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From the Superintendent:
Dear Parents and Community Members,
I would like to welcome everyone back to a new school year. We have had a good beginning to our year and look forward to many positive student experiences.
This year, as we focus on Embracing and Empowering our students, we are seeking opportunities for students to have a positive voice and provide input into decisions that directly affect their schooling. At the high school level, a student ex-officio board member will be chosen by the student body. This student will represent all students at district board meetings and
will sit with the board members to lend a student’s point of view. While the student will not
be a voting member of the board, their insight will help the board make decisions that affect
the entire student body. During the last week of September, the student body met the candidates for the new student board position at the pep rally along with their 7-12 student council
representatives. The candidates campaigned over the next few days, allowing students to get
to know them. Students then voiced their opinions to their student council representatives,
who then cast their vote on October 6th. The new student ex-offico board member will take
their oath and join the Board of Education on October 12th.
At the elementary school, we had several student groups take on community initiatives last
year. Some of these included a student lead 4th grade bullying essay contest and SPCA fundraiser, a 6th grade bottle and can drive for a family in need, and a 5th grade “Pennies for
Change” initiative where change was donated to various charities. This year, the initiatives
begin with the great kindness challenge presented by the student council. We are very proud
of the kindness and thoughtfulness of our students as they try to make their school and community a better place to learn and grow.
There are new requirements to help keep our students safe this year. Each building will be
required to hold twelve safety drills. Eight must be evacuation or fire drills and four are required to be lock down drills. A training was held at the beginning of the year to review the
districts safety plan and answer any questions about what to do in emergency situations. This
training was not only for our teachers, assistants and aides, but also for our coaches, substitutes, drivers, secretaries, custodians and cafeteria workers. We wanted to make sure all understood their roles and responsibilities. On September 26th, this training paid off when the
building was evacuated due to a possible harmful device at the Junior/Senior High School. All
students in that building were evacuated to the Civic Center in Marathon where students were
accounted for and kept safe. As the State Police investigated and students continued to be
housed at the Civic Center, it was determined that the 7-12 students would be sent home. UPK
-6th grade students remained at Appleby because there was not a threat to their safety. I wanted
to formally thank our staff at the Marathon Junior/Senior High School for their professionalism and calm execution of our evacuation plan. The students also did an outstanding job.
They understood that the situation was serious and displayed mature behavior. Our drivers,
many of whom have other responsibilities during the day, arrived with buses quickly and were
ready to move students as soon as was needed. While the alarm in this situation turned out to
be false, it is good to know that our planning has provided us with a way to keep our students
safe.
During the emergency evacuation, we used our K-12 Alerts system. The system is used to
notify parents of snow days, delays, updates and emergency situations. The system calls the
primary phone number listed for each student. If you would like to change the primary phone
number listed for your child, please contact Sue Light at the elementary school (849-3252) or
the guidance office at the Junior/Senior High School (849-3229).
The district is in our initial stages of planning our next capital project. Projects address
critical maintenance items but can also be used to upgrade our systems, educational environment or athletic facilities. If you would like to learn more about the next project or provide
input, we invite you to attend our October 26th meeting.
I look forward to seeing you at one of our many school events throughout the fall and winter. As always, if you have questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to contact the building principals or myself. Enjoy the rest of the fall.
Sincerely,
Rebecca Stone

Goal: Impr ove academic gr ades continuously in classes
throughout the 2016-2017 school year.
Reward: Individual academic success by embr acing your
responsibility to be educated and empowered to reach your
full potential.
Prizes: One gr and pr ize winner for each of the four
marking periods will receive a $100 gift card to the store of
their choice.
One runner-up winner in each of the lunch periods for each of
the four marking periods will receive a $25 gift card to the
store of their choice.
To participate: Any student that r etur ns their envelope
after receiving a progress report or report card, AND has a
grade that has stayed the same or increased AND is above 50,
will receive one Reward Ticket for each class that has met
these requirements. The Reward Ticket gives you a chance at
winning a grand prize or a runner-up prize for a marking period.

Rachel’s Challenge Returns…
Friends of Rachel Club had their first meeting of the
school year on Wednesday, Sept. 14th. The first meeting was
a fantastic brainstorming session of what goals they would
like to accomplish this year. They have some exciting new
ideas that they will be starting and hoping to be a part of,
from helping out with Mix It Up day, to participating in the
School Pep rallies. They are
looking into bringing an exciting new speaker to Marathon as well. They will be
continuing the PS I Love
You Day in February and
will be continuing to find
ways to help promote a positive school atmosphere. The
club is open to any student in
grades 7-12. They should
feel free to join us!

Rotary Youth
Exchange

BUS DRIVERS NEEDED
District will train drivers. No
need to work nights or weekends.
For more information, contact
Lisa Leber at 849-3325.
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Darin Charles-Roberts, Class of 2017, spent the 2015-16
school; year as a Rotary Exchange Student in Denmark. She
spent the year as a first year student in Gymnasium (the Danish
equivalent of high school). The exchange allowed her to spend
time with three host families and provided her with a variety of
experiences. The Gymnasium is set up similar to our college
curriculum, missed with general education and mostly computer-based. During her school year, Darian,
was enrolled in dance classes and choir, went snowboarding in the Alps, experienced the Northern
Lights, saw the Geysers, and went caving. During
one break she took a Euro-tour through Germany,
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Italy, France, the Netherlands, and back to Denmark..
Her experience gave her an opportunity to become a part of the Danish culture. It is very family
oriented and they spent time together at meals and
after dinner playing board games and talking.
Darian is doubling up on classes this year to graduate in June 2017. She says this was an
awesome experience and plans to do more traveling as the opportunity arises.

Fitness Center Schedule
(Located in the basement of the South Wing of the
High School)
Monday- Friday:
6:15 a.m.-7:30 a.m.
3:15-4:15 p.m.
6:00-8:00 p.m.
Open for all community members. Must have an orientation
before using fitness center.
Cost is $1/day, $7/month, $50/year

Hi Everyone!
I was wondering if there is anyone interested in supervising the fitness center after school or in the evening. You
can sign up to supervise month to month or for the school
year. Supervisors and subs receive a free membership to
the fitness center. If school is closed, the fitness center will
be closed.
The fitness center is open to students in grades 7-12 as
well as the community. Everyone must have an orientation
before using the equipment in the fitness center (contact
Karen Funk @ 849-3999 for an orientation).
Please contact me if you are interested in supervising the
fitness center.
Michelle Sweeney

Internet and Social Media
Presentation
Parents and students are invited to attend an Internet and
Social Media Safety presentation with Captain Robert
Derksen from the Cortland County Sheriff’s Department on
Tuesday, November 29, 2016 from 6:00-7:00pm in the Jr./Sr.
High School Library. Captain Derksen will provide a wealth
of information pertaining to internet and social media safety.
He will share information about sites youth have access to
and are viewing, as well as safety measures to take when using the internet or social media. With the constant evolution
of technology, you do not want to miss this presentation.

Parenting…
where is the guide for this?
Looking for new parenting tips or strategies; ever wonder
what other ideas are out there? Do you want tips on ways to
communicate with your children and decrease conflict?
Would you like a night to hear and confirm the parenting
techniques you are already using? Then we have the event for
you! Please join us for an evening with Mary Dykeman, Prevention Specialist, from Cortland Prevention Resources- a
division of Family Counseling Services and instructor of the
Parenting Wisely Program. You don’t want to miss Mary’s
dynamic and informative presentation.
Prior to the presentation we will be providing a free dinner for
all families that will be attending. Babysitting will be available during the parent presentation. Please see the details below.
Tuesday, October 18, 2016
Dinner for families 5:30-6:00pm
Parent Presentation: 6:00-7:00pm
Babysitting available: 6:00-7:00pm
Dinner will be served in the Appleby Cafeteria.
The presentation will take place in the Appleby large gym.
Please notify the high school or Appleby main office by
October 10th of your intended attendance.

Changes in School
Tax Collection
Please be aware that school tax payments will no
longer be accepted at the Marathon School Business Office.
To pay your school taxes in person please go to the
Marathon Branch of NBT Bank. The personnel at NBT
can accept your school tax payments between the hours
of 9:00am and 3:00pm beginning on Tuesday, September
1, 2015. Collection will continue at NBT Bank until
Monday, October 31, 2016.
Payments can also be mailed to the School Tax Collector at P.O. Box 358, Marathon, NY 13803. Or in the
night deposit box @ NBT which is checked each day at
8am.
You may contact Mr. Tom Goskoski, Business Official
or Barb Pitcher, Tax Collector with your questions at
(607) 849-3230
Please be aware that school tax payments are not accepted at the Marathon School Business Office.
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Emergency School
Closings:
Parents will be notified by phone using the K12
Alerts. Only students’ primary contact will be notified. Also Emergency closings due to weather will be
broadcast over the following radio and television stations between 6:30–7:00 am.
Radio Stations:
98.1 FM – WHWK (Binghamton)
99.1 FM – WAAL (Binghamton)
101.5 FM – WXHC (Homer)
Television Stations:
WBNG – Channel 12 (Binghamton)
WIVT – Channel 34 and 9 (Binghamton)
WTVH – Channel 5 (Syracuse)

DONATE
BLOOD!!
The National Honor Society
will sponsor a blood drive on
November 22nd from 8:45 am
to 1:45 pm in the High School
Auditorium. Every donor will
receive a Brownie Sundae for
donating. All blood types are
desperately needed. To schedule a specific time for donating
blood please contact the High
School, 849-3251 and leave the
information for Mrs. Eaton.

Open Letter to Parents

The letter below is an open letter to all parents and guardians of students in the district. This
letter is being published to be in compliance with the Every Student Succeeds Act passed by
the Federal Government. This is the reauthorization of the ESEA Title I Program.

Marathon Central School District
Post Office Box 339
One East Main Street, Marathon, NY 13803

Telephone: 607-849-3117

Fax: 607-849-3305

Dear Parent/Guardian,
I am writing in compliance with provisions of the Every Student Succeeds Act of 2016 to inform you that, because your child’s school receives Title I federal funding, you have the right
to request information regarding the professional qualification of your child’s classroom teacher(s). Specifically included is your right to know the following:
·
·
·
·

Whether the teacher has met State qualification and licensing criteria for the grade levels and subject areas in which the teacher provides instruction;
Whether the teacher is teaching under emergency or other provisional status through
which State qualification or licensing criteria have been waived;
The baccalaureate degree major of the teacher and any other graduate certification or
degree held by the teacher, and field of discipline of the certification or degree; and
Whether your child is provided services by paraprofessionals and, if so, their qualification.

Should you wish to exercise your right to obtain the above information about your child’s
teacher, please contact the Office of the Superintendent of Schools in writing at the above address to make your request.
Should you have any questions concerning the above, please do not hesitate to call the district
office at 849-3117.
Sincerely,
The School District Administration

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Marathon Central School District
Board of Education
1 East Main Street
Marathon, New York 13803
The Marathon Central School District Board of Education is accepting bids for (2) surplus
storage sheds. All items ar e to be sold “AS IS” and “WHERE IS” with no warranty expressed or implied.
Bid forms may be obtained from:
Marathon Junior/Senior High School
Main Office
1 East Main Street
Marathon, New York 13803

Marathon Bus Garage
Main Office
26 Albro Road
Marathon, New York 13803

and can be picked up Monday-Friday, between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m.
Bid forms should be delivered to the Marathon Jr./Sr. High School Main Office no later
than 2:00 p.m. on Friday, October 14th, 2016.
The successful bidder(s) is responsible for removing the sheds from district property.
ALL PROSPECTIVE BIDDERS ARE ENCOURAGED TO INSPECT ITEMS PRIOR TO
BIDDING. The storage sheds can be inspected Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00
p.m. beginning Monday, September 26th and ending Friday, October 14th, 2016 at the Marathon Central School District Bus Garage located at 26 Albro Road in Marathon, New York.
Heather Euson
District Clerk
Marathon Central School District

Excited Kindergarten and UPK students meet their
parents at the high school on their first day.

New Appleby Staff
Appleby News &
Notes
Greetings:
School is off to a fantastic
start! The school year is
moving quickly, too quickly,
but the children have adjusted well and it’s wonderful to
see their faces and hear their
voices back in the building.
The PTSA held their first
meeting of the school year.
This dedicated group of people is responsible for raising
funds which support our
school in many ways. We
are fortunate to have this organization in our district.
Each Friday, staff and
students are asked to wear
orange and/or black to show
school spirit and pride.
Thank you to all of those
who have participated.
September was Attendance Awareness Month but
attendance is important all
year long. If children don’t
show up for school regularly,
they miss out on fundamental
reading and math skills and
the chance to build a habit of
good attendance that will
carry them into high school,
college and careers.

Attendance matters as
early as UPK.
Studies
show that children who
miss too many days in their
first few years of school
can struggle academically
in later years. We understand that children will get
sick and need to stay home,
but every effort should be
made to get your children
to school as much as possible. Just a few missed
school days a month can
add up to nearly 10 percent
of the school year which
decreases student’s ability
to read at grade level by
nearly 35 percent.
Let’s make Attendance
Awareness a year round
priority. And please let us
know if we can do anything
to help.
The school year is off to
a tremendous start and it
wouldn’t have been possible without the assistance
and efforts of our parents,
students, faculty and staff
of Appleby Elementary.
Thank you for all that you
do for our school!
Jonathon Hillis, Principal

My name is Liz Bonham, I am the new technology teacher at the Elementary School.
I
earned my Master's degree at SUNY Cortland,
my Bachelors degree at Niagara University and
my high school diploma from Cortland Enlarged
School District. Prior to joining the district I was
the Program Sales Director at Greek Peak Mountain Resort running the after school ski and
snowboard program for four years. I was also a
Lead UPK teacher with CAPCO Headstart for
four years prior to working for Greek Peak. I
enjoy playing the guitar, downhill mountain biking, and snowboarding.

Kady Hunt graduated from Marathon in 2005
and is so excited to be back! She attended
SUNY Cortland and received her bachelor's in
special education and her Master's in literacy. She has been working at TST BOCES in
Ithaca for the past 6 years. Her favorite things
to do are kayak down the Tioghnioga River and spend time with her husband and son .

Aaron Browka is a BOCES music teacher that
works at Marathon Central School and DeRuyter
Central School. He is a graduate of Roberts Wesleyan College in Rochester. He has worked in school
settings for four years and has also been a private
piano and voice teacher. He also has experience as a
performer and piano accompanist for schools and
community events. He encourages the students he
works with to excel as musicians and to appreciate a
variety of music styles. In his spare time, he rides
bicycle and plays instruments. He is thrilled to begin
a new journey at Marathon and is looking forward to
see students reach their highest potential.
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Family Health Network of Central New York, Inc.
Part of Your Community, Part of Your Life
Established in 1972, Family Health Network (FHN) is a federally funded, community health center, serving Cortland and contiguous counties. With five freestanding medical (Cortland Family, Cortland Pediatric, Marathon, Moravia, Cincinnatus), one which includes dental (Moravia) and four school-based health centers (Cincinnatus, DeRuyter, Marathon Jr/Sr High School, Marathon Appleby Elementary School), it is the only source of care in three of the communities
served, and the only source of sliding adjustments for low income individuals and families in the Cortland County region. Family Health Network also provides
school-based dental services in seven local schools, which include: Marathon Elementary & High School, Cincinnatus School, DeRuyter School, Parker Elementary School, Randall Elementary School, Moravia School and McGraw Schools.
Living up to its Mission Statement; FHN promotes and improves the wellness of the Central New York community through quality, patient focused, coordinated and affordable preventative and primary healthcare, in multiple, convenient, state of the art facilities. New clinics including a pediatric office have recently
been constructed in Cortland, Moravia and Cincinnatus, with updates being done to other service locations. In addition, FHN has installed Electronic Medical
Records, become certified as a Level 3 Patient Centered Medical Home organization, and achieved Meaningful Use designation.
Did You Know… that seasonal flu is a contagious respiratory illness caused by flu viruses. It spreads between people and can cause mild to severe illness. In
some cases, the flu can lead to death. In the United States, flu season occurs in the fall and winter. Seasonal flu activity usually peaks in January or February;
however, it can occur as early as October and as late as May. Approximately 5-20% of U.S. residents get the flu each year and getting the flu vaccine is your best
protection against the flu.
How does seasonal flu spread? Most experts believe that you get the flu when a person with the flu coughs, sneezes, or talks and droplets containing their
germs land in your mouth or nose. You can also get the flu by touching a surface or object that has the flu virus on it and then touching your mouth, eyes, or
nose. Below is a list of common flu symptoms. You should contact your healthcare provider and seek medical attention if you experience some or all of these
symptoms.
What is the best way to protect myself and my family
A 100oF or higher fever or feeling feverish (not everyone with the flu has a fever)
from
the flu? Everyone 6 months of age or older should get
A cough and/or sore throat
the flu vaccine as soon as it is available in your area. There
A runny or stuffy nose
are also steps you can take in your daily life to help protect
Headaches and/or body aches
you from getting the flu, such as: wash your hands often with
Chills
soap and water or an alcohol-based hand rub, avoid touching
Fatigue
your eyes, nose, or mouth as germs spread this way, try to
Nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea (most common in children)
avoid close contact with sick people, practice good health
habits and get plenty of sleep and exercise, manage your
stress, drink plenty of fluids, and eat healthy food, cover your
nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or sneeze, and
if you are sick with flu-like illness, stay home for at least 24
hours after your fever is gone without the use of feverreducing medicine.
Crystal Aukema, who grew up on a dairy farm in
Family Health Network has qualified healthcare profesthe Marathon community, became passionate about
sionals that can help you with early prevention for seasonal
agriculture from an early age. Upon graduating from
flu and recommend that you make an appointment to get vacMarathon Central School in 1999, she attended SUNY
cinated. Stop into or call one of the health centers located in
Morrisville where she received her Associate’s Degree
Cortland, Cincinnatus, Marathon, and Moravia to make your
in Agriculture Business. Wishing to further her educaappointment today to get the flu vaccination. Family Health
tion, she continued on to earn her Bachelor’s Degree
Network accepts all new patients, regardless of their ability to
from Cornell University in Animal Science, and her
pay. Family Health Network also offers a sliding fee scale to
Master’s Degree in Education from SUNY
help reduce the costs of your bill, if eligible. For more inforOswego. While attending college, Crystal worked in
mation, feel free to call 607-753-3797.
both the beef industry and horticulture industry. She
is currently entering into her ninth year of teaching.
SUBSTITUTES WANTED
Crystal and her husband are owners of Dutch Hill
Creamery LLC, as well as owning many dairy cattle,
In the following areas
and livestock animals that their family shows at the
TEACHERS - ALL AREAS (PK-12)
Broome County Fair.
(minimum 2 years of college – submit resume)
Crystal is active in the New York Association for
TEACHER AIDES
Agriculture Educators and FFA. “I am very excited
NURSES (especially)
to give back to the Marathon community the support
BUS DRIVERS
that they have given me. I look forward to educatCAFETERIA
HELPERS
ing about FFA.”
CLEANERS (evenings)

New High School Staff

Sarah Fairbanks, nurse at the high school,
grew up in Marathon and attended MCS through
6th grade before moving from the area. She
moved home three years ago. She is married and
has three children, ages 24, 19, & 17. Sarah previously working at an Urgent Care and is glad to
be part of the Marathon community and helping
our children be healthy.
Tina Gallagher has volunteered in the schools
for the past 15 years starting with the PTO (one
year as co-president), five years with the Band
Booster Club (co-president all five years) and the
Marathon Community Scholarship Foundation for
the past four years (vice-president all four years).
She has been a substitute teacher at the high
school for the past six school years and is happy to
be the new guidance office secretary. “I enjoy interacting with and helping the students, parents
and staff in the district”.
Tina has been married for 28 years and they
have two daughters, who are MCS graduates 2010 and 2012 (valedictorian). They have a
"hobby" farm and raise beefers.
Veronica Hall graduated from Marathon School in
1978, She and her husband have a dairy farm, in Marathon. Her husband also graduated from Marathon and
they have 4 daughters and 10 grandkids. She is a gardener and a quilter, She has a long-arm quilting machine and a quilting group that comes to her studio on
Monday nights. When they are not making quilts for
family members, they make give-a-way quilts, which
they send to several different organizations. Veronica
has worked with some local 4H groups on the different
projects they are doing. On occasion she teaches a beginning quilt class.
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MARATHON CENTRAL SCHOOL
Cortland Co. Civil Service Application to:
Marathon Central School, District Office
P.O. Box 339, Marathon, NY 13803

DATE
ADDED
Juniors and Seniors
College and Career
Event
Tuesday, October 18th
TC3
&
Wednesday,
October 26th

SENIOR CLASS
CHICKEN &
BISCUIT
DINNER
FRIDAY, OCT. 14th
High School Cafeteria
4:30pm – 6:30pm
Adults: $10.00
Children (4-10) $5.00
Under 4 FREE

Welcome Back
to Mr. Steve
Daniels
Mr.
Daniels
has
joined the staff of MCS
as a fulltime music
teacher, no longer a
shared person with another district. Mr. Daniels had relocated to
North Carolina but recently moved back to Cortland County with his wife. He is
excited to be back and reconnect with staff, students and parents at both Appleby and the high school.

October-November 2016 Events at the Marathon
Family Resource Center

The Family Resource Center is located in room 110 of the high school. Laurie
Tebbe, tebbel@marathonschools.org or 849-3127
Hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Two Safe Sitter Class Available FREE!:
1. After School, October 11th and 13th, 5:30-8:30 p.m. Bring a snack & drinks both
nights.
2. Saturday, November 19th, 9:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Bring a lunch and drink.
Family Center’s Craft Club:
Make a beeswax candle from 3-4 p.m. in the Exploratorium. Pick a night and call 8493127 to register: Tuesday, Nov. 29th; Thursday, Dec. 1st; Tuesday, Dec. 6th; OR Thursday, Dec. 8th.
Family Center News:
We are collecting mugs and coffee cups again this year for the community baskets. Please
drop them off in the HS room 110 or in the High School Main Office.
Women, Infants & Children (WIC):
1st Wednesday of each month at the Marathon Presbyterian Church. Call CAPCO at 607753-6781 for more information. Hours are 9 a.m. to noon and 12:30 to 2 p.m.

HEAP:
Contact the Cortland County DSS at (607) 428-5400 or
apply online at: http://otda.ny.gov/programs/heap/
VILLAGE HALLOWEEN PARTY AND PARADE:
October 29th-Line Up at 3:15 at the Gazebo on the Village
Green; Parade starts at 3:30 and Party follows at Civic
Center.
OCTOBER IS DISABILITY AWARENESS MONTH:
Mentoring Day - October 19th
Masquerade Gala - Nov. 5th 6-9 p.m. at SUNY Alumni
House

High School open
house

Clothing Closet:
We collect clean and gently used clothing and shoes. Please drop off your donations in
room 110 at the High School. Collecting winter coats! Call or stop by the Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays, if you need anything.
COMMUNITY EVENTS
READ ON Book Club:
The Book Club will meet the 1st Friday of the month at 10 a.m. in room 110 at the High
School. All are welcome! Call Charlene Hill at 372-4855 for more info.
Garden Club at Peck:
This group meets the 2nd Friday of the month at 2 p.m. at Peck Memorial Library. All are
welcome! Call Charlene Hill at 372-4855 for more info. FREE!
HART:
Sandy Yahner’s art group meets the first 3 Thursdays of each month at 6:15 p.m. at Peck
Library.
Peck Book Club:
This group meets in the evening on the 4th Thursday of the month at Peck Library.
Call 849-6135 for more info.
Maple Leaf Sr. Center:
(Provided by the Area Agency on Aging) Marathon Civic Center on Monday– Friday 9
a. m.-2 p.m. Nutritious Lunches, Games, Activities, & Educational Programs are offered
to support local seniors. Suggested donations
17th: Sr. Citizens’ Thanksgiving Dinner at
for 60 & over: $3. Spouses under 60 are invited Nov.
H. S. Cafeteria 4:30-6:30
for meals and activities. Lunch Reservations October 8th: Brunch Cancelled due to Elections
Needed. Contact: Anita Doty at 849-3884.
Nov. 11th: Closed-Veteran’s Day
Oct. 5th Medicare Open Enrollment 11:30 a.m.
October 10th: Closed
Oct. 11-14: Make cookies.
Oct. 16-22:World Food Week-Bring in a nonperishable food.
October 11th: Pancake Brunch 9-12
Oct. 26th: Birthday Party
October 27th: Pancake Brunch 9-12
Oct. 28th: Chocolate Day
October 31st: Halloween Party– Dress Up!
Think Pink, Wear Pink
every Friday for Cancer Awareness Month!

Nov. 15th : Pumpkin Toss
Nov. 23rd: Birthday and Thanksgiving Dinner
Nov. 24th: Brunch Cancelled due to Thanksgiving Day
Nov. 25th: Closed

Marathon Food Pantry:
The Pantry is open every Tuesday from 4-5:30 p.m. in the Old Town Hall.
Learning Tree Nursery School:
Sign up for the Fall Session. Classes are held for 10 weeks in the Fall on Tuesdays and
Thursdays from 8:30-11:00 a.m. in High School room 110. $150/term Call Charlene Hill
at 372-4855 for more info.
Family Photo Nights:
November 17th & 18th from 5-8 p.m. in High School room 110. Call 849-3127 to set up a
sitting time. Two packages available.
COMMUNITY ANGELS:
If you would like to help a family in the Marathon area this holiday season:
1.Pick a number tag from the tree at NBT Bank. Save the tag!
2.Record your name, tag number and phone number on the green sheet on the counter.
3.Purchase the requested items and wrapping paper or gift bags.
4.Leave the gifts unwrapped.
5.Tape the number tag to the gifts.
6.Return the unwrapped gifts to the bank and place them under the tree by December 16th.
The Angel Tree will be set up at the NBT Bank in Marathon the week of Nov. 14th. Questions? Contact Sue Light at 849-3282.
ANGEL TREE HOLIDAY ASSISTANCE:
Birth-14 Years Old
Families in the Marathon School District that are in need of assistance this year, please
sign up for the Angel Tree Program by calling Sue Light at 607-849-3282 or Laurie Tebbe
at 607-849-3127. Forms are due to Sue Light by Thursday, November 10th. Gifts will be
distributed on Wednesday, December 21st from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. in High School Room
110.

IN OTHER NEWS:
We need your help ensuring the safety of all students before school hours. Please be advised that Marathon Junior/
Senior High School day begins at 8:00 A.M. and ends at 3:06
P.M. In an effort to improve school safety and security of our
students, we encourage you to drop students off no earlier
than 7:45 A.M. I understand this is a change from students
being dropped off at 7:30 A.M. last year, but due to supervision in the building, we cannot have students in the building
for school prior to 7:45 A.M. unless supervised by staff with
prior notification.
Also, in order to ease traffic flow in the morning from 7:30
-8:00, we ask that all students be dropped off on the East
Main Street side of the gazeebo and utilize the crossing guard
in order to keep the traffic circle free for school busses. Last
year, many bus drivers ran into difficulty entering and exiting
the circle due to individuals dropping students off in front of
the school.
Family Counseling Services has partnered with Marathon
Central School District to offer counseling to our students.
Please contact the Main office for more information.

TIPS FROM
TRANSPORTATION
School Bus Safety Week
October 17-21 is National School Bus Safety Week. Elementary students will be participating in a special program.
Each class will board a bus for a talk and demonstration with
a bus driver from our safety team. Did you know that our
buses have 11 different exits? Students will learn about this
and other safety information.
Daylight Savings
Daylight savings time starts
on the first Sunday in November. There will be days it will
be dark in the morning when
children are boarding their buses. Light colored jackets and
reflective material on coats and
backpacks will help keep them
safe. Please remind your children to wait for the bus at least
15 feet from the road, and not approach the bus until the door
opens.
Improving Safety
All vehicles are required to stop for school buses that have
their red lights flashing. Unfortunately, some drivers don’t
obey the law. This puts our passengers at risk. To keep our
children safe, we have equipped our new buses with special
video cameras that record license plates, and even drivers’
faces, if a vehicle passes the bus illegally. We continue to
look for ways to advance safety.
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School-Based
Health
Center
Welcome back to another
exciting school year from the
staff at the Marathon School
Health Clinics! As a reminder
our clinic is available at no
out-of-pocket costs to the students in Marathon Schools.
We are an all inclusive doctor’s office in your child’s
school. Our services include:
treatment for acute illnesses,
monitoring of chronic illnesses, physicals, immunizations,
and allergy injections as
needed. If you are new to
Marathon School and wish to enroll please call for an enrollment packet.
If you wish to have your child seen for an acute illness,
remember you may notify us by note or calling. If your child
is home ill, you may also call for an appointment and bring
your child in to the clinic as well.
NYS recommends a yearly physical but requires them in
kindergarten, 2nd, 4th, 7th and 10th grades. At school health we
will offer your child a physical each year. We are sending out
sign-ups for physicals at the start of the school year. If your
child receives a physical at another doctor’s office, please
have a copy sent in for your child’s health record here.
Flu season is fast approaching. If you would like them to
have the flu shot please contact us. Again, we are recommending that all children receive this year’s flu vaccination;
especially anyone with a history of breathing problems such
as asthma.
If you have any questions about School Health, please feel
free to contact Teresa at the high school at 849-3900 or Carol
at Appleby at 849-3180 .
In addition to our medical services, our school health program will be providing annual preventative dental services to
K, 2nd, 3rd and 6th grades. The dental services include oral
health education and promotion, dental screenings and referrals, sealants, cleanings, fluoride varnish applications, case
management and assisting in the establishment of a dental
care home as needed. Be on the lookout for a dental folder to
be sent home with your child. Please sign and return all
forms. Thank you for supporting our program. We look forward to a great school year
Marathon School Health Staff

The Marathon Community Scholarship Foundation
THANKS….

…these MCS staff members for contributing through payroll deduction in
2016-17
Lisa Addington
Gretchen Jewiss
Roberta Chase
Jherrett Maroney
Shari Dann
Alice Naik
Rebecca Gillette

Sandra Jennison
Kristina Chapell
Sue Malmberg
Rhonda Contri
Hannah Myrdek
Sarah Fairbanks
Patti Trabucco

Dianne Brown
Dorleen Kellicutt
Doug Contri
Dan McConnell
Karen Eaton
Stacy Shirley
Kathy Hoyt

The Foundation has contributed $38,000 to graduation awards for MCS students!

A Tradition Continues
Marathon Central School Agriculture Program and FFA are back up and running. The National FFA Organization is the largest youth-led organization in the nation. Years ago, “FFA”
stood for Future Farmers of America. In 1988, the name changed to the National FFA Organization to represent the vast changes in the organization. Today, over 600,000 members across
the United States, including Guam, Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands, are working hard to
advance our nation’s most valuable industry—agriculture.
In our first weeks of schools, students have been extremely active. They elected officers,
are planning a school Agriculture Fair, and setting up their Program of Activities for the year.
The Marathon FFA chapter officers for the 2016-2017 school year are: Kyle Burvee President, Josh Lilley - Vice President, Cassidy Marsh- Secretary, Sonya Helms- Treasurer,
and Will Chaffinch - Reporter.

AFTER SCHOOL SNACKS!

Marathon Athletic Dept. Brown Bag Nutrition Program
Is your junior-senior high student hungry at the end of the day---with sports and activities still to come before dinner at home?
Box lunches available after school every day
Sandwich/Wrap (3 choices), pretzels, fruit, and cold drink: $3.50
Salad, chips, and drink $4.00
Please see the cashier at breakfast or lunch to order meals.

New York State Assessments
for the 2016-17 School Year
Students in grades 3-8 will be taking assessments in both English Language Arts and
Math. Students in grades 4 & 8 will also be tested in Science.
Grades 3-8 ELA - March 28-30, 2017;
Grades 3-8 Math - May 2-4, 2017;
Science Performance Test Grades 4 & 8 - May 24-June 2, 2017;
Science Written Test Grades 4 & 8 - June 5, 2017;
January Regents - January 24-27, 2017;
June Regents— June 13-23, 2017.
The requirements for graduation for incoming ninth grade students include regents exams
to graduate with either a Regents or Advanced Regents Degree. The State has also raised
the passing grade on all regents to 65.
If you have questions or concerns please contact the Elementary Office, 849-3281 or the
HS Guidance Office, 849-3229.

BMI NOTIFICATION
As part of a required school health examination, a student is weighed and his/her height is measured. These numbers are used to figure out the student’s body
mass index or “BMI”. The BMI helps the doctor or nurse know if the student’s weight is in a healthy range or is too high or too low. Recent changes to the New
York State Education Law require that BMI and weight status group be included as part of the student’s school health examination. A sample of school districts
will be selected to take part in a survey by the New York State Department of Health. Our school has been selected to be part of the survey, we will be reporting
to New York State Department of Health information about our students’ weight status groups. Only summary information is sent. No names and no information
about individual students are sent. However, you may choose to have your child’s information excluded from this survey report.
The information sent to the New York State Department of Health will help officials develop programs that make it easier for children to be healthier.
If you do not wish to have your child’s weight status group information included as part of the Health Department’s survey this year , please pr int and
sign your name below and return this form to:
Marathon Central School District
Appleby Elementary
24 Albro Rd. PO Box 339
Marathon, NY 13803
Please do not include my child’s weight status information in the 2016-2017 School Survey.
_________________________
Print Child’s Name

________________________
Date

_________________________
Print Parent’s Name

________________________________________________________
Parent’s Signature
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November 2016
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

4

5

XC Sectionals

Torchlight Submission Date

SAT

JH Band & Chorus
Fall Concert 7 pm

JSHS School Picture
Make-ups

FBLA Beef Stick Sale
Begins

Appleby Picture
Make-ups

SH Band & Chorus
Fall Concert 7 pm
6

7
MTA Meeting
Varsity Winter
Sports Begin

8

9

10

Election Day

Marathon’s Got Talent “Talent Show”
7 – 9 pm

Class of 2017 Sale
Ends
Veterans Day Assembly 8:30 am
Angel Tree Request
Due
Music Citrus Fruit
Sale Begins
HS Report Cards

Election Return Party

SR Dues Due $100
Athletic Booster
Club 6 pm HS Cafe

13
Boys & Girls Soccer
States
Field Hockey States

14
NO SCHOOL
P/T Conferences/
Staff Development

15

16

ES Faculty Meeting

BOE Meeting
HS Library
6:30 pm

HS Faculty Meeting
Student Council
Poinsettia Sale Begins

20

21
PTSA Meeting ES
6:30 pm

22

23

Red Cross Blood Drive

½ Day Students &
Staff
11:30 am Dismissal

Angel Tree Pick-up
Day

12
XC State
Boys & Girls Soccer
State
Field Hockey States

18
Appleby Award Assembly

19

Torchlight Mail
Date

Angel Tree Gifts Due
to NBT Bank

District Wide Faculty Meeting

27

17

11
NO SCHOOL
VETERAN’S DAY

POP Dodgeball
Tournament
24

25

26

THANKSGIVING BREAK

28

29

30

7:30 am
Health & Wellness
Meeting

Sunday

December 2016

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2

3

Music Citrus Fruit
Sale Ends

SAT
Pop Bottle & Can
Drive

4

5

6

8

9

7

ACT

SANTA SECRET SHOP
MTA Meeting
Winter Sports Pictures

11th Grade ACE to
TC3

Athletic Booster
Club
6 pm HS Cafe
11

18

25

12

13

14

ES Faculty Meeting
HS Faculty Meeting

College & Career
Night 5:30 pm

FBLA Beef Stick
Sale Ends

BOE Meeting
HS Library
6:30 pm

19

26

10

Appleby Holiday
Concert
6 pm

15

16

17

Class of 2019
Holiday Dinner

20

21

22

23

7:30 am
Health & Wellness
Meeting

7-12 Band & Chorus
Christmas Concert
7pm

HS Interim Reports

District Wide Emergency Go Home
Drill, Dismissed 15
min Early

28

29

30

24

31

27

CHRISTMAS RECESS
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Olympian Sports
RECOGNITION PROGRAMS FOR STUDENT ATHLETES
High school sports provide an incredible experience for student-athletes. First and most obvious is the social interactions with teammates, the valuable lessons they gain from teamwork and positive experiences that are gained through competition, whether it be winning or losing. Because of the opportunities high
school athletics provide, there is usually much local recognition that comes with participation. However, there are many other recognition programs that are
available to our athletes that many parents and athletes may not be aware of.
First, student-athletes can be recognized for their academic accomplishments while they are competing for a school team. If a student-athlete earns an academic average of 85 or above, they will receive a certificate and be recognized in the Torchlight for their accomplishments. Secondly, student-athletes who participate in three seasons throughout the year, and have never been placed on Level II of the schools academic eligibility program, will be recognized at the Varsity Awards Banquet or the Junior Awards Ceremony at the end of the year. The student-athlete will receive a t-shirt, a certificate and also have his/her name
printed in the Torchlight. The three-sport athlete program will also make special recognition for student-athletes who maintain an 85% to 89.9% academic average and for student-athletes who maintain a 90% or higher academic average during the year.
Another program that is available for Varsity Individuals and Teams is the NYSPHSAA Scholar Athlete Award. This program will recognize Varsity programs that have 75% of their teams academic average above 90% and/or Individuals above 90% during their competitive season. The NYSPHSAA will provide
a pin to each of the student-athletes to recognize their accomplishments.
Finally, the IAC Athletic Council recognizes one school per sport in each division for sportsmanship by having each school’s team make nominations based
upon sportsmanship displayed by both players and fans. Integrity, fairness, and respect are all principles of good sportsmanship and for that reason the coaching
staff daily encourages these principles as they build the character and attitudes of our athletes through the spirit of competition. As parents and community
members, you can help encourage these principles and enhance our school’s chances of earning recognition through the IAC Sportsmanship Program. In supporting these efforts, here are some suggestions from the NYSPHSAA: (1) realizing that athletics are part of the educational experience, and the benefits of involvement go beyond the final score of the game; (2) encouraging students to perform their best, just as we would urge them with their class work, knowing that
others will always turn in better or lesser performances; (3) participating in positive cheers that encourage our athletes; and discourage any cheers that would
redirect that focus-including those that taunt, and intimidate opponents, their fans, and officials; (4) learning, understanding and respecting the rules of the game,
the officials who administer them and their decisions; (5) respecting the task our coaches face as teachers; and supporting them as they strive to educate our student-athletes; (6) respecting our opponents as student-athletes, and acknowledging them for striving to do their best; and (7) developing a sense of dignity under
all circumstances.
Please take the time to encourage your child to set goals that will enable him or her to be recognized individually or as a team member for one or more of the
above programs. Our student-athletes do a tremendous job balancing academics and athletes and their efforts should be recognized.

DODGEBALL TOURNAMENT
Friday, November 18th

Open to Students Grades 4-12, Coaches, Faculty & Community

For More Information
Visit the Pure Olympian Performance Page @ www.marathonschools.org

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 22ND
APPLEBY ELEMENTARY

BOOSTER CLUB
NEEDS YOUR SUPPORT

Class of 2017-Butterfly Release Ceremony

The Booster Club is looking for individuals
to volunteer to work with concessions at athletic events. Additional help is always appreciated for the XC Invitational on October
22nd. If you are interested in helping this
outstanding organization, please contact Mr.
Doug Contri - contrid@marathonschools.org

Immediately Following Graduation
Marathon Village Green
June 25, 2017

The Butterfly Release Program
The release program is being provided to allow parents, family, and friends the opportunity to
recognize the hard work of any individual graduating senior. You will have the opportunity to recognize, through words, your support for a graduate by having your personalized message printed in a
Commemorative Butterfly Release Ceremony Program. In addition, a video of the event will be
available to download for all participants who purchased a butterfly.
Please support this program and take the opportunity to recognize your loved ones by releasing a
monarch butterfly following graduation ceremony. By releasing a butterfly, you are also symbolizing the letting go of your loved one so they may fly free and experience the opportunities that await
them in the world.
It is a privilege of The “Pure Olympian Performance Program” to offer the Butterfly Release Program as an opportunity to you and also as a way to continue a program that encourages healthy lifestyles for all. It is through these healthy lifestyles that we can help reduce tragic accidents to our
fellow students.

For More Information Contact

Learn more about the
“Pure Olympian Performance”
Program by visiting
www.marathonschools.org &
clicking on the “POP” Logo.

Nate Hurlbert, 17hurlbertn@marathonschools.org
Kimberly White, 17whitek@marathonschools.org
“May the wings of the butterfly soar the world free, recognize your current successes, and provide you the opportunity to spread your wings to a life that brings you
health, happiness and success, today, tomorrow and beyond” Anonymous
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