse Davis
Gary Devon, RUA
Frank Eyre
Dan Ferguson
Carol Graham, RUA
Ciarán Harper
Andrew Haslett
Hilary Hinds
Trina Hobson
Jolita Jarutiene
Gavin Lavelle
Rachel Lawell
Santa Lemaine
Fiona Lowe-Brunell
James MacKeever, ARUA
Connor Maguire
Sam McCready
Colin McGookin, RUA
Rosie McGurran RUA
Valerie Giannandrea McKeag
Harry McMahon
Aimee MeLaugh
Charlie Scott
Joanna Mules, RUA
Anka Secora

Gary Shaw
Stephen Shaw
Neil Shawcross, MBE; RUA
Matthew Smyth
Jennifer Trouton, RUA
Raymond Watson
Pencil, Paper and Charcoal:
Lenka Davikova
Barbara Kerr
Terry McAllister
Sculpture, Ceramics & Glass:
Ursula Burke ARUA
Patrick Colhoun
Joy Gray
Alison Lowry
James McKeever, ARUA
Alan Milligan
Raymond Watson
Photography, Print & Collage:
Margaret Arthur RUA
Barbara Allen RUA
Ann and Ken Bartley
Tom Bevan
Jonathan Brennan
Wilhelmena Peace-Covington
Julie Cocoran
Richard Croft, RUA
Rosie Fisher
Diarmuid Kennedy
Susan McKeever
Tracey Moberly
Peter Richards, ARUA
Pamela Walker

FORTHCOMING EXHIBITIONS
ON THE SHOULDERS OF
GIANTS
Professor Harry McMahon
As part of the Science Festival, this
exhibition is a tribute to the
pioneers of science.
Wed 3rd - Sat 27th February 2021

IN RESONANCE
Rising star, Saffron Monks Smith,
will be hosting her first solo
exhibition at the ArtisAnn Gallery
Wed 2nd March – Sat 3rd April 2021

CREATIVE UNDOING
Firm favourite, Carol Graham,
PPRUA, will be showing her new
painted collage work for the first
time in this new show.
Wed 6th –April – Sat 1st May 2021
Join our mailing list to keep up to date with other new shows and gallery events in
the future: https://www.artisann.org/newsletter-1.html

AT HOME WITH ART
A Free and Easy Service!
Sometimes it’s hard to judge if an artwork will suit your home. Or
perhaps you’re just bored looking at the same four walls! And you
may still be unable or unwilling to visit an art gallery at the moment,
but missing the joy of having new art in your life.
If this resonates with you, then help is at hand.

The ArtisAnn Gallery now offers you the opportunity to view
artworks in the comfort of your own safe, secure, home.
Simply select the item/s you would like to see in your home from our
website (www.artisann.org), then give us a call or drop us an email.
We will personally deliver directly to your door at a time to suit you,
and will be on hand to give additional information or to answer any
questions you may have.
Once you’ve had the opportunity to give it a test run, we will take it
away again. However, should you decide to keep any artwork, you can
buy in whatever way is easiest for you.
All transactions will take place in a socially distanced, safe manner.

Stay safe and let the Gallery come to you!
(T & Cs apply)

LIVE WITH THE ART YOU LOVE
With an 10 month interest free loan from
Own Art, you can take it home today!
How do I apply?
You need to be:
•
•
•

Over 18
Resident in UK
Employed, self-employed or in receipt of a pension.

What do I need to apply?
•
•
•
•

Photographic ID (driving licence, passport, etc.)
Proof of address (utility bill, driving licence, etc.)
Bank Account Direct Debit details (usually on your bank card)
Employer/Pension details (name, address, phone no. or ref no.)

How long does it take?
Approximately 10 minutes to fill in the form either in the gallery
or online at home – and, as you get approved straight away,
you can bring your new artwork home immediately!

Is there a limit?
You can buy any original artwork from £100 to £10,000 from the
ArtisAnn Gallery, including Prints and Sculptures. You pay over
10 months, starting four weeks after you sign up. You can
even pay a deposit to make the monthly payments smaller!

For more information, or to sign up, just ask!

ArtisAnn – Art that works for you!
Credit subject to status and affordability. Terms and Conditions Apply. Credit is provided by Hitachi Capital Consumer
Finance, a division of Hitachi Capital (UK) PLC authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Representative 0% APR

ArtisAnn
70 Bloomfield Avenue, BT5 5AE
www.artisann.org/www.artiann.co.uk
mail@artisann.org
077 263 263 90/079 053 395 69

Opening Hours

Tues – Friday 11am – 6pm
Saturday 12pm – 5pm

