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THE RUNAWAY PROPHET

freely adapted from

THE BOOK OF JONAH
BY Paul Dallgas-Frey
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Would you ever say that to God?

Jonhah did.
God said to Johah, “Go to Ninevah!”

And Jonhah said, “] don’t want to!”

Well, he didnt exacCtly SAY that to God - but that's what he was
thinkKing.

Back in Johah’s day - this was a LONG time ago, about 800 years
before Jesus was borh - the greatest City inh the wor|d was
Ninevah. Everyone had heard of Ninhevah. Anhd everyone khew it
was ah evil place.

Go, God had a job for Jonah.
“Jonah,” God called, “Get up! Go to Ninevah!“
“Tell the people there that I khow all about the terrible things

they are doing. They thinhk ho one Cah see the eVil| things they do.

But ] see!”

But Ninevah was a big, sCary plaCe, ahd Jonah didnh’t want to go!

Besides, the Assyrians lived in Ninhevah, and the Assyrians were
big bullies. They were always beating up on everybody, espeCially
Johah's people. They deserved to get in trouble from (zod.

If Johah warnhed the people of Ninevah, they might Change their
evil ways - and then God might forgive them (God is always forgiv-
ing people!) - ahd then they might get away with all the terrible
things they have done.

That wouldn't be fair!
So, do you know what Johah did?
He ran away.
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Johah went down to Joppa and jumped on a ship that was sailing
for Tarshish. Tarshish was a City in Spainh, or maybe it was what
we Call the whole country of Spain how, T am hot entirely sure,

but whatever, it was about as far away as a personh could go.
Jonhah thought, “God will hever find me there.”

But God knows where every ghat, ant, ahd bug on the face of the
earth is. He kKhows whenh a mosquito lahds oh your hose. He Khows
where it Came from, and where it goes. Of course od would
khow where Jonah went!

Go the ship put out to sea, with Jonah hiding from God below the
deck.

But God wash’t going to |et Johah get off that easy.

Just as the |ast bit of lahd disappeared from View, God sent a
terrible storm.

Sometimes (God has to sehd storms of onhe Kihd or ghother to
bring us baCk to him. But ho matter how terrible the trouble,
God’s power is always greater. (God is always with us - sometimes in
amazing ways.

Johah was about to [earn that.
continued hext time ...
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