Meet Our Teaching Artists
and Directors 2022/2023
Sandy Sonko Sandy is the founding Artistic Director of Seattle’s Performers. Sandy

has had a love of theatre since she was a small child, and has participated in several
regional theatre productions. Sandy studied Music and Theatre at the University of the
Ozarks and holds a degree in Early Childhood Education from North Idaho College and
Child Development/Music from the University of Idaho. After years of teaching music
and theatre at several Seattle preschools and elementary schools, Sandy wanted to open
a children’s musical theatre program that would cater to the youngest of performers.
Seattle’s Littlest Performers was established in 2010 and there has been no looking back.

Ali Vice loves everything musical theatre and has been doing musicals since 6th grade.
She has been dancing since she was three and has trained in various styles such as tap, jazz,
hip hop, and Bollywood dance. In 2011, she received her BA in Theatre/Dance from
Principia College in Elsah, IL. Ali moved to Seattle 10 years ago and has been dancing with
Splinter Dance Company, Lucia Neare's Theatrical Wonders, and Pratidhwani. She has been
working for Seattle's Performers for 9 years and loves seeing the kids work hard for
something they are passionate about.

Annie Morro Cassidy is a teaching artist and performer. Annie studied various styles
of dance throughout her youth until spinal surgery forced her out of the dance studio.
Hoping for a way to continue dancing despite limited movement, Annie discovered the
magical world of musical theatre and the rest was history! She began her professional
career touring throughout Europe and Asia with The Young Americans, an international
outreach program that brings music and dance to students of under-funded schools. Upon
returning to the United States, Annie studied at the University of Washington, pioneering
the new Musical Theatre Program and received her B.A. in Musical Theatre and a minor in
Dance. Since graduation, Annie has taught dance and theatre classes throughout Seattle and
the Eastside. She has taught for the UW’s Department of Dance and several local dance
studios, as well as choreographed and directed productions for young actors. Annie’s
performance credits include The 5th Avenue Theatre’s Mamma Mia!, Kiss Me, Kate, and Man
of La Mancha,Village Theatre’s My Fair Lady, Seattle Opera’s The Magic Flute, Tzeitel in
Aurora Theatre Company’s Fiddler on the Roof, Charity in UW Musical Theatre’s Sweet
Charity, and countless appearances with the UW Dance program. Annie is also a certi ed
member of the Youth Protection Advocates in Dance.

Danielle Rogers was born and raised in Anchorage, Alaska, soprano Danielle

Rogers has performed roles in opera and musical theater including Julie (Firebird Motel),
The Witch (Into the Woods), Mabel (Pirates of Penzance), Woman 1 (Songs for a New
World), and Yonah (Children of Eden). In addition to her roles, Danielle has performed in
various scenes programs which include: Jenna (Waitress), Beth (Little Women), Alice
(Falstaff), and Countess Almaviva (Le Nozze di Figaro).
Upon graduating from Interlochen Arts Academy in 2014, Danielle moved to Tacoma,
Washington to attend the University of Puget Sound where she earned her Bachelor's of
Music in 2018. Later that fall, Danielle attended the San Francisco Conservatory of Music
to pursue her Master of Music which she received in May of 2020. During her Master's,
Danielle began to focus on pedagogy and fell in love with teaching. Over the last few years,
she has taught students of all ages in classical, musical theater, and CCM styles as well as
been an adjudicator for NATS competitions. In 2022, Danielle started her own private
studio to continue her teaching in the greater Seattle area (and beyond!)
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Callan Moore started her dance training when she was 5 at the Renton Community

Center. Since, she has trained in all styles with dance makers such as Sheri Lewis, Rami
Be’er, Wade Madsen, Michele Miller, Darwin Black, and Laura Peterson. Callan graduated
Magna Cum Laude with her BFA in dance from Cornish College of the Arts, and has
performed with the Can Can Culinary Cabaret, eXit Space, Tint Dance Festival and
Westlake Dance Center. Callan is a passionate teacher and believes in fostering curiosity,
expression, and accountability in the classroom.

Kathy Arpin is an experienced professional music educator and private studio

teacher. Her primary instruments are piano and voice. Her classroom teaching
experience includes Seattle, Northshore, the Archdiocese of Seattle, King’s (CRISTA),
Index, and Yelm. When her children were old enough to travel, Kathy relocated her
family to Guam to experience living in the tropics. Her further teaching experiences
included DoDEA Guam Naval Base/Air Force Base and Guam Public Schools/Gifted and
Talented Education Fine and Performing Arts Division, where she co-directed a fully
staged production of ‘The Emperor’s New Clothes.’ She received her BA in Music (piano
emphasis) and professional Washington State Teacher’s Certi cate from the University of
Washington. Additionally, she received training in Kodaly, Orff, Choral Conducting, Opera
Studies, and Alexander Technique.

Madison McVeigh is excited for her rst summer with Seattle's Performers! A

graduate of George Mason University's School of Theater, Madison has 6 years of
teaching experience with Acting for Young People (Fairfax,VA). When she is not sharing
the magic of theater with others, she can be found reading in parks, Facetiming family, or
hiking local trails.

Sophia Mitchell was born and raised right here in Seattle. She is a BFA in Musical

Theatre major going into her junior year at Cornell College where she recently played
Jo in Little Women. She has had the wonderful opportunity of working with Seattle
Opera on a number of occasions as well as other seattle based theatre companies. It is
because of organizations like Seattle Performer’s that she developed a love for theatre
and that is why she is so incredibly excited and honored to be working with them this
summer!

Nicole Cukale (Cu)- Nicole “Cu” Cukale is originally from Rock Springs,

Wyoming and had a Bachelors of Fine Arts from the University of Montana. Nicole
moved to Bremerton to pursue her career in the performing arts in June 2022. Nicole
also enjoys rugby, volleyball, and riding the ferry. Nicole has been a choreographer for
Missoula Childrens Theatre and Sweetwater County BOCES since starting college in
2017.
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