WARREN COUNTY (PEQUEST RIVER)
MUNICIPAL UTILITIES AUTHORITY
MINUTES
February 25, 2015
Chairman Chamberlain called the regular meeting of the Warren County (Pequest River)
Municipal Utilities Authority to order at 7:46 p.m. The meeting was held at the Authority’s
Administration building located at 199 Foul Rift Road, Belvidere, New Jersey.
Roll Call:
Chad Chamberlain, Chairman
Morris Scott, Jr., Vice Chairman
Robert Piazza, Treasurer
Laurel Napolitani, Secretary
Sidney Deutsch
Drew Kiszonak
Donald Niece
Everdina O’Connor
Philip Rosenberg
Also, in attendance were:
Stephen Donati, P.E., Authority Engineer; Kim Francisco, Authority Fiscal Officer; Brian
Tipton, Esq., Authority Legal Counsel; Billy J. Wauhop, Authority Consultant; and Patricia
Kaspereen, Administrative Assistant.
Chairman Chamberlain read the Introductory Statement.
MINUTES
Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Niece seconded to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2015
regular meeting, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Abstain
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Ms. O’Connor moved and Mr. Scott seconded to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2015
executive session, as presented. The motion passed. Roll call was as follows:

WCMUA minutes

1

February 25, 2015

Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Abstain
Yes
Yes
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

CORRESPONDENCE
Ms. Napolitani recapped the correspondence:
1.

A memo dated January 6, 2015, from J.A. Montgomery Risk Control to Ms. Kaspereen, Fund
Commissioner with the results of the Loss Control Survey conducted on January 6, 2015.

2.

A letter dated January 22, 2015, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CP Engineers to Mr. Wauhop,
Authority Consultant with the bid evaluation results from the bid opening on January 8, 2015.

3.

A letter dated January 27, 2015, from Mr. Tipton, Esq., Florio, Perrucci, Steinhardt & Fader to
Ms. Thomas, President, Tomar Construction Services, Inc., with regard to Contract No. 12-01:
Oxford WWTF Upgrade.

4.

A letter dated January 29, 2015, from Mr. Chebra, P.E., Assistant Director, Municipal Finance &
Construction Element, Division of Water Quality, NJDEP, to Mr. Wasser, Licensed Operator;
recommending approval of Payment Requisition No. 9 for the Oxford WWTF Upgrade from the
NJEIFP.

5.

A letter dated January 29, 2015, from Mr. Wauhop, Authority Consultant, to the NJDEP
regarding the Annual Wastewater Beneficial Reuse Report for 2014.

6.

A letter dated February 4, 2015, from Ms. Veal, Office of Permit Management, NJDEP to Mr.
Wauhop informing him that the Authority’s NJPDES permit application for the Belvidere WWTP
is administratively complete.

7.

A resolution (111-15) adopted at the Warren County Freeholders’ February 11, 2015 meeting,
reappointing Chad Chamberlain and Donald Niece as members of the Warren County (PR) MUA.

8.

A letter dated February 12, 2015, from Mr. Donati, P.E., V.P., CPE to Mr. Wauhop, Authority
Consultant enclosing a copy of Progress Payment Application No. 13, submitted by Tomar
Construction Services for Contract No. 12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade.

CFO’S REPORT
Mr. Olshefski was at the Freeholders Meeting, so Mr. Francisco was present to give the report.
The monthly financial reports were distributed prior to the meeting. Mr. Francisco explained the
reason for our cash balance increasing by one million dollars within one month. In January,
money was received from the State for construction of the upgrade, but was not disbursed before
the end of that month.
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Per State statute, each year the Authority is required to adopt a Cash Management Plan. Mr.
Francisco presented a resolution for adoption of the Cash Management Plan for 2015.
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #15-09, adopting the Cash Management Plan for 2015.
Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Next, Mr. Francisco presented a resolution and agreement for the renewal of the Financial
Advisory Support Shared Services Agreement with the county. As discussed last month, the
Freeholders signed the agreement at their January 28th meeting. The fee is the same for 2015,
$1,000 per month.
Mr. Rosenberg moved to adopt Resolution #15-10, authorizing the execution of a Shared
Services Agreement with the County of Warren for Financial Advisory Support. The term of the
agreement is from February 1, 2015 to February 1, 2020. Mr. Piazza seconded. The motion
passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Mr. Francisco initiated discussion on the renewal of our agreement with the County of Warren
for the purchase of motor fuel. The county buys its fuel through the Somerset County Co-op,
and charges the MUA a $0.20 per gallon administrative fee in addition to the cost of the fuel. He
asked if the Board was interested in renewing the contract.
Mr. Scott felt the prices charged by Warren County were very good. He checks the prices at the
port every day and shops around for his company.
There were no objections from the Board to renew this contract, so Mr. Francisco will see that it
is placed on the agenda for the Freeholders’ next meeting.
Mr. Francisco left the meeting.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
At approximately 7:53 p.m., Mr. Scott moved and Mr. Kiszonak seconded to adopt Resolution
#15-11, to enter into an executive session to discuss a contract matter.
At 8:15 p.m., Ms. Napolitani moved and Mr. Scott seconded to return to open session.
GENERAL COUNSEL’S REPORT
Mr. Tipton said two bids were received for Chemical Supply Contract #15-01. One bid was
substantially lower than the other bid. He deferred to Mr. Donati to report further on the matter.
ENGINEER’S REPORT
Mr. Donati’s report was distributed in the agenda packets.
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Right-to-Know: CPE assisted the Authority in the electronic filing of the surveys prior to the
deadline.
DMR: Discharge Monitoring Reports (DMR) will be filed electronically. DEP already requires
Sludge Reports to be filed electronically. CPE assisted the Authority with setting up the
electronic filing registration.
Belvidere Permit: The NJPDES permit renewal application has been deemed “administratively
complete”.
Oxford Upgrade Construction: Mr. Donati gave an update on the status of the project and
displayed photos. The contractor is at least four months behind schedule.
Mr. Donati presented a change order for items discussed at previous meetings.
Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #15-12, authorizing the Chairman to execute Change Order
#3 for Contract #12-01: Oxford WWTF Upgrade for a total amount of $22,721.11. Ms.
O’Connor seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
Warren Haven Pump Stations Rehab: CPE continues with the design phase. A meeting will take
place tomorrow.
Chemical Supply Contract #15-01: The bids from January 8, 2015 were thrown out because they
were all found to be non-responsive. The contract was rebid on February 24th. Main Pool &
Chemical Company was the lowest responsible and responsive bidder with a total delivery price
of $58,284. This is a two-year contract. They are our current chemical supplier. The
Authority’s attorney and engineer reviewed the bid documents.
Mr. Piazza moved to adopt Resolution #15-13, awarding Chemical Supply Contract #15-01 to
the lowest responsible and responsive bidder Main Pool & Chemical Company for a total
delivery price of $58,284. This is a two-year contract. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
With the pending sale of Warren Haven from the County, Mr. Piazza asked Mr. Donati how we
would bill the new owners. Mr. Donati said the issue needs to be looked into. There was further
discussion on billing and classification of users. Ms. Kaspereen informed the Board that Mr.
Olshefski expressed interest in meeting with Alex Lazorisak, Mr. Wauhop, and Mr. Donati to
discuss the matter of Warren Haven.
AUTHORITY CONSULTANT
Mr. Wauhop distributed his report prior to the meeting.
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Belvidere plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. Winter
conditions are rough on the plant; the bugs are not as active. Four new pumps were ordered
because we go through these pumps about once a year per FST.
Oxford plant: He recapped maintenance items performed during the month. After we lost the
incoming power to the transformer out in front of the plant, the standby generator kept failing.
The fuel in the lines going from the tank to the generator was frozen. The lines will be wrapped
with insulation and heat tape and a thermostat put in place. Due to the cold weather, JCP&L did
a temporary fix to restore power.
Under general business, we continue to work on the plan going forward to increase the sludge
thickening capacity at the Belvidere plant.
Confined Space: Mr. Wauhop continues to work on scheduling the mask fittings with the county
health department.
Part-time Operator: Normally we hire a summer helper during the summer season (16-20 weeks,
or 80-100 days), but Mr. Wauhop proposed hiring someone on a different basis in lieu of the
summer helper. He found someone who could work 1-3 days a week, depending on our needs.
He asked the Board to consider giving him the option to schedule a maintenance project that he
needs done and then allowing him to schedule this person accordingly. There is money in the
budget for a summer helper, so Mr. Wauhop would like to use those funds for maintenance help
as needed. He is proposing paying this person $13.50 an hour and would like to start him in 2
weeks.
Ms. Napolitani moved to hire a temporary part-timer helper at the rate of $13.50 per hour, on an
as needed basis, not to exceed 100 days out of the year, and not to exceed more than 24 hours in
a week. There are no benefits with this position. Mr. Scott seconded.
The person he has in mind is Devon Berger. Mr. Wauhop will report to the Board on a monthly
basis how many hours he has worked.
The motion passed, roll call was as follows:
Mr. Deutsch
Mr. Kiszonak
Ms. Napolitani
Mr. Niece
Ms. O’Connor

Yes
Yes
Yes
No
Yes

Mr. Piazza
Mr. Rosenberg
Mr. Scott
Chairman Chamberlain

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Laboratory Analysis Contract: Mr. Wauhop presented the resolution and agreement authorizing
the award of a non-fair and open contract for professional services for laboratory testing to QC
Labs for one year.
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Mr. Scott moved to adopt Resolution #15-14, awarding the non-fair and open contract for the
professional services of laboratory testing to QC Labs, Inc., for one year. Ms. O’Connor
seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a roll call vote.
FINANCE (TREASURER)
Mr. Piazza stated the bills have been reviewed and Mr. Rosenberg questioned the bill for Wayne
Gero for reimbursement of health benefits. Mr. Rosenberg felt the monthly cost was high and
was wondering if there was an alternative. There was discussion as to whether this applied to
future retirees, current employees or future hires. Mr. Niece explained that this was the
retirement package negotiated upon Mr. Gero’s retirement, but he did not think it meant this
specific plan at that cost. After further discussion, Mr. Rosenberg offered to contact our risk
manager and report back at the April meeting, and Chairman Chamberlain asked Mr. Tipton to
look into the matter.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #15-15 (Certificate No. 343: $73,145.93) be approved to pay
all bills from the Operating Fund. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed unanimously on a
roll call vote.
Mr. Piazza moved that Resolution #15-16 (Certificate No. 351: $464,055.73) be approved to pay
all bills from the Capital Improvements Fund. Mr. Scott seconded. The motion passed
unanimously on a roll call vote.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
NEW BUSINESS
The audit will take place next week.
PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.
As there was no more business to come before the Authority, Mr. Piazza moved and Mr. Scott
seconded that the meeting be adjourned. All in favor, motion carried. The meeting was
adjourned at 8:57 p.m.

____________________
Patricia Kaspereen
Administrative Assistant
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