


Glory Meeting of the Owexcomers for (S fhirist
@’Wtﬁ% 20/8




The Cost of a Free Gift
By Rodger Whisman

Before starting this message | was considening core values in our Christian beliefs and from where do those beliefs arigi-
nate, and for what reasons? Are they Scriptural truths or simply opinions passed down to us from past religious systems?
What | leamed was that there are fractures in foundational beliefs. But the foundation in which Christ set cannot be broken
nor can it ba fractured.

As | began to listen o other brothers and sisters and then share with them | scon became aware of a common struggle
with many Christians. Within some of these struggles | had a better understanding of what created the vast differences in

denocminational beliefs, and why they struggle with their own differences.

Many serve the Lord with all that they have in their hearts. They live their lives with all their hearls but still have issues
with The Cost of a Free Gift. In that, they continue to struggle instead of resting in their Salvation. | could see struggles in
this life, in the world's ways. But to struggle in God's promises and truths at a foundational level seems a bit strange, to
me, If a foundation is not 50lid and sure, everything that is built on it may not fare well, After careful thought and Scriptural
research | put what | had seen before the Lord in praver. | even thought to myself, "Who do we think we are at times? Why
teach or preach on opinicns?

These fraciures in our foundational beliefs in Christ can be fraced to many reasons. | want to share with you all a few of
these reasons that | have found to be most apparant.

The way we were raised and our dwn personal beliefs play a big role in our lives, | refer to the majority of those things as
our humanity, and for the most part we have been taught to embrace our humanity. That is and emror because as Chris-
tians we are to embrace Christ, cur Lord and Savior. We live in our bodies all the days of our natural lives here on this
earth. But, we are not subject to the flesh, This is why Paul said, in Romans 8:7-8, “Because the carnal mind is enmity
against God: for it is not subject o the law of God, neither indeed can be. So then they that are in the flesh
cannot please God."” Mow listen to these same Scriptures in the NLT translation. "The mind governed by the flash is
hostile to God; it does not submit to God's law, nor can it do so0. Those who are in the realm of the fesh cannot
please God."”

To press on in the subject of this message, another fallacy arg the things we leam in knowledge and then iry (o apply thai
to our Christian walk. We are taught and come to learn, nothing in life is free. We are also taught that if it is free, there

must be a catch to it somewhere. Someone is paying the cost some way, somehcw.

We are soaked in advertisements and the media with 'stuff that is supposed to be free. Or buy one, get one free. Then we
find out that there are preconditions or up sales; meaning that the itam shown is of a greater price, What you see may nol
be what you get. After going through these mazes a few imes we then leam o always be skeptical.

Maybe the way we were raised, lacking in trust and love makes us see things adverse or different. Weak on moral values
such as truth |3 a big factor. Maybe it was in our lack of training in the stewardship depariment where respect is gquestion-
able. It could have been going through an early trauma where care and good got punished, instead of constructive criti-
cism where encouragement could have been given. All of the above can creep into any Christian's life at any level and
could create cracks and fractures in our foundation,

Here's a curve for you, Think on how many Christians love to be givers but they pull back and struggle whan it is time for
them 1o receive. And they act that way for a multitude of reasons. We are human and we are very subject to human o,
Cr how about this saving; To emor is human.

There are also times that a fracture is called; incomrect information. Then, without realizing it, we apply that incomrect infor-
rmation to our lives, lifestyles and Chnstian walks, And later on when wea find out, through the truth in God's Word, that we
have been running our Christian lives on incomect information we have a tendency of shuting down in many area’s that
could have been fruitful. This includes accepting the blessings God has for us in His gift's and promises. And yes, at that
point we can get a litthe bitter and indifferent towards others around us AND the Holy Spiril. In those times we close our
spiritual 2ars and become near incapable of receiving from the Lord via Holy Spirit’s direction.

When someone like a best friend or a family member that has always been there for us, someone special in our life that
woer Koy really loves us and has our well being at heart and even Holy Sgint attempting Lo reach in and tap on ouwr hearts
... why is it even then that we pull back from them? My own conclusion is that it all derives from confusion that walked on
our beliefs and became error. This is a sign that we are dealing with a serious fracture, This is a hard position to be caught
in as God IS our Giver. That is when we end up with a growth problem or rather, a building issue.

I can share that this | oo had to deal with to get to the end results of my own foundation fractures. | too had a real messy
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maess that withhald my Christian maturity and also impacted my life for many years. | had to get to the root of my own
Christian issues, the core of what my own malfunction in my Christian walk was.

My beliefs were, "Anything that | received | had 1o pay back in equal value or more value,” A deep fraciure of not wanting
to receive anything at all, due to the 'pay back’ was always in my for frontal thoughts. And friends, my life, in my own eyes,
soon becamea unworthy of the blessings from God. My stand still or stop, soon became a slide backwards o a full run
away, catch me if you can, | am out of here mentality with God. This mentality also caused me 1o resor to blaming Him for
the messes that | created, As | first said, with this closer review of my own life and walk I'm becoming more aware of the
fractures and wrong foundational beliefs in my own life. I's through this process that | too have become more aware of
The Cost of a Free Gift.

The gifts from God are without charge, expeciation and or judgment. God's gifts and promises are about real love to ALL
of mankind, This includes both youw and me AND i's a 100% guarantee, God's love for each of us is 5o great thal He sacri-
ficed His only begotten Son (Jesus), 5o that you and | could have the free gift of Salvation. God has offered this gift to not
only you and | but 10 the entire human race [Titus 2:77). Lel's {ake this a step further, Even in this free gift of Salvation
&od has also offered us all a free choice to either accept or reject His gifis. So we see clearly that locked within God's
LOVE is free choice, Those two issues can NOT be separated in anyway. My first and foremost intention in this message
was/is to share and reason with vou all 5o lef’s now take this to Scripture.

I'm most assuredly convinced that John 3:15-16 is a notable Scripture of God's truth towards ALL mankind. Jesus Himsalf
said, “uTl eleseersr Heifeedh b b ool oo perdl B e el T, Foe Sed o0 i G ek g
e genee (s oy Sepedien S, fhet edesasver ez o bl st oo e, St fevs eversaiing fte” Let's
stop here for just a second and really think about what Jesus just said. | believe that it is fair to think and even ask
whether Jesus Christ Himself had free choice in His baing sacrficed? The answer here is one that has had many inputs in
Christian denominations and the opinions vary greatly. BUT the Scriplures, here in John 70;76-18, are very clear and o
the point. <AnE e SbesD [ e, wiitsl & 0 o dilks MRk e e [ aneed Bekng, e @oeyr Stel Beer mge
wafseg and Thars shal be s folE, and ans abgnberEl Therafore aad oy Fedber lave me, ecsmss [l dimm oy
(s, it § ool fuie ) St (o wso tobad 4 (s diw, St § iy 1 decn af sqpyesll | s powsr oo 5y dee,
ama [ s EenEr ip E0e 1 apein. This commansimamnt bavwe [ reeahed &f @y Fadhan® | love how in Verse 16 here
Jesus spoke specifically about you and me. Most people don't relate to the truth here, but | want you to know that the
Maosaic Law was given for the Jewish people. If's so imporant to see that right here Jesus is telling EVERYONE, Jew and
Gentile, that He's giving up His life and laying it down for you! That is what He means when He says, "o aifber sl [
(i, et e o e [iks ks (e

Lel’s now reason on not only the free gift of Salvation through Christ, but let’s add to that the gift of life. Maturally you are
alive and breathing as vou ARE reading this arlicla. God frealy gave each of us life. To add depth to thasa words, God is
life. According to Genesis 1:31, "And God saw everything that He had made, and, behold, it was very good. And the
evening and the morning were the sixth day.” Al of these Scrnptures that | have began o relate to are foundatianal and
cannot be broken, In other words, if yvou alter them to change their meanings you will delete their value and importance.
The house will crumble as cracks will grow bigger the more we try to build something on half truths, cpinions or folk lore.

Scnptural truths, from the foundation up, must be maintained. To live, to have life and to enjoy it in abundance is also a gift
of God, Ecclesiastes 3:13 states, "And also that every man shouwld eat and drink, and enjoy the good of all his
fabour, it is the gift of God.”™ So this life we are living here on earth is already a gift of God. Itis free 1o all mankind. We
can't eam it, and thera is no way to find payment for it bacause there is no payment on our lives becausa it is a free gift.
And now that the life issue is reasoned out let us now go back to the free gift of Salvation.

Listen as Paul speaks about being saved and or redeemed in Ephesians 2:8, "And God raised us up with Christ and
seated us with Him In the heavenly realms In Christ Jesws, in order that in the coming ages He might show the
incomparable riches of His grace, expressed in His kindness to us in Christ Jesus. For it is by grace you have
been saved, through faith = and this is nol from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can
boast.” Clearly, not by anything we have ever done or will ever be able to do, God has given us the free gift, on our part,
of Salvation through/by believing (faith) in the One that He sent to redeem us, Chrst Jesus. There is absolutely no way 1o
pay for it or attempt o be good enough to receive it. God freely hands it to us and it's by owr own choice to believe and
accapt it If we reject His free gift by not believing it's still our chocs.

Mow in reference to everlasting life, the truth is; Jesus Chist our Lord, by choice, died on the Cross and rose again from
the grave so that you and | could have this gift of everlasting life. His obedience to go to the Cross was not a cover up
band aid for sin repair, His Ife wasis a full pardon abalishing our sins 50 we could recaive the averdastng life by great and
precious promises in His Holy Scriptures.

.. continued on page 9
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THIS IS THE CONFIPENCE WE HAVE IN APPROACHING GOD: THAT IF WE ASK ANYTHING ACCORPING TO His
WILL, HE HEARS Us. ANDP IF WE KNOW THAT HE HEARS US - WHATEVER WE ASK - WE KNOW THAT WE HAVE
WHAT WE ASKED OF HIM. 1 JOHN 5:14-15 (NIV)

Wramer Meanests
I recently found out that my eldest son (29) really struggles
with depression. I'd appreciate prayers for him, his name is
A Also, as of this date, | am under a year to go until my
release. | am officially 'short timing’. 2o, please pray that my
mam stays healthy. | can't wait 10 see her, my wife, kids and
grandkids ... B.M.

Tell all the brathers and sisters there that | send my love in
Christ thair way, and thank them far all they do for us. Prayer
for my mom's continued good health, continued healing for
my brother Mark and April. For me to get out before Christ-
mas. Prayer for Mr. Trump and all the leaders in the world ...

R.L.

I'mwriting to ask if you could keep my sister Tarmmy and her
son Cody in your prayers? Cody is going through some stuff
and Tammy and | pray for Cody to answer the door to Jesus as
He knocks ... D.F.

I want to ask that you continue to pray for me and keep me in
your thoughts. Thank you and the (SX3 43 family for accepting
me and understanding where I'm coming from and where |
plantogo ... O.T.

Please pray for my wife, Marisol, my son, Chris, his wife,
Sandra, who were in a car accident and are okay but to
recover span from all the hurts. As well as for my mom and
our entire family and all the brothers and sisters in Christ and
for all my enemies. Thank you and God bless you always ...
M.R.

This unit has not had an assigned chaplain for several years,
but that will change in a couple months. 5o, please keep us in
all your prayers that God places the right chaplain here. A
chaplain that is willing to expand God's Kingdom and wants
to help inmates come to Christ ... B.H.

| have a few prayer requests ... R is looking for some grace In
his legal case vs. Maricopa county. He gat thraown around by
them while cuffied wp and stll suffers fram a collar Bone
injury. The current snag is that he cannot prove that hisinjury
wash't pre-existing. It's just legal garbage but he might take it
to trial. Pray that God's will be done here. Pray for Chaplain R, |
ask that God bless him and his family as he ministers tous.
Please pray that my attempts 1o make inroad with other
artists will bear eternal fruit, especially the un-churched guys,
Some artwork is really dark and while appreciate the skill, the
content shows what's in a man's heart. | also have relation-
ships with guys in the secular bands on my yard, | pray to be
an encouragement and a light, as they all know 'm bormn
again. It ain't me, it's all about Jesus ... B.M.

Shercomers for S fivist @0,

Praise Reports
Swercomers for Slirist family, greetings to youall! | received
your card and | want you to know, it ifted my spirits and
truly reminded me | have not been forgotten? | also know
that besides my own blocd family, vou, my church famiily
continually are prawing for us behind these walls, What an
awesome blessing it is to have God's FAVOR shine upan you,
aven in prison! 50, the reason | say that and the reason you
havent heard from me in a while is some of the awesome
changes I've been dealing with due to all my mountains God
has moved for me, and has been keeping me pretty busy!
Geaz where do | start? You know how women are, we like ta
make our stories elaborate and in complete detail, but I'm
gonna make it short and sweet. All year | had been strug-
gling to get my high school diploma on file, because the
retention job | wanted so bad required it, and they had
turned me down two times because | didn't have it. Well, a
fewr days after finally getting it on file, they posted a job fair
for the job | wanted. Everyone says how hard it is to get that
job and it's true a lot of people interview over and over and
never get hired. | go to the job fair and about 40 people
show up to turm in applications. Then at the job fair, the
ladies say a minimum requirement is you must have at least
18 months remaining in DOC, due to the fact there is 5o
miuch time to train, | sat at a table by myself staring at my
application. | put my heart into and prayed over it. Just when
that liar, “fear” tried 1o knock me down, | stood my ground.
As the women stood wup to Alter out of visitation and hand in
thieir applications, | turned in mine too (oh yeah so | didn't
mention this was at the beginning of October 2018) my
release date is December 22, 2019, Yep, the math is less than
18 months. As | walked out, | prayed, “Lord, You know my
heart and You know what | need and no matter what Lord,
You are my Source!” One week later, 7 names are posted for
pre-interview testing 7 out of 40! Yep, guess who was one of
those 7, Mell & week alter testing now, down to 4 people to
move on to interviews, Fast-forward 1 more week, 2 people
are hired and will be moving yards for the new job and you
guessed it, I'm ane of them! Cctober 24th | came from a yard
af 1,200 womean and a job that couldn't suppart me or help
me save money for my release. | arrived to this vard with
approximately 250 women no more standing in lines for
everything! And now | have started to build my retention.
The same week | arrived, | received a letter from my husband
saying he too had finally gotten a retention job! God is
Good. His mom alsa just got approved for phone calls, so |
now get to call my kids and | can pay for it myself and keep
that financial burden off grandma. 5o basically, to sum it all
up Gaod is Good. | was having some struggles when | first
started but God has had my back! | know if God 5 for me NO
OME can be against me! I'll be getting a new boss come
January, I've only met him on the phone, but when he said
he was alko a pastor | knew | was where | was supposed to
bel Well friends, thanks for all the letters and prayers! May
God Bless you and all your families ... B.M.
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Srom the hnside

Stay Focused on Jesus Christ
By T.D.

| wani to give a shout out to my fellow Christian brothers doing time like myself. Keep your head up, stay focused on our
Lord Jesus Christ and know that we must stay strong in our faith and thank God every day for sanding His Son to die on
the Cross for our sins ... Amenil!

Struggles
By A.G.

Hello brothers and sisters at &werses br Shrie! Blessings to you and your families. | am writing to you because | have
not written to you in a long timea, 've bean struggling a lot with a few issuas but tha Lord says we will have strugglas in our
lives. Struggles can bring you ups and downs and it can become very challenging at times, but with the Lord's help we do
not have 1o lose hope for through my struggles, tials and tobulations, I'm still standing tall through it all.

May the Good Lord ...
By B.T.

Jesus loves you all thank you for always sending cards and Overcomers lettars. | pray avery day for the brothers and
sisters in your letter who ask for praver, | love to pray. Thank you for the letiers and the uplifing messages and Scriptures
you send me,

Il be 80 years old in June, I've been down almost 23 years. | love reading, studying, and growing doing Bible courses,

May the good Lord blass you, your family, your loved ones, your helpers and your ministry. For all your help, the love you
do, and sharing the good news about Jesus to all of us.

May the good Lord bless everything you all do and prosper you all and heal you all, May the Lord help yvou and your family
with all your needs.

May He protect evenyone of you and all the brothers and sisters and new believers around the world.
May the Lord make His face shing on you all and give you all 20 much peace and love in Jesus' name, amen!!

Gratitude and Being Released
By R.V.

My dearest brothers and sisters in Christ ... First in prayer | thank the Lord for being so, so amazing o me through all
these years, As my time comes to an and in the weeks to come, | want to extend my appreciation to you all for feeding me
the Word through the newsletter on the monthly basis. | know through God, all things are possible and without God, we
can do nothing.

=0, that being said, He made it possible for me to receive your newsletters for two years. Thanks for all the love and time
you put into making these newsletters possible, Without your stewardship a ot of us wouldn't ba who we are today. The
newsletters are such a blessing to me and others as well. So, know what God put together in these newslatters will only
flourish in the years to come. Also, thank you so much for the beautiful birthday card you all sent to me. It touched my
heart and brought joy. Like | said, my time has come to an end, | will be getting released and hoping to meet you all in
person.

Thank you for your fime and | made it , finally, praise Godl!

Depressed/Scared But NEVER Alone
By W.D.

| want to start off by saying, it's been over three years since | last wrote to all of you there at the &wrwomers fr $hrist. And in
that letter | asked to be addad to your monthly nawsletter mailing list. I've been recaiving the 3348 newsletier and
reading it ever since. The reason that | havent wntten was bacause | was severaly depressed and had pretty much given
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up on life, The depression came from the fact that | was convicled of a sex crime that | didn't commit. In that | lost the
woman that | loved more than anything in this world AND | was now dying of a severe case of Hepalitis C.

| soon found out that a parsan in the A_DO.C. with Hepatitis C has 1o have an elevated liver enzymes that average out to
be 2.8 or higher to receive treatment. In 2017 my average was 1.9. Then, only one year later my liver enzymes shot up o
6.6,

At that point | was (old by the doclor that | was going (o be going before the Hepatitis C ireatment commitiee to be avalu-
ated for treatment. The doctor also told me that | had stage 4 Cirrhosis of the liver, the final stage prior to dying of the
disease. In addition to that | had had a liver biopsy that showesd my liver to only be functioning 25%. He told me then that if
| didn't get treatment for the Hepatitis C, that | would face liver cancer andfor face full liver failure,

I was 50 scared! Even though | had stated earler that | didn't cara if | died bacause | considerad my life over with this 17
vear sentence and the loss of the only woman | ever loved ... when it came down o it, | really DIDN'T want to die and
especially NOT HERE IM PRISON! | could havea hled for Post Conviction Relief to appeal the conviction, But | didn'
because | THOUGHT | had totally given up!

Like | said, | came back to my dorm scared out of my mind that | was dying alone in prison, Even my sister had quit writing
me back in 2016 and 1 hadnt had any contact with my other 3 siblings for vears. | even felt that God had deserled me. I've
hean a Christian for years, but had backslidden. | had long sincea stopped reading my Bible and praying, that was in July
2018.

In less than 2 months, the Hepatitis © treatment had been approved! In Seplember of 2018, | began taking a medicaticn
called EPCLUSA also known as Mavyret. This medication costs $1.000 a pill, and | have to take it for 12 weeks, that's 90
days at $90,000!

As of November 5, 2018, the Hepatitis C virus can NO LOMGER be detacted in my Body! | Know that ORNLY GOD could
have performed that miracle through Jesus Christ! Even whien | had given up, felt deseried by God and pretty much lost
my faith, God healed me!

God is a merciful God beyond measure, He [oves us in spite of ourselves, Just like the Israelites when they lost faith in
God as He had Moses lead them out of Egypt, God in His love and mercy didn't turn away from them. God continued to
guide them as He provided for them. And He did the same for me! Praise God!

| have since rededicated my life to Chirist, left my various sins there with Him, especially doubt and lack of faith. | am also
trusting God o delver me from this false convicton and o heal me further from the stage 4 Cirrhosis, As well, | am further
believing and frusting that God will bring a good Christian woman inte my life. Someone who won't ook at my past life and
convictions 1o hold them against me. | need this person to be my friand first, while gatting to know one another while |
believe God to deliver me from this false conviction or until my release in 2027 .

As I've already stated, previously, | felt that | was all alone in here, but | now realize that God has NEVER left me and is
with me at all times. Also, in answer (o prayer, my sister Missy wrote me last month for the first ime in 2 1/2 years. And in
her latter she told me that one of my other sisters also wantad my information so she too could write (o me. God is
AWESOME! He so often gives us more than we even ask forl Praise God!

It's for this very reason that | know that God 1S going to deliver me from this false comviction, heal my liver completely and
bring a special Christian lady into my life and all in the very near future, He has already put His plan in motion 50 all | have
to do is to declare it by faith and believe that it has ALREADY been done and it WILL come to pass. | do this, in the Mame
of Jesus!

I've been feeling God lead me to write this letier to all of you there at the Shwroners fr (Srist, but | kept procrastinating
until | told myself, "God obwiously has a reason why He is leading me to write.” | decided to continue to trust Him and have
faith that He will make known His reason's o you and to me soon enough! With that, | pray that someone is both inspired
and towuched by what God has led me to write,
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TFoots Idible Study Aot

Isaiah 12:1 - 18:7

Chapter 12 is a hymn of praise - another graphic description of the people’s joy when Christ Jesus comes 1o reign over
the earth. Even now we need to exprass our gratitude 1o God, thanking Him, praising Him and telling others abowt Him.
From the depths of our gratitude, we must praise Him. And we should share the Good Mews with others. (12:1)

Eeware of placing confidence in human power because one day H'ﬁ'l-ﬁade, no matter how strong it appears now. (74:5-5)

uﬂ;ﬁ: iends, pleasure or even some man-made religious idea.
ar and us. (16:12)

We may seek our own ways of escaping daily troubles
But our only hope lies in God, the only one. v o

Often we depend on the trappings of s S (expensive
says we will reap grief and pain dm ave depandad :
same treatment that Damascus received, ¥

ars, pastimes, coths, homes) to give us fulfillment. But God
poral things to give us eternal security. If we don't want the
these false achievements and trust in God. [(17:7-11)

2 Corinthians 13:1-13

The Corinthians were called to examine and tas
checkups, Paul urges us 1o give ourse j
presence and power in our lives. Then s

Christians. Just as we get physical
1 ing awareness of Christ's
ely imposters. If we are not actively

The Old Testament is filled with references to justice - it is a key --' N the gims. Unfortunately, many judges and
nm'm,ruﬁm no accountability and power
stica in this life. But God loves justice,

Proverbs 23:9-11

The term ‘redesmer referred to someona who brought back a family mamber who had fallen into slavery or who had
ﬂmamad the obligation to mamy the widow of a family member. (Ruth 4:3-10)

Hello Overcomers! This Foot Note is a littie personal. BOING Cat my memony's nol as sharp as it once was.

That being said, il be many winters bafore this ole s.mum"n'amp fargets the event of Juna 2019. For one it has

been over 11 years of patiently waiting for the timing 1o b’irlu?ﬂmh God. Asyou all may have read once or twice,

in Acts 1:7, "It is not for you fo know the times or dates the Father has set by His own authority.” We
should know that our Father God sels the ime for all events. You know, "Everything in God's own time." So you can only
imagine my immense joy when | got a latter stating, ®It's tima brother, send the paperwark for pastoral visits.” It seams that
God's timing was perfect as | know that Brother 'Duck’ wouldn't =ent his letier otherwise. We each were gifted with
two hours of laughter, tears that finished off bolh a ﬂf@ e sonal kick in the pants. "THANK YOU JESUS!®

In closing just know that whatever it is God will make it 50 that it is His will, but in His own time. Eleven plus yvears is
marely a blink of an eye in the scheme of God's UNIVErsa,

Vaya con Dios ... Love to you all short and tall ... Don’t nde faster than your angel can fiy.
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The Cost of a Free Gift continued from page 4
Thiz is an area that a fracture can begin to show up in our personal lives with Christ, the inability t© fully receive our
pardon, our gift from God, God Loves us beyond our greatest imagination AND our welfare is one of His greatest
concarns, The cancepl of earming and being good enough, or @ven parforming systematic tasks is the same as refusal by
a lack of understanding of His grace and mercy. My dear friends, this is a gift that NG MAN can ever qualify for. All we

truly reed 10 do is believe and receive it,

What we have reasoned thus far was and even still is a stumbling block for many people, for many ages and most likely
for years vet o come. And due to its content | will leave that share as it is for now.

I our ovwen thinking and lack of Scriptural fruth we always seem (o run to the world 1o earn its mentality, That's where quali-
fications become a must. In that mentality we believe that we have fouled up 50 badly that we have extinguished the
grace and mercy with all the [ove and forgiveness bacause it was in a measured storage box somewherg and it must be
refiled by deeds and works. Or, we could have gotten into the sermons of a man that lacked fundamental Scriptural
understanding that tends to state that Salvation is entered with 25 goodly balloons. After wa bust several of them and pull
down the remainder by the strings for our own use, by then we have run out of God's grace and mercy. Al that point we
have to work harder to earn moare balloons or our Salvation is over, When we g0 to Hebrews it states a far different view
than that of the balloon theory meantality. Listen. "Lef your conversation be without covetousness; and be content
with such things as ye have: for he hath said, | will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” (Hebrews 13:5)

Jesus Christ Himsell spoke the truth of Salvation as the very Word of God, stated o His own nation {Jews) in John
8:31-32, “Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on Him, T & cmmndioos fo [y wer], Ghem e e Wy dliss
e MoeTasal A pee Sl oy (e droily, ST g dmodl el et pae fes™ So what tuth is being spoken here?
Jesus Christ IS the Savior. He was offering them life everlasting through the free gift of Salvation.

Zo, when we are feeling challenged and our foundation is trying to fraciure as things are getting confusing and personal
chaos anses, we can return to the Cross and lay down our petition and accept by faith that it is heard, Let's read 1 John
5:14-15 together, "And this is the confidence that we have in Him, thal, If we ask any thing according to His will,
He heareth us: And if we know that fre hear us, whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petifions that we
desired of Him." We then can walk away knowing cur hears are restored and we can reslt in our Salvation and renew
oursetves in the confimming words of the Scriptures.,

If need be and we are in sin we simply need to repent of those sing with all our hearts. Acknowledge Him as Lord and
Savior of our lives and prass on in faith. If you have bacome doubtful of your Salvation just put that to rest and behind you
right now! Christ LOVES you! And the proof of that LOVE and forgiveness was already nailed to Cross for you and about
you! Then you will see very quickly that His gift was never gone or taken away. In fact it was with you all through your
hurting, kosses and challenges. Qur Lord and Savior see’s it all. He misses nothing. And most assuredly vou have not
taken Him by surprise when you slipped and totally blew it. We ALL are going to slip and make mistakes and emors.

Mot one of those slips or armors disqualifies us from or out of our Salvation. Once we repant and tum around to haad in the
opposite direction we head back 1o our first love i Chnst, There wa find out that the anly thing odding us back oF decaiv-
ing us, was us. Titus 3:5-7 clearly tells us, "Nof by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to
His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost; Which He shed on us
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; That being fustified by His grace, we shouwld be made heirs accord-
ing to the hope of eternal life," It suré sounds as if a soul had o be cared for, one that was struggling with the cost of a
free gift because of the challenges in hisher Christian walk.

Allow me o encourage you to consider a study in the Book of Romans, Get with a like-minded believer and go over and
over Romans. The old saying that "All roads lead to Rome' will begin to take on a whole new meaning for you. | want to
wirap this up with a Bible promise of the Messiah, The Old Testarment is prophasy of Him foretold and the New Testameant
is proof of that prophesy fulfilled and why a Mew Covenant was necessary. All of the hundreds of thousands of bulls, goals
and sheep that were sacrificed with enough blood 1o fill lakes for all those hundreds of yvears ware unable, under that sac-
rificial system, to reach into mankind and change his heart. Yes, that religious system held all peoples in awe and wonder,
But it lacked in what one Man; the Son of God, for a one time offering of Himself as then Sacrifice creating the Mew
Covenant that COULD reach inte mankind and touch our hearts. His sacrifice has the power to change our lives and most
assuredly change our lifesivle. His cbedience gives us the ability and the right to become sons and daughters of God, with
everlasting life,

I pray that this message begins to break strongholds, doubls and false illusions. May confusion be broken with conifi-
dence. And may God bless you all in His abundance.”

Qhercomers for (Sfivist @.0. Box 42023 Phioenix, Arizona 85080
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First of all, my name i Willie and M've known a certain lady, we'll call her ‘Elaing’, and har family for over 18 vears, So |
consider her ancther mom. In fact | 2l people in here that she is my god mom.

Anyways, I've been through a lot. I've been down & years now and have always rebelled. In the middie of 2015 | was sent
tooa prison in the upper Morthern part of Arizona. It was like | had been sent t0 Alcatraz because it was in the middle of
nowhere and far away from my family. While | was there | got really depressed and heavily in to Meth {really anything) and
was doing EVERYTHING that came with it. Things like baating people up and robbing Peter to pay Paul. Long siory shor,
| ended up in the hole. | was down to 156 pounds and mad at myself for allowing myself to get into such a mess. | felt like
| had disappointed everyone and let them down.

| had a dope fiend friend as a celli but he infroduced me o the Word through Juice TV, This channel had sermons and
music videos of Christian music, For some reason it was uplifting and enlightened my spirit and really made me feel good.
But even before all of this, I'd gone o church with my mom throughout my [ife but never really understood what it was
about and never read the Bible. So | decided that | needed to change my life.

Even though | had gotten my visits and phone privileges taken away for 2 yvears | decided that | was going to push through
it. That's when | got transferred to a different prison. It was hera that | started going to church services, And THEN | got
into Bible college. | accepted Christ in to my life and got excited about Jesus and now reading the Bible it was talking to
me strongly, Shortly after this me and another brother were baptized inte Christ on 8M16/2017.

Mo, I'm going to church, reading and studying the Bible and doing Bible studies through the mail. I'm also attending Bitile
studies here and there on the yard. Even with all of this | sometimes still feel like, “Here | am saved and baptized and on
my way 100 ... where ... with no direction or anything.” | know that through prayer and reading God's Word | WILL find my
direction, But honestly, even with that, | still sometimes feel lost. | know that | am still a child in His Word and I'm not going
to mature over night and know evenything.

Leamning to grow, | still feel like sometimes 'm not getting it and start to struggle. I'm leaming that sometimes *I'm" the one
that overewhelms mysalf. At times | get all inte it and then allew my head to beat me up because | try to remember every-
thing and know everything and that just drives me nuts, | ask brothers in here for help but some aren't ALL in and others
don't have time for me. One thing that | do know is this, "This walk with Christ is forever my new lifel”

With all of that being said please let me tell you SOME of how Jesus has blessed my life. First, | got my visits and phone
back a year and a half early. When | first came down my ax bad talked me lo my son and he was out of my life for 2 yaars,
Mo matter what | was going to push through it. | used o send a letter at least once a month and in 2017 out of the blue he
began to write me back, Mow, even through phone calls both my 560 AND my ex are talking to mea and my moam, | give
ALL the praise to God for all of this!

I've done almost all of the programs provided for me hare. I've completed 15 of them as of now. My family sea's the differ-
ence in me and are prowd of me. | now have a great relationship with my biological mom AMD my god mom and her family
have supported me with love and compassion through all of this. Today, | just want to be a better person, in Christ, for
myself and all the people around me.

I'd been doing that cther lifestyle since | was 13 years old. | first came Lo prison when | was 18 years old, been down 3
times and have 3 vears left on this sentence and am now 40 vears okd, | NEED for this to be the last time so I'm daing
everything | can to utidize this ime to better mysell, Today, I'm fully convinced that being a Christian, in Ghrist, isn't
going to stop here at the gatel! - W.5.

Christian Comedy
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A Response to K.H.
By U.5.

I'm wrriting in responsa o, T Asking By K.H."in one of your past newsletiers.

Let me tell you this my brother ELH., you're not alone in your struggle. There's so many of us brothers and sisters going
through exactly what you are going through. | myself have struggled with what you are going through and let me tell you
this, with Jesus there is NO middle ground. You have to surender it all to Jesus. Every hurt, every past regret and holding
MNOTHIMNG back! Surrender it all wholehearedly with Jesus! It's ALL or nothing! In Hebrews 13:5-6 it talls us "Newver will |
feave you; never will | forsake you.”™ 50 we say with confidence, “The Lord is my helper; | will not be afraid. What
can mere mortals do to me?"” My new friend and brother, Jesus will naver leave us or even forget about us, its His
promise! | oo haven't heard from my family in like 7 months already. | have come 190 far © tuen back .. and 50 have you!
Its ALL or nothing. | just wanted to reach out to you to tell you that you are not alone, keep the faith, stand strong, keep
believing and keep praying because God does not test our faithfulness without showing Himself faithful,

God's name "TADOMNAL literally means, The God that's in contrgd, in charge, 50 give Jesus ALL of your life and heard K.H,
then trust and believe and then you WILL receive! The best thing I've ever done with my life was to give it ALL to Jesus!
ALL or NOTHING!

Bible Cryptograms

Zome helpful ways to solve Bible Cryptograms.

1.5tan with small words like |, a, of, as, he, 1o, be, etc.

£.By leoking for the same combinations of letters more than once in a puzzie you will find the more common words, The
combination "H £ D™ appears more than once, 3o the word "THE" would be a good choice 1o iy first.

3.By filling in the most comman letters in the three and four letter words - other bigger words will start to form

BIBLE- CRYPTOVEREE (Serigt i £l o 10

E X F

Quote Worthy

"People see God every day, they just don't recognize Him."

« Pearl Bailey (1918 - 1990) - an Ameérican actress and singer. After appearing in Vaudeville she
made her Broadway debut in §5t. Louis Woman in 1946. She won a Tony Award for the title role in
the all-black production of Hello, Dolly! in 1968. In 1986, she won a Daytime Emmy award for her
performance as a fairy godmother in the ABC Afterschool Special, Cindy Eller: A Modern Fairy Tale.

Living Word Bible Church Locations

Mesa - 3520 E. Brown FEd. Mesa, AF 852132 Ahwatukee - 14847 5. 80th 51 #1865 Phoonix, AZ B5044
Scottsdale - 8551 E. Anderson Dr. #1035 Scoltsdale, AZ 85255  Gilbert - 202 5. Gilbert Rd. Gilbert, AL 85296
Florence - Florence High School 1000 5. Main St. Florence, AZ 85132

Ministry Tithes & Offerings
Hare is how you can give to the Shwrcomers for (LErist ministry:

By check or money order - Make checks pavable to Living Word Bible Church and in the memo section put “For Overcomers for
Christ”, Mail your check or money order to PO Box 42023, Phoenix, Arizona 83080

Yaur giving does qualify as a charitable contribution on your taxes. For donations of less than 5250, yvour cancelled chieck is suffi-
cient praaf for taxes. For donations of 5250 or more, you will receive a contribution statement from the arganization. If yvou have
any questions, please call orwrite Wade Anderson.



By the Blink of An Eye
By R.D.W.

A saed is planted, Sail is its hifthplacea -
Peeking s head out of the dirt, bom and fragibe like a babies face,
As months go by, you see this seed is a beaytiful rose going through its phasa,

But "By the blink of an eyve' its life could be changed,
If planted nghl and ﬁusedm a pleasant plaua this rose will become plenty an:l all bloom ko the suns ray,
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. It's in a dark place and praving ihat it brings a-smile upon a face. : Ly -
It hasn't had watar of sun su its peddles are darl:hn.'nj and starting io fada,
It remambers ifs stemn has been clippad from its rools to lifalass days.” -

But then it remembers by the blink of aneye', it can still bring a smile to someone's face.
Thg package reaches its destination and is apened tothe rose's answered prayer,
A ten year old cancer patient named ‘Roseg’ has the biggest smile on heg face, = e
She immediately puts the rose in 8 vase and-ells it "We're off to-a belter place.” 3

Help rs be befter stewards by sending your change of address when you move fo help reduce unnecessany waste and expense

EDITORIAL Wade “Duck” Arderson, Michells Anderson ART & DESIGHN John Dobbins PRINTING Living w::ruf Emle.- Church., -
(hwteomers for (3fcist @ Minkstry of Living Word Bible Church ot
- - wwa livingwordonline.org jasonfvingword @gmail.com . "
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